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RUSSIA. 

CHAP. I. 
Descri/ition of Russia* 

THE extensive empire of Russia is bounded 
on the east by Asia ; on the west by the 
Neiper, the gulf of Rig^a, and Finland, Sweden, 
and Swedish Lapland ; on the north by the 
Frozen Ocean ; and on the south by the Don and 
a line drawn from the Neiper to the mouth of the 
Don. It extends from 47 to 72 degrees of north 
latitude, and from 23 to 65 of eastern longitude ; 
and is about one thousand five hundred miles in. 
length, and eleven hundred in breadth. These 
are the ancient and proper limits of Russia ; but 
by means of conquest and discovery, an immense 
extent of territory has been added to* this em- 
pire ; insomuch that when it is mid-day in the 
western, it is almost mid-night in the eastern 
parts. In fact, this great northern monarchy ' 
infinitely exceeds the limits of the largest and 
.most celebrated empires of antiquity, even when 
in the zenith of their power and glory. 

In this extensive country, the soil and climate 
are extremely various ; com seldom arrives at 
maturity beyond sixty degrees of latitude : anii 
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scarcely any species of fruit is produced beyotnl 
seventy ; but in the middle provinces of the em« 
pire) the soil is fruitful the woods abound with 
game^ the plains are stocked with cattle, and 
the rivers teem wi^ a variety of excellent fish^ 
In the more southern parts the climate is hot ; 
and where the soil is of a sufficient depth, flow- 
ers and fruits arrive at great perfecttcm, the earth 
is covered with verdure, and nature indicates ft 
happy and pleasing fertility* In the more north- 
em districts, the cold; in winter is intolerably, 
severe, and the days are short $ but in summer^ 
the weather is proportionably warm, .and the 
days are pleasant. During the winter season, 
in the latitude of Archangel, the sun rises about 
half past ten in the morning, and sets at half past 
one in the afternoon ; at Petersburgh, the capi* 
tal of the empire, he rises about a quarter be« 
fore ten, and sets about a quarter after two. 
In summer, this order is entirely reversed ; a0d 
at the solstice, in these respective latiti^des, the 
length of the shortest day becomes the length of 
the night, and the length of the longest night 
the length of the day. Under the same paral^ 
kls of latitude, the eastern countries are more 
intensely cold in winter, and hot in summer, than 
the western. Vegetatitm is also more quick, and 
fruits sooner arrive at perfection ; but after three 
or four months, which constitute the summer^ 
the icy hand of winter is again visible, the lin« 
gering verdure of the ground is destroyed, the 
rivers are chained to their beds, and only a wide 
continuous landscape of snow can be seen* 
During this dreary season of the year, when the 
stars, the twilight, or the aurora-borealis, sup- 
ply the' place of the short-lived day> many are 
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f\rozen to death by the cxtreftiity of the colcK 
The Russians, however, by means of sledges, 
travel with so much expedition upon the snow, 
that the beef of Archangel is frequently eaten 
at Petersburgh, though these cities are distant at 
least one thousand miles from each other. 

Notwithstanding the encouragement which 
was given to agriculture by the late empress Ca* 
tharine the second, that science is still imper- 
fectly understood in most parts of Russia : ex- 
ten»ve tracts of territory lie waste and neglect* 
ed, and the general population of the country Is 
by no means proportionate to its limits. The 
number of the inhabitants of this empire, e^- 
dlusive of the conquered and annexed provinces, 
has beoi calculated to anuxmt U> twenty •five mil* 
lions; but as all accounts of this kind are vague, 
arbitnuy, and uncertain, we shall not hazard 
«n opinion on the subject. Nothing, however, 
{s more evident thanthat the foreign wars which 
have extended the limits of the empire, and the 
grand projects which have aggrandized the 
names of some of its spvereigns, have been un« 
fevourable to population ; and it will probably 
be several centuries before Russia is as weU 
peopled as the more southern parts of Europe. 

The Wolga, which is the principal rtrer in 
this empire, and one of the largest in the World, 
rises in the forest of Wolcanski, and after ft 
/course of more than two thousand miles, empties 
itself into the Caspian sea. Large ships are na- 
vigated up this river as ftiras Iwer, a town not 
jnore than forty miles from iu 8our<^e ; and the 
Wolga is sometimes so swelled by the melting of 
ice and snow, as to occasion dreadful inundi^ 
tions and many &tal disasters. It is, howevtr; 
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extremely beneficial to the country througb 
which it flows, fertilizes the soil, and iir'^ali its 
long and circuitous course has not a single cata- 
ract or obstruction to navigation. The city of 
Moscow, by means of this river, preserves a 
communication, not only with the southern parts 
of Russia, but also with Persia, Georgia, Tar- 
tary, and the several countries which border oft the 
Caspian sea. 

The next river that claims our attention 'is 
the Don, or Tanais, which rising near Tula in 
the Iwana Ossero, or St. John's lake, divides 
Europe from Asia, and runs from north to south 
till its conflux with the Sosna ; it then pursues 
ai^ eastern course, and after many windings rci. 
surnes its first direction, and falls into the sea of 
Asoph. The distance between this river and 
the Wolga is in some places not more than eight 
English miles, and Peter the third undertook to 
form a communication between them ; but an irr 
ruption of the Tartars defeated this noble pro- 
ject, which was never afterwards resumed. 

The Neiper, or Boristhenes, is also a consi- 
derable river, which rises in the forest of Wol- 
konski, forms several windings through Lithu- 
ania, Little Russia, the country of the Zaporo 
Cossacs, and that of the Nagaian Tartars, and 
at last discharges its waters into the Euxine or 
Black sea, near Oczakow. Within the spac^ 
of sixty wersts this river contains no less than 
thirteen water-falls; over which, however, ia 
the spring season, when the floods are out, ves- 
sels may be navigated. 

Besides these capital rivers, this empire con- 
tains many others of less importance ; and most 
©f them abound with a variety of fish, render 
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the soil fertUe 'and agreeable* open a communi- 
catloa between the niost distant provinces^ and 
when commerce shall be properly understood* 
will be equally the source of wealthy elegancet 
aiid convenience. 

In the province of Ingria stands the city of 
Pctersburgh, one of the capitals of the Russian 
empire, and at present the imperial residence, 
i?rho5e scite was, only occupied by two fishing 
huts till the year 1703, when Peter the Great 
having conquered the adjoining temtory, was 
induced by the commodious situation of this spot 
for the Baltic trade, to build a town and fortress* 
This design he carried into immediate execu- 
tion. His original intention, however, was only 
Sjq make it a dep6t for arms, and a place where 
.^11 kinds of military stores might be conveniently 
collected {rom the interior parts of the empire ; 
ia consequence of which, the public and pri« 
vate edifices .were only built of timber, and the 
jLown had no other defence than a rampart of 
eart-h« But the czar having obtained the deci- 
sive victory at Pultova, and conquered all Li- 
vonia, was inspiKd with more sublime i^eas* 
Jn order, therefore, to gratify a disposition that 
i)nly gloried in surmounting difiiculties, which 
.would have been insuperable to any other man« 
Peter determined to make this the capital of his 
empire, and, bjr confemng his name on (he in« 
tended city, to perpetuate the memory of him- 
iself. For tliat purpose, he^kjclered the castle to 
he built of stone, the admiralty to be circuni- 
scribed with a wall, and all the other edifices to 
be erected in a neat and handsome manner, and 
of dm^able materials. His successors amply exe- 
cuted the designs of the founder, and finished 
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what the death of Peter had left imperfect- Pc- 
tersburgh, which is situated in 59 degrees and 
57 minutes of north latitude, and in 31 degrees 
of east longitude from London, is now reckoned 
one of the largest and most elegant cities in Eu*- 
rope. It is about six miles in length, and ^s 
inany in breadth ; but has neither walls nor 
gates. This city is said to contain upwards of 
nine thousand houses, seven hundred of which 
are built of stone; twenty Russian churches, 
besides religious edifices of almost every other 
nation in Europe ; and a great number of mag- 
nificent palaces. It would be impossible to par- 
ticularize all the vanous branches of manufac- 
ture and articles of commerce in this flourishing 
capital. Suffice it, therefore, to say, that it i» 
the mart for purchasing all the commodities of 
Russia, and that there is here a ready and con- 
stant demand for such goods a« are wanted in 
any part of the empire. Besides the school for 
cadets, this city also contains an academy of 
sciences and the polite arts, courts of justice, 
and, in sho^t, every object which can add to its 
consequence or embellishment. 

Moscow, which was formerly the capital of 
the Russian empire, and for many ages the resi- 
dence of its sovereigns, is distant about one 
tliousand four hundred and fourteen miles north- 
east from London. It. is built after the eastern 
manner, has few regular streets, and is supposed 
to contain sixteen hundred . edifices dedicated to 
religious purposes. The public buildings are- 
very superb. The population of this city has 
been variously estimated: certain, however, it 
is> that Moscow has greatly declined in consn- 
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^aences since the seat of government was remov- 
ed to Petersburgh. 

About eight leagues from Petersburgh stands 
Cnmstadt, which possesses three large, safe, and 
commodious harbours, hi the principal of which 
is moored the greatest part of the Russian fleets* 
Some of thestt, within our remembrance, have 
been seen to traverse the ocean, cross the Medi- 
terranean, and spread terror and dismay on tlie 
banks of the DaManelles. 

The Russians are ^vided into three classes t 
the nobles, or gentry who bear titles, and are 
denominated knezes ; the gentry without titles, 
who are called duormns^ and are all bound to 
military service ; and the peasants. The traders 
and artisans, who reside in towns, do not consti- 
tute a separate class, but are comprehended in 
the others. 

The *rest of the inhabitants consider the pea- 
santiy as a sort of cattle attached to . the soil, 
which they cultivate for the benefit of the other 
orders. They are sold and bartered away, as a 
piece of merchandize or other coitimodity. Pos- 
sessing no property of their own, except a few 
paltry household utensils in their wretched huts, 
they are absolute slaves, and their number con- 
stitutes the wealth of their masters, who own 
the soil to which they are annexed. Happy- 
would the Russian feasant consider himseif, 
were he allowed to enter into the army,, and to * 
fight the battles of his sovereign—^ privilege 
which is not always granted him. The labori- 
ous life by which those unfbrti^ates are inured 
to toil, their passive obedience, the privations 
to which they are habkuated, and their indiffer- 
ence for an existence which is barren of every 
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«njoyinent» nil conspire to render them hardjr 
warriors and brave soldiers. 

Before the reign of Peter the Great, the Rus- 
sians were scarcely ranked among the civilised 
nations of Europe ; t>ut that prince^ by a ha|^f 
temperature of mildness and severity^ induced 
wondei'ful and laudable changes in the manners 
of the people. The vulgar, however, are still 
excessively attached to ancient institutions ; atid 
many choose rather to submit to the payment of 
additional taxes, than to conform to certain re- 
gulations which the government has thought 
pi'oper to adopt for their improvement* In thc« 
number of tbese^ peculiarities may be reckoned 
their unwillingness to cut their beards, which 
is greatly opposed by the lower class of thm 
people. Considering a ruddy complexion as th^ 
very essence of beauty, the Russian women are 
extremely addicted to the use of rouge, and the 
poor frequently beg money with which to buy- 
paint. 

The dress of the common people is excessively^ 
snean: they ai^e generally clothed with long^ 
coats made of sheep^skins dressed, with the hair 
turned inwards; and their legs and feet are 
swaddled with coarse cloth, secured by corda 
composed of reeds, and with sandals formed of 
the same cheap materials. They cover their 
heads with caps lined with furs, and secure their 
hands from the cold by double gloves. Those 
of a higher rank, 'however, imitate the English 
in their dress. The Russians commonly bathe 
tvirice every week, and as soon as they have 
left the warm watery they frequently sally ouIl 
naked) and roll themselves ia the snow i Q<am* 
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tLerin^ the vicissitudes of cold and heat as invi- 
gorating to the constitution. 

Notwithstanding the narrow circumstances of 
the comraon people, and the abstemiousness en- 
joined by their religion, they are extravagantly 
fond of spirituous and other strong liquors- The 
severity of the climate, indeed, may serve io 
some measure as an apology for them in this 
particular. We are told by some writers, that 
even the ladies are so far from being ashamed of 
indulging themselves to excess in this odious and 
detestable yice, that they will frankly acknow- 
ledge their inebriety, and return thanks to theit 
friends Ibr having made them drunk. 

In this country, people travel with cheapness 
and expedition. In summer, they generally 
employ post-^horses ; but in winter^ when the 
snow is become sufficiently hard, persons of rank 
usually travel in sledges drawn by rein-deer, 
which are excellently calculated for expedition; 
But in the internal parts of this empire, the 
sledges are generfdly drawn by horses; and 
about the month of February, tlie tract becomes 
so beaten, that a journey between Petersburgh 
and Moscow, which is a distance of four hun- 
dred miles, can be accomplished with ease in 
three days and tliree nights. 
, ' The Sclavonian language forms the basis of 
the Russian ; but the latter is enriched with 
xnany words from the Greek tongue. Forty* 
'two. characters, which are principally Grecian, 
constitute the alphabet ; but as it did not ex- 
press every particular sound, recourse was had 
to the Hebrew language, <ind some artutrary 
signs were also invented.* 
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The refip^on established in Russia w ^lat of 
the Greek churchy the exterraUs of which consisC 
IQ the number and severity of its &sts, that fa^ 
exceed those of the church'of Rome* The Russians 
deny the supremacy of the Pope^ and disckdm 
the worship of graven images; bat neverthe# 
lessf in their private devotions, kneel before « 
pictuie of Ihe virgin Mary, or of some particular 
saint} whom they conaicler as a mediator and 
friend. Pictured saints abound in ail their 
churches ; and they retain many absurdf supetv 
stitious, and idolatrous customs in performing^ 
the public ceremonies of their religion ; wbea 
they pass a churoh, they bow and prostrate 
themselves at the entrance ; and, if conscious of 
having contracted any defilement or impuritjrt 
forbear to enter the consecrated edifice. Tbm 
generality of the people know little of tbm 
contents of the Bible ; nor are the youth ii|i> 
etructed in the princi(4es of religion and mon^ 
lity. The whole service of the church consists 
in abundance of ceremonies, prayers, masses, and 
^nging* 

The titles of the czar, or emperor of Russia* 
are very pompous and sounding, and specify 
every particular province and country of which 
he is sovereign. This monarchy is absc^ute} 
despotic, and hereditary i but the succession is 
after a peculiar manner, and sometimes depends 
on the pleasure of the reigning prince, and at 
other times on the senate and nobles, who con* 
stitute themselves arbiters in the matter, and 
confiiin or abrogate the will of their deceased 
monarch. The senate, which is composed of 
the most respectable members of the empire, 
forms, indeed, a part of the constitution^ and 
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iBli suftisists; but though the soreretgn treats 
them with the greatest personal re$(anl and 
deference^ and the weightiest and most impor- 
tant affiurs are silbrhitted to their deliberation and 
decision, they seldom venture to dissent from 
the wilt, or to prescribe contrary to the known in* 
diiiatioiiB of the prince* 

The court of Russia was always remarkable 
i>r numbers and magnificence ; but its ancient 
grandeur compared with its present greatness, 
k trifling uid insignificant : it is constantly 
filled with men of the greatest opulence and 
abilities in the empire, who are obliged by 
tittes of honour and distinction to pay a regular 
attendance without being allowed any salary. 
The late soveixigns, howerer, have commuted 
the ancient titles of nobility for those honours 
md distinctions which are common to the rest of 
Europe ; and this change is intended to prevent 
^e revival of those ideas of power, to which theif 
original quality entitled them. 

Different persons have made different estiraa* 
lions of the revenues of this immense empire j 
some calculating them at sixty millions of ru«- 
Ues, and others at only twenty millions* It is^ 
however, certain, that though they greatly ex* 
ceed what they were formerly, they bear no 
proportion to the extent of the Russian territo- 
ries. The principal revenues arise from the 
annual capitation tax, which is estimated at five 
millions of rubles ; from the demesne lands, 
which are occupied by near four hundred thou- 
•and peasants ; and from inns and public houses, 
tolls and customs by sea and land, salt-works, 
stamp-duties, law-suits, abbey lands, and cara*^ 
vans, with many other inferior paiticulars* 
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It is supposed that the regular standing army 
of Russia consists of two hundred and fifty thou- 
sand men, exclusive of an infinite number of 
troops which may be raised on an emergen- 
^:y. The navy has become very respectable i 
and the officers and seamen frequently dis-~ 
play a considerable share of skill and bravery. 
Many British officers, indeed, have enjoyed 
principal commands in the fleets of Russia, and 
have introduced their native discipline, which is 
equally the object of admiration as of terror to the 
rest of Europe- 

The common punishments in this country are 
the battogen, katze, and knoute.s The former 
of these inflictions consists in stripping the 
culprit to the shirt, and laying him on the 
ground on his belly, when one man being placed 
on his neck, and another on his feet, they beat 
him on the back with small wands during the 
appointed time. The katze, which was origi- 
nally inflicted on those who, in violation and 
contempt of a public prohibition, ventured to 
take snufi*, is performed by slitting the nostrils* 
The knoute, however, is the most common pu- 
nishment in Russia, and may properly be consi- 
dered as the most barbarous and dreadful inflic- 
tion that can possibly be imagined on this side 
of death. The culprit being stripped to the 
waist, and having his feet tied together, the . 
executioner is provided with a bulPs pizzic, to 
which are fastened three thongs of an elk's skin^ 
and standing at a convenient distance, draws 
blood at every stroke. The flesh is usually 
stripped off the bones, and the vitals arc expos- 
ed ; and many die la the hands of the execu- 
lioner. 
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To particularize the various nations which 
inhabit the territories of this immense empire^ 
Would far exceed the limits of a general work ; 
^ut we shall select such as seem entitled to pecu- 
•&Lr attention. 

The ancients were not unacquainted with the 
Laplanders, whem they called Pigmies and 
Troglodytes: by the former appellation^ they 
denoted the shortness of their stature, which 
Tarely reaches to, and never exceeds the height 
of four feet ; by the latter, they designated their 
-custom of living in subterraneous caves, which 
they dig for their habitations* The hands and 
feet of this people are remarkably small, and 
seem peculiarly formed for clambering up the 
sides of i*ocks and mountains, with which Lap- 
land is covered. Naturally attached to their 
native soil, they conceive it impossible for them 
to live in any other part of the world. They 
possess few ideas ^ are subject to no particular 
disease; and drink nothing but water in that 
Irozen clime. Unacquainted with the distinc- 
tions of private property, they have wives in 
common. Their religion is divested of any 
established system of belief, and consists entirely 
in ceremonial worship. 

The Samoieds inhabit the shores of the fi'ozen 
ocean, and extend to parts which have hitherto 
eluded the examination of the curious traveller. 
These people, who greatly resemble the Lap- 
landers in stature, differ from them in many 
particulars ; their cheeks are jutting and bloated, 
their eyes long and almost shut, their complexion 
i& tawny, and the bosoms of the women are black. 
The Russians have endeavoured to impart to 
them some knowledge of Christianity ; but the 
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Samoieds rank Jesus Christ only in the number 
of their gods. They allow a plurality of wives. 
When their parents are grown old and infirm, 
they drown, or otherwise destroy thenis in order 
to relieve them from the miseries and calamities 
of life. 

The Cossacs, who are a tall, well pro^rtioned, 
vigorous, courageous race of. men, inured to 
fatigue, fickle, lively, and full of vivacity, are 
mentioned in history at an early period, when 
they inhabited mount Caucasus, and were sub- 
jected to the Russians in 1021. About the 
commencement of the sixteenth century, the 
Zaporog Cossacs removed their habitations t© 
the fertile and spacious plains, which stretch 
along the banks of the Neiper* Fot^seeing the 
advantages whieh would arise from defencting; 
this people against the incursions of the Tartars, 
the Poles took them under their protection, and 
resigned to them the entire possession of ail the 
country which lies between the rivers Neiper 
and Neister, and the Tartarian frontiers. Thus 
protected, they became populous, kept the Turks 
under perpetual alarms by their incursion^, and 
seized on the islands of the Neiper, which they 
fortified. Notwithstanding the recipixxal ad- 
vantages which were the fruits of this union, 
a friendship did not long subsist between the 
Poles and Cossacs. The former envying the 
latter the possession of the fertile country which 
they inhabited, endeavoured to bring them un- 
der subjection. The CoBsacs, however, fired 
with honest Indignation, had recourse to arms, 
and applying to the Russians and Turics for 
assistance, a cruel and bloody war ensued, which 
was at length terminated by the czar 'of Russia 
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^Tttnttng to the Cossacs (Mrotection and assistance. 
Their former fertile country being desolated and 
laid 'Waste by the long continuance of the wart 
they settled in the Russian Ukraine, preserved 
their ancient constitution, and were exein{>ted 
from the payment of all taxes. To compensate 
in some measure for these immunities, they 
atipuiated to maintain at their own expense a 
considerable body of troops for the service of 
Hussia. . But in 1708^ Mazeppa, the hettman* 
or chief of the Cossacs, infringed tlus treaty, and 
joined Chiles the twelfUi of Sweden. Peter 
the first, who at that time possessed the thi-one 
of Russia, in order to prevent such revolts for 
the future, sent a sirong detachment into the 
little islands of the Neiper, whither the Cossacs 
had fled with their families and effects, inhu- 
manly commanded ihem to be put to death, and 
their ^ property to be divided among his soldiera* 
Exclusive of the massacre committed by the 
czar's troops> he caused a great number of Cos« 
sacs to be transported to the Baltic, where 
they endured the most unmerited sufierings* 
Peter» however, did not succeed in extirpating 
that* warlike nation. The office of bettman was 
sJ)olished in 1722, but restored in 1750, when 
the empresa Elisabeth confirmed the election of 
one of: her privy-counsellors to tliat dignity. 
Tiie. internal -government of this people seems to 
approximate the nearest to that of the ancient 
Germans* The captains and officers of the na- 
tion elect a chief, who holds his office during 
life, and is considered as a superior over the 
other townS} each of which is formed into a 
separate commonwealtht and governed by an 
officer chosen annually The Cossacs arc divid- 
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ed into many tribes, but their manners ami 
customs bear a strong affinity to one another; 
and their princii>al distinction seems to be the 
effect of local and accidental causes. 

The czar possesses a part of Circassian which 
is situated in Asiatic Russia, or Russian Tartary.- 
The females here are celebrated for their beauf^y 
and called the " French Tartar women," oiv 
account of their great fondness of fashions. 
The men also dress in a tasteful manner. They 
practise circumcision, which is the only part of 
Mahometanism they observe, and with it they 
mingle certain ceremonies of Paganism and 
Christianity. 

The Tartars are a people who inhabit a vase 
extent of territory*in the Russian empire. They 
are in general disagreeable in their persons, but 
strong and very robust. So numerous are the 
tribes into which they are divided, that the bare 
nomenclature of them would be a difficult, study- 
to commit to memory. They are scattered over 
the plains, which they inhabit in preference to 
any other part, and consider towns and cities as 
places of confinement. It is not, therefore^ to 
be wondei-ed at, that no country in tlic world 
contains fewer towns than Russian Tartary. It 
possesses, however, heaps of ruins, which suffi- 
ciently demonstrate that it has not always been 
thus bare of cities, and which must be the re* 
mains of cities of considerable magnitude. In 
some sepulchres, which stand near to them, the 
curious have found Grecian, Syrian, Arabian, 
and Roman coins. 

In Siberia, which is an immense country, or 
rather frightful desert, whither the Russians are 
exiled, similar vestiges of habitations may be 
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ebaervedi The Huns^ who oveftttmed the R<>« 
man empircy and who had originally emigmted 
from the north of China, issaed from these 
forests* To them succeeded the Tartars, called 
Usbecks, who in their turn, were dispossessed 
by the Russians. It is thus that for ages men 
liave continued to murder each other, in fighting 
S>rooeofthe most uninviting countries upon 
earth. The cold is here of long duration, and 
so intense that people have often been frozen to 
deafh on horseback. In this country all kinds 
of minerals are to be met with; and Siberia 
ftrtiiisbes fossile bones, which are the relicks 
either of very large elephants, whose existence 
BAitst appear very extraordinary in so cold a 
cHmate) or of a species of animal which is 
now to^y extinct. Which of these opinions 
ought to be adopted^ naturalists are not agreed. 
Tiie scattered hordes, or tribes, who inhabit this 
eountry, have not adopted the same manners, 
but each has its own peculiar customs, govern- 
ment, and religion, if deserving that appellation. 
Siberia was not subjected to the Russians by 
gentle means. Peter the Great caused in one 
day seven hundred of the inhabitants of a small 
' town, cadled Tara, to be impaled alive, in order 
to deter others from oxispiring against him. 
Near to that unfortunate town grows a species of 
henbane, which, being infused in liquor, pro- 
duces a very extraordinary effect on those who 
drink it: the most minute things become great 
in their eyes ; a straw is minified into a beam, 
a few drops of water seem a lake, and the small- 
est bole appears a precipice. Possessed of so 
excellent a preservative, it is much to be regret- 
ted that the ill*(ated inhabitants did not send i9 
C 2 
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the czar a few casks of wine dulf impregQatttii 

with it. 



CHAP. IL 

From the Acceanon of Ruric to the ExtinctUm tif 
h£» Family, 

NOTWITHSTANDING aU researches into 
antiquit3r, the Russians may be considered 
in the same light as those ancient families, who 
are ignorant of their origin and descent, and are 
scarcely acquainted with the names of those who 
iit^t began to raise them to celebrity and repute*- 
In fact, it would be an extremely difficult task 
to prove whether their {progenitors were Scythi- 
ans, Huns, Cimbri, Getse, Sarmats, or other 
ancient inhabitants of those countries, which are 
now comprehended within the dominions of the 
czar^ It is not till the middle of the fifteenth 
century, that we can discover in those extensive 
tracts of territory other inhabitants than hordes 
of savages, who advancing, retreating, combating, 
expelling, expelled, and returning, were at lengtb 
united under the command of a more enterprise ' 
ing and successful chieftain, who formed them 
into a corporate nation. On the death of this 
leader, the collected tribes were divided among 
his children, who renew the former confusioiw 
After some time arises another chief, who re- 
sumes the empire, which he again loses or dis- 
members among his family. In this manner^ 
Russia was incessantly exposed to the fatal vicissi- 
tudes of sovereigns and intestine wars, and being 
oppressed by the bloody contests of those dis- 



f^ 



,y Google 



KUSSt A. 1 f 

cordant priitces, frequently became an easy prey 
to the Poles and Tartars. 

We shall, however, retrace the so7ereig;ns of 
. this country as far back as the most authentic 
accounts of Russia extend* — In the ninth cen- 
tury, the Scandinavians, who were Danes, Nor- 
mans or Norwegians, and Swedes, emigrated 
from the north, and crossing the Baltic, settled 
in this country. They first subdued the inhabit- 
ants of Courland, Livonia, and Esthonia ; and, 
extending their conquests, exacted tributes from 
the natives of Novogor«^. These intruders 
were denominated Waregers, from which the 
iiame Russes or Russians, is said to derive its 
origin* This country being broken into several 
petty states, which were continually at war 
with each other, the most horrid rapine, cruelty, 
and devastations were frequently committed. 
Gostomisel, therefore, a principal person among 
the Novogoradians, by whom he was highly re- 
vered for hi? prudence and understanding, pity- 
ing the wretched condition of his countrymen, 
advised them to apply to their potent neighbours 
the Waregers, and to offer them the govern- 
ment* This proposal was readily accepted, and" 
three princes of known abilities and valour, 
whose names were Ruric, Sineus, and Truwor, 
who are said to have been brothers, were deput- 
ed to the oflBce. They reigned very amicably, 
and made considerable additions to their respec- 
tive territories, all of which at length devolved 
to Ruric, by the death of Sineus and Truwor, 
who left no issue* 

On the demise of Ruric, he left his 
dominions to his son Igor, a minor, whom ^^^^* 
he committed to the care of a relation 
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named 0}ecliy that gOTerned with great tn^ttgnl^ 
during the non-age of the young prince, mi 
c&larged his territoriea hj the conquest of aere- 
ral towns and districts* He also undertook an « 
expedition against Constantinoipley which he be* 
sieged for some timet and at length compelled 
the emperor to purchase peace at a simulated 
price* Okch governed the dominiottt^ of wliich 
be was oi^y regenti thirty-three years. On the 
death of Olech, Igor, regardless of the treatf 
which had been before concluded, set sail' for 
Constantinople. His so&e aim, and that of the 
troops who composed his army, was to plunder 
and destroy wherever they came. He ravageSF 
Paphlagonia, Pontus, and fiythinia; and the 
troops of the empire being at a distance, the 
want of resistance and opposiUon increased the 
force and impetuosity of his rage. The cruel- 
ties inflicted on the wretched inhabitants were 
dreadful and incredible. At length, however, 
the Grecian armies assembled and attacked them 
on all sides ; and the Russians atoned with their 
Uood for the blood of their victims ; and Igor 
returned to his dominions with scarcely one-thiix! 
of his forces* This prince afterwards ravaged 
and desolated the country of the Drevlians, who 
were already tributary to him, and who, beings 
rendered desperate by repeated outn^^, slevT 
him. This murder was dreadfully avenged on 
the whole nation, by Olga, the widow of Igor* 
She' afterwards went ? to Constantinople, where 
she was baptized, and received the name of 
Helen ; and many of her subjects were converted . 
to Christianity. 

Swctoslaw, the son of Igor and Olga, wa? a 
great warrior, and enlarged his* dominions by 
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tbe .acayigitioa: of much territory ; bot embark* 
ing^ in an ea^dition against the Greeks, at the 
head of a numerous array) he was defeated^ and 
obliged to seek refuge among the Petcbenegans» 
whose prince basely murdered him, and used 
his skull as a goblet, on which was inscribed the 
following sentence : ^^ In seelung the propeity of 
oUiersi thine own was lost." 

Wolodimir I. inherited the valour of ^ ^ 
his father, and having obtained posses- 976. ' 
sioQ of a vast dominion, by the death of 
his brothers, awed the neighbouring princes* 
cqxnposed faction, extended the boundaries of 
\ja» territories, and, through the terror of his 
arais, procured for his subjects the blessings of 
peace* This prince married the tbter of the 
Oreek emperor, Basilius Porphyrogenitus, and 
embraced Christianity. Previously to his con* 
---version to. the religion of Jesus, he had five^ 
wives, and eight hundred concubines**. For- 
getting the fate of his own brothers, he impru- 
dently divided his dominions among hU twelve 
sons^ who beciLme enemies to ea<p|i other, and 
after his death, replunged their country into all 
the horrors of murders, massacres^ . and civil 
wars. 

. Jaroslaw, who had been appointed to ^ jj 
the government of Novogorod* assembled ioi9. 
his forces, and attacking his brothers, . 
dispossessed. Ihem of their dominions, which, he^ 
usurped. Encouraged by some success which 
he gained over the Cossacs, he ventured to carry" 
on war against the Poles, but was obliged to 

* From this circumstance he received tUe name of Se* 
lomoa. 
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yidd to the supenor valour of Che- ktiiff of Po- 
land, and to the discipline of experienced troops* 
The conqueror^ however, contented himself witli 
imposing an annual tribute upon Russia, and 
confirmed Jaroslaw in his possessions* This 
prince also divided his dominions among his fire 
sons^ whom he named his successors* The hor* 
rora of civil war were soon renewed undeir 
princes equally ambitious, and able to injure 
each other. None of the parties was so weak 
as to be obliged to submit, nor so powerful as to 
command respect. 

Persecuted by his brethren and relations 
Jzaslow, the eldest son of the late prince, was 
compelled to abandon, in 1067, the throne 
which had been left him by his father. Bf the 
asustance of the Poles, however, he obtained 
possession of his dominions in 106d ; but was 
expelled a second time in 1075. The Poles 
again reinstated him in 1077. From this pe> 
riod, the history of the Russian empire consists 
fer some time of one continued series of wars 
which the several princes waged against each 
other. 

*A D ^^ length, Wolodimtr II. nephew to 
1 106. Jzaslow, being more fortunate, and more 
enterprising than the rest, possessed him- 
self of the greatest part of these territories, and 
caused himself to be declared luiiversal mo* 
narch. He transferred the whole of his power 
to his son Wsewokl IL who plunged the state 
into fresh disorder, by dividing his don^nions 
among his children, that foj;aned separate and 
independent gdvemments, and were continually 
employed in destroying each other* These 
rival princes renewed the dreadful scenes qf 
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te^tujchiTf^ tsf^MaifwtioB) domeai^ ttunmA^i and 
Iratncide. The Tartars availed theinsefves at 
these dissentions, atid made incuraioBs into Rns- 
Ma, i^hich they laundered and deiolated. 
The prkidpalities of Wokxlimir, Ha^ 
fits, and Klow, fehou^ considerable when f:^P' 
umted, were not able eeparatdy to resist 
rtlie frequent inixiads of the Poles, who avtVfVmk 
aiKl piiluged the country* Hostilities, however, 
continued with ^reat violence between itussia 
mnd Pc^and) dtirin^ the reigns of Boieslaus III* 
«nd Casimir IL The death of Wladifntr^ ne^ 
<phew to the Polish king, and who had obtained 
•sonie dominiofis in Russia, (x:ca&ioned fresh 
£&iids and contentions. 

The Russians were n6w reduced to a 
most deploi-aWe condition. They were fa.,?' 
perpetually distressed by their sove- ' * 
reigns, harassed by their neighbours, and ex- 
posed to ail the calamities ojf war; when to 
complete tbetr misery, ilie Tartars attacked 
them with irresistible fury, and made an entire 
conquest of their country. History does not 
inform us of the particulars of this remaiiwable 
event ; but we are told that innumerable roulti* 
tudes of those barbarians, commanded by their 
khan Batto, or Battiis, having ravaged a great 
part of Poland and Silesia, made a sudden in- 
road into Russia, which they desolated, and in 
which they committed every act of cruelty that 
could possibly be suggesied. Most of the Rus- 
sian princes, including the great-duke George 
8evolodttz, were made prisoners and put to death ; 
and none found mercy, but those who voluntari- 
ly acknowledged the Tartars as their lords and 
ipvereigns* 



,y Google 



^4 RUSSIA; 

George SeT(^oditz was succeeded by bk bro» 
ther Michael Sevoloditz Zernigouski, who c^ 
posed those barbarous enemies of his countrf^ 
but was defeated by them, and lost his life* He 
left three sons, whose wars with each other 
proved fetal to them all. The son and grand- 
son of one of these princes were successiveljr 
advanced to the throne of Russia by the Tartars ^ 
and the latter, whose name was Daniel Alexan- 
drowitz, removed his couit from Wolodimir to 
Moscow, where he assumed the title of Great 
Duke of Wolodimir and Moscow. He left two 
sons, Gregory and John, the former of whom 
obtained the sovereignty, but was soon after- 
wards assassinated by Demetri Michaelowitz, 
who was put to death by the Tartars for this ac* 
tion, and the brother of the murdered prince 
ascended the throne. John left three sons, 
John, Simon, and Andrew; and the eldest of 
them, 'commonly called Iwan Iwanowitz^ was 
created sovereign by the approbation of the Tar- 
tars, on whom he was dependent* 

During these several reigns, which occupy a 
space of more than one hundred years, and 
which all historians have slightly passed over 
for want of authentic records, the miseries of a 
foreign yoke were aggravated by the calamities 
of intestine discord and civil war. The Poles 
^nd Livonians seizing this opportunity, attacked 
Russia, and made themselves masters of much 
territory and several towns. The Russians and 
Tartars united their forces, and assembled an 
army sufficiently numerous to subjugate Poland, 
but which was destitute of valour and discipline. 
Casimir, undaunted by this multitude of Barba- 
rlansy presented himself at the head of a few 
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troops on the borders of the Vistulai tad obliged 
his enemies to retire. A. O. 1340. 

Dembtrius Iwanowitz, son of Iwan Iwano- 
Intz, who commanded in Moscow, made fre- 
quent efibrU to rid himself of the g^ling yoke 
of tJie Tartars. Ht defeated Mamaf their khan 
In many engagements, and, when conqueror, re- 
fused to pay them any tribute, and assumed the 
title of Great Duke of Muscovy* But these op- 
pressors of the north returning in greater num- 
bers thstfi before, Demetrius was at length over- 
powered, and perished with his' whole army, 
which is said to have amounted to upwards of 
two hundred and forty thousand men. 

Ba&ilius Demetriwitz revenged th^. death of his 
fiither. He attacked his enemies, expelled them 
his dominions, and conquered Bulgaria* * Equally 
brave and politic, he concluded an alliance with 
the Poles, to whom he ceded a part of his terri- 
tories, on condition of their assisting him in de« 
fending the rest against the incursions of the 
Tartars. This treaty, however, was a weak 
barrier against ambition ; and the Russians found 
enemies in thdr new allies. Basiiius Demetri* 
witz had a son called after himself, to whom the 
sovereignty ought namrally to have descended ; 
but the father suspecting his legitimacy, left it 
to his brother Gregory, a man of a severe and 
tyrannical disposition, who was hated by the 
people. The • Russians, however, asserted the 
right of the son, and proclaimed him their so- 
vereign ; and the Tartars taking cognizance of 
the dispute, determined also ii> favour of Basi- 
iius. Gregoiy, therefore, had recourse to arms, 
drove his nephew fvqm Moscow, and forcibly 
usurped the goVemmentj of which he kept po9- 
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fteaftioQ, On bis d^^h, Baailiu$ . i^tupti«4 t% 
iioscow ; but Andrew and Demetrius,, tti^ sons^ 
of Gregory) having taken him prisoner^ pat out 
his eyes ; and frooi this circumstance he Qbtaaurt 
td the appellation of the BUnd^ by which he 
ipoiA afterward^ distinguished* The subjects o( 
this upfbrtuni^tQ prince» incensed at the crue^ 
Ireatttient he had received^, compelled the pets 
petrators of the crime to fly to Novogocod) an^ 
reinstated their lawful spv^reign at Mosppw^ 
Vh^^ h^ died. 

In the midst of this, general cQn&sioql 
titJd' ^'^^ J^^ ®^ those men, whom strong 
' and violent passipns inspire with, hoidj 
t>e83i activityt and resolution; and' in whom 
inipetuous vices sometimes pix>duce the happ]^ 
eSects of heroic virtues. John Basilowit;^ I. b}f 
his invipcijbl^ spirit and refined policy,. beioamQ 
both the conqueror and <)eUverer of Ivs coimtr^i 
9nd laid the foundation of that grand^turj; bjc 
v^hich, Russia has been since distinguished. , Obt 
serving with indignation the narvow limits of 
his power^ on his accession to the th^e». h^ 
immediately revolved within himself the mean«^ 
of enlarging his dominion8% He m^rned So? 
phia> the daughter of Thomas Paleologus^ wha 
had ''been expelled from Constantinople, ^ 
obliged to take refuge in Rome, where the popc^ 
portioned this princess* To thia alliance^ the 
Russians owed their deliverance from the ydkc 
of the Tartars ; and Sophia impelled her ^^ 
band to attempt his '{ji^edom and that of hi^ 
people* Taking advantage of a war in whicli 
the Tartars were engaged wit^ thc^ Poles, aoq 
having in the mean time considerably increase^ 
Ifi^ foix:eB| Basilowitz not only openly .disqlaini^ 
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tiA aH sabjeetion to that people, but also attacked 
th'df dominions, and made himself master of 
Caiah, where he was crowned with the diadem 
bf tliat kingdom* 

The province of Permia, with great part of 
Lapland and Astatic Bulgaria, soon submitted to 
his arms ; and great Novogorod, a city then fam- 
dtrs aibong the Russians, *rho tisedto express their 
*en^e bf its strength and importance by a pro- 
I'fextJta.t expressidn, ^s redtWed by his ^nerajs, 
after a siege of seven years. AH the north 
Itehteld, with astontshment and dhmay, the tvpid 
te(it'ease of hts power : ibneign n'atibns courted 
*?a ^MartCe; artd the steVem! pett^ princes of 
ftcfssia submitted to liim without resistance. 
■ He Irtine^ted Setvift to hi* dominions; anrf 
defeated the Lithuanians near the river Wed* 
rast(!h« Elated by this suctess, the Russians in- 
♦aded Livonia, but sufifeted a defeat. In trtiich 
tfeh IhousaTid of them t^ere slain. Dispirited by 
<h& discomfiture, and being then engaged ii^ 
i^ar with the Tartars, the Pole^, and. the city bt 
Pleskbw, Basilowitz dispatch6d an embassy to 
dife g^nd-master bf the kniglrts of the crossj 
aftd coticftided a t^uce t^th him for fifty years. 
* Jfohn ftasilowiti'^lrtay jtistly be reckoned afl( 
the ftrattdfef of the Russian empire. He pos- 
sessed *dl the polities Vehith constitute a 
^xjufefwt he was fentetpri^rtg, intrepid, 
ihd indefatigable ; but he had All the vice* 
6f a barbaiotrs age, and all the fewciiy of a sa- 
iage country. Me hatl a comman'dlng aspect, 
|i gigantic stattn^, ah astonishing strength, itid 
a fierce and terrific look. Though he punished 
A*unkenAesB sfevei'dy in t>lhet^, he indulged in 
it blmseif ^ he fately passed a day without iiv 
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toxicanng hims^f at table* The esecess ef fi- 
quor laid him asleep i but he awoke in good 
. humour* Notwithstanding his defects, he was^ 
honoured with the surname of Great* After htm 
conquest of Casan, he assumed the title of czar^ 
which signifies emperor ; but it was more used 
by his successors* 

On the death of John Basilowitz the 
^505 ^^^^^ ought of right to have de- 
* volved to his eldest son Demetriu% 
whom he had by a former wife ; but Sophia, by 
means of various and artful insinuations, obtain* 
ed it for her own son Gabriel* Demetrius was 
confined in a prison, where he died of hunger 
or poison* On ascending the throne, Gabrielt 
disliking his own name> assumed that of Basi- 
lius Twanowitz. 

Alexander, king of Poland, thinking that 
Russia would again be distracted by factions and 
civil wars, which might afford him an opportu« 
nity of recovering the territories, lost by hia 
&ther, marched into Lithuania ; but finding no 
possible means of relieving or enthroning the 
young Demetrius, he retired into Poland, where 
he died soon after* Basilius, in his turn, suppoa-^ 
ing that the Poles would disagree about the choice ' 
^ j^ of a new king, prepared to take advantage 
1507. o^ ^^^i^ dissentions ; but his expecta* 
tions being frustrated by their unanimous 
election of Sigismund L he sent an ai^my into 
Lithuania, and brsieged Smolensko, under pre« 
tence that bis sister Helena, who had been mar-; 
ried to the late sovereign, had not been treated 
with the respect due to her rank and dignity*' 
The resistance of the inhabitants, however, and 
the approach of a large and powerftd army of 
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?bles aftd Crim-Tartai's, who were miuching to 
tte relief of the place, compelled the Russians 
to raise the siege, and retufn into theif own 
tbtintiy. Thithei* also the enemy followed them, 
and pfenetirating to the gates of Moscow, madfe 
the ezaf tfembte oh his throne, and obliged him 
to submit to such conditions as the vieiorsHhought 
i>rt>per to impose. 

The Tanars & second time entered Russia with 
an iflnu'mi6rable force, ravaged the country, and 
made themselves masters of Moscow. Basilius 
Was obliged to acknowledge himfeelf their vassal, 
and to promise to pay them an annual tribute* 
Macbmetgeri, the Tartar khan, having caused 
his own Statue to be eretted in Moscow, as a 
mark of his sovereignty^ compelled the Kussiafi 
tftonarCh, Who had fled to Novogofod, to return 
to his eapitkl ; to bring thither in person the first 
payment bf the tribtjlte j and, as a token of his 
submission, to prostrate himself before the sta- 
tue, fiiitno sooner were the Tartars departed, 
than the Muscovites broke in pieces the statue 
bf Machmetgeri, and shbok off the yoke. 

Basilius having determined to marry, he con- 
vened a council of the pdncipal persons in his 
doniinions, and desired their Opinion, Whether it 
Would be more tondufciVe to tlie interest cf Rus- 
sia, that he should espouse a native Or a foreigner, 
fhey all agreed that it would be most propel 
to marry a woman of their bWn nation. -Ac- 
f:ordingly, no less than fifteen hundred young 
ladies were asseriibled, that frbift their numbsr 
he might make his choice* The fair one, whQ 
obtained the preference, was named Salome^ 
with whom the czar lived twenty years, witl^ 
eput having by her any children. Disgusted by her 
D5 
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8teriltty> or impelled by other motiveft, he di? 
vorced her, and compelled the unfortunate cza- 
rina to be immured in a convent* Salomea was 
almost fori^tten^ when news arrived at court 
that she was pregnant* The czar sent women to 
ascertain the truth of this report : they returnedi 
and informed him that it was authentic* Basilius 
thought it very extraordinary ; but Salomea pro- 
tested that she had never known any other man f 
and said, that she had been delivered of a soq 
who would appear in due time to revenge her 
wrongs. The czar gave himself no farther con- 
cern respecting this business, but married an- 
other wife, named Helen, whose son John suc- 
ceeded him in the government, at the age of 
Ihree yeai^s. 

Helen is described as a woman of an aban- 
doned character and dissolute morals. The czari 
whether ignorant or regardless of her conduct, 
' showed her great afiPection* But the guardians 
of the young monarch were not equally indulg- 
ent: as she continued to pursue her licentious 
courses, they put her to death, fastened her 
paramour to a spit, and roasted him alive. 
. j^ John Basilowitz* H. applied himself 

1533. ^^ ^^^^ studies as might qualify him for 
governing his vast dominions. He sent 
an embassy to the emperor Charles V« and re- 
quested that priests might be sent from Germany, 
to instruct him and his subjects in the ^doctrines 
and ceremonies of the Latin church* He also 
desired, that some wise and experienced states- . 

* The termination witz denotes, that the per§on is the 
eldest ton of a great family, ^nd is frequently girem to the 
j^rMumptive heir <^ the «rowm. 
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men, together with arti&ts, architects, and me- 
chanicians, might accompany them, in order to 
civilize the people under his goyemment. To 
this request the emperor Charles readily agreed, 
and tlie Russian ambassador engaged upwards of 
three nundred Germans, who repaired to Lu- 
bec, with an intent to proceed from thence to 
Livonia* But the mhabitants of that place^ 
who were very powerful, and wished to engross 
the whole commerce of the north, represented 
to the emperor the dangerous consequence of 
tlius affording instmction to the Russians, whiclr 
would enable them to establish manufactures in 
their owb country, llie Germans were per- 
suaded to return, and the Russian ambassador 
was imprisoned on his arrival at Lubec. The 
czar was highly incensed at these proceedings) 
and amply revenged himself on the daring au<» 
thors of this insolence. 

He afterwards ordered his ambassador at 
Vienna to remind the emperor Ferdinand, and 
the empire, of the request he had formerly 
made to Charles V. He declared that his rea- 
sons for wishing to have artists'" and architects 
from Germany, rather than from any other na- 
tion, were, because he knew the Germans to be 
an upright, virtuous, and lionest people; be- 
cause they were his neighbours ; and because he 
himself reigned over those very provinces in 
Scythia, which had formerly been inhabited by 
the Teutons. He requested that the artists 
might be accompanied by odicers and men suf- 
ficient to form for him two regiments ; the on© 
of cavalry, and the other of infantry ; and pro- 
mised that they should never be employed 
against the Christians; and only against the 
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Tttt*k8« These arguments, h6#cVter, ^^ref^fttdt 
ftctiial $ uid the imperiaV court pbreeiv^ that 
the csar's design was to introdute the arts and 
tnilitary discipline into his dominions. And th^ 
etnperot* 6( Germany dreading the ascendency 
Which those barbarians might acquire^ if t>rcy* 
perly instructed and disciplined) sent them nei- 
ther artists nor ofiieers. 

The csar had fbr some time negotiate n 
treaty of tnarriage fbr the princess Catharine 
Jagellonica, sister to Si^iSmund Augustus^ k'ltt^ 
of Poland } but disagreeing in one of the atti- 
cles c^ the matrimonial contract, the Poles, b^ 
Way of derision, sent him a white niare finely 
caparisoned. Incensed at this insult, Basilowitz 
vowed revenge, and made them fbd the Weig^ht 
of his resentment. 

In order to prtnre the attachment or aversion 
of the Russians to his person and government, 
he abdicated the throne, and appointed prince 
Simeon, who was of Cassanian extraetion, but 
had been bapUzed, and resided at the court of 
Moscow, to be czar of Russia. The people aso- 
sembled, and represented . to him, in the most 
respectful terms, the anguish they suflfered, and 
the dangers to which the state was exposed by 
this measure, and humbly besought that he 
Would resutne the government. Basilowitz pt^ 
tending to yield to their importunity. Consented 
to re-ascend the throne, and, a few days afler^ 
returned to his capital. 

The czar obtained some successes against the 
Swedes and Danes, for which he is supposed t6 
have been indebted in a great measure to Get^ 
ttan discipline. • Either, therefore, all th6 prince^ 
«f Germany had not been eqfiaily pditic as tbi 
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lHBfttft»r^ \^t had safiered the emigration of 
a0i3D€ of their military men ; or, what, perhap% 
is more probable, Basilowitz had procured those 
Instructors in apite of, and unknown to, their 
aoreragna* By their aaaistance he waa enabled 
lo beat the Germans themaelvea. It is relatedt 
that when some Livonian officers were carried 
through the streets of Moscow in triumph, two 
captive Tartar kings, who were witnesses of the 
^lectacle, spit in their faces, and said, " Yoii 
'* German dogs have well merited this treatmenty 
^ for having put into the hands of the Russians 
^ that scourge with which tliey first chastised U89 
*> and now punish you." 

It was a great and unexpected satis- 
&ction tp this osar, that, during his f:^f' 
reign, some Englishmen, who had sailed 
9n a voyage of discovery, landed in Russia* al 
the place which is now the port of Archangel s 
and Basilowitz became acquainted with persona 
of that natbn, who, by their abilities and de^ 
portment, acquired his favour in such a degreCf 
that he paiticularly encouraged the English 
commerce, and thus opened a new channel of 
intercourse with a highly polished people, by 
which the Russians obtained a fresh incitement 
to activity and industry. His affection for the 
English was so great, that he formed the design 
of marrying a lady of that nation. He had a 
great esteem for queen Elizabeth, and repeatedlf 
begged that she would grant him an asylum in 
her dominions, if he should ever be reduced to 
the necessity of leaving his subjects, who were 
extremdy ungrateful to him, and greatly dis« 
contented with the innovations which he at- 
tempU^d to effect in their manners and behar- 
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idur. Elfkabcth iMstired tlie tittsditt fc MMfl t ftS 
diPi that if the csar shotild ever be redoted «§ 
the disagreeable neoesaity of quitting tiis^ ^iiK 
pire, he should obtain a safe retreiftin Ehgfatadi 
he proyided for in a maimer suiubleto his dlg^ 
1^, ekijoy the fttc exercise of his retfgiori) Md 
he permitted to de|>an whenev^ he BhouM 
think pboperb BaAilbwitt had so little l^idfi^ 
«n his safety, that he otiee made p^paY^tteier 
iir his dttpartufe from Russia ; bdt, ^t the t^tthleil 
s5licitations of his iHeild»i he ceMMetited to ffi^ 
Slibiti* He also desired queen Elitabeth lo Mp<« 
plyr htm With saifots and ship^Wrfghl^ ; but ^^ 
know not that this request #as ever 'COhipHb^ 
with. 

"While £aiiilo#itk was planning the Iheim^ iit 
a retreat in England, ih tase he shouM be dlfftft 
lh>m his throne^ the unfortunate Ei^ king iX 
Sweden, solicited am asyhim at Moscow, digits ' 
mund, king of P^^and) had in\^ded th6 irdiii 
tiers of Russia with a numerous army^ and poi^ 
sessed himself of the tastles of Ula and Sub^ 
with several oth^ places. Bastlowltz maircbed 
kk peVion against the Fole^, and intrusted lfi» 
government of his dominions to a nbbl^tMifti 
named Iwan Patrowitz. But being inform^ nA 
his netum) that IHstrowtt&^ support^ by sOtxMS 
iKyars, had intended to preveht him INM ^tMr^ 
ing his territories, and to mamtain by fhrce thi; 
»3thoritywith which he was ihvtijrted, the t2^ 
caused the usurper to be arrested* By his order 
the culprit was arrayed In robes of roydty, and 
aeated upon the throne ; wheh Basilowit^, coAki 
ptimenting him in an ironical strain on hi^ hap' 
l^ness in the possession of what he had so at» 
denUy desired, and approaching hhn with vL 
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ti^elipiMBe^of ptoim^ng his «lkgi«9c<i binI fidelity 
U^ hu person and gov^rameot, stabbed him witft 
U» poignardy and abandoned him to the fury of 
Ua.gnarde^ w^ tope him in pieces. In mi^gi^ 
ti^ of t^is Imut act of cruelty, it is said) Uiat 
ilpt^rdingr to.th<? laws of Russia, the coir is hixof^ 
self the ex^Citf iooer of his own s^Bt^n^^s ; hot 
litmt ^cciiae or ^potegy caa be ofieM fiur tb4 
pr^n di ng scene i 

These troufiles we^e scarcely ^emuiaated^ 

vbcn iSelini) the son of Solyman, empepor of 

QonetaDtmop^t. Ibmed the dosigti of subduing 

i|)l. TarUu?y, in order to wipe off the disg;nioe 

ig(hlch hi^ beea occasioned by the imprisoih* 

i|9^nt qf the sultan Bajaaetf who had been.dei' 

fitted by the femoua Timur Beclb or Ttoief^ 

I^S For this purpose, Selin% concluded an 

lAiai^e. with some princes* who we^e to send 

Um auc^oujTS by the way oi the Caspito sea* 

.aitd msed himself an army of three hun^?ed 

thousand men* These troops embarked at Coq» 

i^entiiKifle) crossed the Black s«a and the Palus 

Msrotbf 1^ lended sl% Aaoph, where they wete 

joined bf^' the Crim-Tartarsy with a reinforce^ 

meat of forty thousand archers* This fonnid- 

Abi^ army marched directly ti&wards Astracao^ 

where the sultan bad isfornWd hie soldiers, that 

tl^ would find all the treasures of Armenia, 

Pecsiei and India* Zembrioow, wlio commandi- 

ed for the.c^ar, wa» alarmed at this multitude 

of eaemae^; but cottectmg a stroog body of 

forces, he attacked tbei» unes^pectedly in a de- 

filoy wh^Fetheir numbeiis served only to embar«> 

ras^ tbem» put them to fligbt». and took theii^ 

«. Vi4e Vo;. xa* 
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baggage and artillery. To complete their itiisi 
fi)rt\ines, their allies did not meet them at the 
plac^ appointed ; and the Russians and^ Tartars 
beconfiing more bold, in proportion as the vrtak* 
tiess and timidity of their enemies increased* 
followed them on all sides, and obliged them t» 
make a shameful and precipitate retreat. 2ere- 
brinow attacked their ships, of which he. todc 
several, and sunk the rest ; and the grand en- 
terprise of Selim terminated in loss and <&• 
'grace* 

The Swedes and Poles making continual in- 
roads into Russia^ committed many acts of cru- 
elty, and occasioned much confusion in the em- 
irire. The*czar, contrary to his usual custom, 
remained at this time inactive; and the Russians 
murmured at a conduct, which they considered 
as more pusillanimous than prudent. Several of 
the nobles, therefi>re, made remonstrances to 
fiasilowjtz, offered him their lives and fortunes, 
and entreated him to wipe « off the disgrace 
which so long an inactivity would inevitably oc- 
casion. They declared that a numerous and 
powerful army should soon be in readiness ; and 
•that if he would give his eldest son the com- 
mand, his presence would inspire them with 
courage to surmount the greatest difiBculties. 

Basilowitz, naturally passionate, was {highly 
•incensed at this address, which he considered 
as an implied charge of cowardice, and answer- 
ed, that as his subjects wished for a sovereign, 
wll6 would be obedient to their wills, and ac- 
icountable to them for his conduct, they were at 
liberty to choose and elect another monarch* 
The Russians, afraid of the wmth to which they 
had provoked tiie czar, prostrated themselves at 
liis feet| and protested, that it was not through 
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^^ ffisalfedtioii io his person and goveitimentf 
•^xf bad veatured to make this remonatranGC^ 
Ba»Iowitz then insisted that thef shooid discO" 
ver the authors oi this rash undertaking $ and 
suspecting that his son was concerned in this 
matter, and that this .proposition had betn sug* 
gested by him, refnimanded him severely. The 
young prince, extremely sorry to find himself 
suspected by his father, requested permission 
|o justify himself; but the czar refused to heair 
bim, and happening to hold in his hand a staff 
tipped With iron^ made a motion with it, as if 
to drive him away, when the weapon unfortli- 
imteiy striking x>n the princess temple, he fdl 
motionless at the feet of his parent. * 

Penetrated with grief at this dreadfal sight, 
Basiiowitz passed from extreme anger to the 
tnost piercing sorrow : he fell on the body of his 
son, clasped htm in his at'ms, and pressed hi in to 
liis bosom, wkh expressions of the most lively 
mid tender affection. The prince recovered ^ so 
as tO' be able to assure his father, that there was 
mo c<mspiracy meditated against him ; and, far 
from ever harbouring any design of that nature, 
lie besought the Almighty to give the czar the 
^empire of the universe, and to add to his life 
the days which had been taken from his owm 
ttc died soon after, to the inexpressible grief of 
Basilowttz.. What added to the loss both of the 
czar and the state, was that this prince was de* 
-servedly the object of ajl their hopes ; his under^ 
•brother, Theodore, being of a weak second 
standing ; and, the third Demetrius, an infants 
.fiasiiowitz did not long survive the death ^ ^ 
of his beloved son, whose unhappy and \^s^ 
•untimely end threw him into a melan- 
ctioly, of which he died 

Vol*. XXIL E 
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In this czar, Russia lost one of her greirtest 
monarchs. He was a profound politician, and 
well acquainted with the interests of his entire, 
and of the neighbouring states* He was con- 
stantly engaged in hostilities with the Tartars, 
the Poles, the Swedes, the Danes, or the Turks. 
He was valiant, and almost always successful in 
war ; but when not victorious, he did not des- 
pair under defeat. He generally gained some 
advantages by his treaties, e\'en though thef 
were not entirely in his favour. Considering 
the age in which he lived, his mind was well in- 
formed. He was tolerant in matters of religion, 
and would suffer none to be persecuted, on ac«^ 
count of the creed they professed ; and used to 
say, that conviction must arise from reason, and 
not from violence and tortures, which might 
make men hypocrites, but would never render 
ihem good Christians. The Jews, however, he 
would not suffer to remain in his domhiions, arid 
thought that those who had betrayed and cni*- 
cified the Redeemer of the world, ought not to 
be tolerated by any prince, who professed Chris- 
tianity. 

John Basilowitz was hasty and passionate ; and 
in the first moments of his anger, committed 
many things, which cannot be excused or pal- 
liated, and of which he afterwai^s repented. 
His enemies have endeavoured to represent hitn 
as hypocritical in matters of religion ; but his 
devotion was certainly unfeigned, and proceed- 
ed from the heart. Persuaded that monarcbs 
were sovereign pontiffs in their own dominions, 
he frequently officiated in person in that capa- 
city ; and on these occasions retired to the mo- 
nastery of Alexandrowa, where l)e prepare 
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Kifooelf for those holy functions, which he per- 
lorined with patriarchal dignity. The monks 
he hated on account of their idleness, and const* 
dered them as the locusts of the state. The 
charge of avarice, which several writers have . 
aile^ed against him, ir refuted by the pensions 
he granted to foreigners, the many churches he 
built, and the magnificence of his court* 
' He found himself so circumstanced, that the 
welfare and glory of the empire i*equired greater 
and more diJO&cult enterprises, than any of his 
predecessors had undertaken. He was also de* 
termined, if possible, to civilize his subjects, by 
Introducing among them the manners and arts 
of oiher nations ; an arduous attempt, which 
WS of his successors completed, but which raised 
murmurs and complaints against Basilowitz, who 
was considered as the author of strange innova- 
Uons« The nature of the people over whom he 
ruledy rendered severity necessary ; and their 
conduct required that punishment should be vi- 
gorous and exemplary. Many writers have, 
therefore, represented him as the crudest of 
men and worst of tyrants ; but had they const* 
dered the circumstances of his situation, it is 
probable they would have viewed him in an- 
other light. At stated times, persons of every 
description, who thought themselves aggrieved, 
were admitted to his presence, and allowed to 
present petitions, which he read and answered. 
If any of these contsuned complaints against his 
ministers or governors, and' they were found to 
have injured or oppressed even the meanest of 
bis subjects, they were punished according to 
the nature of the crime. He was seven times 
married, and had besides a great number of con- 
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cubincfu Histprians baye related of him 
instaDces of iewdnesy whichy if true, disgrace his*. 
memory. 

We cannot close the character of this piince) 
without observing^ that neither solicitations nor 
interest could ever influence him in the disposal 
of ofiices or employments^ which be always en« 
deavoured to confer on those who were best quai< 
lified for the trust. Seldom has the world seen 
a monarch more warmly attached to justice and 
good order. Detesting druakards, whom ho 
considered as capable of committing the most 
flagrant and detestable crimes^ he ordered them 
to be imprisoned according to the degree of their 
ebriety. Those who contracted debtSy without 
possessing the ability to discharge them» ho 
deemed pemiciotts to society, affixed on Ihem a 
brand of infamy, and sent them into banish* 
ment. He composed a body of law, collected 
from many precedents and customs, «ad oatted 
it the «^fiook of Justice." This woric, wbieh 
he delivered to his judges, was ever afterwards 
observed, and made the standard in all legal pnK> 
ceedings ; though it was not printed till -the 
reign of Alexis Michaelowltz. 

He left two sons; Theodore Iwanowitz, that 
succeeded him, and Demetrius, an infaoit, whom 
he placed under the tutelage of the knes Bog-* 
dan Bielski. This guardian was a man of abeSi 
and enterprising dispositioQ, and of great go* 
nius, but extremely luiughty and cruel, and veiuly 
to sacrifice every thing to his ambitios* 

Theodore was twenty years of. age when ho 
ascended the throne. His peiison was eogagii^ 
and his temper amiable ; but his understandings 
was so weak> that during the life of hia lathers 
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llie ringifig of bdls waa bis chief atnusefnent ; 
« circotostance which induced Basilowitz fre- 
quently to say, that he was fitter to be the son 
of a ' sexton than of a prince. The aspinng 
Bklski, sensible of this want of capacity in 
Theodore, thought it would be no difficult mat- 
ter to seize on the sovereignty, if, by excluding 
4be ek^ brother as incapable of governing so 
vast an empire, he could place his pupil on' the 
throne* But the grandees of the empire, to 
whom Bielski had applied in order to learn their 
itentiments of the matter, perceiving that, undey 
the specious pretext of consulting the welfare of 
the state, he aimed at making himself sole roas- 
ter of the empire, vigorously opposed his de* 
aigns* Finditig himself thus disappointed, he 
endeavoured to effect by force what he could not 
compass by fraud* He raised fot-ces, bribed 
some of the troops in Moscow, took possession 
of the castle of that city, and began to act with 
despotic authority* The nobility, alarmed at 
tiKse proceedings, made the people sensible that 
this haughty minister aimed at nothing less than 
usurping the throne : upon which they imme* 
diately laid siege to the castle, and reduced him 
to such streights, that lie attempted to escape in 
disguise ; but being taken, he was allowed the 
choice of renouncing the management of«a{^airs, 
or suffering death. He chose the former, and 
bamshed himself to one of the most remote parts 
of the empire, in the kingdom of Casan. 

Theodore married the sister of the knez Boris 
Gudenow, who, taking advantage of the*weak« 
ness aQd incapacity of his brother-in-law, found 
means to seize insensibly on all his authority. 
To a distinguished bivth, he joined the most in- 
E 2 
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siouatbig ftddresfiy which feixlBred imn ca'paElo 
f^ UDd^rtakiiig and executiog M>]r e^berpnse* 
He lisid fidiich mag&anioaity) but was natuiaiHy 
cmel ; aud he affected an air of tneekneas and 
cond^enoioii) which cofieealed the soost ambif 
tkm» designs. His first - attemiM; was ta gain the 
people and the nobles by repeated acts of. be^ 
aeficence, and b^ reDdering himself acceasihia 
to all. By these meanS) he seabed hiixtseif to 
the offices of prime^fttinister, commander iit 
ehtef, and co-regent of the emfHre, with tmivepK 
sal approbation. 

The ambidotts Gadenow, unable to endum 
even a nominal superior) for he exercised all tiid 
functions of the sovereign authority in the name 
of Theodore, whocn he governed at his wiil^ re« 
solved to make himself soie master of the thronei 
of RiTssia* For this purpose, under pret^ice of 
re wafding their services; by bestowing upon theei 
governments and other ccmsiderable employ-* 
mentSy he removed to a distance those whom he 
thought capable of perceiving, or obstructing^ 
l»s design. Every thing seemed to favour hi» 
wishes. King John of Sweden was more intent 
upon religion than war ; and a misundf^rstanding^ 
which existed between him and his brother duke 
Charles, would scarcely allow him to intermeddle 
in the affairs of his neighbours. The czarsRa^ 
the sister of Gudenow, who had borne to Tfaeo^ 
dore only one child, was reputed barren ; and 
the states of Russia, in pursuance of an ancient 
custom, demanded that she should be divorced^ 
and immured in a convent, and that the em* 
peror should marry the sister of knez Floro 
Iwanowitz Zilphouseis. This measure, how- 
ever, was strongly opposed by Boris, who art* 
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Mtf kmnmiti to flu |Mlri«^h« Ant if the 
«aaridioiild eipaiite fttotfaer oMOsort Mid bmn 
heisa, and the yoang Deroetms aiso •bcndd aiw 
vive at xiiirt]«nty» gfcttt ctistmiMUices would ame 
ia^tlie empine* fi^ these argomeacs he gahied 
to his ioteieftt the head of the Russian cfaooeh, 
^w^aoidered Ftox^s sister to be wnt dntcdy to 
a ^sGfBvieitt. He then endcatoined to oonciliato 
tbe afibctbns'of the people hf several popular 
«:ts; pomcularly by awreuBditig the city of 
3iifeacow ivith .a stone vail, and mal^g 00017 
Improvetnents at Smolensko. 

The young DesMtriusy the pupil of Begdaa 
Kelaid, was novr almost the only ohslacle to 
Gudenow's design. His father, John Ba«lowitz> 
11^ had given him. the city of Uglitz, with its 
dcfiendoicies, for his appanage. This prince^ 
scarcely nine years of age, was brought up 
under tiie care of the csaiina-dowager his' mo« 
tber, who employed her whole time in his edu<4 
cation. Boris Gudenow resolved to sacrifice 
this innocent victim to his ambition, and com-* 
ttkitted the execution of this horrid deed to an 
officer, whom he promised to reward in pro* 
portion to the service performed. This man 
soon found an opportunity of fulfilling hts cruel 
orders; but Gudenow, who knew that if he 
visas capable of committing such a crime, he 
would be also capable of divulging it, assaasi* 
nated him with hts own hand, on his return 
from Ughtz. Some authors, however, assert 
that the real Demetrius was not killed, and that 
his mother, opportunely warned of the danger 
of her son, substituted another child in hisi^ooroy 
and thereby saved iiis life* 
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But though the truth of the aflair remftktedT 
pfoblematic^, the crime was certain* The newa 
of the murder soon reached Moscow, and thougli 
the author of it was not named, he was in\« 
mediatety suspected* The dowager-czarina com* 
plained of it to the emperor, from whom she de> 
manded justice ; and Gudenow himself gave or* 
ders for discoverihg the assassin ; but finding that 
the people considered him as the perpetrator of 
this bloody deed, he endeavoured to (Mvert thetr 
thoughts to sometliing more immediately inte- 
resting. For this purpose, he caused the city of 
Moscow to be set on iire in difierent places dfir- 
ing the night ; and, every measure having 
been duly preconcerted, the fire raged with 
extreme violence, and the conflagration became 
general. Boris ran to every quarter, and ap* 
peared remarkably active in endeavouring to 
suppress the flames, and full of compassion to 
the sufferers. On the morrow he as^mbled 
those who had sustained the greatest damages^ 
and, after lamenting so dismal an accident, pro* 
mised not only to obtain from the czar a sum of 
money sufficient to compensate their losses, but 
that he would rebuild their houses at his own 
expense. He then dismissed them, astonished 
at his generosity and goodness of heart, and 
highly pleased that such a man was at the- head 
of the government. 

Not long after this transaction, Theodore was 
taken ill ; and it being apprehended that h'lh 
disease was mortal, the chief of the nobility 
requested him to appoint a successor to the throne* 
Accordingly, he held out his staff* to Theodore 
Nikititz, who was his cousin and next heir, but 
who refused it* It was then presented to his 
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iMi&er Alesander, whoakodaoUniiig^to aootpl 
it, offered it to a third) that acted afier the sama 
manner. The fourth took it, oalf to present it 
to a kiiex» who was not related to the haaWjf 
aiKl who aiso refused iU Theodore^ therefore^ 
to whom it -was now retumedt fiuog it on the 
floQir, saying* ^ kt him l>e emperor who picks 
it up." Boris Gudenow then stepped forward^ 
and took it* to the great dissatts&otion <^all th» 
Rusaian nobility, and a coosidersble part of th» 
nation. It has beea su^ectedy and not withoni 
reason, that his brother-in-law, tired of seeing 
Theodore reign so much longer than he expect* 
ed» administered to him a slow poison* Tho 
casarina seemed so well convinced of this drcum* 
stance, tliat she reproached* Boris with the mar* 
der of ^r husband, and refused to^eee or speak 
tO'him during Theodore's illness* 

In -this^ prince terminated the hnklj of Rurie^ 
which <had goyemed Riisna upwards of aeven 
hiiodredrji^ars* 



CHAP, m* 

I^'rom the Extinction of the Lineage qfJRuric to the 
jicceMton of the prctent reigning ^ndiy of 
Romanow* 

WHEN the-m ^eeks of moumhig 
for the death of Theodore had ^^^^^ ' 
expired, Boris assembled the nobiUty and 
principal citizens of Moscow, and thus address^ 
them : '^ I restore to you the sceptre of the late 
^< csar. A£ler ^e trial which I have mi^4^ I caa« 



,y Google 




y Google 



CJ- 



4^ mvssiA« 

^ not ccmsent to bear the burden of a crown, f 
** quit the throne ; and do you fill it with whom 
•* you please." Having thus spoken, he withdrew^ 
and retired to a monastery at the distance of three 
miles, leaving the astonished assembly in the 
utmost perplexity, relative to the manner in 
which they were to act« Some of his creatures 
observed, that the present meeting^ was scancely 
aufficienUy numerous for determining so impor- 
tant^an affair, and that it would be proper and ne^ 
cessary to convene deputies from all the cities and 
provinces of the empire. 

This advice was approved and followed, andt 
after some debates, Boris was nominated to suc- 
ceed lo the vacant throne $ but he artfully re- 
fused the crown, and caused a report to be 
spread by his emissaries, that he was about to ses» 
elude himself entirely from the world, and to 
assume the monastic habit; whilst others of them 
published a rumour, that the khan of the Tartars 
was advancing at the head of an innumeraMe 
army, to invade Russia when destitute of a so* 
vereign. At this alarming intelligence, the 
people ran in crowds to the convent, tearing 
their hair, and beating their breasts, like men 
frantic with despair, and vowing that they would 
never quit the place, till Boris should have prty- 
mised to become their czar. Pretending to be 
overcome by their prayers and entreaties, he 
' accepts the crown, saying, " Well then, I will 
" be your sovereign, since providence so or- 
« dains." 

At the same time, he ordered all the nobles 
and the soldiers to meet him at Zirpokow, on 
the frontiers of the empire, whither he repaired 
at the ^pointed timei itnd where he found ^n. 
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irmy of five handred thoQsand men nammhhdf 
and ready to receive bis commandft With this 
immense force he took the field, in order to 
repei-the Tartars^ who had no idea of committing 
the slightest act of hostiHtf. Instead, therefore^ 
of meetmg the numeixma enemies that had been 
expected, the only Tartars that appeared was a 
smgte ambassador, accompanied by a small train 
of attendants, who was going to Moscow to pro* 
pose an alliance with Boris. Counterfeiting^ 
however, great surprise and astonishment, he 
eacfaifoited to the ambassador the spectacle of his 
»rmy drawn out in l)attle array, of a mock 
engagement, of a military entertainment, and 
dismissed him loaded with presents. On the 
nobles and the soldiers he bestowed great lar- 
gesses, which procured for him a new oath of 
allegiance. He then displayed his magnificence 
and liberality, by regaliag, during six weeks 
successii^ly, ten thousand chosen men under 
lick and sumptuous pavilions, where they were 
treated with the most exquisite viands, furnished 
in lai^ profusion. 

In the mean time, confidential persons were 
sent to Moscow, who announced that the Tartars, 
intimidated by the prudence, and the formid- 
able preparations of the new czar, had not dared 
to advance. The people, believing this report, 
walked fotth in crowds to meet the pacific 
conqueror, whom they conducted in triumph 
into Moscow, where he caused himself to be 
crowned by the patriarch. During that cere- 
mony, tlie humane and compassionate Boris 
made a vow not to shed any blood for five years, 
*Dor to condemn criminals to any severer doom 
than faaoishmem. In consequence^ a great numr. 
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Imt of nbUat^ who were not* io'the intevNt (2 
B<mS) were soon sent into e»le uader various 
pretentSk ThosCf who might seem to have an^ 
claim to the crown, were prehilnled to many ; 
and Theodore Nikitlte RotnanoWy to whom the 
Iftte czar had offered hk 8oeptt«, wa» thrown into 
priaon, and separated from his wife* They 
were afterwards compelled to enter into differ- 
ent convents, to take monastic vovra, and to 
change their names. Theodore assumed that of 
Philareltts* 

. ^ jj In the tnidfit, however, of these suo- 
1601. <^CA*c^ ^c bosom of Boris became corrode 
ed by chagrin. A terrible famine re« 
doced Moscow, and the adjacent country, tx» 
such extremity of distress, that the most sfaotk^ 
ing cruelties were committed by the Nearest 
Telatioos upon each other ; and in mcmy fanti* 
lies, the fattest persons were killed to supply 
food for the rest. Even parents devoured their 
own children, and children their parents ; and 
an oculak* witness atte^s; that a number of as^ 
sembled women having decoyed a peasant into 
one of their houses, killed and eat both him and 
his horse. This tlreadful calamity contintied 
for a great length of time ^ and notwithstanding 
the efforts of theeniperor to alleviate the genend 
distress^ there perished five hundred thousand 
persons in the city of Moscow only. 

To this scourge was added the inquietude ex- 
cited in the mind of Boris by the resurrection 
t)f Demetriusi whom he had ordered to be mur- 
dered. It will be recollected, that a report had 
been propagated, that the mother of Demetrius^ 
in' lieu of her son, had substituted another child, 
whom she delivered to the assassins, and who 
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fufKned in bis stead* Whether 'ibis Demetrius 
was the person be pretended to be, or an impos- 
tor, is a point difficult to be ascertained. B^ 
some means, the report of his- being alive 
reached the ear of Boris, who, being extremely 
uneasy at the rumour, employed every possible 
method to know the truth. Many persons were 
interrogated, and several questioned by torture* 
Others were banished ; and the mother of De- 
metrius was removed to an (obscure place, six 
hundred miles from Moscow, where she was 
strictly confined* At length, however, Boris 
received certain intelligence, that two monks 
had eloped from a convent and escaped into 
Pi>land; one of whom was supposed, from his 
age and figure, to be the person who was the 
object of his inquiry. The czar tried every 
means to have Demetrius delivered up to him ; 
but finding bis efforts ineffectual for that pur- 
pose, be sent a party of Cossacs to murder him, 
which however, tbey couM not perform. This 
conduct of Boris naturally confirmed the belief, 
tbat this was the real Demetrius^ and that the 
czar was not free from a conviction, that another 
child bad b^ put to death in his stead. 

By a colicurrence of extraordinary circum- 
stances, the young fiigitive friar, whom we 
ahall henceforward csall Demetrius, obtained 
the confidence and friendship of a Lithuanian' 
noblemsm, who recommended him to the pala- 
tine of Sandomir. The palatine received him* 
with great kindness, and promised him all the 
assistance in his power in restoring him to the 
throne of his ancestors. Through his recom- 
mendation, the republic of Poland entered strong- 
ly into the interest of Demetrius. The proofs 
Vol. XXII. F 



,y Google 



qffcred bj the p^Mi^iiheA yottA iRwre 
in the diet; they weve pnntquncod eonvtecs 
Qfid he WM acknowledged w kgitiiDate heir to ( 
crown of Russis^ and an t^rmy levied ix> 
l^ni CD the Rttsi^ia^ thron«f I» ibe m^aA tis 
«n enxhaaay arrived fr^^i Swi% to vjcaioA tk0^ 
king of Poland of the peaiDe which anhfiiated b^* 
^een him and tho caar ; to iofitit on^lm. delivw-. 
i(fig u|> Demetrius ; and to wacn hk» that bl* 
lasting that ii^poatof ) a» he temed hiim w^oU 
qpcasion a war hetiwee« the two. natlaB% ot- 
Which he miglpt #fbepwa«h have caaase to rcK 
genu 

The giuodeea.of Poland^ unintinklated bf^ thm 
9ienace« of the C9ar» raised feuc lhoo8ao4 naei^ 
at the head of wh(^ tjiegr placed Demetrw% 
who marched directly into. Mjoecow^ where naa^- 
places imimedii^ieJji diedAred inr kiwu. Thi» sat^ 
qeiis, added to t^M^ troaeriea o£ the alitt nqgtoff 
famUiey and tbfi: appiarance of some eaatmond^ 
^tjpy. pheoonftena io th« air^ oocaaiooed the wifr* 
most con&itematipn and diaaugr among the Mon^ 
covites* fioris,, extfeoiely alarmed, aaaemblwd' 
•p army of two hundred thousand roen^ but dis^ 
tracted with suspicionSf knew not to- whom to 
confide the comn(aod of his troops. Condudii^ 
from Uie generali cofoplexioQ of his affaips, thai 
it would be diSicHlts and perhaps impossible, lo> 
oppose effi^ituai reuj^taoce to Demetrius, in » 
moment of despair he look poison, of which he 
()ied» Such was the end. of Bans Gudenow, a 
man of strong p9i?ts,.greaA couiage,.and a perfect 
master in the art of d^astmulattoa* He seemed 
fE^rmed to govern ; and had it no^ been, for his 
c^uel and tyraooical temper, no. prince would 
hfkV^, l^eeii more: beloved by his suibiecta^ 
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<Mtlie^deftrthofBoris,hfs9onTbe6dore> ^ j^ 
#rho was only fifteen years of age, and {qq^' 
l!^d l>^en ecfucated amidst (latteren and 
pfti%sftes, ^vms raisedto the thtone^ • The conduct 
6f ttim prince was bratal and insolent, and hia 
tfk^>dft1tion tyrannical* The army had not been 
ihfoiT«i«4 ci the deatfi of Boris, when an oflScer, 
ftaeiti^d Bosmanoff, arrived from M<^cew> wit^ 
«ttie¥s to as^me the ehtef eontmand ofthe troops^ 
pad to AdmtHistier to them the rnual oath of m* 
fity «dMl allegiance to the new czar* But in* 
^^t!t^eaSk of futhfeUy diachal^ghlg hi^ trust, he per^ 
«i2Rided the soldiers ttt revolt to bemarius, whi^ 
fi^^ffdd them with the gteaieM al^'dity and 

This defection of the arttiy Was Mbn khowti il 
tMMHt) wh^re it occasioned the ^utmost oonster- 
tmSfcHi mi flisttMiyw Every dne i^tblved to act 
|A i«utfed best his Intemt and iMlv«nt^;e ; and 
the 4Mv^ ^ Demetrius iinmediately resounded 
'trough tlie Whole eity of Moscoww The people 
^nUtered the pakKse, which they phindered) and 
kbprisoned the y^Hg oear, his mother^ sister^ 
-Altd oi^t^ itlatibtiSi DemetHttS beihg kiformed 
ef theie transactions, sent ati tMhder for strangling^ 
UlieKidove fmd his tnother, which' Was accordingly 
fts:ecated. A few days after, h^ made his pupils 
etttryintb Moscow*, iM w«s cn^wi^d so^ a k 
Tereign of all the ftus^dh, wkh the greats {^^^l 
cM st^emnity atid metgnifiteilte> in the 
midst of universal phiudits. 

N<^withstbndin|g thete sutcesaes, a patty utitH 
formed against him, at the heatl of which 'were 
^ree brothers, df ah ancient and noble fttmily, 
named Zaski« They di^clared that Demettius 
Was an imt>bstor^ Whose design was to^ eiKirpftte 
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ihe nobilkyi trt overturn the religion of Russia, 

and reutler the people slaves to Poland* 'Yhm 
czni' bt^inj^ informed of this conspiracy^ caused 
tiie ZnsWis to be arrested, conderaned ihe two 
younger ot'th ice l^ hanishmerjt, and the eldest 
to be behctided, Ksiraordmary pi"cf>aratJons 
were made for the executiotij that the example 
might awe the malcontents and quiet faction : 
the criminal was already on his knees U)Jon Uie 
scaflold, and momentarily awaited the fatal 
strnkc of the executioner, whose hand was up-* 
lifted, when Demetrius sent Zuski his pardart, 
and committed his punishment into exile. The 
czar "was aftcrwuitls guilty of the decisive error 
of almost immediatjcly recalling him> and even 
grantinj^ him his favour. 

This cons pi racy, and the causes which had 
occasioned it, ought to liave rendered DemetriuEi 
extremely circumspect and cautious in his conduct 
towards the Russians : but^ having been indebt- 
ed ibr iiis good fortune to the Poles, he continti^ 
ed lo show them attentions, which excited the 
jealousy of his subjects- The palatine of San- 
domir had, from his pj-otector, become his father- 
in-law ; and Demetrius'ii marriage with the prin- 
cess introduced at court the German mannei-s, to 
which the complaisant husband appeai^ed to 
give a preference. He even alTected to disre- 
gard and contemn many of the rites and cere- 
monies of the Hussiajis, tlieir frequent ablutions, 
their genuflexions before images ; ^nd he indulg- 
ed himself in ihe use of veal, which they consi- 
der as impure food. The ungraiiaful Zu^iki took 
care artfully to point out to public notice tliese 
acts of imprudcnccj which might eJ^asperatc 
(he Russians against their sovei^ign i and aisf 
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femMt^ and eka^t^tftted the Ateonieiit thufc 
«Eclted» 

Though I>emetmis was ret)eated]f forewarned 
of the desig;ns of the conspiratots, -he neglected 
to tAkt proper means for his safety, and had onl^ 
thirty guards about him, when Zuski came at 
the head of dn insurgent multitude to attack the 
[Mace. The tzar immediately arose, and thd 
cri^s of the i^ounded and the^ (lythg informing 
Mm of the cause of the tumult, hfe stiatched a 
66brti with which he would hate engaged th6 
MDsptratofs ; but beihg surrounded on all sides, 
he leaped from a window, broke his thigh in th« 
fall, and remained helpless on the spot. In this 
coMkiohi he was takeit^ and carried into the 
great baH of audience^ wihere a strong guard 
Wa^ s^t over h\tn4 The conspirators put to death 
tS the F61H they tnet V^ith, treated the PdisH 
ladies with the greatest brutality, and the ern- 
firess het^self eiK:aped fix>m the last insult only bt 
the assistai^ce of a Russian lady who concealed 
htt Uhder her gMiV^hts. 

Zuski flattered himself^ that, by diht bf threat* 
hi should obtain frdtn Demetiius a dedaratioh, 
that the rtory of his mother havihg substituted 
li^ther ehild in his place #as false apd without 
fotindatioiiy But the uhf^tttmate ifcar stil! boldly 
hmrf^tafned tl)e Jegitimacy of his bitth, and ap« 
peiite^ t6 the testimony of his inothen Zuskf^ 
Iherefcfrei had fecoorse to the doWager czarimt) 
and insisted on her declaring upoh oath whethet- 
Ihe captive pwnce ^as her son w not. Sh6 
■decKned fo^ ^Mit time tei give an answef to this ^ 
question, but at length confessed, that htt 
chM h«A been ,p\si to deatlv. Zuski returned 
w'ftix this reply ^ upon which JDeoietrius ad* 
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vanced such cogent arguments in refutation of 

that confession, whether feigned or extorted hf 
fear, that, through an apprehension lest his 
words should produce conviction in the minife 
of his hearers, he was murdered. His dead foody 
was afterwards stripped naked, and abandoned 
to the outrages of the populace, who di^g^ged it 
through the streets of Moscow, to the very spot 
where Zuski had received his pardon at the 
moment of impending death* Did the 'people 
intend this as an indirect censure of the mistaken 
lenity of the unfortunate Demetrius ; or was this 
act designed to cast a reproach on the ingratitude 
and baseness of his murderer ? 

Great pains were taken by ZOski to p«:U>lish 
all the reasons which could tend to establish a 
belief that Demetrius was an impostor ; but the 
testimonies which he adduced, were, even at 
the time, considered as futile and unsatisfactory ; 
and when set in opposition to those with which 
nature herself had furnished that unfortunate 
prince, his proofs fall to the ground. It had 
b^en observed in his childhood, that one of his 
legs was shorter than the other, and that he 
had a wart under his right eye : the emperor 
Demetrius bad the same marks. Besides, we 
can scarcely imagine that so pmdent and gene- 
rous a nation as the Poles, should have been 
mistaken in an affair, which they so attentively 
examined. Or, if we suppose that a wish of 
keeping the Russians employed at home, by 
domestic and intestine dissentions, should have 
induced them to favour the imposture, how 
could the palatine of Sandomir have consented 
to sacrifice his daughter to a man^ whose rank 
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«nd birth would have admitted the slightest 
suBpiclon ? 

Immediately after, the d^ath of Deme* ^ j. 

trios, the nobles and senators at Moscow 16O6. 

proceeded to the election of a new sove- 

reign ; and their suffrages being equally divided 

between Zuski and John Galitzin, one of the 

assembly obsei*ved : '' These lords are •f equal 

merit, and we have done our duty ; but in order 

to decide this matter, let us consult the peoplet 

that no person need blame our conduct*'' This 

advice was approved and followed; and the 

sufi&i^es of the people determined the election 

in favour of Zuski* If the remembrance of 

• Demetrius caused him no remorse,, at least a 

shadow of that ptince disturbed his repose ; for 

the name of shadow may be properly given to a 

kind of phantom of the late czar, which n^ver 

Tnade its appearance. Two noblemen v^ho were 

discontented with the government of their coun« 

try, without exhibiting him to view, published 

that he still existed* They raised an army, 

combated and defeated Zuski, but were in their 

turn defeated, made prisoners, and put to 

death. 

To this shade succeeded a ]*eal being, who 
has been called a third Demetrius. He was a 
schoolmaster at Socolo, a small town in Polish 
Russia, and pretended that, notwithstanding the 
fracture of his thigh, in consequence of his leap 
from the window, .he had been carried off in 
. the midst of the confusion by some faithful sub- 
jects, and trans{>orted to that remote place, where 
he had undertaken the instruction of children, 
for the sake of gaining a liveUhood* If tbe 
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Poles wtr(t dece!t«d 5n this od^^A^on, it 
because they were willing to be so ; for thh i^fW 
Demetrius was far from exhibiting the Mme 
symptoms of ch&facteHstie truths ^s the fir^ti 
The only points that fkvdured a resemt>latM^^ 
were the coutiteOance of this itiVpostoi*, k toiniA^ 
dence of age, and a large stock of ^rontei^. 

But the Poles* whose interest it was to ejtt!t« 
disturbances which might divkte ttnd distress the 
RvssUhs> gate tttff assistcMd6 in their p»^^ 
to this pretender* The impostor ^^refone^ soofil 
(bund himself lit the head of &n AriAy of dixtf 
fhoi»sand Poles, and eight thoQMnd ZiipOfb^ 
Cossacs; whh which he attacked the ci^i^ii 
Ibr^esy and defeated them with gt^at slaughter* 
The victor, whose nuthbers wert daily iti^reas^ 
by tnultitude^ of disaffected Russia^) piMue^ 
the Vanquished to the gateS of Moscow* a^d laid 
siege to the city- Zuski, finding it difficult tc* 
extricate himself from th6 impending dafvger^ 
released the pal&tifie of S^ftdomtr and his dsiugh^ 
ler* on condition of their employing their itHe^ 
fest in engaging the kiog of Pohind to withdraw^ 
his forces, and desist from aiding the pf*eterid*i» 
Demetrius. No sooner, however, were they 
Sit lii>erty, than they detet^tttiti^ to ethbrace so 
Ikvourable an opportunity ^ reVeT>gitig thew^* 
^Ives on Zuski. Accordi»gly^ having repaih^ 
to the eamp of the Poles, the widow of the ftrti 
Demetrius appeared with a apfendid fttltme| 
AckfKywiedged the imfpostor as her ho&band, ana 
treated him with gre^ kindness and respe^^t^r 
Me received her wkh all iAiaginal:^ pomp, an4 
with deiflonstrations of unfeigned joy« This pubHe 
testimony iii hi* fnvour induoed gt^t nHUfiber^ 
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to join him^ who had hitherto doubted his legi* 
timacy^ and almost all Russia declared for the 
inipostor. 

But the widow of the first Demetrius neither 
acted sincerely, nor cordially, for she did not 
preserve for h'lfa either. the friendship or the 
sussistance^ pf the PoIes«. These, having aided 
the impostor merely for the sake of obtaining 
from the emperor Zuski certain objects which 
they had in, view, changed sides, and assisted the 
<^zar in expelling the. schoolmaster. He fled into 
T?irtafy, where he was afterwards assassinated* 
The Russians, we:afy. of Zuski and his govem- 
n\«nt, imputed to him the series of misfortune* 
I which, they had been afilicted during his 
xeigTx ; and as those calamities, among which 
are principally to be reckoned the horrors of 
war) arose chiefly from the Poles, the Russians 
thpught they might more easily repair their past 
losses, and prevent any future injuries, by choos- 
ing ail emperor froim that nation. Zuski was^ 
therefore, deposed, shaven, and immured in a 
convent, where he died of chagrin, or of poison 
yoJuntarily taken. " . 

The crown was ofiered to Uladislaus, . 

the son of Sigismund, king of Poland, who, ^^jq " 
instead of presenting himself to receive it, 
ynt before him an avmy of Poles, that conmiitted 
every species of disorder. . At jength, the con- 
tinued delays of Uladislaus, the insolence and 
licentiousness of the Poles, and the impatience 
of the Russians, who saw no end. of their mise- 
ries, excited the people to discontent and insur- 
rection. They loudly complained of the outrages 
they had received from the Poles, who ought to 
have protected and defended them^ and tb« 
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PoiAndcrs, ft^preheiidtng« gv«ieMl fev^ tb^b^ 
the inhabitants to «di«mble or bear anus. Ii^^ 
censed at this prohibition^ an universal tmarreD* i 
tied took place in Moscow ; ami the Poles finding; 
themselves unable successfatt]^ to oppose tii 
Russians^ set fire to the city, ami the conflagr*- 
lion consumed one hundred and eighty thousand 
bouses. During the pretended reigt) of Ulacfis* 
lauS) which continued only thl^ee ycars^ anothdr 
Demetrius made hit appMrance) vH)o> be&llg 
betrayed by his adh<»rents> m» tak^ and put to 
death» 

The electkm of Uladislait^ being rMderedof 
tto effect by his never appearing to accept \ikt 
crowfi) the Russians pnoce^led to the f:fifdk&4$ 
a new sovereign* fhey weroi ho^ev^f^ gfvib' 
If divided in opinion^ severed wishing for il 
foreign prince, as less susceptible of preditecden 
ib £iLvour of any particuto fttmily ( white otfaersi 
jealous of the national glory^ insisted on havili|^ 
a native of the country lo rule over them* After 
many persons h^ been named and rejected) 
ene of the elecliors proposed Micliael Theodoro^ 
wits RomanoWf son of Philaretus^ that relative 
to* whom Theodore on his death-bed had granted 
his sceptre^ and whom Boris, After he obtidoed 
possession of the throne^ had separated fixnn fab 
wife and confined in a convenu He had beef| 
carried a prisoner into Poland) but^ having takeb 
orders^ was decorated with the title of bishop* 

This proposal was greatly apprtyved by m&nf » 
espedally by the people^ who thought fatitl 
possessed of qualities which were necessary for 
preserving the tranquillity of the state. He 
was temperate, pious, and prudetit \ aiid, thoilgii 
0t^y seventeen years of age» the Russisn nahU^ 
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liiK> toit^Hkn, rtpfeimis^ him t»tlie oAen a* 

m^hir of restariBg the empire to it» pristme 

tpiendomr and §rr»atn«a6. The assembtyy how* 

fwerk not wilKx^ to decide abBohiteljr in hit 

filYQBiv titt their wete hette^ aoqiNyDted wkh his 

ohajRieter, deputed ti«o of their number to wait 

V^n lin. aaetber, and to desire she would send 

hts^ sen to Moscow. That afSMtionate parent 

IMS no nommr informed of the purport of the 

nesaatgef (han she wept and femented for her 

aoOf nidio^ she imagined, wiis disraanded of her 

QC^ to undergo the same fiite, i^hicb the last 

vmasi had svfifeced. Bdng^ encouraged, how* 

ever, by the cempMtrances of her friends, nht 

la g cVed him to depart* Michael obtained the 

a^^BolMiion of the assembly ; for, though some 

ef tiie electors considered his yout<h as an objec- 

ison, the mafocity excUumed, ^ The Almighty, 

vhahas chosen hWy wttt also assist and protect 



CHAP, IV* 

J^fWH the Acce^don xf the now- rei^ng Famhf 
(^ Somanowy to the Mxtmction of the mslc 
. Race <f that iJneagen 

TUB commencement of the reign of . -. 
Michael Theodorowitz equalled the {qi^[ 
aiest sanguine, expectations of his fnends, 
und exhibited strong marks of prudence and 
^Mlity. His disposition was mild and engaging \ 
be delighted in the arts of peace, and was deter- 
ilMliedt if possibtei to efiacethe remembrance of 
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tlie cruelties of his predecessors. His first «ise 
was an invitation sent to his father, who had 
matured his wisdom under affliction, and was 
gix)wn grey in adversity. Having taken no 
part in the late intrigues, the old man bad no 
resentments to gratify. The son always showed 
a respectful deference to the opinion of his 
father, wJiose advice was the rule of his conduct. 
The constant proofs which he exhibited of filial 
piety and affection, gained him the love and 
admiration of the nation ; and he merited the 
general esteem of his subjects, by bestowing the 
greatest attention on eveiy object that could ba 
conducive to the welfare of his people. 

He married the daughter of a poor but virtuous 
man, whom the messengers of the czar found at 
his plough, when they announced to him the 
honour which the emperor intended to confer 
on his family. Eudocia, equally virtuous as 
beautiful, gained the love of the whole nation, 
by her prudent and condescending behaviour. 
Distressed innocence always found in her a 
sincere friend ; and the poor never applied to 
her in vain. She proved herself worthy of the 
emperor's choice, and assisted her husband, in 
proportion to her abilities, and in the ' degi-ee 
suitable to her sex, in supporting the burden of 
the government after the death of his father. 

Michael Thcodorowitz was so much respected 
by his neighbours for his equity, prudence, and 
piety, that, besides the crowd of his own subjects, 
who were attracted to his court by a sentiment 
ef veneration for his person and government, it 
was constantly adorned by the presence of am- 
bassadors from many princes of Europe and Asia, 
who were desirous of obtaining and presei-vii^ 
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Ibe fHcndship and alUance of so great a mo- 
itarch. — Ye sovereigns, desirous of vain glorjr, 
was not this renownr infinitely more estimable, 
than that which is acquired by conquest and the 
force of arrris ?— This great and paciGc prince, 
beloved by all his subjects, tvho coiisidered hiitt 
as their father and friuid, died in the forty >nintb 
year of his age, and the thirty-third of his reiga, 
and bequeathed his crown to hia son, then in his 
sixteenth year. 

Alexis Theodorowitz, who succeeded ^ ^ 
to the throne on the death of his father, 1^45/ 
'had not, like him, the good fortune to be 
■guided in the first steps of his career by a Men- 
tor interested in the happiness of him and his 
people. Michael ims^ned that he had wisely 
:appointed as his counsellor and first minister 
Boris Morosou, a man tiH then iield in es«amalioii 
and respect, andjx)ssessed of great abilities, but 
unfortunately tainted with the spirit of ambition* 
He advised Alexis to marry the daughter of 
Miloslauki, a nobleman of small foriunet but 
strongly attached to the interest of the minister ; 
-and he himself soon after espoused the sister of 
the empress* No sooner were the nuptial cere- 
monies performed, than Morosou, now brother* 
in-law to the czar, and Miloslauki, his father, 
associating themselves with Leponti Stepanowiiz 
Plesscou, chief judge of the supreme court, 
formed !a triumviral cabal, and took into their 
own hands the entire management of the govern- 
ment, while the young emperor passed his time 
in the enjoyment of pleasures which they were 
carefiil to aiferd him. 

Their authority was exercised with efii'ontery 
which exasperated the people* Plesscou made 
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t>pen traffic of justice ; Miloslauki pubficly sottf 
c&ces and employments ; and Morotou enjoyed 
his pre-eminence, with disgusting haughtinesti 
and ostentation. The inhabitants of Moscow, 
who had experienced the paternal goyernment 
of Michael, exhibited their resentment at these 
exactions and oppressions. Thty petitioned the 
czar, but in vain : the bojars, who attended tbe[ 
emperor, followed the instructions of MorosoQ f 
and no answer was returned, nor zny grjevaince 
redressed* Exasperated at this neglect, thef 
lost all patience : they pnoceeded to the utmost 
excesses of unbridled licentiousness, not indeed 
against the czar, whose inexperience they par- 
doned, and whose innocence they respected, but 
against his faithless ministers, and their accoarv* 
plices and agents, whom they loudly demanded 
to be pul to death. Alexis complied with the 
wishes of the populace, and with difficulty sdved 
the life of his father-in-law, by sacrificing the 
Others. Taught by this lesson, Morosou after- 
wards became mild, affable, just, and obliging* 
The czar also was instructed by this act 6f 
popular vengeance to beware of reposing unli- 
mited confidence in his ministers, and to guld^ 
the helm of the empire with his own hand* 
Acconlingly, the sequel of this prince's reign 
was peaceful and happy, if we except some in* 
considerable wars, of short duration, which he 
waged with the Swedes, the Poles, and othei* 
neighbouring nations. 

During this reign appeared a daring impostor, 
who pretended to be the $on of the great duke 
Basilius Iwanowitz Zuskif but whose name was 
Timoska Anlcaduna, and was the son of a linen- 
draper at Wologda* His father having perceiv- 
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«d in him some marks of an extraordinary genius, 
was at much expense in his edacation, and he 
became a person of consequence among bis illi- 
terate coimtrjrmen. His pleasing voice, and 
il^ste in singing the hymns and canticles of the 
church) recommended him to the archbishop, 
who took bim into his service, in which he 
behs^ve^ ^o well, that feeling an esteem and 
regard for him, he gave him his grand-daughter 
in marriage. This alliance, which might have 
been very advantageous to him, finally proved 
his ruin. His good fortune now began to turn 
l^is brain : he assumed the quality of son-in-law 
to the waivode, or governor of Wologda. After 
the death of the archbishop, he dissipated the 
fortune of his wife, and went with bis family to 
Moscow, where, through the recommendation 
and assistance of a frieml, he obtained a lucrative 
oSice, attended with responsibility* In this 
Hew station, he recommenced his career of plea- 
Mire and extravagance ; and finding that his 
first payment of taxes to the caar would be 
greatly defective, he borrowed of one of his 
fiiends the pearls and rings of his wife, under 
pretence of a ceremony which required some 
^how. These he squandered in dissipation, like 
every thing else of which he obtained possession ; 
and, when called upon for restitution, he dented 
that he had ever received them. His wife, the 
archbishop's grand*daugbter| reproached him 
with bis perfidiousness and dishonesty: upon 
which, fearing that he might be called to an 
account for his arrears to the treasury, and that 
his wife \vould be an evidence against him, bt 
ahut her up in a stove, net fire to Uie house, and 
biii-ned her to death. 
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After this horrid transaction, Timoska escaped 
secretly into Poland, and it was thought at Mos« 
oow, that he had perished in the conflagratiopi 
with the rest of his family. Understandings 
however, that the czar was about to send an 
ambassudor to the king of Poland, and that his 
living at Warsaw was known in Russia, he wfeni 
to Chmielnisky, general of the Cossacs, wh» 
enjoyed considerable authority, and begged his 
protection against the persecutions which h« 
suffered, he said, on account of his being nearlf 
related to the prince Basilius Iwanowitz Zuski* 
The embassy sent by the czar, was, he affirmedf 
for the purpose of demanding him. Timoska 
carried on this imposture with such art and ad* 
di'ess, that he insinuated himself into the favoue^ 
of Chmielnisky, and acquired considerable re* 
pute. But as the name, which he had assumed) 
began to give him a dangei'ous celebrity, he did 
not think the general's protection sufiicient, or 
that he was safe even in the Ukraine. He 
therefore suddenly quitted Poland, and repair- 
ed to Constantinople, where he abjured Chris* 
tianity, and was circumcised. The fear of pu- 
nishment for crimes committed in-the Turkish 
dominions, induced him to visit Rome^ where be 
became a Roman catholic. 

From Rome he repaired to Vienna, and thence 
]:roceeded into Transylvania to prince Ragotzky, 
vtho gave him letters of recommendation to Chris- 
ttiiOi queen of Sweden. That princess received 
h\t\i with the greatest kindness, and, believing 
h\s story, allowed him an honourable subsistence.- 
The Russian merchants residing at Stockholm, 
icquainted the czar with the pretensions of this 
iiTiiJOstor, who now affirmed that he was the son 
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of Basiiius Iwanowitz Zuski* Proofs demon- 
strative of the imposture were immediate]/* col- 
lected and sent into Sweden ; and the queen be* 
ki^ undeceived, ordered him to be arrested |md 
Mwu ' WP i fc into prison. He fotmd means, however, 
tb effect his escape, and fled to Brussels, where 
he sought the protection of the archduke Leo* 
ftold. B]S^U:isfied probably with his reception, 
or with the little advantagfi which this place 
seemed to promise him, he went to I^eipsic^ 
where he etvkiraced Lutheranism, and wrote his 
confession of faith in the Latin language. He 
irfkerwards visited Neustadt, in the dutchy of 
Molstein, whei%, in consequence of letters from 
t^ czar to the duke, he was ari^sted, and sent 
prisoner ta Momoiv. - 

His' behaviour then becaae ridiculous and in- 
consistent. At sometimes he affirmed that he 
>RFas the son of Zuskt, and at others, that his fgu- 
ther-8 name was BasiliUs Domitian« Sometimes 
kt endeavoun^l to make them believe that he 
4ras a Pollnder, and maintained that neither his 
person, language, nor manner of life, bore my 
resemblance to thbse of the Russians. At length 
l>e returned lo his^former story, and impudently 
Inserted, that he was the son of the czar Basiiius 
iwafiowiftz Zuski« He tdd a roroaiutc tale, of 
which the most important episode was, that the 
khan of Tattary had wished to empk)y him 
against the coar; and to give him the commamt 
«ir one hundred ihotisand men for that purpose ; 
but that iie bore ^ob great a love to his country 
io involve it In confilsflOn, and that God had pre* 
vented him fram engaging in so criminal an un>- 
^ertaking. He spoke the Latin, ItalianvGer- 
m^mad Turkish languages^ wl^ gi>eat >acc4# 
G3 
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racjr and fiiiency. A person who was einpk>y« 
ed to examine him, contrived by dexterous nm-- 
nagement to draw from him even a written ccut^ 
fesaion of his imposture; but when tbat.ciocu* 
meht was again pntKiuced, for the purpose * of 
^;!(tmcling from him a formal ^ind oral disavowal 
of his pretensions, he denied bis own hand- 
>yriting, and, ixom that period) pei^vered in- 
asserting himself t^ be the son of Zu^u^ He was 
put to the torture in presence of seveml noble^ 
men; but be still affirmed that that asstrtiois 
was true* In short, notwithstanding the testi- 
mony of his mother, of his rcjiatives, and d£ 
those whohsid known him in his employments. 
^nd in his pleasures^ be obstinately mwntained 
his point, never contradicted himself under the 
greatest sufferings) and suffered capital punish* 
menjt at Moscow. 

. During the reJgn of Alexis Theodonowiiz ^p** 
peared al^o an4>th^ impostor, who was a Cossac^ 
and had an agreeable person and unrcommon jun* 
derstandii>g» and seemed to be about twent|F»fivo * 
years of age» ' It is said, that mere chance, dis- 
covered who he was, and that he himself wtts 
ignorant of his own birth; but it seems mote 
likely, that Uladislaus, who could ill brook the 
loss of the. Russian crpwn, instructed him bow 
to act, that he might serve as a pretext for. de- 
claring war against the czar, at)d be tbe mi»n& 
of transferring the empioe . to himself. It is» 
howev€^r, affirmed, that as this Cossac was de- 
scending into a Mth in t.herU«:le town of Sam- 
bui^gh, m Polish Prussia^ some mark* of an. ex- 
traordinary kind were observed upon bis back s 
that Djnielouski, the treasu^c^©f the crow«, be- 
^ informed of tii6»& circumstftncQS; asked him 
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sereral' questionil, and examiiicd those strafigv 
ebaracters ; but that^ not being able to under- 
stand. theiQy he sent for a Russian priest, whO| 
in a poUic assembly, immediately read " De- 
metrius, the son of Demetrius." 'l^ese charac- 
ters w^re naade >to signify, that this young man 
n^as the eon of Griska Utropeja, the first usurper 
that took the name of Demetrius. It was saidf 
that his mother, the daughter of the ^palatine of 
S^ndomir, had been delivered of him in prison, 
and that the wife of a Cossac, having been 
br6ught to bed at the same time, an interchange 
of children was effected; and that a Russian 
priest, who baptized the son of the princess, 
seeing hun likely to remain unknown, had im- 
print^ those characters between his shoulders, 
by means of a certain indelible liquor. Such 
was the improbable account of this Demetrius* 

This impostor appeared at tlie court of Po< 
land, where he was ^treated a» the son of the 
ceai^ and connected himself with the famous 
€kdg% a Tartarian prince, who was there a pri- 
soner, and afterwards ascended the throne of 
Tartary. But on the deatll of Uladislaus, the 
^mplexton of affairs was materially changed 
by the election of John Casimir ; and Demetrius^ 
fearing that he should be delivered up to the 
emperor of Russia, with whom the new. king 
seemed desirous of living in pe^ce and friend- 
sl^p, retired to Reyel, and from thence to Swe- 
den i but not thinking himself .sufficiently safe 
in that country, . he withdrevif into Holstein* 
The duke owing the czar a large sum of money, 
Ke> was iufprmed, that, if he would deliver this 
impostor into the hands of the Russian monarch, 
the debt would be remitted him'— a proposal 
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which MTM readtiy accepted^ Accordingly, the 
pretended Demetnus was seized and sent to 
Moscow, whetie he was confronted by an <4d 
woman, who called herself his motherw He 
was prosecuted as the distufber of the publk tran- 
quillity, and, being convkted, was condemned 
to be put to death, which was executed Boon af*- 
ler. These examples prove what effects may be' 
produced by danng boldness on the one hand, and' 
credulity on the other, In a country benighted 
with the darkness of ignoraiice. 

About this period, Stenko Rasin, chief 
166?' ^^^ Cossacs, excited a dreadllil rebel- 
lion against the caar. The cause of his 
discontent was said to be the ignominious lieatb 
of his brother, who had commanded the Cossacs 
that served in the Russian army, duitng the cam-' 
paigns of U54 and 1655, against the Poles^ 
The knes George Alexowits Ddgorucki, com- 
mander in chief of all the forces employed iH 
the expedition, ordered the Cossacs to remain in' 
the field as long as he pleased { but not being' 
accustomed to be compelled in their acttonS|' 
they abandoned the Russian general, and rang- 
ed themselves under the banners of their own 
leader* This chief, who was Stenko Rastn's 
brother, Dolgorucki called to an account fcr the 
comluct of his men, and ordered him to be 
hanged. This was the pretext of Stenko for ^ 
taking up arras against his sovereign ; and, at 
first he appeal^ to be actuated by the mcen« 
lives of patriotism, the glory of his nation, and' 
the desire of just vengeance ; but after his first 
successes, it was manifest thdt he was influence* 
by ^mbition^ 
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He eommenced his depredations on the n\'Q9 
Wolga^ where he took and plundered all the 
small \essels that he met with, and killed the 
men that refused to engage in his service. He 
then put himself at the head of an army of his 
countrymen, and ransacked every town, churchy 
and monastery in the neighbourhood ; and march- 
ed from thence to laik, a city situated on the ri- 
i^r of the same name, which divides the king- 
dom of Astracan from the country of the CaK 
mucs. He then proceeded to the Caspian sea, 
and advanced to the fi-ontjers of Persia, where 
he pillaged the towns, and massacred the inha-' 
bitants. He had captured a Persian princess^ 
who was beautiful and compliant. Being one 
day on board his yacht, amusing himself on the 
Wolga, and intoxicated with wine, he suddenly 
addressed himself to that river, and, after enu- 
merating the rich presents which he had made* 
his partisans, spoke as follows:— <' And thou, 
*' noble Wolga ! thou, who hast wafted to me 
«* such abundance of gold, silver, and other 
'* precious effects — thou, my friend and defeiv- 
** der, to whom I am indebted for my fortune 
** and advancement — ^I have given thee no-* 
•** thing : but I will now prove to thee my gra- 
** titude.*' Having concluded these words, he' 
took the princess in his arms, and threw her into 
the river, with the pearls, diamonds, and other- 
ornaments, with which she was adorned. What 
heightened the barbarity of this action was, 
that the lady was equally admired for the en- 
ciowments of her mind as for the beauty of her • 
person, and had always treated him vfith the 
{greatest kindness. 
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Tht: grand principle of this r^l't poQeg^- 
and by which he attrttcted numbers of saldiecA 
to his standard, and retailed them under bi^^ 
command, was to affect no pre-eminence over 
the Cossacs, except in Uie moment of baUley ta 
appear only as their equal, and free froin ^vergr- 
other wish than that of esti^blisliing the ^aipir# 
of liberty*. He allowed them to .indqlge ig^ 
every species of Ucentiousness, that he mjigh^- 
render them equally culpable as iiimself. Afi^ 
be was defeated, therefore, by a just retributjQ% 
the punishment was also extended to tiie people 
who were the accomplices of his crimeih ^nd tl^e 
sharers 6f his iniquity. 

Dolgorucki, the gseneral who vanquished 
Stenko, erected a tribunal .^ Ars^anas, where be 
executed so severe a judgment upon the rebels^ 
that the avenues of the town seemed to resemble 
the terrific picture, which the poets have given, 
us of Tartarus. lo <>ne place were seen heaps 
of dead bodies, headless, and smeared with 
blood ; in others, numbers of wnetches impaled 
alive, uttering frightful shrieks, and suifering 9 
thousand deaths at once ; and on all, sides gib- 
bets, on each of which were bung forty or fifty 
men. Within the space of three months, mpre 
than eleven thousand persons were judicially 
condemned, and suffered death by the hands of 
the executioners. 

Stenko, alarmed at the loss of his soldieisi» 
and the dereliction of many of his friends, who* 
eflfected a reconciliation with the government!, 
knew not where to $yeek an asylum. At length, 

^ Mankind, alas ! Itave been too often delu(led by |i^ 
jnilar preteAC#«, 
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%e mtfiei^ himsdf to be pmuttd^d, tMt the 
ciasr had forgiven faint, and was extremely def- 
airoQs# of teeing him at Moscow* He put inr- 
plidt &ith in thiA report, and tratelled thither 
with his brother, who repeatedly represented to 
■him on the joamey, that punishment and death 
would more probably be their lot, than a par- 
don. Stenko, however, was so credulous as to 
^ccvifide in the assurances he had received, and 
did not perceive his error till hc# met a wretched 
waggonj in the nMst of which was erected a 
gibbet, save omen of his death, which soon fbl* 
lowed, after he had been obliged to undergo thb 
torture. 

Such was the termination of an enterprise 
wfkich might have been attended with the most 
lamentable consequences to the Russian empire^ 
If Stenko had been equally prudent as daring. 
The rebellion, however, is said to have cost 
'Russia one hundred thousand fighting men ; fot 
even a g^reater numbei^ perished by fkmine and 
disease, than fell by the edge of the sword. 
These terrible executions were repugnant to the 
humane heart of Alexis, who regretted that he 
was under the sad necessity of putting so many 
persons to death; but, in certain conjunctures, 
guch executions are necessary for the prevention 
of greater evils. Besides, it is only an act of 
justice to declare, that he omitted no practicable 
means of rendering his government mild and 
equitable. Though possessed of personal cou- 
rage, he never engaged in war, except when 
he could not avoid it; and he incessantly la- 
boured to promote the peace and happiness of 
his subjects. The wbble of his subsequent life 
was employed in rectifying and repairing, by 
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the Visdomof his adroinistrattoa, the fkults aad 
errors into which he had been led in his yautb, 
.by his too greAt confidence in. his faTourites ancl 
.ministers. He died in the forty -^ixth -year of 
,his age. 
^ jj By his first wife, Alexis left two soq9» 
1676. Theodore and John, and one daughter^ 
the princess Sophia. The children of tlie 
"Second marriage were Peter, and a princess call- 
ed Natalia. Theodore Alexowitz, who was. bora 
in 1657, was eighteen years of age when he 
.ascended the throne of Russia. Possessing all 
the good qualities of his father, his constitutioo 
ivas unfortunately weak and delicate, and did 
not promise him a long life. On his accession, 
he found the empire engaged in a war wijth the 
Turks, which he carried on with such abititj 
and vigour, that it was attended with success on 
his side. A peace w^as concluded betwpen the 
two. powers, by which the Cossacs, who bad 
put themselves under the protection of the Ot- 
toman couit, were given up, and the grand 
*eignior became guarantee of a treaty. between 
the czar and the khan of Tartary, by which the 
latter engsq^ed to prevent his subjects from 
making incursions int6 the Russiaii proviaces. 

Theodore had been too much employed in 
military affairs, since his accession to the thrcMies 
to execute the deugns he intended for the good 
of his people. Faithfully attached to the pru- 
dent conduct of bis father, he invited foreign 
officers into his country, endeavoured to polish 
Russia, and to introduce into the empire useful 
establishments. Thinking it absurd and unjust^ 
that any should pretend to be entitled to great 
^stinctiouy high honours, and the most impoiv 
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tot ' employments of the state, merely on ac* 
count of birth, and without the least regard t6 
merit, ' he ordered all the nobles of the empire 
to attend him, with the charters and privileges 
of their titles, which, when presented to him, 
he threw into the fire, and declared that thence- 
forward all honourable or profitable prerogatives 
should be solely granted to talents and virtue. 
But laudable as this design might appear, it 
could not be properiy executed. The distinc* 
tion annexed to birth in some measure seems ncf- 
cessary, in order to preserve a due subordination 
in the state* The czar, however, followed that 
principle in disposing of the throne, when he 
perceived his end approaching. Of his two' 
brothers, John the elder, was of competent age ; 
but his mind was- weak, his sight short, and he 
was sui>ject to epileptic fits ; and Theodore con- 
sidered him as unfit to provide for the necessities 
of an empire beginning to emerge from oar- 
barism« Having, thereibre, a greater regard for 
the welfare of his country, than for the cus 
toms which had hitherto prevailed, he declared 
Peter bis successor, who, notwithstanding his 
early youth, had showed a taste for the sciences 
and useful knowledge, and consequently excited 
ti hope, that he might realize projects of utility tQ 
Russia. ' 

The princess Sophia, third daughter of the 
emperor Alexis Michaelowitz by his first wife, 
leaving her retirement in a convent, to which' 
an ancient law had subjected the female off- 
spring of the czars, had been very assiduous in 
attending on her brother Theodore, during his 
illness, and found means to engross a consider- 
able share in the administration of affairs. Her 
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^;enius waft extraordmar/, and might hare beeft 
of g^at service to the state, had it not been ao 
Gompanied with an unbounded ambition, which 
excited her to aim at becoionig mi9tress of the em-^ 
pire, by endeavouring to disannul the notnina* 
tfon of Peter, and to substitute in his stead the 
vreak prince John, in whose nause she hoped to 
govern Russia* 

Theodore was scarcely dead, when •the noini- 
Oatioo of a prinpe, only ten years of age» to be 
his successor in the throne, the e^clusi<Mi of the 
elder brother, and the intrigues of tlie princess 
Sophia their sister, occasioned, a most dreadful 
rebellion. J^ke. all, other nieapots, the Jiuasiaa 
emperor had formed for themselves a guard ex* 
clusiyely attached to their persons, sinailar to the 
janissaries of the grand-seignior, and to whom 
were given the appellation of *tre&tzea. The 
princess Sophia convened an assembly of the 
princes of the blood, the generals of the armyj 
the bojars, the bishops, and- the principal mer* 
chants, to whom she ^represented, that, by i^ight 
gf seniority and merit, the empire ought to {it* 

" Tolve to John ^ and, upon quitting the coQyen«> 
tion, she promised the stretitzes an increase of 
pay, and made them some valuable presents* 
She also caused a report to be privately circus 
lated, that Alexis had been compelled to prefer 
the younger to the elder brother by a Action, 
ivho, after having extorted from him that nomi« 
nation, had poisoned him to pievent his retract* 
ing iu 

At length Sophia furnished the strelitzes with 
a list of hriy obnoxious fiersons, at the head o( 
which was the name of Von Gaden, who had 
been physician to the emperor Theodore* All the 
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0lhen were nobles, enemies^ it was said, to their 
corps and to the state, and, therefore, meritin|f 
death* Those incepsed soldiers hurried to the 
IKdace and through the city in quest of their 
destined Tictims. Von Gaden, it was reported, 
had administered po»on to the late em^ieipor, and 
was therefore the particular object of iheir re- 
sentment. In then? search for him, they met a 
young man of the same profession, whom they 
seized, saying, ^ You are a physician, aad k 
you did not poison our master Theodore, you 
have poisoned others, and therefore deserve 
death ;" and haying thus spoken they killed faim. 
At length, they discofered Von Gaden, who had 
disguised himself in a beggar's habit, and dragged 
hrm to tlse palaee; the princesses, by whom be 
was belored, and who reposed some confidence 
in his skill, implored pardon for him on their 
knees^ and assured the stitlltzes, that he wma 
an aUe physician, and had taken great care of 
their brotlier Theodore* The soldiers replied^ 
that he deserved to die, not only as a physician^ 
but also as a sorcerer; bocause a dried toad and 
ft great snake had been found in bis house* The . 
fevolters then appointed a tribunal, of which 
only one member coald write, and which con* 
demned him to sofifer death* The same judges, 
In like manner, passed sentence upon the ac* 
eu^ed nobles, whom they executed by catting 
them in pieces with their sabres. While these 
miscreants thus glutted their fury in the presence 
of the princesses) others laid violent hands on 
Ihose that were Odious to them, or obnoxious to 
Sophia. 

These acts of cruelty terminated with ^ jj 
proclaiming the two princes, John and {^^^l 
Peter, joint sovereigns, and associating 
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their sister Sophia in the government, as ee-r«« 
gent. She then apptx>ved of all the ciimes of 
which the strelitzes had been guilty, rewarded 
their services with the forfeited estates of their 
victims^ and permitted them to erect a moiiu- 
mont, on which were inscribed the names of the 
persons that had been put to death, and who were 
represented as traitors to their country. Finaliyt 
she granted them letters patent, expressive of 
her thanks for their zeal and fidelity* 

Sophia married John to a young lady of the 
house of SoItikofT, in order that if they had is^ 
sue, Peter might lose for ever| the hopes of re* 
taining the crown. The imbecility of Ac cldei^ 
brother, and the youth of Peter, sdlowed Sophia 
to enjoy all the honours of sovereignty : her bust 
appeared on the public coin ; she signed all dis- 
patches ; and possessed the first seat in the coun* 
cil, and. a power without control. The czar 
Peter, who was now in his eighteenth year, niar- 
ried a lady contrary to the inclinations of hit 
sister. Sophia, therefore, formed a design 
against the life, of her brother Peter. Having 
concerted her measures, she made choice of the 
president of the strelitzes to e5cecute this bloody 
deed. The czar Peter was at that time at Obro- 
zensko, a country seat three miles distant from 
Moscow. To this place the preddent and six 
hundi*ed strelitzes immediately repaired ; but the 
latter, struck with horror at the thought of sbed« 
ding the blood of their prince, privately irn 
formed the czar of his danger. Peter had only 
time to escai>e to the . convent of the Trinity, 
which was also a palace and a fortress ; and had 
he remained an hour longer at Obrozensko, he 
would have been dethroned, and perhaps mur-» 
dercd. 
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Peter thtn sammoned tlie bojars to attend him 
At the convent, ordered troops to be raised in 
eYciy town, and having published an account of 
tlie attempt made against his lifcy was visited by 
a numerous bodjr c^ noblemen and gentlemen. 
Sophia endeavodred to engage the strelitzes to 
espouse her cause ; but they, notwithstanding her 
injunctions to the contrary, marched directly to 
the convent, and assured the czar of their fide^ 
lity to his person and government. She was aP» 
te^w^ards arrested ; and her partisans were taken 
and punished with death* When the executions 
of the conspirators were terminated, Peter or* 
dered Sophia to be imprisoned and deprived of 
all authorityii Thus ended the regency of that 
princess, who governed the Russian Empire 
during several years ; but endeavouring to txa* 
grpss the whole power, she lost both her autho- 
rity and liberty, and was confined in a convent 
dll the time of her death, which happened fif« 
teen years after this transaction. Some effbrts 
were indeed made by her partisans to reinstate 
her in her former sitHation j but they proved vain 
and ineffectual. 

Peter returned tc» Moscow, and made his pub« 
lie entry into that city on horseback, attendee) 
by a guard of eighteen thousand strelitzes, and 
accompanied by his wife and nsother* The czar 
^ohn, who had not been concerned in the late 
transactions, affectionately received him at the 
palace gate ; and the two brothers embraced eacb 
other. From that time, Peter is to be 
4ronsidered as sole sovereign ; since, from fgo?' 
the period of this revolution to the year 
1696, in which John died, the latter led a prip 
frate and retired life^ and scarcely jtook any fai>> 
H 3 , 
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ther part in the governing of the empircf than 
that of signing his name to the public edicts. 

If we would duly appreciate the actions' of 
Peter I. we ought to consider the condition of 
Russia, when he commenced his reign. It was 
slavishly obserrant of ancient usages, most of 
them barbarous and stupid, but so fondly che- 
rished by the nation, that the task of reform ap« 
peared almost hopeless. Some of the czar's pre-- 
decessors, however, had endeavoured to disse- 
minate knowledge through the empire ; and we 
have before seen, that, by persevering efforts, 
one of them had procured learned men and ar- 
tists, civil and military preceptors. But though 
exhortations and favours were unsparingly era- 
ployed, neither that prince, nor his 8Uccessor8« 
could produce much effect on their subjects. 
Peter, however, determined to try another mode 
of experiment : he set out in the retinue of an 
embassy, which he sent to visit several courts^ 
Ue held do rank in the ambassadorial train ; but 
it was well known that he was the Russian mo- 
narch. At one time a sovereign, at another 
time a private individual, he now conferred with 
kings, and now mingled in the company of ar- 
tisans. Motives of curiosity have sometimes in • 
duced monarchs to travel, and to handle the tools 
of workmen for their pleasure and amusement ; 
but Peter alone sought to render them familiar 
to him. by practice, in order that he might be 
able to estimate and direct those persons, whom 
he should send to instruct his subjects. 

What a striking spectacle raiist it have been 
to behoW the czar, at the age of twenty-fivej 
quitting the luxury of a court, cond*emning 
himself to a life of toil, and by his coiuage an4 
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perseverance^ surinounting every delicacy and 
every repugnance i In cdhtequence of an acci- 
dent which had befallen him in his early years, 
he dreaded water so much^ that, on being ob.- 
liged to cross even a rivulet) he was seized with 
a cold sweat and convulsions. In order, there- 
forct to conquer nature, he plunged into a river, 
and that element, which had hitherto been the 
object of his aversion, became one of the prin^- 
cipal theatres of his triumphs. 

.Peter having arrived at Amsterdam, disguised 
himself, repaired to tlie dock- yard of Saardam, 
and enrolled himself amon^ the ship- carpenters* 
He was astonished at the multitude of workmen 
constantly employed ; the order ai>d exactness 
observed in their se%'eral departments ; the great 
dispatch with which they built and fitted out 
vessels; and the incredible quantity of stores 
for the' ease an'd security of labour* Clad ^nd 
fs;d like the rest of the carpenters, the czar 
worked in the forges, the rope^walks, and the 
mills* From the construction of a boat, he pro- 
ceeded to that of a 8ix.ty-gun ship, which was 
begun by himself, and finished with his own 
hands, and which he sent to Archangel. These 
occupations did not prevent him from at^i)ding 
tlie lectures on anatomy, surgery, mephanSjaSi^. 
and other branches of pi^actical philosophy cul* 
tivated in Holland. From Amsterdam he sailed 
to England, where he followed the same manner 
of life as in Holland. The Dutch carpenters 
had taught him the practical part of ship-build* 
ing ; but the English instructed him in the fuiwla- 
mental principles of. tlie art.' In short, nothing 
escaped the notice of this prince : his attention 
was directed to aBtronoii>y) arithmetic^ watch^ 
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making) and hydraolics. Wishing to introdact 
every species of knowledge into his dotninions, 
he sent into Russia a colony of between six ami 
seven hundred ingenious men, in the several arts 
and professions* 

The measures which th^ czar had taken on 
leaving his dominions, produced the best eflfect ; 
and whilst in the character of a ship-wright, 
he was handling the axe and the saw at Saar* 
dam, his troops gained successive victories over 
the Turks and Tartars on the frontiers of Rus- 
sia. These troops, indeed, had been fbrmed by 
himself; their exercises, their discipline, .had 
constituted, as it were, the amusements of bis 
boyish days. Scarcely was Peter sufficimitly 
able to carry a musket ^when he assembled 
around him a number of youths of his own a^, 
in whose company he accustomed hidiself to 
martial manoeuvres. He made them pass,*and be 
passed himself, through the different military 
grades. That corps increased in number, and 
swelled to an army, remarkable for courage and 
bravery, and of which every individual was 
personally known to the czar. 

In order to teach the young bojars proper sub* 
ordination, with which they were hitherto un^ 
acquainted, h^ successively occupied the sta- 
tions of drummer, corporal, serjeant, lieutenant, 
and captain, while the commands were given 
and executed in the name of Le Fort, a Pied« 
montese gentleman who had become the favour* 
ite of Peter, and had proved himself worthy of 
his confidence. Le Fort had not been instructed 
in military knowledge, nor was he a man of fi« 
terature, having never applied to any particular 
^ or science; but like the czari he was ia* 
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ifebted for erciy thing' to his own genius. He 
became a general, took cities, and won bat« 
ties* In the midst of these military exercises, 
Peter did not neglect the Navy ; and as he 
had made Le Fort a general, thoug^h he had 
never borne any commission by land, so he raised 
him to ihe rank of admiral, though he had ifle^ 
ver before commanded at sea. The czar passed 
also through the various grades in the naval ser- 
vice* His example was a powerful stimulus to 
Ihe Russian nobUity, who disdained not the low* 
^st ranks in the militia, when they saw that the 
emperor^ instead of viewing them with con* 
lempt^ beheld them with pride and complacen* 

After a successful campaign against the Turks 
and Tartars, Peter, wishing to accustom his peo- 
ple to glory as well as to military toil, marched 
his army into Moscow under triumphal arches* 
embellished with pompous decorations, and ao» 
companied with illuminations and fire-works. 
The soldiers who had fought on board Venetian 
vessels against the Turks, moved first in proccs* 
sion. The generals, admiral Le Fort, and the 
other officers, took the precedency of their so- 
vereign, who, in order t5o demonstrate to the 
nobility by his own example, that merit ought 
to be the only road to military preferment, de- 
clared he had no rank in the army. The bustle 
and joy of this ceremony being, terminated, 
public rewards were distributed to the/brave, and , 
punishments inflicted on the cowards. 

By order of the czar, the troops had already 
changed their long garb, and now wore a short 
dress, which was lighter and better suited to 
tlieir movements. In order to naturalize these 
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Uuioyatiofifl among \a% subjectSt he defermifled 
to 9end a number of the young nobility of Yai 
empire to traveU as he hac) ck^e, into foreign 
eountrieSy where they might acquire knowlec^i 
and adopt the manners of other nations. Con- 
tincedy ' likewise^ that politeness or civilization 
cannot be introduced or preserved without tho 
intercourse of the two sexet^ the czar csta^ 
blished assembliesi al which himself appeared 
in person^ and to which heu^ted lacfiesand 
their daughters^ who dressed ^Rer the mannef 
of the southern nations oPEnrope i and Ibr these 
entertainments he published regulations. He 
ancouraged the emulation of dress* dancingt 
moderate play, and decent familiarity. Thut 
gradually and imperceptibly did Peter change 
the Russian costume. The long robe wBi worn 
by many nations, on account of its requiring 
less &ahion and art ; and for the same reason, It 
was usual among the people to sofier theti 
beards to grow to an enormous length* The 
czar fbund no difikulty in ihtroducing the FrettcK 
mode of dress, and the custom oC^sbaVingt 
among his courtiers ; bot the people wi?i« Wre 
stubborn, and he was under the necessity* olim* 
posing a tas on long robes and beards. Xhe^zaif' 
cient gravity, which was tinctured with a gloom 
of melancholy, gave way to an easiness of man* 
ner, that was the precursor of gaiety. 

The reformation of the cbufcht y^kh Hi 
many countries is considered as a difficult and 
dangerous attempt, was accomplished by Pete? 
with great facility* The patriarchs had some* 
times contested the imperial authority ; and the 
bishops had arrogated to themselves the power 
•f condemning ^to death; and other corporeal pn^ 
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itfid to the Bubordiflalian of giorenimefiU The 
caar, there£>rey deprived the clergy of their 
^tbprky, afid entirely abolished the dignity of 
i1)e psitriarch. Considering that, as hi» doroi« 
luons were ill peopled* the celibacy of the 
.fiAonks vas contrary to naluiie and to the public 
goodf a multitu^p «f cloistered young ncn 
«Bd Women, who made a vow to retire fma the 
World^nd its services, appeared to him a dan- 
g^Wis td^tutioo* He therefore ordainedt that 
Done a&ioaiikl be admitted to a monastic life* liH 
the age of fifty ; and he prohibited every one 
invested with a public employroent from entei^ 
iog a CQnveiil« In Russia marriages had hitherte 
^eo performed after the custom of Tui^y find 
Per»a> wliere the panties do not see each other 
.tm the contraet is signed. That ridiculous cus- 
tom the caar aboli^d. Notwithstanding tlie 
repugnance of the church, he obliged the tiation 
io adopt the Roman calendar, and introduced 
the common arithmetical figures into the exehe- 
i|uer and public offices, from whence they made 
their way into the couadag houses of merchants. 
The chief part, however, of these improve* 
ments did not take place till after Peter had 
•quitted the united provinces* 

Having seen the English fleet, wad the dock- 
yards in Holland, he wished also to observe the 
^military discipline of the Germans, and there* 
fope proceeded to Vienna, where he had an iiv- 
terview with the emperor Leopold, who was 
the natural ally of the Russians against the 
Turks. Peter was ready to depart from Vienna^ 
in order to nepair to Venice, when he receded 
information that a rebellion had broken out in 
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bis dominions. This insurfection had been «&^ 
cited partly by the old bojars, who were strc»)g^ 
ly attached to their ancient customs, and pardy 
by the clergy, who considered all Peter's inno- 
vations as so many acts of sacrilege. It majr 
also be supposed tliat the princess Sophia, wM 
was immured in a convent, was not whc^y unf- 
concerned in this transaction, since the rebels 
declared they would place her on the throne^ 
instead of a prince, who, under pretence of po- 
lishing his kingdom, delivered it into the handst 
of foreigners, and placed them at the head of 
every department of the administration. 
V Superstition^ which sheds its baneful influ- 
ence over the world, and is held in reverence 
by the vulgar, was soon diffused from the com- 
mon people of Russia to the strelitzes, whom 
Peter, previously to the commencement of hia 
journey, had dispersed, into the frontier ^oats, 
sufficiently remote from each other, in order to 
prevent their junction. They knew that their 
ibrmer conduct had excited the indignation of 
the czar, and that he would at some earlier or 
mot^ distant period find means to destroy their 
body. Under this idea they quitted their garri- 
sons, assembled to the number of ten thousand, 
and set out on their march to Moscow, to gain, 
as they pretended, certain information whether , 
the czar was alive or dead. The regency de- 
monstrated to them the falsity of that rumour ; 
and endeavoured by entreaties and menaces to 
induce them to reium to their duty, and to re- 
occupy their former posts : but the strelitzes 
obstinately persisted in their design, and conti*. 
.iiu%d to advance. Their approach excited the 
greatest consternation in Moscow. An engage-; 
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ment t&s now inevitable : the action was bloody 
and obstinately contested, and the strelitzes being 
defeated, laid down their arms. 

The czar arrived in the capital of his domi- 
nions, before it was known that he had quitted 
Germany. He inflicted a dreadful punishment 
on the leaders of the revolt ; the rest of the stre- 
litzes were drafted into different regiments ; 
the corps was entirely suppressed ; and their 
name abolished* He confided the care of his 
person to the cadels, whom he had himself rear- 
ed and disciplined. 

These transactions were followed by a war 
against Sweden, which was at that time ^ jj 
governed by the celebrated Charles XII. i'^qq' 
The Russian army having penetrated into 
Ingria, laid siege to the citadel of Narva ; but 
being attacked by the Swedish monarch with a 
very inferior number of troops, the Russians 
were entirely defeated, and compelled to retire. 
Peter, however, was not prevented by this war 
from attending to the plans which he had formed 
for the welfare of his kingdom. Having captured 
Nyenschantz, a fortress at the mouth of the Neva, 
he laid the foundation of St. Petersburgh, which 
was destined^ to rival the pity of Moscow, and 
which the residence of the sovereign has since 
rendered the capital of the empire. He la- 
oouted to unite^the Caspian and the Black sea, by 
means of a communication between the Don and 
the Wolga. He covered his plains with beauti- 
fill cattle, wluch, together with their herdsmen, 
he brought from Saxony. He erected manu- 
factories for cloth, Tinen, and paper ; opened 
the mines of Siberia.; invited and protected 
smiths, 'brasiers, armourers, founders, and^ artf- 
Vol. XXII. I 
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sans of every kind ; and established prbitkig* 
offices, public schools, and hospitals. 

In the mean time, Charles^ who had com- ^ ^^ 
pelled Augustus, Idng of Poland, to re- 1707.' 
sign his crown, not only obliged the troops 
of Peter to evacuate Lithuania, but penetrated 
into the provinces of the Russian empire. In- 
vited by the hetman of the Cossacs, who proniia- 
cd to revolt from the czar and to join his arniy, 
the Swedish monarch was induced to proceed to 
the Ukraine, where his situation became ex- 
tremely critical and dangerous. Charl«s, how- 
ever, laid siege to Pultowa, a Strfahg city in that 
province ; but being attacked by the czat with -a 
oumerous and powerfiil army, his troops were 
entirely defeated, an4 himself obliged to* seek 
laifety in flight. 

Charles having fied tb tonstantinople, m- 
lerested the divan in his t>ehalf| who considered 
him as an unfortunate herb, and resolved to assist 
him. Peter suddenly beheld himself menacM 
by 1^ unexpected foe, and was obliged to have 
recourse to means of defence. But he impruddit- 
ly advanced too far into the enemy's country ; and 
having arrived at Yassy in Moldavia, experielic^d 
n want of provisions^ and found himself com- 
pletely surround^ on the Pruth fcy the TurkSf 
who amounted to upwards of two hundred thoii- 
iand men, whilst the Russian arniy did not c«n« 
list of more than twenty thousand troops* ' H^- 
ducod to desperation, the czar sat in his tent, and 
beheld at once his labours destroyed, his hopes de- 
feated, and himself more« unfortunate than the 
Stredish monarch at Pultowa. 

For the safety of his army and of himself, the 
IpHT was indebted to Catharin^ who was then 
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liis mistress. That womani who afterwanjs )>e- 
eameao renowned, was unacquainted. witUt lier 
fiitheiV and scarcely knew either her ni6the^ 
4)r the place of her btrth. In her fourteemft 
year she married a dragoon pf the Swedish ' gar- 
lisoa of Marienburgh, at the papture of which bf 
the Russians, she was taken prisoner, and em- 
piofed in the generals k}ix;hen, where, bf her 
jDefitai powers and her personal graces, she won 
llieafl^tions of her xi^aster. From thence she 
liassed into the &mily of prince Menzikoff, who 
iras not less struck with her attractionsi and with 
irhom she cootinned till she bcicame the mistress 
iof the czar* Peter having accidentally met her 
attlie house xK the {mnce, was plieased with her 
jtnn^of mind, and gained possessfoa of her per» 
son* By assiduity and attention, by the softness 
and complacency of her manners, mh! by a tern* 
per singula^y gay and chedtfuf) Catharine ac* 
igmci an. absdate s^ray oipc the mind of the 
^emperor* She calni^d hiis'hnpetuosity^ consoled 
him in his anxieties, aod watched over hia 
liealth. 

She had attended htm in hts cafiifpa^ agafinst 
^ Turiuk Peiter« reduced lo de6(>eratTon, had 
.determined to cut lus way through thfe enemy 

.during the darkness of the night; and dler giv* 
iog positive orders that no one should approach 
|itm on pain of death, retired to histent in great 
agony. The principal officers assembled at this 
important crisis, in the presence of Catharine, 
and drew op certain preliminaries, in order to 

. ^obtain a truce from the enemy. Without the 
knowledge of Peter, plenipotentiaries were dis- 
ps^hed to the grand-vizier, with whom a peace 
Was concluded, on conditions more moderate than 
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in so desperate a situation could h:vvc been rea* 

ftonably cxpecieti* Cahajine, who had chai^t^d 
herself with the office of pritviiiliiig on the tm- 
peror to ratify what had bet:n done^ ventured to 
enter his tent, where her efibits were crowned 
^ith success. On this occasion she obiained gi-eat 
popubritr, and her wise and prudent conduct pre- 
s^^rved the czvlt and his army from certain destruc- 
tion. This meritorious sen ice induced 
fpriP' Feter to give her bis hand, and to place 
on her head the impenal diadem. 

Previously to this last inuisaction, a peace had 
been concluded betvveen Russia and Sweden* 
which ceded to the czai^ Livonia, Esthonia, In*- 
gria> and parts of Carelia and Finland. On oc* 
casion of this treaty, so gloricus to the empire, 
great festiTities were appointed, and the senate 
and synod offered to Peter, the conqueror of the 
BaltiC) to exchange the title of czar for that of 
cmpcrop and autoci^t of all the Rtissiiis^ to which 
was annexed the honourable suniame of the Great, 

Peteri however) after all his noble insiituUona 
and his liberal attempts to civilize his people, 
was himself no better than an enlightened bar- 
barian. Inventivci boldj active, and indefati- 
gabki he was formed for conceiving tlie most 
magnificent, and for executing the most difficult 
and daring designs; but unfcelingj impatient, 
fmious under the intiuence of passion, and a slave 
to his own arbitrary will, he was shamefully pro* 
digal of the lives of his subjects, and did not en* 
deavour to combine their ease andhappinc&s with 
his glory and personal f^reatness. His savage 
ferocity and despolic rigour was exercised against 
Akxis, his only son by his first wife, who, hav* 
ing led an abandoned course of life, and dis- 
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covered an iBclinatioD to obstruct the €»ir*t &- 
Totlrite plan of civilization, was compelled by his 
&ther to sig^ in 171 8, a solemn renunciation of 
his ri^t to the crown. But lest that deed should 
not prove sufficient to exclude the czarowitz from 
the succeaalon, Peter assembled an extraordin^* 
jy court, composed of the principal nobility and 
clergy, who condemned that unfortunate, though 
Beemingly weak and dissolute prince, to suftr 
death, without prescribe the mam>er in which 
it ahould be inflicted. 

i^lexia vras seized with strongs Gonvulsions, ai\!fl 
expired soon after the dreadful sentence was an- 
fiounced to him ; but whether (n consequence of 
rthe agoQy QC<;asioned by such alarming intelli- 
gence, or by othei^ means, is i^ncert^to. It i$ 
.only known, that Peter then had, by his beloved 
Catharine, ^ infant son, who bore his own 
Dame? aod whom he designed for his successor j 
and as it is probable, that the birth of this 
aon had accelerated the proseqution, and incr^s^ 
#d the severity of the proceedings «gainat Alexi% 
whom his bther ha<l before threatened to disin- 
i^erit, the friends x>f Cathaiine m^ht possibly 
hasten the death of the same pdnqe, in order tp 
avoid the odium ,of hU public ei^eoution. Bttf 
whatever might be the eause*^of the death of the 
czaro.witz, the young Peter, whom the emparor 
Md ordered all his subjects ^to ackiiowledge a^, . 
Jawful heir to ilvs ^crawn, .did .not long surviva 
him^ 

^t .the age ^f fifty-three years died 

m? Peter the Grea^ Catharine purchase^ 

the roost costly marble, and invited th^ 

jmost able sculptors of Italy to erect a mauso* 

Jieiun fbr t^ 4ep^^d hero. It iwas adorned 
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with cmblemtitlc de\ices, instriptlons, and an 
epitaph, containing in epitome, his entire his^ 
tory. She also caused medals to be struck and 
copiously to be distributed among the foreign 
ambassadors, and all the great men in the en^ 
pire. On one side appeared the bust of Peter 
the Great ; and on the reverse, was the eniiM*esB 
•with the crown on her head, a globe and a scep- 
tre lying beside her on a table, and before her 
a sphere, sea-charts, plans, mathematical instnn 
ments, arms, and a caduceus. In the back- 
ground an edifice rises on the shore ; and an 
arsenal is discovered with a ship at sea. In clouds 
above, supported by Immortaliiy, appears the 
ilefunct emperor, who exhibits these treasures Co 
Catharine, and says to her, ^^ Behold what I have 
« left to you." 

On the decease of Peter the Great, Catharine 
ascended the throne of Russia, and, from the 
commencement of her reign, conducted herself 
with the greatest benignity and gentleness, and 
by that means secured the love and veneration 
of her subjects. She had/borne to the late czar 
several children, of whom two daughters sw- 
vived him, and have obtained a place in his- 
tory ; Anne and Elizabeth Petrowna. It is pro- 
nouncing her eulogy, when we say, that during 
her administration it could pot be perceived that 
the head of the empire had been changed. The 
genius of Peter the Great, as if it had been in* 
fused into her soul, siill continued to direct the 
government, and to watch over the glory of the 
empire. Her indefatigable zeal for the welfare 
of her subjects, as well as her gratitude, prompt- 
ed her to pursul with undeviatmg exactitude 
the plan which Peter had formed for the civilizib- 
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^n of his people.' During her i^eign^ the em^ 
.pire f^joyed the bkssings of peace. 

In compluince with the wish expressed by 
her husband in his last moments, she mamed 
her eldest daughter, Anne Petrowna, to the 
tUike of Holstein ; and the fruit of this marriage 
-was that unfortunate prince, afterwards Peter 
till. Of the ■ young son of Alexis, who was at 
that time the - only remaining male of the blood 
•of the czarsy Catharine took peculiar care ; and, 
•:wiih the . vie w of opening to him the avenue to 
'the throne> declared him grand duke of Russia. 
'She presided at the first session of the academy 
•of Petersburgh, to which Peter had not had 
time to give the finishing form. She died at the 
-age of thirty-eight, two years after the death 
of her husband* 

- Previously to her decease, Catharine had been 
prevailed on to make her will and settle the sue* 
•cession. Accordingly she left the throne 
to Peter IL son of Alexis, under the di- f^o?' 
rection of a council of regency, at the 
head of which was prince MenzikofF, who, like 
herself, was a striking instance of the caprice off 
fortune. When a boy he cried pastry about the 
•fltceets, and having obtained information of a 
-conspisacy that was- formed against the czar, he 
made known his intelligence to Peter the Great, 
^who took him to court, where the young 
pie-seller proved himself fit for various em- 
^ploynu:nts, and rose fmm one grade to an- 
other till he attained that of general, all the 
While enjoying the confidence and friendship 
of his imperial master. It was at his house that 
Peter I.. saw Catharine, who recollected her for- 
.jner attachment to Men^ikofP; and' intrusted him 
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vith ^e chief ma&agement in the giwrdianriilp 
of her succesaor. She had even mentiofied in 
her will thai she wished Peter IL to espouse the 
daughter of MenzikoiF. The ycmng 'princet 
however, instead of foik>wing t|ie advice of th^ 
late empress, gave ear to the suggeifidons of that 
minister's enemies, despQiled him of all his pm- 
perty, and banished him with his whoJ|e family^ 
to the remote extr^nity of Sihena. 

Peter II* was exlremely beloved Uy his peoploi. 
Russia has since termed his reign its hap{uetf 
period during a hundred years. No war des- 
troyed the popubUoD, and wasted the mooc^ 
|>f the .empires* &very one peaceably and se- 
jcurely enjoyed- what belonged to him* After 
his accession U> the throne, he wrote to his sis- 
ter, that '* God having called him to the govem- 
'^ inent of so extensive an empire, he w<Kdd ear 
^ deavour to perform his duty by ruling his 
^ people in righteousness and in the fear of thf 
<* Almighty, by hearkening to the complaints of 
*< the poor and the oppressed, and, imitating t)^ 
^ laudable example of Vespaijan, who vou^ 
^ suffer no man to go sprrowful away." Whal 
liappiness would have redounded to Russia, hfl4 
^his emperor always thought and acted in this 
manner, and i^ined an extreme cdd age i Po- 
ter, however, sickened of * the smaU-pox, of 
which he died at the age of fifteen. On 1^ 
death the male race of the family of Romaoow 
l>ecame extinct^ and with him peiished the hf^ 
4ot the nation* 
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CHAP. V. 



JP'rom the Extincti<m qf tlie MaUe Race of the Fa* 
ndhf of Romanowy to the Commencement tf the 
tdneteenth Century. 

ON the decease of Peter II. the coun-.. ^ j^ 
cil, the senate, the general officers, ^^^qI • 
and other persons of distinction, assem- 
bled in order to appoint a successor to the throiie» 
and took no notice of the bill of the late empi-es« 
Catharine. There remained three daughters of 
the emperor John, Peter's elder brother: Cat 
tbarine Iwapowna, married to the duktr of Meck« 
lenburgh ; Anne Iwanowna, relict of tlie duk^ 
of Courland, and Elizabeth who lived at Peters* 
burgh unmarried* From these princesses the 
council resolved to elect a sovereign, and the 
choice fell on Anne Iwanowna, who was at li- 
berty to contract a new marriage with some great 
man of the country, and mijjjht produce a native 
Russian heir to the throne. The nobles, however, 
designed to change the form of govern ment| 
which had been hitherto arbitrary and despotic^ 
to diminish the authority of the sovereign, an4 
convert the Russian monarchy into an aristo- 
cracy. Anne was accordingly informed of her 
being elected to the sovereignty, and of the ca- 
*pitulation annexed, by which she became merely 
the executrix of the resolutions of the council. 
But she did not hesitate to sign the instrument, 
and was therefore immediately declared empress 
of Russia, . 
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Anne, howeyer, had not been long seated oft 
the throne, before other noble families, who 
constituted no part of the council, took unibnijg^ 
at the capitulation, which they considered as m- 

i'urious to the interest and welfare ot the people 
n general. The empress was therefore re* 
quested to govern in the some manner. pB her 
predecessors, and to unite *the coonci) Utid the 
eenate. Anne was very ready to acquiesce in 
Ihis petition, which promised to free her fit>ii| 
superior controir She therefore convened the 
council, and having read the capitulation, tore It 
jin pieces, tind declared, that she ascended the 
Ihrone of her ancestors in virtue of her heredi* 
tary right, and not by the electtpn of the no* 
Wes- 

Peter the Great had extended the confines x)f 
the empire on the^^ide of Persia. Anne opened 
a negociation with the Shah, Mid promised to 
restore to him ^e conquered countries, provided 
lie woujd fevour and promote the commerce widi 
. jy Jlussia. Accordingly, the empress made 
1735. ^ formal surrender of all her Persian pos- 
sessions, and the Russian merchants ob- 
tained very considerabte privileges in the terri- 
tories of Persia. Anne soon after united her 
forces to those of Austria^ and attacked^ the ter^ 
ritories of the Porte ; but the Russians, though 
every where vi<4orious, after conquering: Mol- 
davia, Asoph on the Palus Moeotis, and Ocza- 
kow 6n the Euxine, were glad to purchase peace 
by 'restoring the captured places. The war, 
however, recommenced, and the Rus^n troops, 
^nder the command of marshal Munich, com- 
pletely routed the Turks near Stavutshaw, took 
4lhe ipr tress of &hot^im) jcrossed the JPmth> made 
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davia, and compelled the whole of that province 
to submit to the empress. But Austria having 
signed a treaty of pacification with the Porte 9t 
Belgrade, Russia was also obliged to conclude a 
peace. After sacrificing^ therefore^ a great 
number of xneni and expending vast sums of 
money, a few commercial advantages were aU 
the gain that accrued from these successive years 
•f murderous and desolating war* 

Anne is said to have been strongly addicted 
to gallantry. Her principal fovourite was Ernest 
lohn Biron, the grand -son of an hostler, and a 
native of Courland: his &ther, risen from the 
lowest station in the stable to the post of chief 
huntsman, had three sons, to whom he gave a 
good education. Ernest, who Was the eldest^ 
, advanced himself at court, and aimed at digni- 
ties ; but his origin being too notorious, he wa^ 
rejected by the nobles, with whom he had en- 
deavoured to contract an alliance* Anne made 
him her chamberlain, and he became her prin- 
cipal £ftvourite, and was created a Russian count. 
He was afterwards elected duke of Courlandj 
and had that dignity made perpetual in his fa- 
mily. Biron possessed an absolute influence in 
the government of the Russian empire during the 
reign of Ainne, who prosecuted the Turkish war 
chiefly at his instigation. The administration 
was conducted with firmness, but marked with 
Idood, under a princess who was naturally mild 
and inimical to acts of violence. But the favour^ 
Ite extorted her consent to persecutions carried 
on against the nobles, many of whom were pr^ 
scribed and brought to the scaffolds Anne suc- 
cessiidly executed many projects intended hy 
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Peter the Great. She died at Petersburgh, after 
a reign often years, A. D. 1740. 

Previously to her death, the late empress had 
declared her niece, Anne of Mecklenburg, grand- 
duchess, and her niece's son emperor. She was 
the daughter of that eldest sister, who had been 
deprived of the throne of Russia, to make room 
for the elevation of Anne. The princess of 
Mecklenburg had married prince Anthony Ul- 
ric of Brunswick, to whom she had borne a son 
Teamed Iwan, who soon after his birth was de* 
Glared by the late empress successor to the 
throne. This arrangement had been suggested 
by Biron, who had procured himself to be no- 
minated in her will as regent of the empire, and 
giiaidian of the young prince, during his mino- 
rity. The grand-duchess, Anne, thanked Biron 
for taking upon himself the weighty cares of the 
government ; but the conduct of the regent oc- 
casioned great discontents throughout the em- 
pire, and duke Ulric perceived that it would be 
no difficult matter to deprive him of his autho 
rity. Accordingly, Biron enjoyed his elevated 
situation only twenty-two days. With his con- 
sort, his family, and his friends, he was taken 
into custody during the night, and the next 
morning the princess Anne received the homage 
of the people as grand-duchess of Russia, and 
guardian of her son, the infant emperpr. Biron 
was afterwards bixjught to a trial, condemned^ 
and exiled to Siberia. 

The princess Anne is said to have been ex- 
tremely indolent, and wholly engrossed by vo- 
luptuous enjoyments. She reposed entire confi- 
dence in a letnale favourite, named Julia Meng^- 
den, who acquired and preserved it by a subser- 
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yienqTi which has heen the subject of much cen- 
sure. Count Linar, the Polish envoy, had a fa« 
miliar access to the princess, and the favourite 
jnarried the count, In order to afford him an op- 
portunity of entering the palace without suspi- 
cion. The public, however, were not to be de- 
ceived by this stratagem, as it was known tiiat 
the grand-duchess, an enemy to all restraint, 
used to indulge her appetite whenever she 
thought proper, without regard to places or cir- 
cumstances. The same heedless indifference 
rendered her utterly inattenli\e to the cabals, 
which were formed around her, and of which she 
received sufficient information. 

The emi>eror Iwan was a very- remote de- 
scendant of the house of Romanow, and he 
seemed rather of German than Russian extrac- 
tion*. The inconsistent behaviour of the re- 
gent, her contempt of the Russian customs, and 
the exorbitant favours she heaped on her ad- 
herent^, who were chiefly foreigners, alienated, 
the affections of the people. A new candidate, 
therefore, appeared for the crown. This aspi- 
rant was no other than the princess Elizabeth, 
daughter of Peter the Great, and aunt to the 
grand-duchess Anne. On the death of Peter II. 
she might perhaps have obtained possession of 
the sceptre of her father, had she made any at- 
tempt ; but during iht reigns of Catharine and 
Anne' she lived in obscurity, and was revered 
and estoemed for her prudence. It is probable, 
that the project for ascending the throne of Rus- 
sia first occurred to Elizabeth on the <lemise of 
the late empress. 

* Of ail his relations, only his great grandfether was^ 
descended from the house of Romanow, 
Vol. XXII. K 
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Accordingly, having concerted measures iv^ 
her physician and favourite, Elizabeth repalrtfrf 
to the guards, whom she harangued, and, hott- 
ing the cross in her hand, informed them, th«t 
•as the daughter of Peter the Great, Whose' ac- 
tions had rendered him immortal, she had rtfp 
solved to wield the sceptre of her illustrious &• 
ther. .The soldiers, who were easily gained tp 
her purpose, proceeded with her party to the 
palace inhabited by the emperor and his jxirent^ 
The duke and his spouse were dragged out af 
their beds, and conveyed to prison, where they 
were strongly guarded. I wan, the innocent and 
unconscious boy, who, with no ambition to flat- 
ter, had been raised to the imperial purple, was 
wfthbut consternation dethroned; and, duriiig 
this transaction, which doomed hini to a life of 
misery, was sleeping quietly in his cradle. Thte 
ducal pair were imprisoned i| a fortress, in 
which they terminated their calamitous career. 
The unfortunate Iwan was removed from his pa- 
tents, and shut up in a monastery at Oranietl-^ 
burg, where his mental powers were left totally 
unemployed; and he was isecluded from all so- 
ciety- A monk, however, endeavoured to ctArij 
off the dethroned emperor ; but the^attempt was 
attended witli ruin to himself, and additional 
horror to the doleful situation of Iwan, who wtfs 
immured in a dungeon in the castle of Schlus- * 
senburg. In this subterranean vault, wlfere the 
sun never shed its beams, he seemed to be lite- 
l^Ily buried alive, and passed his time in total 
inaction by the gloomy light of a lamp. He 
seldom knew whether it was day or night ; the 
soldiers, who guarded him, were ibrbidden to 
discourse with him ; ai)d he could scarcely ever 
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^b^da permission to behold for a moment the 

cheering light of heaven. 

^^ jy^ Elizabeth, having thus obtained pos- 

1741.' session of the throne of Rihsia, bent her 

tho^hts to the government of the em* 

pire^ Under the late regency, the king of 

Sweden had commenced hostilities against th9 

Russ^iSi in order to regain possession of Fin- 

bnd, Vybur^, and the. other provinces ceded 

te the treaty x)f Nystadt. The new empress 

^nti^ued the war with vigour, and the Swedish 

9rmy beings surrounded near Helsingfors, and 

depriared of. all rheans of forcing a passage 

through the Russian tropps, was obUged to ca{d« 

^uUite to the enemy. At length the two ^ j^^ 

lotions concl^uded a treaty of peace, by 1743/ 

which Russia restored t<r Sw^eden the 

l^i^eater part of Finland, on coijiditaon that the 

bishop of Lujbeck should be appointed successor 

|o thi^ vacant throne of Uiat kingd,om« Thus 

Elizabe^th, in the first years of her reigim en- 

bfged th^ boi^ders of the empire. She after- 

:i|Kard& sent troops into Germany to the assistance 

if MAvwi Ther«»a9 by which iMcans thg peace o{ 

Ai^-l^-Chap^Ue wa^ concluded. 

A, passage in the w^-itic^^ of the king of 
Prussia havii^ given uofkbrag^ to the empi*ess» 
f;ii^ tl^it monarch having also made some re- 
ms^ks op Elizabeth's manner of life, she became 
the ptt^sonal enemy of Frederick, who was sus« 
pectea pf aiming to get possession of Polish* 
Prussia and Courland. Rus&ia and Aus- ^^ p^ 
tria agreed not only to resist all farther 1753,' 
augmentation of the Prussian power, but 
likewise to use their efforts for reducing it. 
{jC^cierick} 'being informed of this combination^ 
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determined resolutely to meet his foes, and to 
anticipate their meditated attack. Ac- . j^ 
cordingly, that monarch having invaded 1756.' 
SaMony, Elizabeth took a very active 
part in the wonderful contest of seven years, 
which was commenced in behalf of Maria The- 
resa, and would have been more sensibly, and 
perhaps, fatally felt by Frederick, had not the 
grand-duke, whom the empress had appointed 
her successor, bee^ the friend of the king of 
Prussia. Elizabeth's orders, which tended to 
the ruin of Frederick, were not so punctually per- 
formed as they ought to have been ; and manjr, 
who were employed in military affairs, were 
afraid of injuring the Prussian monarch, that 
they might gain the approbation of their future 
sovei'tign, and acted in conformity with the se- 
cret instructions of the grand-duke, without re- 
garding the commands of the empress, 

Elizabeth tarnished her reign by the institu- 
tion of a political court of inquisition, under the 
name of a. secret state-chancery, which was em- 
powered to examine into, and punish all expres- 
sions of displeasure with the measures of govern- 
ment. This introduced the vilest practices : the 
lowest and most profligate of the people were 
employed as spies and informers, who were paid 
for their denunciations and calumnies, and for 
aspersing the most virtuous characters. The 
prisons were frequently insufficient to edntain 
the number of those who were accused of a 
want of respect for the government. 

Elizabeth is reported to have in^ulfred, parti- 
cularly for a few yej\rs preceding her death, in 
the most unbounded intemperarcL and sensu- 
ality. She also eviuced great apprehensions and 
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alarms, lest she should suffer a fate timilar.to 
that of Anne, and is said to have cursed the 
memory of those who fii*st tonceived the design 
of dethroning princes. She continued, how- 
ever, in the undisturbed and tranquil enjoy- 
.ment, of her exalted station, and departed this 
life after a reign of <wenty-one years. 
- ^ jy On the death of Elizabeth, Charles 

• 1762.' Peter Ulric, only son of the duke of 
Holstein, and wIk> assumed the title of 
Peter III. peaceably ascended the throne of 
fiqsaia as the /leclared successor of the late em- 
f^resB. He was grandsoo to Peter the Great and 
Catharine I. whose eldest daughter, the princess 
Anne, had married his fatlier Charles Frederick. 
If, in ascending the throne of his ancestors, 
Peter III. met with no opposition, his elevation 
was beheld wjth a passive acquiescence, rather 
than with cheerful jtttachment : the public was 
distnistfVil, the couit reservoid, and in his own 
£unily all was cold. The Russians were averse 
to foreign, masters, and the emperor was a native 
of HoUtein, and had not long been resident in 
Russia, to the manners of which he was ob- 
noxious. His heart was in Hoistein, and the 
Germans possessed his confidence : to the con- 
cerns of the empire, from which he had been 
Kept aloof by his predecessor, he was cold and 
repugnant. He had disapproved of the partici^. 
patioa of Russia in the war against Prussia ; he 
Was suspected of a design or new modellizig the 
nation ; of using its force for the aggrandize-, 
tnent c^ Hoistein ; of dividing himself from his 
family, and securing his inheritance to a paternal 
IXilation. 

"Vy^hilst grand-duke of Russia) the. empress 
J^3 
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EHzabeth had given him for a W|fe Sophia- Au- 
gusta princess of Anhalt-Zerbst, who, at her 
initiation in the Greek religrion, and at the ce- 
remony of her coronation, assumed the name of 
Catharine, was declared grand-duchess of Hus« 
sia ; and it was settled that she should succeed, 
to the throne, if she survived her husband* 
Great was the contrast which this pair exhibited i 
the one united grace with majesty in her phy- 
' siognomy and deportment j whitst the other was 
ugly and ridiculous in every respect* The 
grand-duke affected the Prussian habiliments, of 
which he carried the forms to excess. An enor- 
mous hat, whimsically cocked* covered his iittley 
sneering, ill-featured face. He was not, how* 
ever, deficient in genius ; but he was void of 
judgment, and " loved what was great, but 
*< loved it with littleness." Frederick III. king^ 
of Prussia, was his hero, or rather his divinity;- 
and he was seen to fall on his knees before the . 
portrait of that monarch, exclaiming, " My. 
" brother! together we will conquer the uni-^ 
" verse I* 

Several years had elapsed, during which con- 
jugal tenderness, ill-cultivated, had produced - 
no fruit ; and Catharine weary of the barren ca- 
resses of her husband, procured for herself the . 
gratification of becoming a mother by an in- 
trigue with a young nobleman of her court,. 
whose name was Soltikoif. Elizabeth, bein^ 
informed of their <?riminal intercourse, appoint- 
ed SoltikofF, under the title of envoy-extraor- 
dinary, to repair to Stockholm, and notify to 
the king of Sweden the birth of Paul Petrowitz, 
of whom the grand-duchess had been recently 
delivered. Catharine^ feeling for her separa- 
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lion from the object of her choice, prepartd to 
exert, with the empress, her talents and interest 
m favour of her exiled lover* But finduig: her 
efforts vain and uselesS) she provkled herself 
'With another paramour, Stanislaus Poniatowski) 
a Polish nobleman, whom the British ambassa- 
dor to Russia had introduced, and who was af- 
terwards raised to the throne of Poland. The 
S^nd-duchess being pleased with him at a se« 
C|ret interview, to which lie repaired in disguise^ 
it was agreed, that, for the purpose of guarding 
against unf reseen accidents, and of securing him 
from personal danger by the privilege of invioia- 
btlity derived from the law of nations, Ponialowski 
should go back to Poland, and return vested with 
the dignity of an ambassador* 

This precaution was not useless, for being 
surprised by the grand-duke himself in the very 
4ict of furtively entering the chamber o^Catha* 
rinc, the privileges of his public character saved 
Idm from the first emotions of fury ; and Peter 
ikuffered Poniatowski to escape, and contented 
himself with obtaining his recal to Poland. 1 hia 
Was a heart- felt stroke to Catharine, who endea- 
voured, but in vain, to obtain a revocation of the 
doom, by which her paramour was to be torn 
. fihom her* However indulgent Elizabeth might 
be to her own weaknesses, she would not ven- 
ture to leirve in her family a germ of discord, 
which might be productive of disastrous conse- 
quences^ 

* The grand;duchess now lived at court as in a 
desert, and had no visible connexions, except 
with young women, who, like herself, had been 
icnamoured of Polish genticmen. During, tins 
^riodr&he laiil the foundations of her subset 
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quent g^reatness. Then it was, that she secured 
for herself friends against the hour of need ; that 
all the n\en of importance were persuaded 9 by 
the secret connexions which she formed with 
them, that thej would become still more impon- 
tant^ if she obtaifted possession of the govern* 
ment ; that, while under the cloak of a great but 
unfortunate passion, she enjoyed some consolato- 
ry private adventures^ several of them were fuUy 
authorized to suppose that they should fill the 
rank of favourites at her court.- ' 

Such was the situation of Catharine, when 
. the empress Elizabeth died, and the grand- 
duke assumed the imperial sceptre. In the pro- 
clamation which announced this event to the em- 
pire, Peter made no mention of Catharine or 
her son, an oniission that to some appeared to 
|>resage the overthrow of the lineal succession j 
neither was there any preparation for the coro* 
nation at Moscow; a solemnity rendered, by 
its usage and antiquity, highly impressive to the ' 
Russians. Some of the first measures of the em- 
peror, however, were popular and auspicious: 
to the Russian nobility and gentry he gave free- 
dom ; he recalled the state-prisoners, with which 
Jealousy and despotism had peopled Siberia ; ha 
abolished the inquisition, that dreadful tribunali 
the insult of reason, and the scourge of huma- 
nity ; he exercised his kindness on all who ha4 
heen attached to Elizabeth ; and he forgave his 
enemies, and continued in their post every great 
officer of state. In a word, reflection succeed- 
ed to passion ; to fury and violence, gentleness 
and humanity ; and as if enlightened by thfs 
importance of his station, he showed himself in 
an inst^t patient, rational) and just. The ai!t 
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ministration of justice, the forms of jurispru- 
'^cnce, comnnerce, the sciences and arts, became 
fcltemately the objects of royal attention ;' Peter 
▼isited the colleges, assisted at their delibera^ 
tions, and animated them by encouragement and 
reward. He gave audience to every one, re* 
ceived the petitions of the people, administered 
persona] justice, and laboured to obtain the con- 
fidence of the nation^ and to conquer their pre- 
judices. 

But unfortunately the czar was deficient in 
the strength and firmness of character, indis- 
pensable to the ruler of a great nation, and 
mingled with his best plans, and most popular 
measures, frivolous appendages, or-a pernicious 
'weakness. By waging war against the church, 
and diminishing its vast possessions, he irritated) 
in a superstitious and barbarous nation, a powers 
lul and formidable race of men. Suspected of 
Lutheranism, his retrenchment of the privileges 
of the church, however exorbitant, was constru- 
ed into contempt for the established religion* 
His preference of the German soldiers disgusted 
the Russian troops ; he disbanded the noble 
guards by whom Elizabeth had been seated on 
-the throne; and deprived the horse-guards of 
their office, substituting Holsteiners in their 
place. The introduction of the Prussian exer- 
cise, which was yet to be learned, could not fail 
to displease the army. To these the czar added 
bther causes of military disgust, by which the 
troops were angered and alienated. 
'- Soon after his accession to the throne, Peter 
concluded a separate peace with the^ court of 
Berlin, and declared himself the friend and ally 
of the^ king^of Prussia^ vrhoxn he-order^^d hvk 
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tnx>pt to join) and to act under tha^> mooafcb^ 

immediate orders* Anotlier circumstance a}80» 
by which he incurred the displeasure of hi« 
people, M^as his projected campaign i^aiQst the 
Danesi from whom be determined to wrest tbn 
territory of Sle&wicky which Denmark h9A eiH 
tirely appropriated, and which forn^i^rly b^ 
longed to the dujtchy of Hoktein* ^ I will ge^ 
(( poasessiop," said he, ^ of the herits^ of mjr 
^ fathers ; it is of more value to me than, half of 
*^ the Russian empire*'' 

In the mean time, it was 9aid that th«» emr 
peror entertained the design of declaring pctnc^ 
Iwan his successcx*, whom he bad cai^ed to b^ 
brought t9 a fortress not fai? distant fron^ Feten^ 
burgh, where he had visited bim : that hie vkm 
inclined to disown th« young grand-^ukc^) Ps^ 
Petrowit;E,, as his son ; a^d tb^t be intendod tq 
immure Catharime for life in an edi^pe, wbkb 
he had given orders to be erected,, ai^d to, sub- 
stitute in her place hia mistress, the qouiiteas of 
Woront^off. €athai>iQe was ioiSbrmed of her 
liusband's designs against her, and me^italed tbt 
dethronement of Peter. Seated on the tbrcgiQi 
she became the iQvisibIe> but p^werftd, princi* 
pal of the Actions formed ^gain^t th/e c^ar^ 
Since the dismission of Poniatowski, she had 
carried on a criminal' intercourse with Gregory 
OHoff, who became an activQ and ziealous .m/enoLt 
ber of the conspiracy, and .by whose meansf hL» 
brothers, several officers, and some companies 
of the guards, were, without undei^tanding th» 
extent of the project** won over to give it their 
support. The licentiousness of Catharine, ho<r» 
ever odious and insatiable, wa^ not confined to 
OrlofT^ but sbe knew ho\K tp distinguish ttaleaU 
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pl^s. To the conspiracy of Bestucheff, support- 
id by his nephev the prince of Wolskonsky, uniU 
ed with coQnt Panin, another was added, of which 
the princess Dashkoff, a girl only of eighteen 
years of age, was the most active and spirited 
member. Of these Actions, who acted in unison^ 
though ^thout the cognisance of each other^ Ca« 
tiiarine was the animating spirit. 

It was at first intended to declare Peter to 
• have foifeited the crown by his absence, when 
•he had joined his army and marched against the 
•Danes ; but this plan being attended with diffi* 
enlties, and one of the conspirators having been 
arrested, they suddenly adopted a different reso- 
toion, and appointed the ninth of July as 
the day for carrymg their design into ex- ^»^* 
^bution. Catharine, ignorant of what had * 

Iseen determined by her friends, and lulled in a 
profound sleep, found herself roKsed at two in the 
•morning by a sofdier who was a stranger, and 
who stood by her bedside: "Your Majesty," 
scud he, ^* has not a moment to lose ; arise, get 
" ready, and follow me." Having thus spoken^ 
he instantly disappeared ; apd the empress, as* 
tonished and terrified, • called her fkvourite wo- 
man. Having dressed and disguised themselves 
so as to be unknown to the sentinels, the soldier 
returned, and led them to a carriage which waited 
ioT them. 

Orloff, the favourite, came to tneet her at 
Borne distance from Pctersburgh, and crying out 
** Every thing is ready," went on before her. 
Catharine, nearly exhausted by anxiety and fa- 
tigue, yet cotnmanding herself enough to as- 
sume a sedate and tranquil air, reaclfid the cHy 
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at seven in the morning. On her arrival at'tli^ 
barracks, thirty soldiers, half-dressed, ran out tx> . 
receive th6 empress with shouts of joy. Alarm- 
ed at the smallness of their number, she hesitat- 
ed for a moment, and at length assured them, ia. 
a tremulous voice, "That her death, togeth«* 
*< with that of her son, had been decreed by the 
" czar that very night ; that flight had been he** 
*' only means of escape ; and that her confidence 
'* in their attachment had induced her to solicit 
** their assistance, and to put herself into their 
*< hands!" Her auditors trembled with indig- 
nation, and swore to die in her defence. A cru- 
cifix was fetched, on which she administered to 
the soldiers the oath of allegiance ;' and, before 
eleven in the morning, saw herself surround- 
ed by above two thousand troops, who loudly 
shouted, " Long live the empress Catharine !" 
She then repaired to the church of Kasan, where 
the archbishop of Novogorod placed on her head . 
the imperial crown, and, in a loud voice, pro- 
claimed her under the name of Catharine it. 
sovereign of all the Russias ; declaring at the 
same time the young grand-duke, Paul Petix>«- 
witz,'to be her successor. A Te Deum was then 
chanted ; and the empress having proceeded to 
the palace, administered to the people the oath of 
allegiance. 

A rumour was on a sudden spread through the 
multitude, that Peter III. was no more, and that 
the procession, with his body, was then passujg. 
Several soldiers, covered with long black cloaks, 
and bearing torches in tfeeir hands, appeared on 
each side of a coffin, over which hung a pall, 
preceded by priests, who chanted litanies as the 
procesiicnj moved forward, while the crowd fell 
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hack respectfully on either side* This mock 
tragedy was a stratagem of the conspirators for 
deceiving the people and appalling the friends 
of the czar. 

. Catharitie arrayed herself in the uniform of 
the guards, decorated with the insignia of the 
prder of St. Andrew, and mounted on horse* 
back rode through the ranks of the soldiers^ ac- 
companied by the princess Dashkoff, who was 
similarly apparelled. Before the close of the 
day 9 she ivas in possession of fifteen thousand 
choice troops : the city was in a state of defencci 
order prevailed, and no blood had been shed. 
The soldiers supplied with beer and bi^ndy, ex- 
pressed their satisfaction in the presence of their 
sovereign, by reiterated shouts and other marks 
of vociferous joy, and commenced their march 
against the czar. 

Peter, who had for some time resided at his 
(avourite seat, the imperial country palace of 
Oranienbaum, set out on the tenth of July, with 
his sportive train for Peterhoff, where he in- 
tended to pass some days in pleasurable enjoy« 
xnents, previously to his departure for the ai*my. 
On the journey thither, he received an express 
from Peterhoff, which informed him that the 
empress had disappeared from t^hence. He ne- 
vertheless proceeded to the country seat, where 
a messenger, who had escaped from Peters- 
l)urgh, in spite of the precautions used to pre- 
vent all egress, gave him some imperfect intelli- 
gence of the revolution. Others successively 
arrived, who confirmed the report ; and soon 
the czar was assured, that the empress was 
marching against him at the head of an arnjy. 
Immediately consternation pervaded his whole 
Vol. XXII. L 
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tompany. Ttie emperor, perplexed and cltt-* 
founded, ordered, countermanded, asked advke^ 
adopted, and again rejected it. 

The plan suggested by general Munich seemed 
the best suited to the czar's present circumstances* 
** Instantly proceed," said that venerable officer^ 
*^ to obtain possession of the division of the fleec 
** stationed at Cronstadt, which will carry you to 
•* Revel, and from thence to Holatein, where your 
" army awaits you, with which you may return 
** to combat your rebellious wife." After ^ome 
time wasted in discussion, Peter approved this 
advice, embarked his whole suit on board two 
yachts, sailed dowh the river, and appeared be- 
fore Cronstadt.^ He was, however, too late 2 the 
garrison, who had been gained over by an erai»» 
sary that had used greater speed than the :czai> 
refused to admit him^ and compelled him to re* 
tire. Munich again advised him to proceed to 
Revel': but the company with one accord cried 
but, that they had not a sufficient number of 
rowers. " Well, then," said the brave gene- 
ral, " we will all row with them." 

The timid or treacherous court still shrunk) 
and joined to assure the czar, that he bad mag- 
nified the danger ; that Catharine was only de* 
sirous of coming to an accommodation ; and that 
to negociate would be safer than to resist. Fctet 
yielded to remonstrances which flattered hid 
imbecility, and ordered the pilot to steer fo* 
Oranienbaum. From thence he wrote to th* 
empress, and, in a letter full of humiliation and 
abasement, assUred her, that he would resign) 
undisputed, the imperial crown ; and that he 
aske^ only a pension, and libeity to retire to 
Holstein* To this address no answer was vouch* 
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Mfed ( and Peter, convinced that he had no re* 
fource remaining, set out with his mistress and 
a!d-de*camp to^ meet Catharine at the castle of 
Peterhoff. 

The czBT vaioly expected to move) by sub* 
mission) th« heart of a woman, who was utterly 
de¥oid of pity or compassion. As the carriage 
passed throug^h the army, the reiterated cry of 
^ Long live Catharine i" completely sunk his 
deapondtog spirits. On his arrival at the castle, 
Ihe few courtiers who had followed him were 
{Wished aside, and his mistress was carried off* 
The unhappy Peter, led up the grand staircase, 
was commanded to undress himself. He took off 
bis coat, threw down his sword, divested him* 
^If of the badges of his dignity, and remained 
ID his shirt exposed to the mockery of the soL> 
diera* An old njoroing gown being, at length, 
thrown over him, he was shut up in a room of 
the palace, when count Panin visited the fallen 
Vionarch^ and, by means of promises calculated 
io ensnare the credulous prince, seduced him to 
write and sign the ibllowing declaration : 

" During the short space of ray absolute reign 
'^ over the empire of Russia, I became sensible 
•** of my iecapactty to sustain so heavy a bur- 
^ then9 smd of the disproportion of my abilities 
** to the task of governing a great empire, ei- 
^ ther as its sovereign, or in any other capacity. 
^ I foresaw also the troubles that must thence 
^ have arisen; troubles that would have been 
^ fbllowed by the ruin of the eitipire, and by 
^ my own eternal disgrace. Having seriously 
** reflected on these things, I declare, without 
** constraint, that I renponce for ever the go- 
^ v^rnment of the said empire, in which I de- 



,y Google 



112 RUSSIA, 

" sire not hereafter ever to reign, either <ras an 
** absolute sovereign, or under any other form 
" or title whatsoever ; that I have no wish to 
" aspire thereto, or to employ any means, of 
" any kind, for such a purpose. As a pledge 
" of which, I swear sincerely before God and 
'' all the world, to this present i:enuDciation9 
<' written and signed this S9th of June, O. ^. 
« 17 62 J' 

After this transaction, the unfortunate czar 
was removed to Ropscha, a castle six leagues 
distant fmm Petersburgh. On the seventh dajr 
after his arrival, Alexius Orloff, with an ofiicer 
named Teploff, brought him news of his speedy 
deliverance, and asked permission to dine with 
' him. Wine glasses and brandy were, accord- 
ing to custom, brought before the dinner ; and 
while the officer amused the czar with conver- 
sation, his companion infused into the glass de« 
signed for Peter a poisonous mixture* He swal- 
lowed the potion ; but feeling the most severe 
pangs, he refused a second glass which was of- 
fered hira# Orloff threw him on the groimdy 
and kneeling on his breast, grasped his tbroat« 
At that Instant prince Baratinsky entered the 
room. The dying monarch, with the streng^th 
of desperation, struggled with the monster who 
l>eld him down, when a napkin, thrown round 
his neck by the assistant ruffians, terminated, 
by suffocation, both his resistance and bis life*. 
Orloff returned immediately to Petersburgh, and 
repaired to the palace, where the empress beings 

* This happened on the 17th of July, exactly one week 
after the revolution : so true is the remark, that between 
the imprisonment and death of princes the passage is short. 
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It tMCf he presented himself with Iiis hair loose 
aod h^ dress discomposed, and beckoned to her* 
She v^nt with him into a closet, staid there a mo- 
ment, and returned coolly to table. The next 
day, the death of Peter beings announced as the 
consequence of a " hsemorrhoidal cholic," the 
tender-heart^ Catharine rose from her seat, her 
tj'es suffused vith tears, and, dismissing the 
courtiers, retired to her apartment, in which she 
sechided herself for several days. 

The body of the late czar, whose fate cannot 
be contemplated without the sincerest commtse- 
mtion, was brought to Peten»burgh, and for 
three days exposed in an open coffin, dressed 
in the Holstein uniform* His face had become 
black ; his' neck exhibited marks of violence^ 
and extravasated blood .oozed tlirough the epi- 
dermis. 0# the supposition that these circum- 
stances had been foreseen by the conspiralorSf 
^ey wei^ considered as less dangerous than any 
remaining doubts respecting the reality of Peter's 
death. 

The princess DashkofiT had given the nobles 
reason to hope, and she herself indeed ima- 
gined, that Catharinei on ascending the throne, 
would establish a senate or council, which 
should set bounds to her authority; and some 
wer^ persuaded, that she woukl only assume the 
oflke of regent. Orloff, however, would not 
fwffcr any limitations of the power of his sove- 
reign, and explained himself in an imperious 
t«ne, which no person dared to contradict. The 
princess f who had acted so conspicuous a part 
in the revolution, and whose sentiments were 
entirely republican, expressed her dissatisfac* 
lion at tlib conduct] and censured the empress> 
L2 
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inttmacf with Orloff, which, to her g^reat asttK* 
oishmeDt, she discovered from some famiKaritie^ 
that passed between them* These observ^ons 
were not well received by Catharine, who treated' 
her with indifference and neglect, which induc^lhd 
the princess to retire from court. - * 

She loaded Orloff and his brothers with richeti 
and honours, and dignified them with the title' 
of counts. When the former ceased to be the- 
favourite of the woman, he was continued as 
the minister of the empress* Having, 'however^ 
aimed at the honour of publicly receiving the 
hand of Catharine, his pretensions were dis*^ 
dainfully rejected, and he received orders to 
travel, together with a grant of one hundred 
thousand rubles in ready money, a pension of 
fifty thousand, a magnificent service of plate» 
and an estate containing six thousaifd peasants* - 
On the death of Augustus IIL king of 
^*^P' Poland, Catharine, who bad sigaad s 
' ' treaty of alliance with Pn^sia, made 
choice of Stanislaus Poniatowski, her former pa<< 
raniour, to fill the vacant thrwie. Universal 
discontent pervaded the Polish nation ; but mur- 
murs and resistance, opposed to the Russian 
arms, were equally vain and useless* The spt« 
lit of Poland, however, struggled against th* 
power of Russia; and an action took place in 
which the Russians were victorious ; and Catha* 
rine finally succeeded in placing her ^vourite on 
the throne. 

During the empress's absence at Riga, a con- 
spiracy wsui formed in favour of prince IwaOf 
at the head of which was one Mirowkz, who 
was second lieutenant in the regiment which 
guarded that unfortunate captire* The opnspi^ 
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tators, during the night, attacked the prison, in 
which Iwan was confined ; but being fired upon 
by the sentinels, they were com{)eUed to retire. 
The followers of Mirowitz^ surprised at this 
tmexpected resistance, seemed inclined to desist 
from their enterprise, when their leader drew 
from his pocket a forged decree of the senate, 
hy which Catharine was excluded from the 
throne, on the pretence of her journey to Livo* 
nia to espouse count Poniatowski ; and Iwan 
was, by the same instrument, recalled to the in« 
heritance of his' ancestors* Ignorant and cre- 
dalous, the soldiers gare implicit credit to this 
report^ and having brought from the ramparts a 
piece of artillery which they pointed at the 
eel), meditated another attack. The officers 
within, hearing the formidable preparations, 
and the orders given to storm the iMison, deter- 
mined to put Iwan to death, in conformity to a 
mandate they had received from the empress, 
who had enjoined such a measure, in case of in- 
surrection, and on the presumption that other 
. means were inadequate to the purpose of se- 
curing the public tranquillity. Iwan, there- 
fore, was barbarously put to death; and the 
Ueeding body being exposed to the assailants, 
Mirowitz, struck with horror, mournfully ex- 
Gkimcd, '^ I have missed my aim ; I have no- 
^ thing to do but to die ;" and, without at- 
tempting his escape, he immediately surrendered 
himself a prisoner. The manj^led remains of 
the unhappy prince were exposed to the public 
Tiew ; and the misfortunes and personal endow- 
ments of this victim of ambition excited the 
sympathy of the populace, who breathtd curses 
^ deep fiiot loud " against his inhumaa perseciiv 
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lors. On this tftnsaction, the pi^lte opinm 
seemed to he divided. It ap|>earcd singular and 
vonderful, that a private individual should ha* 
asard an enterprise so rash and so romantic^ that 
no one should suffer injury in the contest, thai 
the death of the object diould produce so inime« 
diate a calm, and that no inquiry should be made 
after accomplices* Mai^ believed that the whole 
affair had been previously concerted by the em-* 
press, who had retired from thecapkal during it« 
execution. 

The purposes for which Poniatowski had been 
raised to the throne of Pc^and^ began gradaally 
to unfold themselves* Conceiving herself se« 
cure iu the submission of the monarch whom she 
had created, she threw off all restraint, and 
openly avowed her pretensions. Having traced 
on a map a line of demarkation) by which a 
g^^eat part of the Polish territory had been as- 
signed to Russia* she insisted i in a tone of com^ 
mand, from which there seemed to be 410 appeal^ 
on the recognition of these limits, and the pro* 
priety of her claim* The king and republic 
were also required to conclude with Russia a. 
treaty of alliance, offensive and defensive, and* 
to allow the dissidents and catholics to enjoy 
equal rights* The- nobles became indignant at 
tliese demands. X^^ bishop of Kiow said, 
" That were his advice taken, they would have 
" the ki«g hanged, if there were still to be 
" found among the Poles men sufficiently chari* 
" table to do the nation that service." The 
Russian army, which had been gradually ad- 
vancing, at length surrounded and invested. 
Warsaw ; and the prelates and nobles, who had 
most furiously opposed the emancipation of tbo^* 
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dissidents, were seized and carried off to Sw 
beria* 

The confederates having made appli- * jv 
cation to the Ottoman Porte on behalf of nga." 
their country, the Russian ambassador ' - 
*as shut up in the prison of the Seven Tovew, 
var was declared, and hostilities wei% commenced 
against Russia* Hostilities raged on the fron- 
^ers of Turkey with alternate success ; but, at 
kngth, the advantage appeared manifestly on 
the side of the Russians. Catharine determined * 
to attack her enemies in the isles of Greece i 
and, accordingly, two squadrons of Russian 
men of war sailed from Revel and Archangel, 
aftd having crossed the north seas, passed the 
straits of Gibraltar, and displayed their victo- 
nous flag in the Archipelago. In the islands^ 
on Paros and Melos, and on the continent of an- 
cient Greece, Russians appeared : the Pylas of , 
Nestor, the celebrated Sparta, lyas conquered 
by barbarians, who besieged Corinth, and cap- 
tured Lemnos, with Mytelene. In Syria and in 
£gypt Russian armies 'Were beheld supporting 
the cmerprisiAg Ali Q^y against the Turks fof 
three years. 

y Though hopeless of retaining the Grecian 
islands, the empress resolved to rend them from 
}Vie Ottoman Porte, to be the patroness of liberty 
in Greece, and the foundress of anew republic. 
Between tJie Russians and Turks a terrible con- 
flict ensued, that terminated in the destruction 
of the Turkish fleet ; which, being linked togc» 
^^er, and blocked up in a narrow and slimy bay, 
bjcame a prey to the devouring flames. Thred 
Englishmen, whose names were Elphinstoni 
('reig, and Dugdalp, more particularly disUn^ 
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guisbed themaelves on this occaskm* Dtt^djilttv 

observing the position of the enemfy advancoA' 
with his fire-ships, and, in the face of a vig^or^ « 
ous fire, encouraging the Russians by but em^ . 
ample, himself Eutened the grapplings of a Armm; ' 
ship to a Turkish vessel*. This daring purpomm 
being efiected, he threw himself into the se%f 
his hair, &ce, and hands being scorched, aod^ 
8 warn back to the Russian squadron* The« riaia^ - . 
sun no longer disogverad the Turkish fleet* Xifto- 
Russian armament now commanded the Grecitto / 
seas ; and the incapacity of her geqerala onlp^ 
prevented Catharine from wresting Syria £UMi 
Egypt from the Ottoman Porte. 
^ jy Soon after this, a dreadful pekilenci^- 
Vf7U HLvajs^ed the interior of Russia, an^ a^*- 
length, appeared at Moscow, where tlia* 
ignorance of the physicians, and the supersd*^ 
tion of the people, united to augment its force* 
The populace perceiving every remedy fail, with 
Umd rage attacked the p'kysicians, whom.thejr 
pursued on every side, and coiQpelled to conces^ 
themselves* The dead 4ay without intermeot- 
itl the. sti^ets* where they had fallen or bcea 
thrown from the houses* Sunk in a deplorable 
ignorante, the populace contemned alike the re- 
^dations of tl^e governm^t^ and the medical 
prescriptions* These miseraMe wretches be- 
lieved that prayers to the pictures of the s£unta 
were the only method of cure* At length, bf 
the exertions of Gregory OHoff, whom Catha?> 
rine sent tQ Moscow lor that purpose, the plaguet 
which is supposed to have destroyed 133,399 
persons Tn the Russian empire^ entirely disa^ 
pi^ared. 



,y Google 



irtfssiA« 1 If 

Ahootthis period, tHe ditmembertnient otPo* 
land was effected by Russia, Austria, and Prus- 
sia, while the Russian armies continued with 
Vaiioiis Bttocetis to raTage the frontiere of Turkey* 
IXssatisfied with the waste of men and treasurci 
Catharine replied to the Russian general, who 
ftared to haeard an engagement on account of 
the number of the Turks, " The Romans in- 
** quired only where their eneifnies were, and 
^ not after their numbers." The advantages of 
the Russians, however, determined the Porte to 
sue for peaice, which was concluded between the 
two powers. Russia obtained the free naviga^ 
tiwi of \he Ottoman seas, and the passage of the 
Dandanelles, with the itidependence of the 
Crimea, another large tract of tenitory, and a 
sum of money for defraying the expenses of the 

Prince Henry of Prussia,, commissioned by 
his brother to confer with the empress on the af« 
fains of Poland, made a visit to Petersburgh ; 
«»id in a reply, respecting the obsucles which 
still opposed themselves in that country against 
the confederate powers, thus expressed himself: 
*-^*' Madam, there is one sure method of ob» 
** viating every difficulty 5 a method which, on 
" the account of Poniatowski, may perhaps be 
*^ displeasing to you. Nevertheless, you would 
^ do well to adopt the measure, since a compen* 
^ sation more valuable, than a tottering throne 
" may be offered to that monarch :•— the remain- 
" der of Poland' must be partitioned." The am- 
bition of Catharine was gratified by the 
idea, and the annihilation of that unfortu- ^;«?* 
nate country was determined- 
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. During tbe Amerkaa war, whcii Biigk»cfi 
Holland, France^ and Spain, tinged wiib bk»d 
the seas of the two hemisf^eres, the pride «>f 
Catharine was hurt by the English, who paud.mo 
respect to the vessels freighted in her pcirts^ said 
even sometimes stopped those that sailed i»idcr 
her flag* She became, tlverefore, determined 
jto protect the navigation of the north ; a «nc«i*> 
sure to which she was implored by- the moF^ 
chants of Hamburgh, Bremen, and Lubef:^^* 
She proposed to the courts of Copenhag^i and 
Stockholm, to equip each of them a squadroOf 
.which, combined with hers, shquld defend tbe ■ 
neutrality. This confederacy, to which Prussts^ 
Austria, and Portugal, acceded, was intended tB 
be wholly maritime, and confined to the p>ix>tec*- 
tion of commerce* 

Russia had experienced from her conquests 0a 
the frontiers of Turkey a rapid increase of ccrni- 
merce : her vessels passed the Dardanelles, pro- 
ceeded to Aleppo, and Smyrna, and tra^d in 
the ports of Italy. On the shores of the Nie- 
per, Catharine had laid the foundation of the 
city of Cason, which already counted within its 
walls forty thousand inhabitants, and from whose 
yards were launched vessels of commerce, and 
ships of war, destined to strike terror into the 
Ottoman empire. Desirous of conquering a 
country, so long the object of her ambitious pro- 
jects, the empress determined to commence ope- 
rations by detaching the Crimea from Turkey* 
Having, therefore, excited an insurrection, the 
Kussian troops, under pretence of assisting- the 
khan, found means to possess themselves of the . 
country. Intimidated by the immense 
1578? pi'cparations of Catharine for attacking 
Turkey, the Forte concluded a treaty 



,y Google 



"Willi Kosiiatliy which the empress ivtained the 
«oVtreignty of the Crimea, of the isle of Taman^ 
and a great part of the Kuban, whHe her right 
was acknowledged to the dominion of the Euxitie^ 
aad to the passage of the Dardanelles. Thus 
^d Catharine acqliife, without the necessity of 
a battle, an immense territory, and 1,500,000 
new subjects. To the Crimea and to the Kuban 
'She restored their ancient names of Taurida and 
Caucasus* 

The vicinity of the Caspian invites the Rus- 
sians to trade with Persia : by which a com- 
merce with India can easily be prosecuted. Of 
these advantages they had long profited^ In 
'-the Caspian, Catharine maintained a fleet, which 
cruised along the Persian coasts, and burned all 
the vessels met in those parts. The commanders 
vere instructed to sow discord between the 
aeveral khans, and to support the weak against 
the ^rong. She determined to execute the pro- 
ject formed l)y Piter L against Persia, of extend- 
ing the Russian dominion on the western shores 
of the Caspian sea* The dissentions which laid 
Waste those fertile i-egions were favourable to 
her design, which unforeseen obstacles neverthe- 
less opposed* The Russians, who had carried 
on a trade in China not less beneficial than that 
of the Caspian, had received a check by their 
arrogance and ill-conductw Cattrarine appeased 
the Chinese, revived the spirit of commerce, and 
- sent several young Russians to study the language 
of China. 

The spirit of toleration was a distinguished and 
Singular feature in the administration of Catha- 
rine II. who admitted both to civil and military 
offices persons of all countries and persuasions^ 
Vol. XJLIL M 
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luiherans, calvinists, moraviaiiia$ pftt^istiS) nldh&m^ 
medans, and infidels. Not satisfied wkh hav- 
ing appointed a catholic bishop) the €niprew 
established at Mohilef a seminary of Jesuits, sn^ 
polled islamisra in the Crimea, and gave annual** 
ly to her people some solemn instances of her 
protection granted to liberty of conscience. By 
the oixlers of Catharine, on the day of the bcne^ 
diction of the waters, her confessor invited to bis 
house the ecclesiastics of every denomination, to 
whom he gave a grand entertainment, called by 
the empress " the dinner of tolemtion," at which 
have been seen the clergy of eight different forms 
of worship* 
. jy A magnificent procession was intend* 
1786! ^^ ^^ ^^ made to Kerson and the Crimea, 
where Catharine was to be declared queen 
of Taurida, and declared protectress of aU the 
Tartar tribes. It was expected that the ad- 
joining nations, terrified by the power, or al* 
lur^d by the pomp displayed on this occasion, 
would fiock fmni all parts to do homage to the 
new sovereign of the east, who would thus be 
enabled to conduct her grands(Mi Constantinc to 
the gates of that empire, to the sovereignty of 
which she had destined him from his birth. 
With this view, Greek mirses had been procured 
for him. Dressed in the ^shion, and surround- 
ed by children of that nation, he had acquired 
their language, which he learned to speak. The 
prince, however, sickening of the measles, was 
obliged to be left behind, and the empi^ess took 
only a kind of formal possession of Keison and 
the Crimea- 

The ambition of Catharine had excited the 
jealousy und the fears of the Turkish empirej by 
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tfae destgDs.she entertained resptclin^ tier grand- 
son) wh€»se name and education sufBcientiy de- 
^loted her intentions. Her grand object was 
said to be the establishing in her family two 
mighty empires, capable of subverting Europe 
and Asia. The injuries and insults of which the 
Porte comptlained^ were neither f^w nor imagina- 
ry ; and war was accordingly declared ^ p 
lagainst Russia, whose mini ster was shut 1757. 
up in tlie ca&ile of the Seven Towers. A 
formidable Turkish army advanced to t})e shores 
of the Danube 9^ and the standard of Mohammed 
was prepared to be unfurled. Catharine, who 
had impatiently expectecl the declaration of war, 
was ready, with her Heets and her armies ; and 
Joseph 1I« emperov of Grermany, sent eighty 
thousand Aostriana to her assistance 4 and every 
thing seemed to announce the ruia of the Otto- 
man power« 

Surrounding nations^ however, beheld with 
jeidoHsy the d^dgos of the evipvess, who threat* 
ened to destroy the equilibrium of Europe ; 
«iul the king of Sweden, incensed at her con- 
duct) and excited by Prussia and England, 
declaved immediate war against Russia, and 
attacked the town of Fredericksham* But Gus- 
•tavQS III* who hoped to carry terror to the 
gates of Petersburgh, had the mortification to 
discover that no confidence coujd be placed in 
his soldiers, that his officers were disaffected, 
and tliat a traiterous correspondence was carried 
4m with the ene^iy* The defection of the 
Swedes was more than a victoty to Catharine, 
who called upon Denmark for succours^ which, 
the court of Copenhagen immediatjply furnishe<1* 
Accordingly the Norwegians entered the pro- 



,y Google 



134 sussiA. 

Tinces of Sweden, and proceeded to laf siege t» 

Gothemburg, when by the spirited conduct of 
the English and Prussian ministers, a trdce was 
concluded, and the Danish army returned peace- 
ably to Norway. -» 

Gustavus was finally compelled by the supe- 
rior force of Russia to evacuate Finland. He 
desisted not, however, from attempts to annoy 
the enemy ; and the Russian and Swedish fleets 
continued to skirmish with various success* The 
prince of Nassau, who had with superior num- 
bers given battle to the Swedes, by his unskil* 
fulness suffered an. entire defeat* This engage- 
ment cost the Russians half their fieet, and more 
than ten thousand men. This defeat, which 
went near the heart of Catharine, accelerated a 
peace ; and Gustavus, sensible of his. imprudence* 
and of the disoi^ered state of his affairs, accept- 
ed the proposals of the empress. 

In the mean time, the Russian forces, estimated, 
at 150,000 men, under the command of . Pptei^cir 
kin and count Romant^ffi assisted by prince 
Repnin, Suwarrow, and other officers, had ber 
sieged Oczakow, which was taken by an assault 
that cost the Russians 13,600 men, while d5,00(> 
Turks perished in the town. This conquest* 
little less fatal to the victors thaa to the van- 
quished, did not abate the ardour of Catliarine 
for the continuance of the war. Respecting 
Oczakow, the Crimea, the Euxine, and other 
points of her claim, she remained inflexible. 
This perseverance had nearly involved Russia in 
a war with Great- Britain and Prussia; an event 
only prevented by the powerful opposition raised 
ii\ England ag^ust the intentions of the govern- 
Utient. 
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Soirarrow routed the Turks with a horrible 
carnage near the river Rimnik, and having cap- 
tufed Tutukay in Bolgana, wrote to the empress 
ibar lines of Russ poetry, which signified-^ 
«* GloPf to Ciodl Praise to Catharine! Tutukay 
" is taken! Su^varrow is in^it!" Town after 
town submitted to the conquerors ; Ismail, how- 
ever, atiU h«kl out. Potemkin, therefore, sent 
orders to. Suwarrow to take that city within 
three, days. Accordingly the assault was com* 
menced. Twice were the Russians repulsed; 
but at the third attack, they scaled the ramparts, 
forced their way into the town, and pot to the 
swosd alL who opposed them. Fifteen thousand 
Russians purchased with their lives the bloody 
laurels of thdr leader, who wrote to the empress 
with his usual brevity : •* the haughty Ismail is 
«t your feet !*' Elated with the news of these 
successive victories, Catharine thus accosted Sir 
Charles Whitworth, the British ambassador, when 
he next appeared at court, with an ironical 
smile :-^** Smce the king, your master, is deter- 
^^ milled to drive me out of Petersburgh, I hope 
^ he wiU allow me to retire to Constantinople.*' 
But Leopold, who had succeeded the emperor 
Joseph, having concluded a separate peace with 
the Porte, Catliarine beg«i to perceive that her 
victories were ruinous ; and while too proud tq 
sue for a cessation of hostilities, of which she 
ftlt the necessity, her armies continued their 
conquests* At length, however, the pre- 
liminaries of peace wei^ signed between fl^^* 
Russia and the Poite, and a war was ter- ^ ' 
minated, which cost the former 200,000 iren, 
and two hundred millions of rubles, and the 
M 3 
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latter 330,000 men, and t\iro hundred millions oT ! 
piastres. 

Catharine had never forgiven Poland the diet 

of 1788, by which the constitution dictated hy 

force in 1775 was abrogated. The moment of I 

▼engeance was now arrived : BuIgakofF, : her | 

minister at Warsaw, had orders to declare ..^var | 

against the Poles, who received the declaratioa 

not merely with firmness, but with a generous 

enthusiasm. - Catharine, in effecting her purpose^ 

called in negociation to the sad of force, and 

insisted that Stanislaus Augustus should make a 

public declaration of the necessity of yielding^ to 

the Russian arms. At Grudno, the confederated 

partisans of Russia assembled ; and the Russian 

minister published a manifesto, declaring the re- 

Bolution of the empress to incorporate with her 

domains all the territory of Poland, which her 

arms had conquered. Stanistaus caballed/ in & 

vour of Russia, whose troops, strengthened by 

the Prussians, poured into that unfortunate coun* 

try. Frederick William, at the head of his 

forces, fought against Kosciusko, whose talents^ 

courage, and despair, were unavailing against 

multiplied and increasing numbers.^ The inhu?* 

man Suwarrow captured Prague) where twenty 

thousand persons satiated with their blood the 

savage conqueror of Ismail, who, trampling on 

the necks of its inhabitants, reeking from the 

gore of their countrymen, entered Warsaw ia 

triumph. Such are the trsphies of despotism ; 

such the triumphs of ambition! The courts 

of Peteraburgh and Berlin divided the remains 

of this unhappy country ; and the courtiers of 

Catharine shared among them the possessions of 
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the proscribed. • The pageant monarchi the crea- 
tore of her power, was sent to Grodno, where he ^ 
lived in obscurity ; and the friends of the brave 
snd generous Kosciusko were, with their general, 
conveyed to Petersburgh, and immured in dun« 
geons. 

The marriage of one of her grand-daughters 
with the young king of Sweden had become a fa* 
vourke^ project with Catharine, who, as a preli- 
minary to this measure, had engaged the prince 
not to e3iact of his consort a conformity to the 
Swedish church, and invited him to visit Peters- 
burgh. Accordingly, the king, attended 
by the regent his uncle, the minister, and '^;^^' 
a train of courtiers, repaired to the court 
of the empress, who entertained them with her 
accuMpraed magnificence, and seemed delighted 
with the young Gustavus* The Swedish mo« 
narch appeared affected by the kindness of Ca- 
tharine ; but his sensations became still more in- 
teresting in the presence of the young grand- 
duchess, Alexandra Paulina, who had scarely 
completed her fourteenth year, and whose taU 
and elegant figure, fair complexion, regular fea- 
tures, and modest aspect, made a lively impres- 
sion ; which her innocence, candour, sensibility, 
and talents, contributed to strengthen. Proposals 
of marriage were immediately made, and a day 
was fbced for the espousals. 

The national pride of Russia was to be flatter- 
ed by making a queen of Sweden of the Greek 
church. In the mean time, the appointed day 
had arrived: the young princess, tlie empress 
and her court were assembled ; and the bride- 
groom only was missing. The Russian ministers 
had purposely withheld the contract and articlea 
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QfiiUtanto till m hcmr prmeusl^ to that flp«t^ 
pointed' foF the noletnnity. Gustavas, howeiwt^ 
pevcoived and' resisted the snare; and declared"; ' 
that no restrain should be imposed on the cottl^' 
•esenctt of the princess ; but insisted on an ool^' 
ward conformity to the established laws of Swo(' 
den. The court had assembled at seven in the 
evening, and did not sepamle till ten, w^en all 
hopes of accommodation had vanished* Catha^ 
nne sickened at the disappointment and mor^ 
fication; her speech faultei*ed, and she had a 
slight fit. All was restraint, gloom, and embari- 
rassment. Gustavus quitted Petersburgh ; and ' 
the young Alexandra experienced all the bitteN 
ness of the first sorrows of love. 

Thirsting for conquest, and imired to the 
din of war, Catharine turned her arms against 
Persia. Her army penetrated into Daghestan, 
and laid siege to Derbent ; the^ keys of which 
were delivered to the general by an old man, 
who had surrendered that city to Pet*r I. at the 
commencement of the century. Having con* 
eluded also a new treaty with Austria and Great- 
Britain, the period seemed to her approaching, 
when she should drive the Ottomans outofEuropfe, 
and reign in Constantinople. But having risen 
on the fifth of November, and transacted 
r'Q?' ^^s*"^ss with her secretaries, she was 

' ' found prostrate on the floor between the 
two doors leading from the alcove to her closet. 
She was without sense or motion, and died after 
continuing thirty-seven hours in that state. 

Thus terminated the career of Catharine IP. 
In estimating the character of this extraordinary 
woman, her reign appears to have been for her 
people rather brilliant than happy. Within the ' 
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•jfcfe of her influence, her government was nio» 
derate and benign ; but at a diHtance, terrible 
and despotic. Justice, order, and law, were 
sometimes violated under the protection of her 
favourites, who |>ractised with impunity the 
most odious tyranny. She aspii'ed to the cha« 
racter of an author, to which her celebrated 
Instructions Jor a Code of Laws^ her dramatic 
pieces and proverbs, her tales and allegories for 
tj^e improveraent of her grand-childi'en, seem 
justly to entitle her. Her letters to Voltaire arc 
accounted her most interesting productions* She 
composed also for the young grand-dukes, a plan 
of education, compiled princit>ally from the writ- 
ings of Locke and Rousseau, which does credit 
to her liberality and discernment. > 

The generosity of Catharine, the splendour of 
her reign, the magnificence of her court, her 
institutions, her monuments, and her victories, 
Were to Russia what the age of Louis XIV. was 
to Europe. But the French constituted the glory 
of Louis^ Catharine that of the Russians. The 
farmer reigned over a polished people ; the lat- 
ter had a nation to form, and her measures were 
her awn*. Her active and regular life, her 
moderation* firmness, fortitude, and sobriety> 
were qualities for which she was remarkable* 
The barbarous country, over which she reigned^ 
the gixjssness of its manners, and the difficulties 
with which she had to contend, ought to be duly 
considered, in estimating her character. 

No excuse can be offered for her licentiousness 
ss..a xoomani but as a sovereign^ posterity will 
probably allow her the title of gredt. . If her 
love of glory too often assumed the features of t 
iestructive ambitioni it cannot be denied that 
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she possessed an enlightened and magnanimeuo 
mitid« Let us not, hovrever, be dazzled bjr th« 
neatness, or the beneBcence of Catliarine. Let 
us not be seduced by those amiable quaiitiesy 
wiiich many have admired in her; but let us 
call to recollection the torrents of blood that 
flowed; the fate of Peter IIL and of Iwaa; 
and we shall soon exclaim in tlie words of the 
iiistorian, " Let there be henceforth no f^lorj 
" without virtue I . Let injustice and dep>navt||r 
<< be transmitted to posterity with no other lau* 
^' rels than the snakes of Nemesis !" 

On the death of Catharine IL Paul PetrowitZy 
hep son, who was at that time forty-three jreans 
of agpc, was proclaimed empenor of Russia, and 
his son Alexander presumptive heir to the 
thixMie. The first acts of the new czar w^re 
extremely popular rand he seemed to contradtet 
the reports of his stem and capricious disposi* 
Itoii. Every hour> every moment, anockunced 
some wise changes, some just- punishment^ or 
some merited favour. Having spent thirty-^ve 
years of his life amidst; restraint, denials, and 
contempt) he appeared to have profited by his 
suffenngs. The people began to imagine, that 
his charactert- had been mistaken, or that his 
long and melancholy seclusion from court had 
been the means of refining his mind. He libe* 
rated Kosciusko and all the Poles, whom Catha» 
rtne bad confined in prison ; and on the former 
bestowed a sum of money, with which he might 
live free and independent in another country. 

Paul caused the corpse of his father, Peter IIL 
to be taken up and broaght to the palace, to 
receive similar honours with that of the enipress 
his wi&« Prince Basatinsky and count Alexius 
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drfoff, two of the tiurderen bf ^e uhflNituntite 
oar, were fixed on to officiate as chief mootti^ra. 
The imperial cl^wn wa« piBoed on the e<rffiti ^ 
Peter ; md over both ims tlie following itis^i<ip» 
Sion in Kuas : ^« Divided in life, univtd in death.'* 
In pretence of the assemlBted oottrt, afld amidst 
aabie hangings, Kghted tapers^ and ftU the so* 
hmmiy of im^riai wo} the two ittoiimeA tobk 
their staiiotik OrtefF, whose nefves were strong, 
endured the scene unshaken ; but hU dditipttnidtl 
tinted beneath hts emotions, and could HcarOely^ 
be supported with the aid of vi^atite IMilts, and 
other stimulative applications. 

Pa»rs conduct in the first days of his reigti 

was sooB afterwards tt^versed. The shape 6f a 

ka, the colour of a feather, boots, spatterdashes^ 

ctickades, queues, and sword-belts, became the 

afiairs of sUite, which absoi^bed his astonishinfi^ 

acdvity* He issued a prohibition against wea.r- 

iog round hats ; forbade the Russians to harness 

their horses after the ancient tnodfe, and ordered 

them to adopt the German ^shioti of dress. The 

snctent custom of alighting from their horses or 

coaches, and prostrating themselves in the snow, 

or im the mud, on meeting the cza^ his wife, or 

son, had been abolished by Catharine, but was 

revived by Paul in all its rigour. The ceremony 

established within the palace Was equally strict 

atid absurd. Whoever was permitted to kiss the 

hand of the emperor, was oixiered to make the 

floor resound at the same time, by striking it with 

his knee ; and it was required, that the salute of 

^ the lips should be heard. 

Jo notice all the ordinances of a similar nature 
wMcti were issufed in the course of one week, 
vould b^ tedious and uninteresting. What 
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could be hoped of a man, who, succeedhg^ Ct> 
tharine) could consider such regulations as the 
most uni^ent and important ? Those ordinances 
were frequently so contradictory to each other, 
^at they were often modified, or annulled, soon 
after their promulgation. The new emperor, 
indeed, appears to have thought that he could 
govern a vast empire, as he had governed the 
village in which he resided ^ his capital, as his 
house ; and thirty millions of men of all ranks and 
all nations, as a score of lackeys* 

Paul concluded a treaty with the king of 
Great- Britain, by which they screed to oppose^ 
in the most efficacious manner, the successes 
of the French anus in the extension of the 
principles of anarchy, to promote a solid and 
lasting peace, and to endeavour to re-establish 
the balance of Europe^ Accordingly in the 

spring of the next year, the Russlati ar- 
r79? "™^' under the command of general Su- 

warrow, marched into Italy, and effected 
a junction with the Austrian troops. The em* 
peror, not satisfied with carrying on hostilities 
against every republican ally of France, declared 
war against Spain. He also entered into another 
treaty with Gi*eat Britain, and agreed to furnish 
17,5y.'i mtn for -an expedition against Holland. 
These troops accordingly assembled at Revel, 
were conveyed to the place of their destination in 
vessels freighted by his Britannic majesty, and 
joined the English army. 

The Russians and their allies were for some 
time fortunate, but their successes were after^ 
wards converted into mournful defeats. Of the 
three generals, who commanded the Russian 
(urmies in the United Provinces, tlie Helvetic Can^ 
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tonsf and Italy, the first was taken prisoner by the 
French, the second witnessed the destruction of 
a great part of his troops and the loss of Swit- 
zerland, and Suwarrow with difficulty' escaped 
across the mountains with the wreck of his forces, 
and penetrated into the Orisons. 

Informed of these disasters, the emperor re* 
called his troops into Russia, and broke off the 
alliance which had been concluded with the 
courts of London and Vienna. A misunder* 
standing was said to have arisen between the 
Austrian and Russian commanders ; but it seems 
probable, that the conduct of Paul was chiefly 
occasioned by his capricious disposition. To the 
astonishment of ail Europe, he had declared 
himself grand-master of Malta, at the time when 
he formed an alliance with the Ottoman Porte. 
The unwillingness of the British government to 
'acquiesce in this appointment excited the indig- 
nation of Paul. Not content with breaking off 
all connexion with the court of London, he form- 
ed an armed neutrality with Prussia, Swe- 
den, and Denmark. This was followed ^g^P* 
by laying an embargo on all British 
ships in the harbours of Russia, and of which at 
Petersbui'gh, Riga, Revel, Cronstadt, and Narva, 
there were about three hundred. The officers 
and seamen were sent into the interior parts of 
the country, where they were scantily ppvided 
for; while the warehouses of all the "British 
merchants in Russia were sealed up, and their 
property was placed under Sttquestration. Pre- 
parations were now made by the courts of Pe- 
tersburgh, Stockholm, and Copenhagen, for car- 
rying on a naval war with Great Britain : and 
the emperor Paul informed the Ottoman Porte, 
Vol. XXII. N 
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that if the English were permitted to bind ^ 
Egypt) for the purpose of attacking the Fcend^ 
troops In that countiy, he would consider it ip 
an act of liostility against Russia. Gi^eat-Bii« 
tiuui however, instead of being intimidated hf 
the*increasing number of her enemies, attacked 
and destroyed the Danish fleet*, and was pi^par^ 
log to avenge herself on the court of Stockholmy 
^ jy when the emperor Paul was barbarously 
1801. assassinated in his chamber, in the mid- 
dle of the nightf by a conspiracy among 
the officers of his court. It wa$ first pre- 
tended that he died of an apoplexy, but his as- 
sassination is now no longer considered as any se- 
cret : indeed the names of the assassins and the 
paiticulars of its mode have been publicly de- 
scribed. His death was, however, considered as 
a fortunate event by his subjects and by mankind 
at large ; for although he was not a man of blood, 
and never permitted any capital executionsi 
yet he was the terror of all about him, in conse- 
quence of his caprice, and of the arbitrary ba- 
nishment of his best subjects into Siberia. 

His son, Alexander, who succeeded him, is- 
sued a proclamation, in which he declared, that 
having been educated in the prineiples which 
had adorned the i^eign of his illustrious grand- 
mother, under whom Russia had arrived at the 
Summit of glory, he should follow her wise in- 

* The battle of Copenhagen, which was won by the 
gallantry and good conduct of lord Nelson, would pro- 
bably have put an end to the Northern coufedei-acy, even 
had not the catastrophe of Paul so opportunely takef 
place. 
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lentionsj and restore the interrupted liappiness 
0f his subjects. Accordingly, the neir emperor 
signed a treaty with Great-Britain, in which the 
English gave up some of their claims ; the right 
of search was limited, and the articles deemed 
^contraband in war were dinrinishcd, and more 
iClearlf asceitalned and defined. 
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POLAND. 

(now part of TH£ RUSSIAN, PRUSSIAN, AlTD 
AUSTRIAN DOMINIONS.) 



CHAP. L 

De»crififion of Poland^ and its History till the MjT" 
tinction oftlie Fandly of Piaatm. 

POLAND, which is denominated by the na- 
tives Poioka, a Sclavonian word, signifying^ 
a level or champain country, is composed of vast 
plains, which were anciently covered with woods 
ti)at abounded with wild beasts and game of 
every kind* In its original extent, Poland, with 
the annexed dutchy of Lithuania, was bounded 
on the north by Livonia, Muscovy, and the 
Baltic sea ; on the east by Muscovy ; on the 
south by Hungary, Turkey, and -little Tartary ; 
and on the west by Germany : and extended 
from forty-seven degrees and forty minutes to 
fifty-six degrees and thirty minutes of north la- 
titude ; and from sixteen to thirty-four degrees 
of east longitude from London. Its greatest 
length was about seven hundred miles, and its 
* breadth at a medium, about five hundred ; and 
had the form of its government been as perfect 
as its situation was compact and favourable for 
commerce, it might, perhaps, have been one of 
the richest, happiest, and most powerful king* 
doms in the universe. 
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As this h an «xteiistv« md ehampain countiy, 
the air, as might naturaUy be expected. Is talu- 
brious, but cold, especiaihp in the more northern 
districts. The summits of the Carpathian moun« 
tains, which form a barner between Poland and 
Hungary, are covered with eternal snow, that 
Bot unusually £iUs in tjie middle of summer. 
The climate, however, is generally temperate 
and settled, and the weather is less variable, 
cither in summer or in winter, than in most of 
Ae hypert>orean regions* 

The principal rivers in Poland are the Duna^ 
which rising m Russia, discharges its waters into 
the Bsdtic ; the Nemel, which has its source in 
the palatinate of Novogrodac, and empties it- 
self into the Baltic; the Wiesel or Vistula, 
which issumg from the Carpathian mountains, 
at last enters the Bakic ; the Niester, which rises 
in a lake among the Carpathian mountains, and 
falls into the Black Sea ; and the Nieper, or Bo- 
rbthenes of antiquity, which has its source in 
Russia, and after a course of nearly a thousand 
miles, discharges itself into the Black Sea. 

The natives of Polaml have long been cele- 
brated for their persoi>al strength, courage, and 
tengevity. There are few nations in which the 
people enjoy a greater share of health ; which 
may undoubtedly be ascribed to the temperature 
«f the climate, the sobriety of the people, and 
their constant habits of exetxise. They also 
imire themselves to the use of the cold bath, 
which produces the same effects^ and conduces 
t» the vigour of the body. In their general 
character, the nobles are open, afPable, liberal, 
and hospitable ; poUte to strangers, rigid to their 
?assals and dependants, litikate in points pf hcv 
N 3 
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nour, aiid Tain, ostentatious, and magnificentr 
in their manner of living, apparel, and equi«c 
page. Though their country is naturally fertiiey 
the nobles are poor, and despise the idea of im<% 
proving their fortunes by trade and industry* 
They are, perhaps, the only people of the uni" 
verse, who, by an express law, prohibited the 
formation of a marine establishment. The no- 
bles are. from their infancy instructed in literal 
ture, and are able to speak the Latin language^ 
but not with great correctness. With regard to 
the commonalty, tliey are ignorant, mercenary, 
mean, indigent, and were formerly slaTes in the 
full extent of the term ; being liaUe to impri- 
sonment, sale, barter, stripes, nay death itself 
at the will of their unfeeling and tyrannical 
masters. But though these are the general 
leading features of this nation, it would be uli^ 
just and uncandtd not to suppose, that there ai« 
many, even in the lower ranks of life, who arc 
distinguished for their probity, learning, and hu- 
manity. 

To the account which we have alreadf 
given of the love of splendour which prevaik 
among the Polish nobility, it may not be impro- 
per to add, that whenever they dine or sup^ 
trumpets and other music usually play, and a 
number of gentlemen attend them, all of whom 
behave with the greatest obsequiousness and re- 
spect. This is a consequence of superior c^- 
lence ; for, though the whole nobility of Poland 
are considered as equal, and on a level, y^ 
fivealth creates a manifest and real distinction, 
und those who are in indigent circ^im stances, 
are frequently compelled to serve the riclu 
Kotwithstanding, however, this difference oi 
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•ecQont of epulence> the patron generally treats 
'Ms ioferi«rs with great apparent civilityy per* 
mits the senior to sit with him at table with- 
out his cap, and grants to each of them a me* 
ami servant, who waits on him, and who is main* 
tained at the expense of the master of the fa- 
mily. 

The inhabitants of Poland, who have an al« 
most insuperable aversion to living or sleeping 
•hove stairs, have chiefly only ground floors in 
their houses. The part which they inhabit ge* 
nerally fix>nts the gate^ and the kitchens and of* 
fices occupy one side, and the stables the other* 
The materials, with which they usually build 
tktMT houses, are wood ; but some of the« finest 
dwellings are made of brick or stone, and formed 
sfter the Italian stile of architecture. The roosi 
elegant, however, of their habitations, though 
richly furnished, are destitute of their principal 
ornament, having seldom any gardens or or- 
chards, which even in less fertile countries are 
seldom neglected* The dwellings of the pea- 
sants are in every respect mean and disagreeable, 
and are only circular huts built with poles, and 
left open at the top in order to emit the smoke 
^nd admit the light. These habitations are 
covered with thatch, or boards ; and as they fre- 
quently consist of only one room, the master, 
his family, and cattle, generally repose in peace* 
iul association. 

The Poles commonly travel on horseback, and 
to fond are they of this conveyance, that they 
vill not undertake the shortest journey win. out 
it They are extremely hardy, and frequently 
/Sleep on the ground in frost and snow^ without 
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my covering'f and appeal t^ feci m i <Bn dfeB#*lii>y 
jury w inconvenience* - • • • * r^-,*- 

The inhii^bitants of PolancU when eonj^duittal' 
aa HVBinbers of the conmiuinityt are dtvi^d IMC^ 
three riinka; nobk»» cnlizcna, and peaaanta* 
The nobiHty have from die most early periecte 
resided in the country ; but though thers aiv 
dtiferent titles among them, such as prince9»" 
counts, and baron8> th« whole body is ccknsl* 
- dett;d as equal and on a level, and all who boast 
the advantages of nci>he bi4th, address each 
otiier by the appellatioiv of brother. They do 
not consider supetior tkles as merit ifvgaupeirtotf 
respect, eacli thinkin^^ that of a gentteman tif 
Poland as the bi^esi distinction wiiieh can possi* 
biy J)e enjoyed. The privileges they possessed, 
previously to the dismemberment of their coun- 
try, were nuiny and considerable; and such) 
indeed, as were wholly incompatible with everf 
idea of civil liberty r bein^ partly acquired b^^ 
the inchilgence of their kings, and partly dediii^ 
^ ced from ancient custom and prescription. They 
had the power of life and death over their vaa* 
t sals, were exempted from the payment of taxes*, 
^ and accountable to none but the king himseU^ 
^•wi^liom they elected, and whom they laid under 
what^pestraint they thought proper : by virtue of 
"^-^G pacta conventa^ none but themaelvcrs, and the 
burghers of some few particular towns, were 
permitted to purchase lands. In short, the Po- 
lish mobility enjoyed an independence utterly in- 
consistent with a free and well-regulated govern^ 
ment, and possessed so much power and autho- 
rity aver their tenants, that they conld assign 
them ovcf, with their lands, cattle, and- furni* 
ture, to other proprietors. Many of them oc- 
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mpicd estates from five to thirty leagues in ex- 
teat, and were the hereditary sovereigns of 
dcies> over whicb^ the king had neither power 
nor jurisdiction. The habitation of a nobleman 
was a safe and secure retreat to persons who had 
been guilty of the most flagrant and enormous of- 
fences ; and no one dared to presume to enter and 
fieize the criminals, without the express permis- 
sion of the master of the house* The nobles 
kept horse and foot guards continually on duty 
before their palaces, and n^rched before\|bem 
whenever they went abroad ; but when thaf at- 
tended the diet in person, they displayed the 
greatest pomp and magnificence, and were fre- 
quently attended by five thousand men in arms. 
Instances also are not wanting, in which the de- 
liberations of the council were decided by the 
sword* Whenever these proud and haughty 
nobles had any suits at law, the diet, or ratlier 
tribunal, gave its decision on the subject ; but 
as the energy of justice was too feeble to enforce 
a compliance with its decrees, the final execu<^ 
tion of the sentence depended on the power or 
weakness of the opponents. In this manner,, 
indeed, quarrels were frequently decided in the. 
first instance, witliout any appeal to the laws of 
their country ; and some thousands of men wei*c 
raised by each party, and a mutual occasion 
sought to plunder, burn, or destroy* 

The peasants being born and educated as slaves, 
entertained no ideas of liberty, and wei'e consi-. 
dered as creatures entitleil neither to justice nor 
humanity ; and if one of them was murdered 
by a grandee, to whom he did not belong, the 
nobleman was not capitally convicted, but only 
obliged to nt^e reparation by providing another 
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vassal of equal age, condition, and value. iVheil' 
a grandee was desirous of cultivating and im^ 
proving a part of his land, he builded a smaff' 
wooden hut upon the premises, in which he set*- 
tied the peasant and his family, and gave thenv 
a cow, two horses, and a few poultrj ; iprithr 
com sufiicienc for tlieir maintenance the fiTsf 
year, and for meliorafting thmr future conditfotxj^ 
and adding to the emc^ment of their masters 
Thus it is evident) that being possessed of nc^ 
property of their own, tlieir labours and? acq«« 
sitions only served to enrich their lord, and to 
render him more haughty and despotic. The^r 
were indispensably obliged to^ coftivat^ th«* 
gtouodr and were incapaeeitated frem entertfig^ 
upon atiy condition of life, which might prr^ 
cure them freedom and independence, or enable' 
them i» any manner to improve their circum-' 
stances. * Besides^ tbey were eicposcd to tlMr 
odious, and fvvquemly teal ellbcts of the ca- 
price, cru«rlty, and bari3ai4ty «>f their tyrannitraf 
masters ; who^ ka^^ng full power and authority^ 
0rer their lives and property, too often abused* 
them in the* most gross and wanton -manner, atuf 
subjected tixe wives and daughters olB the an* 
bappy and oppressed peasants to the most bratal^ 
icreatment. Such was the general condition of 
tike peopler before the dismemberment of thts* 
country ; what are their present stat-e, we are 
not informed ; but each province would necessa- 
rily foliow the laws and regulations of that king- 
dom, to which, by the treaty of partition, it was 
annexed. 

Previously also to the same period, the con- 
stitution of Poland was extremely singular, and 
iKfferent from every other government ancienr 
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kit. modem. It was stiled a rqniblic, composed 
gS the king, senate^ and nobles. The king was 
considered as the head, and was elected by the 
Dobilily and clergy on the plains of Warsaw, 
where they assembled on horseback for that pur-^ 
pose. If there happened to be a refractory mi- 
HCM'ity, the majority had no other control over 
their antagomsts than what superior violence 
could je&ct. Immediately after his election, 
the king s^ned the fiacia convaita of the king- 
dom, by which he engaged to introduce no Uy- 
leigners into the army or government, and ac- 
(H&ded to such other stipulations as the haughty 
apd imperious nobles tliought proper to impose. 
The king, therefore, could only be regarded as 
the {»^sident of the senate, which was composed 
of nearly one hundred and fifty of the principal 
nobility and clergy. Notwithstanding the ac- 
knowledged defects of this constitution, it ap- 
pears to have been founded on principles, which, 
if not ill applied, might have been made favourable 
to public liberty, by restraining the prerogative 
of the king, and by the institution of frequent 
assemblies 4 but the exercise of the veto^ or tri- 
bunitial negative, which was vested in every 
member of the diet, was subversive of all order 
and government. 

The general passion for tracing their origin to 
the remotest antiquity has involved the early 
ages of all nations in fable and absurdity. His* 
torians, however, are unanimous in . ^ 
placing Lech at the head of the Polish 550. * 
princes ; and to render him more illus- 
trious, they pretend that he was lineally de- 
scended from Japhet the son of Noah. He go- 
verned Poland as a duke $ and, like Alexander 
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the Great, left his kingdom to the most worthj^^ 
who proved to be Viscimir. This prince was an 
illustrious warrior, and, after a long and glorioas | 
reign, left the nation exhausted by his victories 
and ruined by his conquests* The Poles, there- 
fore, assumed a different form of administration, j 
and divided their dominions into twelve pro- 
vinces, each of which was governed by a great | 
lord, denominated a palatine, or waiwode* 

These governoi-s, however, exercising des- 
potic power, the people proceeded to the elec- 
tion of a sovereign, and made choice of 
Vanda, daughter to one of their ^^ings. This 
princess possessed in an eminent degree all the 
amiable qualities of her sex, with superior in- 
telligence and masculine courage* She was pru- 
dent, just, temperate, and eloquent; and her 
affability secured the hearts of those whom her 
beauty had captivated. Rithogar, a Teutonic 
prince, sent to demand her in marriage, and de- 
clared that he would wage war against Poland, 
should Vanda reject his proposals. The prin- 
cess, whose pride might have yielded to the 
bland insinuations of love, revolted against tills 
menace, and accepted the challenge of Ritho- 
gar, who being defeated in battle, killed him- 
self through shame and despair. ^ . Vanda, who 
was smitten with the elegant form of the unfor- 
tunate prince, determined not to survive hind, 
and, accordingly drowned herself in the 
Wiesel. 

After her death, the Poles re-assumed the 
aristocratical form of government* But the 
waiwodes again abused their power ; and Poland 
became equally exposed to external enemies and 



,y Google 



»0LAH9« 14$ 

Jnteroal factions. At length, Preroulaus» 

» private soldier^ placed himself at the ^- ^• 
bead of the troops, and was raised to the 
throne in consequence of the victories he obtained 
9ver the Hungarians and Moravians. Though 
indebted to war for his exaltation, he studiously 
cultivated the arts of peace, and^endeavoured to 
render his people happy. In electing a success 
sor, the Poles declared they would acknowledge 
Jiim as their prince, who, starting on horseback 
from a determined spot, should firet reach an ap- 
pointed goal. A Polish lord, thinking to secure 
Uie throne to himself, caused iron spikes to be 
clandestinely planted in the ground, reserving 
^ly a path for his own horse. The fraud, how- 
ever, vras discovered by a young peasant, who 
was chosen in his stead. 

He assumed the name of Lech III. go- 
verned with great wisdom, and rendered ^"-P* 
his subjects happy. In order to prevent 
the effects of pride, he caused his rustic habit 
tp he carried before him in all public ceremonies* 
Nor was this an act of empty ostentation : he 
3vas prudent and temperate, the patron of merit, 
and the protector of the injured. He transmit- 
ted his virtues to his two immediate descendants ; 
but his great-grandson, Popiel, was a weak and 
voluptuous prince, who, too complaisant to his 
wife, a cruel* and calumnious woman, adminis- 
tered poison to his /three uncles. From their 
^ead bodies lying exposed to the open air, 
issued a swarm of rats, which devoured Popiel, 
Us wife and children ; and in him ended, about 
the year 560, the first race of the dukes, or 
kings, of Poland. 
Vol. XXII. O 
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Hitherto the princes had possessed oDff t^ 
title of dukC) which totally cedsed under Po^Hel's 
successor Piastus« This man had been originaHf 
a wainright) and for his elevation to the supreme 
dignity was indebted to a miracle similar to that 
of the widow of Sarepta* Like her, he had re- 
ceived from two heavenly messengers an inex^' 
haustible * vessel of oil, which he liberally dis* 
tributed in a season of general scarcity. The 
people, astonished at the miracle, conferred on 
him the crown. 'On the throne he proved him<& 
self the father of his subjects : he was the com* 
forter of the widow, the guardian of the orphao, 
and the tutelar angel of the poor and the anfor* 
tunate. Though neither a statesman nor a -war* 
jiof, his virtues supplied the place of talents. 
During his reign, several intestine commotionk 
arose, all of which he appeased by mildness and 
clemency; and the nobility were afraid openly 
to revolt against a prince, who seemed to live "for 
the sole benefit of his people. He associated with 
him in the governmeht his son Ziemowtt, who 
was a magnanimous, warlike, and temperate 
prince. The grand-children also of Piastus in*. 
herited his virtues, and one of them, who died 
in 964,. was called the '^ Eye of Christianity," 
His successor, Micezlaiis, endeavoured to obtain 
from the court of Rome the title of king, which, 
however, he unsuccessfully soHcited; bat th« 
pope conferred it on his Son. 

Bolesiaus, surnamed Chrobry, was a 

^'^^' prince of great courage, and is chie^ 

famous for his warlike achievements. He 

conquered Bohemia and Moravia, and after^ 

wards-subjugated Pomerania, Saxony, Prussia^ 

and Russia. It was now his care to enjoy with 
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Ms people the fruits of so many vicU>ries9 and to 
isender happjr those whom he bad rendered 
{jowerfuK He therefpre applied himself to the 
internal goyemraent of his dominions ; hut, the 
cooquered princes again nsing in arms, the aged 
and renerable sovereign was obliged to cov^r his 
^oarf kx:ks with a helmet. In his last expedi- 
tion, he exhibited great clemencf, and dismissed 
the prisoners without ransom, penetrated with 
esteem for his virtues. 

On the death of Boleslaus, the assem- 
bly of the nation unanimously elected his ^q^?* 
fPQ, Micezlaus II. as successor to his 
crown and dominions. This prince, however^ 
was scarcely established in the sovereignty, when 
|i general revolt broke out in Russia, Bohemia^ 
IPrussia, Moravia, and Saxony, which Micezlaus 
suppressed. Having restored peace to his do- 
minions, he indulged in debauchery, which ter- 
ininated his existence ; but his r^gn iras not un* 
^istiogutshed by martial gjory* 

The states assembled to elect a succes- 
sor to the throne, and having made choice ^^3?' 
pi his son Ca^imir, yet in the years of 
adolescency, vested his mother Rixa with the 
power of adnunistratipn? .and declared her re- 
.gent of the jj^ingdom. She) ho^reyer, soon dis« 
l^layed hep ^bitrary disposition ; and the Poles, 
incensed at her ponduct, tpoH up arms, and exr 
pelled her the l^ngdom. She had previous- 
ly sent before hi^r into Germany the im- 
iSaense treasures which Boleslaus had amassed, 
and which procured her the protection of the 
4^mpexor. Young Casimir also was compelled to 
Ay ; and t|ie people fell into, anarchy and con- 
ti$ioih Tbe prince toQk xiefuge in France, and 
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became a monk in the abbey of Cluni. At 
length, the calamities under which the Poiei 
laboured, induced them to recal Casimir, and 

reinstate him on the throne; The pope 
104?' discharged the prince from his Ttionastie 

vows; but he obliged entire Poland to 
establish the tax called Peter-pence, which was 
an annual tribute paid to the sovereign pontiff, 
and which was imposed on most of the nations 
of Europe. During the reign of this prince^ the 
arts and sciences, which had been hitherto un* 
known, began to be cultivated. Casimir prac* 
tised the pacific virtues, and died honoured and 
esteemed by his subjects, whom he had endea* 
vcured to render happy. ' 

He left three sons, of whom tlie eldest Boles^ 
laus II. was, immediately after the death of his 

fether, crowned king of Poland. He at* 
H)*^? tacked Bohemia, defeated the Hunga* 

rians, and marched an army into Russia^ 
of which he determined to achieve the conqiiesfi 
He advanced rapidly into the dutcby of Kiow, 
but was suddenly stopped by Kiow, at that tim^ 
the strongest fortress in the north, and the richest 
city in the Russian dominions. This place he bei 
sieged, and after a long resistance, took it; but| 
instead cf punishing the obstinacy of its inhabit- 
apts, he applauded their courage, and granted 
them favourable terms, on account of the valour 
they had displayed. Unfortunatc*ly, however, 
Boleslaus suffered himself to be subdued by the 
pleasures of luxury ; and his army degenerated 
into a mob of effeminate debauchees. 

The prince, as well as his soldiers, seemed to 
have forgotten his native country, and remained 
seven years in Kiow* This long absence occa* 
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JH^aoed great confusion in Poland ; and the Poliah 
women, irritated by the indifference •£ their 
liusbandfi, and by their preference of the ladies 
•f Kiowy resolved to take signal vengeance^ and 
unanimously admitted their slaves to all the pri- 
vileges of husbands* At the news of this reso* 
iution^ the soldiers attributed their dislionour to 
the king, \K^hom they accused as a weak and 
voluptuous prince. Almost the whole army, im- 
patient of i^venge, returned to Poland, and left 
their sovereign in Russia, 

The women, however,, had armed their serf 
yile paramours, and, actuated by despair, fought 
beside their gallants, sought out their husbandf 
in the beat of the battle, and fancied they could 
obliterate their crime by plunging their sword^ 
into the breasts of those who attempted to avenge 
it. While the combatants were thus engaged, 
9ole^us arrived with a numerous army of Rus- 
sians, and indiscriminately assailed the women^ 
their gallants, ^rid the soldiers, who had deserted 
his standard. This sudden attack united the 
Jiromen, ^their husbands and slaves ; several ob- 
stinate battles were fought; and Poland was 
il^undated with the blood of her inhabitants. 

Tp add to the calamities of this unfortunate 
country, the schisms, which had for some time 
rent the church of Rome, caused also a division 
in. this kingdom. There arose, likewise, a con- 
test for power and riches between the king and 
the clergy ; and Gregory VII. who at thattim* 
eccupied the pi^pal throne, excommunicated the 
jBOaarch,.and released his subjects from their al- 
fegiance. In vain did Boleslaus oppose his autho^ 
ftty ; superstition clouded the minds of the peop|ei 
09 
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who yielded implicitly to the dictates of t^mi 
pontifl^ and the unfortunate monarch wa^ com^l 
pelled to fiy into Hungary with his son Micea^l 
laus. Nor was the vengeance of Gregory satis ( 
ated with driving him from his throne : Bote»>- ^ 
laus, in order to gain a subsistence, was <4>lij^ed 
to exercise the humble functions of a cook in 
convent in Corinthia, where he died* 
^ ^ It was not till after he had impoverished I 

IO82! th® country, that the pope consented t«> 
grant the title, not of king, but of diike 
only, to Uladislaus, the brother of the late mo- 
narch. The pontiff bestowed the regal dignity on 
the king of Bohemia, and, by that means, excited 
a jealousy between the two soveretgas* The 
^ant of energy in this prince proved the soared 
of discord in his family, and disturbance in tht 
state: his natural son Sbigneus contended for 
the authority with Uladislaus* This monarch 
had the reputation of a mild and virtuous sove^ 
reign, but was too much under the influence of 
parasites and flatterers. 

-^ On the death of Uladislaus, the dominions 

1 103. * ^^^ equally divided between Sbigneui 
and Boleslaus III. of whom the latter wa« 
the legitimate son of the late sovereigit. A 
difference, however, arose between the two . 
brothers, which terminated in favour of Boles- 
laus, who afterwards alone occupied the thr(Hie« 
This prince is represented in history as a hen^ 
and compared to Boleslaus Chrobry, sumamed 
the Great. He was victorious in forty battles | 
and, having been once defeated, died of chagrin; 
Though sensible of the fatal consequences of' a 
partition of his dominions, he divided his dutchji 
among his five sons. 
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The principal share, together with the . ^ 
tide of duke, fell to the eldest, Uladislaus^^is^* 
II. sumamed the Driveller. The har- 
mony of the princes was disturbed by the ambi- 
tion of Christina, the sovereign's consort, who 
possessed an absolote ascendency over her bus* 
band, and inspired him with the. desire of de- 
priving hi9 brothers of their [Jortions. This am^ 
bitious project, however, excited the in- ^ j^ 
digRaUon of the people, who deposed \\^e/ 
Uladislaus, and raised to the ducal dignity 
his brother Boleslaus.IV. sumamed Crispus. 

This prince commenced his reign with an act 
•f generosity, and ceded Silesia to the deposed so- 
vereign for his matntenance* During some years, 
Poland enjoyed profound tranquillity under the 
government of Boleslaus, who lived in the great- 
eat harmony with his brothers Henry, Micez- 
laua, and Ca»mir. The emperor Frederick Bar^ 
l^ATossa, however, at the solicitations of Uladi»- 
iausy and the address of Christina who was bis 
kinswoman, attacked with a numerous and poweiv 
lul army the territories of the Polish sovereign. 
But Boleslaus, by the assistance of his brother 
Micezlaus, succeeded iii repelling the German 
i&vaders, and concluded a treaty with the em- 
peror. 

On the death of Uladislaus, his brother . j^ 
Micexlaus III. was raised to the. ducal 1174,* t 
throne^ This succession, however, was 
ftsputed by his brother Casimir, and by the sons 
o£ Uladislaus; but the states preferred MicezlauS) 
nn account of the marks of wisdom, v^ouc, and 
tffability, which he had already displayed* He 
fraa sumamed the Qld| because he .was elevated 
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to the throne at an advaoccd age. No aoctiev 
did he«cease to be a subject than he became « 
tyrant. His cruelty was such, that, for want 
of criminals on which to exercise his bar^ 
barity, he caused tortui'es to be indicted on litif 
man beings. This conduct ajknated the af- 
fections of the f>eopIe, who deposed the tyrants 
and offered the throne to his brother, Casttnir Ilr 
This prince was miid» humane, and so scrvipi^ 
lously virtuous that, when the crown*'Was lenp 
dered to him, he hesitated to accept it, through 
an apprehension of violating the pmperty of his 
brother. At lengths he was moved by the fol* 
lowing argument of the states ; >^ The election 
^^ of a sovereign supposes a compact between th^ 
*' prince and the people. The oonditious whicb 
** were prescribed to Micezkus, when we pre^ 
** ferred him to the sons of his brother^ have been 
^ broken by him ; and he is, therefore, iegiti? 
«* mately deposed/' 

This speed) induced Gasiroir to accept th^ 
^ucal dignity. Miceziaus, however, being re« 
duced to great indigence, supplicated hb broi' 
ther, who offered to resign to bim the crowns 
but the states refusing to place themselvea under 
the government of a prince, whom tiiey had.tk?' 
posed, opposed his abdication. Casimir was Ui 
requited for his generosity by Micezlaus, who 
continued to harass him by secret conspiracies 
or (tpen hostility ; whilst the fornter, brave and. 
merciful, ceased not to conquer him, nor to grani 
him repeated pardons. Casimir died at CracoWf 
and was*^nsidered as tlie best, the mildest, most 
tibcral, just, and amiabie prince, thalrever filled 
the 4hfohe of Polaod* 
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He was succeeded by his son Lech V. ^ j^ 
somamed the Fair, vfhom Micezlaus at 1I94; 
length compelled to yield him possession 
of the throne, to which he canned back all the 
▼ices that had befare caused his deposition. He 
was on the point of being again dispossessed, 
when death, accelerated by his debaucheries^ 
anticipated the interference of his subjects. It 
was a maxim with this prince, that "a sove- 
•* reign is not bound to observe his oath, except 
" when neither his safety, nor his advantage) 
* requires that he should violate it.*' 

On the death of Micezlaus, the crown ^ j^ 
was restored to Lech, who did not enjoy {206, 
it in peace and tranquillity, being inces- 
«antly distracted by domestic and foreign wars* 
The Tartars, having made an irruption into Po- 
land, regarded neither sex nor quality, but ra- 
vaged with fjre the provinces through which 
they passed, and massacred all the inhabitants 
whom they could not drag int<i captivity. Of 
those who escaped, the nobles fled into Hun- 
gary, and the peasants sought an asylum in the 
recesses of the forests, and the most inaccessible 
places. In this situation was Poland, when 
death put an end to the misfortunes of Lech, 
whose reign was the most inauspicious in the an*- 
nals of that republic. It is said that he fell the 
iacrifice of a Action. 

He was succeeded, however, by his ^ ^ 
*>n Boleslaus V. surnamed the Chaste, 1225! 
who was opposed in the sovereignty by 
^Is uncle Conrade, the son of Casimir. He^h^d 
also to contend with the Teutonic knig^,'^who 
were obstinate and formidable enemies ; and, be* 
ii)g at that time in possession of Prussia;Covetc4 
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the frontier provinces of Poland* But Bole 
extricated himself out of these difficulties, 
after a long reigii, of which we have receiv 
A. D ^^^ particulars, left the crown to 
1279! ^I* bid kinsman, who was sumaim^ i 

Black, and whom he h^d adopted. TJa 
feign of this pi'ince was replete witli dpr 
|U)d foreign troubles; and, as he died wit 
issue, his prown was contesjted, and hif dc 
nions were exposed to the horrprs 9f civU diMkrl 
cord. If 

^ J) Heniy, sumamed the Holiest, triunii^^ 
1290. ing over his adversaries, seised the { 

throne, and was acknowledged duk^ «| I 
Poland. He was descended from the aoca^ii^ 
family of Piastus, and reigned about five yeaftk 
at the epd of which he was taken of^ by poison. 
A, D. ^^ ^^^ death he left the crown to Preiiii«f 
1$^, l^us, his relation, who was also fi dfr 

scendant of Piastus* Poland l^ad lo«| 
pearly all its >pkndour since its pHnce^ h^d 2>5eo 
deprived of the c^gal dignity. Premislaus kne^ 
the influence of pageantry on the minds of tb« 
{>eople, and, therefore, assumed the title W 
^ing, with aU the insignia of ipy^Uy. Tbif 
measure, boji^ever, did not screen bim from H^ 
attempts of a rival, named Ujiadisiaus, who pp«r 
^es^ed only distant claims te the ^.ccession^ 
These two princes confined themselves each tQ 
a distinct portion of the kingdom; but when 
Uladislaus III. in consequence of the vio^i4 
^ jy death of Premislaus, in which he bad 
1299! taken no part, had an opportunity of 

liniting the whole under bis sceptre, and 
«f becoming solp soy^reigu of Polanc}, b(^ W4i 
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itp^Bed on account of his i^ces. No ^ ^ 
lOoner was the throne v^ant, than it 1300* 
Iras offered by thfe unanimous voice of the 
people to Winceslaus, king of^Bohemia, who 
'tjtffnmcnced his reign by persecuting with rigouf 
Oie deposed monarch and his adherents* The 
Wesj however, becoming disgusted with his 
mal^dniimstratibn, and his preference of the 
Bohemians, permitted Uladistaus to re- . j. 
Bscend the throne, on his promisingHo re- 1305 [ 
ibrm his conduct^ and to behave himself 
suitably to hfs station. He afterwards acted as a 
wl^e and prudent kmg, and caused the nation to 
fcrget the errors of his youth. 

His son Casimir III. samamed the ^ ^ 
Oreat, succeeded him in the throne. His 1333* 
fcther had advised him to place no confi- 
^cc in the promises of the Teutonic knights | 
>M Cashnir soon found reason to adopt his sage 
twinsel. But he defended h?s frontiers against 
them on tlie side of Prussia, and also repelled 
them on that of Russia* He formed a new code 
of laws, wbich he committed to writing; for 
before the time of Casimir, the Poles had only 
^ral'tradilions. In embarrassing cases, the for- 
mula of an Oath .was delineated on paper, and 
delivere^l into the hands of the party who was 
to pronounce It. If, in reading it, he hesitated, 
or made a mistake, he was immediately consi« 
^ved as guilty ; but, in any event, both parties 
paid large fines to the judges. Casimir resolved 
to reform these abuses, and ordered that the 
^hole of the costs should Ml on him whose ob«- 
slihacy, injustice, or desire of tyrannizing ovef 
Vkis fellow-subjects, had occasioned tlie Iaw-suit» 
This prince was a model of integrity, wis* 
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dom, aftd finideiict ; but it is a roproack 
memorV) that he divorced his queen^.asidT 
vated in her stead an aitful and intriguing^ 
tress. • -.^jp*-' 

"ad Casimir had been careful to contimM 

l37o! ^^ Polish suceession in the fannily «f 
Piastus, and adopted such measures tha% 
after fais deathy Lewis, king of Hungary > • iiSitA\ 
nephew by his sister, was declared by the dictV 
sovereign of Poland. During the reign of tlie 
late monarch, Lewis had sworn to observe. t» r 
pacta conventa, which greatly restricted his a^.-r 
tbonty. His partiality to the Hungarians ^j^gd f 
cited the jealousy of the Poles, who, nevei^«i|^ ? 
less, quiedy acquiesced in his administradon. V i 
^ ^ On the death of Lewis, the states «%i 
1384. sembled and elected his daughter H.e4* I 
wiga, on condition that she - should ndt '] 
marry without their approbation. She* iv«sf l 
scarcely seated on the throne. before ^seven^ | 
neighbouring princes sent to demand her in mftiW j 
riage. William of Austria attended in person^' j 
and captivated the princess by the beauty of hik 
figure, his magnificence, and polite addresa; 1 
but the diet refused to consent to a unvoiv whic^ ' 
might render Poland a dependent provinoe*^ 
Jagello, duke of Lithuania, also demanded tbe 
queen in maniage by a splendid embassy, ai;id 
his proposals seemed so advantageous, that, not** 
withstanding Hedwiga's predilection for Willianr 
of Austria, the Poles obliged her to bestow her 
hand on the Lithuanian. The nuptials were ce* 
lebrated with the greatest magnificence ; lagellp, 
according to agreement, was baptized in tbe 
.Christian faith, and assumed the name of Ula- 
dislaus ; and the dutchy of Lithuania,, was for ever 
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Uttiexed to tfte crown of Polaadi bot not «• a dc- 
peadent prcnince. 



CHAP. ir. 

Avm the &ctmcHon of the Famify tf Piaetuey to 
' the Mdication of the Throne by John Cammir* 

T TLADISLAUS IV.» no sooner as- ^ j^ 
\J cended tbe throne of Poland) than 13^8. 
lie proceeded to effect a change in the rcU- 
&xm aentimentaof the Lithuanians! who were at 
\hU UiQfr Pagans, and wor&hipped firey trees, ser* 
Rents* aiid other reptiles^ in their obscure fo- 
vests, and who, it is thought) sacrificed humaa 
victims. He killed their serpents, cut dowa 
their forests, extinguished their sacred lires, 
^UQoyed their tera{^s, and demonstrated to 
tli^m the impotence of their gods. At first 
they expected that the signal Teogeance of hea- 
ven would be inflicted on the perpetrator of 
ftoe acts; but seeing that he received no in- 
)^Vf\ they readily en^raced Christianity, were 
^Kkptized in the Christian faith, and instructed in 
the doctrines of Jesus* 

Uladislaus having left a great number of 
prints in Lithuania, returned to Poland, and 
^onsiitnied his brother Skh'gelio, viceroy of 
^ d|||{;by« This last measure he had cause to 
itgret* Sjui^ello was cruet, ambitious, and of 

* By some he is called 4be fourth , by others the fifth, of 
that name ; a circumstance that considerably embarra^cs 
the history of his predecessors. 

Vol. XXIL P 
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<^S6Qlute • inann&rB; The kmg jas^bciated^vdjlt 
him his cousin Vitowda, a prince of an^amiafal^ 
character ; and also joined to them, in the g^ 
vemment of the dutchy^j his-brother Swidrigeilq^ 
The different inter«sts and dj^signs of ihesi; 
princes occasioned -grez^idiiBtlirbances in Lithl^ 
ania, which extended to Poland itself. The 
Teutonic knightS) availing tbeitiselve* tof tfaesd 
disordersy made successful irruptions into 4iie 
country, and wrested from Poland many of it» 
provinces. Uladislaas having raised a mHnerouf 
and formidable army, penetrated inta . Pni^is^ 
and, engaging the knights^ in a general- iuUtl^i 
obtained a signal victory. Had he pursued -^It 
advantage, it is probable he mt^t hav:e >giv^» 
a fatel blow to the order; but certain ea^l 
cbat were fofmedat his couit indbeed hiuk t» 
conclude^ a treaty of peace with'- the ktMgii£s« 
After ft prosperous and glorkus- reign, Uladis;^ 
kius paid the last debt to nature, and was la^« 
mented by his subjects) wh» equally admired* 
the qualities of his head and the viitues of im 
heart. I 

^ On the death of the late king, his len 
1435. Uladtslaua VI. who was then in thenitith 
year of his age, succeeded to the crown 
of Poland. This piince had scarcely ascended 
the throtie of his father, when the '^nrtars made 
an irruption into Poland, and de^plated the' 
country. A few years after, the ambition -ef 
the Turkish etnperor AnMirath induced^^litb 40 
invade Hungary, which engaged the Poles ia a 
war with that monarch. Uladislaus was so 
earnest to signalize his courage, against the infi- 
dels, that he took the command of the army 
before he had attained the age at which tlie 
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fbn&tttution of the ttsite allowed him to nssume 
the reins of government. In eorjjwnction with 
the ValiSilit 'fiunniades, he defeated Amurath, 
«lid obliged him to sue for peace, which was 
etmcluded by mntiml oaths ; and the' Hunii:a- 
rmnsi charmed with* the valour of the youihful 
ffionarch^ confe^i^d on hitn their crown. 
•• "Th^ pope's legate, wh6 had 'resided with Ula* 
IRslaus 'during the Whole of thia religious wary 
insisted- that- this was- a fa^^ouk*able opportunity 
*» -hu^^ibling the? Ottonvan power. He insti- 
^tfed' the* king, thferefore, to a rupture of the 
iSrkvitfy Imd ^baofred him from' the tic; of his 
oath. The consequence was a sanguinary war; 
"aanM-i:he famcyu^' battle of Varna, in* which the 
Polrsh monarch, who was tben only nineteen 
'yeai'S • of age, fell 'coteredr-irtdeed, with some 
^lopy,- bdt suttieU! With the disgrace -of perjury, 
mud' haviftg icaftely worm the two fliadtenis, ex- 
cept to- ftel tSifift; thorns. By hi« aWe peinshed 
'the- eardinal k?gate^ ^he person really gutUy «f 
<be pei-jurf, sinde he had abused the chtdulity 
trf the youttg prince,- and= itppelled him to vio- 
iate his'odth.' 

* ftnfnediitcly after the unfortunate bat* ^ j^ - 
He of Vama^Oashni* Hl-brotherof the' 1^43"* 
late king, was elevated to the regal dig* 
ftky. = This pHrice defended -his dominions fi«om 
%bfe Turks by • covering the- fmntier provinces 
with garrisons. The tj^ranny of the Teutonic 
•ftni^hts' had i^tidet^d their government insup- 
pdrtable to the 'Prussians, who took up arms, 
•and Were pwtected by Casimir. The king de- 
.ledted lh6 knights iu a> general engagement, and 
«ompellecl them to conclude cl treaty of pefate^ 
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by which th^y ceded several prpvinces to tte 
Polish monv it* 

The cro\in of Bohemia becoming Tacanty the 
barons bestowed it on Casimir's eldest son, Ula- 
dislaus, who ivaji also elected sovereign of Hun- 
gary. During the present reign, the depiitie* 
of the provinces first appeared in the diet, and 
claimed a participation of the legislative power, 
which had been hitherto exercised by the king 
and the senate* Casimir rendened the Latin lan- 
guage common among his countr}'men, by an 
edict which enjoined the nobles to study it» 
This prince died more esteemed^ th^ re* 
grelted. 

Of the four sons of Casimir, Uladislaus, the 
eldest, was universally excluded by the Poles, 
who thought him already too powerful in pos- 
sessing the crowns of Himgary and Bohemia* 
Sigismund the second, was opposed t^ thedujk^ 
of Mazovia, who had gained to his interest the 
archbishop of Gnesna. Each of the two par- 
ties, finding it impossible to succeed, compro- 
mised the difference, and united in electing Cap 
simir's third son Albert, who was dc- 
•A- ^* clared king of Poland ; but being of a 
1492. ^gj^j^ constitution, he did not long enjoy 
^is dignity. 

After the decease of Albert, Sigismund again 
offered himself a candidate for the vacant 
throne, and was again re/ected. Motives of 
policy induced the Poles to make choice of Alex- 
ander, the fourth son of Canmir, and 
-*• ^- duke of Lithuania, for their sovereign. 
1501. YYiQ constitution of this prince was not 
snore strong than that of his brother Albert. 
He was a patron of "the liberal arts; bat he 
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^iqliand&redf the revenue in such' proftisfon, that 
J» iinpose thicaceibrirard a check on the expeh* 
jjBWjp capiMces hf their -so vcrcigb> the states enacted 
a law,, called the '^Statute of Alexander,** by 
^ which the monarch was prohibited fixjm dispos- 
•Ing of thetevenue of the crown, without the cop* 
^nt of the senate ov diet.. With the approbation 
qS thj^ FoIe»» he bequeathed his dominions to 1^$ 
'j^ther'^g^tsmund* 

. At the time that this prince was raised 
to the sovel^ignty, he resided in Lithu- ^'^* 
inia, the govemn^ent of which had been 
confei^red on hira by the late king. His first 
^f^re was to reform several abuses in the admi- 
nistration, and to enforce the *' statute of " hi* 
brother Alexander, which revoked injudicious 
•grants,' and such donations as seemed prejudicial 
40 the public interest. He found that the richest 
^ demosnea- of the crown -were mortgaged, and 
.-that most of the revenue was bestowed on inge» 
^[UOjUs artist^ He redeemed the lands, and re- 
|i^nched the pensions within the bounds of mo-' 
ider^tioD. '^ Learned xatn and artists," said he, 
^/*' are desemng of encouragement; but we 
jr*' otight^tiet to re'ward them too profusely." 

Casimir III. had compelled the Teutonic 
tolghts to do homage to the crown of Poland 
for the possession of Prussia. The marquis of 
Brandenburg, whp had been elected grand- 
fDQ^er, at fo'st refused io i>erform that ceremony ; 
-i)ut, having- embraced the doctrines of Luther^ 
he was obliged to separate iiimself from the 1 eu- 
tontc order, and, therefore, entered into a treaty 
with Sigismund, who granted him half of the 
.province of Prussia, in ijuality ' of a secular 
duke^ and a dependant on the crown of Polantt^ 
P 2 
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By tbis means he depnved the kn%ht^ bftbv^ 
most valuable part of their dominions, and * re» I 
strained the ambition of those restless neigli«*'- 
bours. 

Sigismund is said to have been one of the. 
greatest monarchs that ever filled the thr6ne of 
Poland. In his epitaph, ii?hich was not com- 
posed in the language of exaggeration, he was 
stiled the " conqueror of the Russians, Wala- 
*^ chians, and Prussians," and obtained the ^till 
more honourable appellation of the " fathpr of 
" his country." But he saw with regret the 
daughter of his brother Lewis married to tho 
emperor Ferdinand, by which means Hun^ary^ 
Bol^mia, and Silesia, were for ever lost to the 
. house of lagello, and annexed to tht heredi&ar]r 
dominions of the house of Austria, his jrivalf 
Sigismund lived to the age of eighty-three yearsy 
jm and was remarkable for micommon bodiljr 
strength. i 

Previously to his death, he had proK 
:^* ^' cured the election of his son Sigismund 
I U sumamed Augustus, who now asceodf 
ed the Polish throne. While religion, or rather 
superstition armed the powers of Europe against 
each other, Poland alone enjoyed profound re^ 
pose under the wise administraitou of a princet 
who was the worthy successor of his renowned 
parent. He thought it was paying too dear f^ 
^knowledge to purchase it at the expense of hur 
' man blooid. He was only once engaged in war, 
^land that was agaipst the Russians; and, al- 
though he was victorious, he offered them 
peace. He merited the esteem and affection of 
his subjects, on account of the interest he took 
in their happiness and wclfi^rc He governed 
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Pefond as a good ^Either goveroft his (kmily. His 
life ^ould be spotless, if he had not, when civ 
feebled by old age and infirmity, ..suffered hina* 
self to be, ruled by a favourite mistress, who 
occasioned his deviating from the paths of vir* 
tueand froni the line of sound policy* In him 
ended th^ aaale race of the family of lagello. 

On the death of the late king, a variety of 
iRtrigues were set on foot at the courts of Viennai 
France^ and Saxony, each of which aimed at 
raising a prince of their own nation to the. throne 
o£ Poland. The whole kingdom became ft 
scene of faction, confusion, and corruption. 
The emperor Maximilian considered it beneaUi 
tbe dignity of the imperial diadem to solicit 
votes for the election of his son, who, he ima- 
gined) would be invited by the states to fill the 
throne of Poland. But tlie Poles, disgusted 
with the arrogance of the house of Austrisi 
threatened to punish with death those that 
i^uld recommend a prince of that family. The 
Qzar of Russia offered to inc^porate several en- 
tire provinces with Poland, if they would elect 
him} but they dreaded his arbitrary and des» 
potic disposition* The young king of Sweden, 
who Uso appeared on the list, had embraced the 
Coctaines of Luther, and thereby rendered himr 
self odious to the catholics. The duke of Pfusr 
sta was of a wef^ .constitution, and incapable of 
governing. The elector of Saxony was a proN* , 
testant, and moreover a German ; and the latter 
nTcutastance was extremely disagreeable to the 
Poles. A marquis of Anspach, and a waiwode 
of Transylvania, also exerted themsslves in th^ 
diet. 
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In the niiJlst of these intrigues^ Jo2iA Craflodti) 
«. Polish geqtleinan: of exiraordinaiy- mefit^ .but 
^imtmitive slature,' returi^ed from France,- w^ 
ther he had travelled for improvement. His M^ 
lities had recomoieaded him te the notice oft^* 
tharinfe ^. Medicis ; and' -owing- tnany obltga^ 
tions to the doke of Anjoif^ he exog^erajted .tll^ 
virtues of thafc prince.^ - ImpfeUecV-by ctiriositjfi 
4he Pole& flocked aboi^t the- tfarelter, lanh gree- 
dily listened to his account of the magntficeiice 
of the French court, and of the aehtevement^of 
l^ie duke of AnjouyWho, -he ^aid, had ci^ushod 
ihe head of faction^ exhibited his valoHi* inikt 
field* and became the glory add the bulwark of 
his qoui^ry, 

■ It is- not known whether Crtisoski had bee$i 
Icommissioned by Charles IX. to trumpet for^ 
these '.praises, or obeyed the 'suggestions of htS 
own zeal. ^3ut sevefoSgrandeeSf palatines, "w«i- 
Vode^and filftrosls, struck with the charact«p of 
the duke of Anjou, conceived the itlea of hei^ 
ing the civildis^Frtions-of* the kingdom, l^y-*^ 
fering him the crown. These sen'^ments : were 
encouraged by Cmsoskif who retun^ed to France^ 
by- order of the -principal persons in* Poland^ *«td 
acquainted the- king and queen^ Catharine, thfit 
^nly the formality of an > embassy was- wanting 
to procure Uie crown for the duke of- Anjod^ 
Accordingly, negociators were sent by ttie 
. French court to Cmcow, where they exf>enen<^ 
such' a reception as had been promised by^ Cvft* 
toski» They granted every thing that the Pofes 
demanded : security for tl>e maintenance of the 
laws- ;• payment of the late king!s debts from the 
trei ^ury of j^ ranee ; presents to the liobles ; 'and 
a fleet in Uie Baltic to assist Poland against Rus- 
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m» It was also stipulated, that the young mo- 
Bsix:h should many the princess Avmmj Sigt» 
mood's sister, who was now advanced in yeaim 
On this article Henry, refused to decide, till bit 
arrival in the Polish dominions. 

No sooner were the conditions •€• ^ jj * 
ceded tp, Him> Henry de Valois was J574,' 
procla^n^kingof Pi^and, and received 
-hy the states with universal effusions of joy* 
The Poles were equally charmed by his majestii 
Wf and by the graces of his youth* They 
were delighted by bis manners, his persuasive 
eloqaence, and the-fiuency and elegance with 
which he expressed htmself in the Latin tonguey 
their favourite language. Scarcely, howeveis 
was Henry put in possession of the throne of 
-Poland, when he became heir to the crown and 
dominions of his brother. Queen Catharine had ' 
informed him of the death of ChaHes,,and the 
necessity of his immediate return. Henry could 
not think of relinquishing the crown of France 
for that of Poland ; ' and, aware of the im- ^ ^ = 
fKwstbility of retaining both, he deter- 1575,' 
mined to resign the latter. Leaving, 
therefore, the &r hopes arising fi-om the esteem 
4ind confidence and affection of his adoptive sul>> 
jects, he returned to his native country, and im« 
jpnerged into that ocean of troubles in which h< 
finally lost his life. The Poles, not without rea* 
son, thought themselves insulted by tfie prefer- 
ence which he gave to France, and insisted that 
he should instantly resume the Polish sceptre, or 
abdicate the sovereignty* In vain did he offer 
lo divide his time between the two kingdoms : 
they informed him^ that, if he did not imme- 
diately return,' they would formally depose bim^ 
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and elect' an^dier* moHavcb. Ac€ord?n^y9 
aUktes having rassembled, Henry was sol^i 
diverted of the re^l: d^(nitf^ ^nd the th 
debltred ▼acant* 

Maximilian now thought that a fair oppoW 
tunity pitsseatcd itself for Te€OveHng^'wb«t- he 
had lost' the preoedliig year, bffi^s f4«c1itertHI 
and arrogance. The fa«!on,^howfev^rf-'in-'^lfii 
&vouri agreed that it would be better to c*ift* 
the crown on the emperor himdelf, • Chan ori hfe 
ton, as the dignity of the^ imperial ffiadStA 
srouid gfte.a sandioii tbi their elebtiony' Mtd 
destroy the hopes of:.wrd*y"'C*ber cottipelftWi 
This optoioii 'Wd^ embraced bf the, ^tnske^- ai^ 
the states {iiy>clainied Ailsxf^iKan kinjgof Poland 
luid dttke of lidiaatiia* In imitaUohs howefeiS 
o£ the tribuAes *of aneient Rome, wh^ had the 
power of. opposing the - dec^^es of the senate^ a 
PoKfih: gentleman, named ^ephen* BatorfJ pf«^ 
tested against. the elottion of>'ihe emperor,- aM 
declared ittiJiegaL - B^tori was snpiJorted 'by* d 
strong party,' which brought: hini forward -aafc 
candidate for the throne ; his mefit> hi a pHVait^ 
station .appeariftg eufRcient to coAntert^lftneft 
the splendid, birth of an Austrian prince* ' Hi 
Jiad received his first education tn ti campV^hef^ 
his courage, a^lrty, and prudence, gained 'him 
the^steem of the soldiers^ and high toraJiderAf 
lion among the people* The sovereignty of 
Transylvania having beccHne vac&nt,' Batori 'Wa* 
nominated >to it by universal Consent, ^thlHiC 
lolictCing that honour* In like manner, his ta* 
lents and virtues' opened to him the way ^ thf 
Polish throne, which he did "^bt court, thc^gl 
J^ aeioed the occasion* when i^' presented HselT 
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putin^. nboiit cort«iA cpndkion?, Baton 157^! 

ai^pegred on the 9pot9 married the prin* 

cess Anne^ and was declared king^ of Polandi by 

tbe.f 



The.cziu- of RuMuu thinking .the present op^ 
})OitUDlty iavouiable for extending Jiis domt^ 
nms^ and for revengiiig the preference given to 
iSeqry.de Valoia in thfe preceding el«clion» at* 
tsck^ the territories of Poland with the savago 
ferocity x>f a barbarian* His aoldiersy not con-* 
tent with butchering their enemies, tortured 
them» and made them expire in the agonies of 
^cuel and lipgering deaths. Such was the hoi^ 
lor inspired by their perfidy and cruelty, that 
the inhabitants of Wender chose rather to bury 
thems^ves in the ruins of an untenable towui 
^ani surrender to so inhuman an enemy. They 
sank ^iaes: under their houses, and, when they 
could jio longer resist the attacks of the Rus* 
%iao8, destroyed the props, and boldly descend* 
ed with their wives and families into thoso 
graves. Batori marched with a numer- ^ j^ -. 
ous army, and attacked the enemy, whom 1578*. 
he defeated with great slaughter, but ex- 
ercised humanity towards his prisoners* 

The king having established the public tran« 
qjuiUity, turned his attention to the civil go* 
rernment of his kingdom; the administration 
ofjusticei and the formation of laws* The 
measure, howeiver, that reflects the greatest 
glory on the memory of Batori, ^as his disci<* 
plining the Cossacs, and attaching them to the 
Polish crown. This people, as their name im^^ 
ports, deduce their,. origin frgm some banditti 
that fled from the neighbouring countries, and 
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settled in the islttiids situated in the BoAMUaCugg. 
They lived by founder, and made incursiotit 
into Tartary and Turkey, and sometiones &{>• 
proached the very gates of Constantinople* They 
soon extended their territories, and became a 
poweiful people. The Cossacs are strong^ and 
robust, and so attached to liberty, as to be im- 
patient under the mildest restriction. They sub- 
sist during whole campaigns on a kind of blade 
biscuit which they eat with garlic They are' 
brave soldiers, usually fight on horseback, and 
are unacquainted with the art of intrencbm^n^ 
their waggons being their only fortifications* 
With these they surround themselves, ad^'ance 
behind this moving fortress, sally forth from it 
with impetuosity, andj when repulsed, retreat 
to it, and defend themselves with obstinate var 
tour. Such were the men whom Baton resolved 
to render serviceable to Poland, and to civiltase 
and instruct in the ai*ts of war and peace. He 
united them in towns ; but left them in posses- 
sion of their useful habits-— their attachment to 
a hardy life, regardless of the inclemency of the 
seasons, and their more than Spartan sobriety* 
He established among them all kinds of traded 
and manufactures, then known in Poland* 

The character of Baton is said to be exactly 
delineated in the following curious epitaph; 
« In the temple, he was more than a priest ; ia 
*^ the rei3ublic, more than a king ; in pro* 
<' nouncing sentence, more than a kwyer; la 
<' the army, more than a general ^ in battle) 
^ more than a soldier ; in bearing adversity^ 
<< and in paixloning injuries, more than a man $ 
*< in defending 4he public liberty, more than a 
<* citizen ; in cultivating friendship, more that 
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* a friend; In social ititercoursc, move than so« 
^ ciaftile ; in huTitin^ and subduing wild beasts, 
**niore than a lion; and, in every other re- 

* spect, nnore than a philosopher.*' But, not- 
withstanding his philosophy, there was a vio- 
lence m his disposition, which transported hin« 
to excesses bordering on frenzy. To a pa- 
roxysm of that kind, which he experienced on 
the receipt of some bad news, is ascribed the 
cause of his death. 

On the decease of the late kin^r, Po- 
fend was involved in fresh scenes of con- ^'r^^' 
fiision. Though the Poles had e>:peri- 
tnced so good a nK)narcb elected from an^.onp; 
fhemselvcs, they were not cured of the folly of 
seeking a mlcr in foreign countries. The conv 
petftors for the crown were Maximilian arch- 
duke of Austria, and Sigismund prince of Svvc- 
fcn« Each of these had a separate party, 
Which prodaimed its respectire candi- ^- ^* 
date king of Polaml, and duke of Lithu- 
ania* A war ensued between the two rivals; 
and the army of Maximilian being defeated,., he 
was obliged to quit the Polish territories. A 
tnore decisive action soon after took place, in 
tfhich the archduke was made prisoner. Sigis- 
mund imposed no other conditions on his rival, 
than a renunciation of his claim to the crown of 
Poland* 
^ Sigismund HI. surnanied Dc Vasa, wa<> 
now firmly established on the Polish ^'^^' 
throne. Notwithstanding tljys distresses 
Which Polaml had siiffered from the contention 
of the two rivab, she experienced still more and 
greater calainfties, when, on Sigisraund'a ele- 
vation to the sotercignty of Sweden, slie was 
Vol. XXII. Q 
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obliged to assist him against his tincle Chariei^ 
who endeavoured to wrest from him the scepd-e* 
Perceiving, however, that it would be vain l» 
prosecute the war against Sweden, with the view 
of dethroning Charles, the Polish monarch | Tira» 
seized with the ambition of obtaining the Riis« 
sian sceptre for his son. In this attempt^ new 
distresses were heaped upon Poland, which suf*. 
fercd additional misfortunes, when Sig^rs-> 

^'fm "™'^"^' swayed by his attachment to the 
' house of Austria, entered into an aggres- 
tive alliance, and drew down on his kingdom the 
vengeance of the Turks. 

Unfortunate as were the last years of this 
prince's reign^ he certainly possessed a virtuous 
mind, and considerable, abilities both for the field 
and the cabinet* His reputation, however, was 
diminished by his loss of the crown of Sweden 
and of the imperial diadem of Russia ; and it 
must be confessed that an obstinate adherence 
to his pretensions and prejudices led him into ir- 
retrievable errors, which proved fatal to the tran- 
quillity of his cduntry. 

Uladislaus, the son of Sigismund by a firSi 
wife, was considered as presumptive heir to the 
crown of Poland, though the constitution re- 
quired that an assembly of the states should de* 
termine the succession. John Casimir, how- 
ever, was supposed to entertain hopes of being 
raised to the sovereign dignity. The queen his 
mother, who was second wife to Sigismund^ 
made some attempts in his favour ; but the gc* 
nerosity of her son destroyed the measures of 
this ambitious princess: Casimir despised the 
idea of supplanting a brother, and put himself 
at the head of the nobility, who declared for 
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Ujadislaus. The states, therefore, be- ^ p 
iog unanimous in fevour of that prince, he u'-jI 
was declaimed king of Poland, and cwwu- 
«d accoixiingly. 

Uladislaus VII. was scarcely cstablWhcd o« 
Ac throne before an occasion demanded the ut* 
most exertton of his abilities. The Russians, 
^pecting^ to profit by the unsettled state of the 
Polish government, made an irruption into Po- 
land, and desolated the territories through 
which they passed. The king advanced againsi 
ihe enemy with an inferior number of troops» 
and attacked their lines. The battle was ^ jj 
obstinate ; but the Russians were at 1634' 
length driven into a narrow defile, where 
•they were obliged to>ubmit to the terms impoA- 
^d by the conqueror. Uladislaus also obtained a 
signal victory over the Turks, who had attacked 
jkis dominions. 

In order to punish a chief of the Cossacs, 
«named Kymielniski, for improper behaviour, 
the Polish governor surrounded his house, which 
he set on ^e. The wife and infant son of Ky- 
■mielniski perished in the flames; but himself 
escaped, excited his nation to arms, and ravaged 
Poland with the fury of a man thirsting for re- 
ven^ne, and exasperated by his wrotigs. The 
W kingdom was reduced to consternation by 
iho. barbarians, when Uladislaus sickened of a 
malignant fever, of which he died. 

He was succeeded by John Casimir, ^ j^ 
.tvho had been educated among the Je- jg^s! 
-suits, had taken their habit, and pro- 
inounced his vows. To absolve him from these, 
Xhe pope made him a caixlinal. It is also sus- 
pected that his father Sigismund had been a Je^ 
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suit ; and the same opinion is entei takiecl of hiii 
brother Uladi&laus : at least it is known that th«i 
Jesuits possessed great authority, and had occa- 
sioned luuch disturbance, during the last reigi> 
Ti)e hatred which U^e nobility bore to the 
whole society, fell heavy on a prince) who bad 
once been a member of the community of Jo^ 
SU8. He vtaBf however^ elected kxnfjp of Po 
land. 

John Casimir was no sooner establi^ed on the 
throne, than he expi'essed hia disapprobation cxf 
the measures pursued with regard to the Coa^ 
sacs. To the nobility, who urged him to t«ke 
the £cld in person, he replied^ that negociatioB 
was preferable to war ; that the Poles were tba 
first aggi'essors ; that they ought not to have set 
fire to Kymieluiski's house ; and that it was their 
duty to make reparation for the injury. Th« 
nobles, therefore, resolved to act without lu» 
consent, and marched an aimy into the Ukrainei 
where they were defeated by the Cossacs witii* 
gi^eat slaughter. Casimir concluded a treatjT 
with tliis people, and promised to • renew tlie 
tribute to their chief, which had been aboiisfaed 
during the last reign. The Cossacs, however^ 
violating this agreement, the ^ king attack- 
ed them, and compelled them to sue for 
peace. 
^ P The Russians, taking advantage ©f the 
165'S, present confusion, invaded Poland with 
a numerous army ; and, as if the repub* 
lie had not been sufficiently embarrassed, . 
Charles Gustavus, who had long harboured an*- 
.bitioua designs against this country, determined 
to as&ist in completing her misfortunes. The 
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Swedish monarch was joined hy a great 
Bumber of Cossacs, and discontented fg\P* 
nobfes, who resented the lenity of the 
Polish sovereign. The Swedes, however, wer? 
at length compelled to evacuate Poland, and to 
retire into their own territories. 

But the tranquillity of the country was again 
soon disturbed by the animosity which existed 
between the king and the nobles, who determin- 
ed to decide their differences by the sworrl. Forces 
were raised on both sides ; and Casimir, unable 
to bring the people back to their duty, collected 
a sum of money, which he transmitted to France, 
whither he went to enjoy that peaceful life, which 
itts own country had refused hini. 



CHAP. III. 

Prom the Resignation of John Casimiry to the JtCr 
cession of Stanislaus jiugustiis Poniatowskiy the 
last king" of Poland. 

THE resignation of Casimir, involved 
the nation in fresh scenes of discoixl ^gg?' 
and confusion. It was not without reason 
considered as an abdication of the sovereignty ; 
and the nobles, therefore,, assembled for a new 
election. But as they had not all patticipated 
in the dissatisfaction given to Casimir, they se- 
parated into factions, drew their swords upon 
each other, and threatened not only the free* 
dom of suffrage, bit the destruction of the re- 
public. At length, however, a calm succeed- 
ed, and the assembly proceeded to canvass the 
l&erits of the several candidates^ who were 9^9 
Q2 
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forei^wrs. The foi^emost on the list was the 
son of the czar of Russia, who had been edu- 
cated tihcr the Polish fashion^ spoke the lan- 
guage, and had adopted die manners and usages 
of the country. The most powerful argument, 
however, in his farour, was an army of eijjhty 
thousand men, which was stationed on th.e fron- 
tiers to await the decisions of the diet. The 
€zar also promised that his son should embrace 
the catholic religion ; that he should publicly re- 
nounce all claim to the crown of Russia ; that 
Kiow, and all the places conquered from Poland, 
should be restored ; that four millions should be 
paid into the treasury of the republic ; and that he 
would furnish an anny of forty thousand men, to 
prevent the other candidates from disturbing the 
peace of the kingdom. 

These proposals were considered as advantage- 
ous, but they were accompanied with menaces 
yfhich rendered them disagreeable, and esccited 
the resentment of the whole Polish nation. As 
the Poles, however, were not able to oppose and 
resist so numerous and powerful an army as the 
czar had stationed on the frontiers of the king- 
dom) they considered it as more safe and pru- 
dent to act with caution, and to give no unne- 
cessary umbrage to the court of Russia. Wish- 
ing, therefore, to gain time for their purpose, 
they found means for not declaring immediately 
in favour of the Russian prince, and amused the 
czar with specious appearances. The other 
candidates were the dukes of Lorraine, of Nen- 
burg, and of Cond^. The friends of the last 
were considered, as the most numerous and pow- 
eiful, and it was thought that the diet would de- 
lerrame ia his favour. But many nobles bek^ 
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•teusetl of having heW private meetings, and 

eabiiHed in favour of the prince of Cond^, the 

•ssemMy was fired vrith indignation, and deemed 

iiiai incapable of obtaining: the crown, on ac« 

toQQt of his endeavouring to procnre it l^ uo* 

constitutional means. At length, the palatine 

of Kalish spoke as follows : " Will any of these 

" princes, after his election, acknowledge his 

obligations to the suffragans, or distinguish 

and reward those who have hazarded their 

* lives, and spent their fortunes, in elevating 

** him to the throne ? No ; gratitude is a virtue 

not belonging to sovereigns ; |ind policy might 

" dictate, that the opposite &ction should be 

preferred for the sake of establishing unani- 

" mity among the people. Let us then choose 

from among our countrymen a ruler, who, 

** by the ties of nature and interest, will be 

** careful of our rights and privileges. Are there 

'** none of the members of the republic worthy of 

" being raised to the supreme dignity ? With- 

** out acknowledging our own demerit, and con- 

"^ fessmg that Poland has no subject deserving of 

** a throne, we catmot invest a foreigner with the 

" insignia of royalty." 

This speech operated powerfully on the people, 
^me of whom immediately pronounced the 
name of Michael Coribut Wcisnowiski, that 
had been nominated by twenty palatines and 
.noblemen. The suffrages in his favour were in- 
stantly very numerous, and he was elected with- 
twit opposition king of Poland. It was, how- 
;^ver,^ matter of surprise to see a person raised 
to the throne, who claimed no pretensions on 
Account of merit, and who was poor and in nar- 
^w circum'stances. lie was^ indeed, collate- 
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rallf descended from the house oflagellO) bi^ 

had been reduced to great distress, by the ' 
which his father sustained in the war with 
Cossacs. 

The disposition^ of Weisnowiski 
^' ?^' tranquil and unambitious, and be wa 
greatly surprised that he should be elect^l 
cd king ; but his astonishment was increased orira 
being dragged to a throne extemporarily erecteM 
in the midst of the assembly. He burst intoy 
tears, alleged his incapacity, and entreated that*- 
they would not exalt him to that hig^h rank.:* ' 
where he must become the sport and laughter or^ 
the nation. At length, however, he was obliged ' 
to acquiesce in the determination of the people f 
but both the king and his subjects were alike 
astonished at his election. 

The czar of Russia, incensed at his son's dis-' 
appointment, and the duplicity of the Polish de- 
puties, who had long flattered him with hopes, 
and soothed him witli promises, determined to 
i^venge the insult; and, not satisfied with the 
discontent of the Cossacs, he entered into a^ 
treaty with the Porte, by which it was agreedi 
that the Ukraine should be ceded to the sultan, 
on condition of his assisting the czar against the 
Poles. Accordingly, the Russians and Tartai'S 
having united their forces, advanced imp Podo- 
jia, and laid siege to the fortress of Kajniniec, 
which, though strongly defended, was sooijl 
obliged to submit. Nothing could equal the con-* 
sternation of the wliole kingdom, when the news 
arrived, that Kaminiec had surrendered to the 
enemy, though no provision had been made for 
its security. The people blamed the senate, w|^ 
endeavouring to remove the odium from theii- 
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^res> charged the kiog with inattention ao4 
n^ect, ihough it was evident that the short 
duration of his rfign had precluded bim frotn be^ 
coining sufiicienlly accjUdiniL'd with the ttat« of 
th« gariisans> and with any aiTairs, civil or mili^ 
tarf. Hecrimination 'took place of action; and 
DO troops being raised to oppose the farther pro- 
gress of the enemy, the king was compelled to 
laake a disadvantageous peace, of which all th« 
htame was thrown upon him : PodoHa was ceded 
to the Cossacs ^ and Michael agreed to pay thie 
fiultaa an annual tribute of twenty-two thousand 
ducats. 

This agreement it is probable the king would 
have strictly observed, had the enemy perform- 
ed thjeir engagements; but, instead of retiring, 
they advanced and besieged Leo^iold, which was 
% stcongly defended by fifteen hundred men 
that the /ri^rks, who were informed of the aj>- 
|Mx>ach of a Polish anny, wei e under the neces* 
Mty of raising the sieget John Sobieski, the 
^rowQ.general, who had been informed tha( 
^he Turkish allies were extremely dissatisfied 
with their conunander, attucked the enemy 
with a ve;ry inievior force, and after an cngage»- 
ment, which eqntiuucd for three days, succeed*- 
.ed in gaining a glomus and complete victory^ 
Not .more U)an fifteen tliousand of the whole Turk- 
ish army, which, previously to the commence 
inent of the battk, exceeded three hundred thoi*- 
sand meo, effected^theu* escape. The defeat was so 
complete that, had the Polish general been suf» 
ftred to proSt by his success, tlie suhan would have 
bceB obliged to f<H'ego the tribute which had 
heen imposed, and the Cossacs to give up Podoi* 
lia*, biitthe Pi>les9 revising to couiinup longer ia 
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the field than was required by the laws of thi^ 
country! returned home, and left the king to c®8Jj 
elude a peace with the enemy, on such termtf lil^ 
he could obtain. The chagrin occasioned by djiK 
conduct of his subjectSj hastevied the period of flipr 
•overeign's death* • <*; 

The disease of the king opened a new scetsf • 
of cori*uption, intrigue, and faction. SobiesU^ 
though victorious against the Turks, did ndt ^ 
think a triumph a sufficient claim to entitle him 
bpenly to enter the list for the crown. He hlit .• 
secretly aspired to it after the retreat of Casimti'l j 
but the high consequences of the other appll* i 
cants had prevented him from declaring himself ! 
a candidate. In the present vacancy of th^ 
throne, the savie line of conduct was pursued, but 
the event was different and more successfoh 
He alternately enrolled himself under the ban- 
ners of the different competitors, enfeebled their 
parties, defeating one by means of another, UQ^ 
til, at the opportune moment, he announced his 
intentions. No sooner was he nominated; than 
great numbers immediately gave him their suf- 
frages. Almost the whole diet yielded to the 
current of popularity, through fear, inclination, 
or a desire of obtaining the favour of a man, whO| 
it was evident, would soon wear the diadenu 
^ost of the Lithuanians, however, opposed his 
election, and entered protests; but, finding re^ 
sistance equally vain and dangerous, they sub- 
mitted, and joined in proclaiming him king. 

John Sobieski no sooner ascended the 

frv? throne of Poland, than he exhibited an 
* instance of his generosity and benevo- 
lence, by voluntarily providing a mainteiianc^ 
fyr jlhe queen-dowag;er> who vicdently opposed 
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kis.ieleTation* He also declared his Intentions of 
coDtinuing the vrar against the TurkS) and undeN 
look to maintain at his own expense a bcd^ of 
oee thousatnd fcM>t-soldiers« The senators, noblesy 
ami great men, were encouraged to iniitate his 
example, and provide for the security of the re- 
public. His ardour for resuming hostilities in- 
duced him to postpone his coronation ; nor did 
be accept the honours of that solemn ceremony, 
until he had by two years of victories, obliter- 
ated the disgrace of the last treaty, and secured 
the tranquillity of the kingdom. 

Having -concluded an advantageous peace with 
the Turks, Sobieski applied himself tore-establish 
the finances of Poland. He was, however, mak- 
ing continual preparations for war, by which he 
excited a suspicion, that he wished to extend the 
prerogative of the crown, and to render the go- 
vernment in some measure military. He con- 
tracted wiih the emperor Leopold a treaty of 
offensive and defensive alliance, by which the 
parties- agreed to assist each other against the 
lurks. This convention, and the disturbances in 
Hungary, dissipated the gathering storm, and 
convinced the Poles of the necessity of keeping 
the army on a respectable footing. No great 
length of lime elapsed before the knig was called 
upon to fulfil his engagements with Leopold. 
Vienna was closely invested, and on the point of 
filing into the hands of the Turks, when Sobi- 
eski, in consequence of the most pressing letters 
from the emperor, took the field with twenty 
thousand men, and marched to join the imperial- 
ists, who were commanded by prince Charles <rf 
lorraine* 
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Hav!ftg iJeKbensrttd on the proper ttliM^irA'%^ 
be pursued, the united army, which ^ifyioumed tititf 
■ J. to fifty thousand nien, passed the Dfem^ 
1683.' 0^ <^^e ^^th of September^ amd by naif- 
row defiles gained the heights of Schal* 
lemberg without dppositlBn, Sobieski in persofl) 
at the head of a body of horse and hussars, At- 
tacked the viader's camp, and put the Irft Wing 
of the TurkiHih army in the greatest consterna- 
tion ; while prince Charks,.with the impcriafistk, 
broke the Turkish right at the same time* The 
victory was complete and decisive, arid' Was 
ascribed to the abilities and bravery of Sobieski, 
and to the valour of the^ Poles, whom nothtii|^ 
could resist. 

But though the king of Poland had thus conw 
felled the Turks to raise the siege of Vienna, h^ 
Was frigidly thanked for his services by the end* 
peror, who, at an Interview which followed that 
memorable engagement, insisted on the prece* 
dency due to himself. But the general esteem 
timply compensated Sobieski for the coolness 
and concealed jealousy of the Aiistrians. Hav- 
ing returned to his oWn dominions, he did not 
experience that happiness and satisfaction which 
he had a right to expect. By his care arid at- 
tention, the police had been re-established, and 
the laws resumed their vigour ; but these very 
circumstances were displeasing to the nobles, 
who regretted that their tyrannical domination 
was restricted within the bounds of justice ; for 
Which reason they omitted no opportunity of ex- 
pressing their discontent. The great object of 
Sobieski*s policy was to place his son in the suc- 
cession ; and for this purpose a diet was assem* 
bled at Grodno. The prince attended in person, 



,y Google 



jpttid expected to be seated under the same canopf 
with his father ; but the mal-Gontcnts, under the 
niask of patriotism) opposed the measure as un- 
constitutional ; and the king had the mortifka- 
iion of being convinced that, at his death, 
the sceptre which he had introduced into his fa« 
mily would not continue in it. 

Popular clamours disturbed the reign of So- * 
bieski, who had once been the darling of his sub-* 
jects, and the admiration of surrounding nations* 
It was asserted that alt his views concentrated in 
amassing wealth ; but, when we take a review 
of his character, it seems more than probable 
that this accusation was insidious, and unjust. 
In the latter years of his life, he paid too great 
deference to the counsels of his queen, who was 
a native of France, and a woman of refined in- 
tellect) but bold, passionate, and capricious. 
The conduct of the king, however, was occa- 
sioned, not so much by weakness, as by his weari- 
ness of the government, and the disgust arising 
from the contradiction which he experienced. Not 
SuSidently attentive to conceal his resentment, 
he suffered the nobles too clearly to perceive his 
disHke of them ; and though impolitic in that 
instance, he is acknowledged to have been in 
every other respect a wise and deep polilician. 
In a word, he was to Poland what Vespasian was 
to Italy : both rose by the same gradations and 
the same virtues, from the command of armies 
to the sovereignty of the state ; and both were 
reproached with the same failings, and probably 
With equal injustice. To conclude the character 
of Sobieski, he was well acquainted with science ; 
and his eloquence was no less admired in the 
senate, than his> valour in the field. In addition 
Vol. XXII. R 
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to hift native Iai^^uag«^ lie uoderaieocl tht ha^ 
the French, the lUdiaiH tlie. German, and aop 
veral Turkish difJects. He died of an apoplexgf^ 
after a ceiga of twentys-two years; and was 
justly considered as the most accooiplished so» 
vereign that ever sat on the throne fd Poland 
A. D. 1696. 

The predilection of the queen-mothf^ for her 
second son, and her efforts to procure him^pht^ 
rality of suffrages, to the prejudice of the eldeci 
proved injurious to the interests of both^ Bgr 
the conduct which she pursued, she neaHy\kwl 
all her influence in the diet assembled for tbii 
election ; and what Iktle credit remained she 
sold to the party of another candidate. By t^i 
means, the number of competitors was tnseost* 
bly diminished ; and from six, as well natives am 
foreigners, who had stood on the lists in the bot 
ginning, after about a year passed in intrigue^ 
they were reduced to two — Frederick* Augustus 
elector of S^ixony, and the prince of Conti» 

Matters being in this situation, the noble^ 
tvho amounted to one hundred thousand men, 
assembled on the plain of Warsaw ; each pala*- 
tinate being divided into companies, and ranged 
under their proper banners, with all the etecton 
on horseback, armed with lances. Their lock^ 
their carriage and demeanour, announced the 
great object of their meeting, and the impor- 
tance which each considered himself to possess. 
To create a king I And to see a possibility of 
himself being the person chosen I Nothing was 
more capable of exciting lofty sentiments ; and 
there was not an individual, Umong the hundred 
thousand electors, who did not possess that power, 
and might not indulge that- hope* 
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' The senators htTing taken their stations) each 
in front of his division, commenced their ha- 
rangues ; and the bishop of Plocsko was yet speak- 
ing, when the nobles^ (Jf his palatinate exclaimed, 
•*-Long live Conti/* The name instantly ran 
from mouth to month, and was re-echoed by the 
J>alatinates of Siradia, Rara, and the three dis- 
^ict gowmtnents of PrusKia. The election was 
On the poim of being confcluded, when the pala- 
tine of Culm exerted himself in an extraordi- 
nary manner, and at the hazard of his life pro- 
nounced the word " Vct^^'* which immediately 
•topped the proceedings of the assembly. He 
entered his protest against what had been done, 
Ited inveighed against the bishop of Ploczko, and 
tlie chief of the opposite party, whom he de- 
nominated violators of Ihe constitution. The 
tarncstneas of his reclamations, and the argu- 
ments which he advanced, induced the assem* 
Wy to postpone the election to tire ensuing day. 
The intervening night was not a season of tran- 
quillity : every engine of calumny and intrigue 
^»^a pat in motion ; and a greater portion of the 
t«ne was devoted to drinking than to sleep- 

At the break of day, both parties presented 
themselves nearly equal in strength. The one 
l^roclaimed Contb— the otb.tr Frederick. Confu- 
sion succeeded to the heat of faction ; and as it was 
impossible to collect the votes, the primate pro* 
posed that the party of Conti should range them- 
selves on one side, and that of the elector of Sax- 
ony on the other. This proposal was immediately 
embraced, and so great a number appeared on 
Ihe side of the French, that the Saxons became 
alarmed, and redoubled their diligence, but could 
Mot eqtjal their adversaries. The French interest 
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appearing to prepomlerate, the primate wai re- 
quested to proclaim the prince of Conti king of 
Poland ; but the resolution of the opposite partf, 
and the fear of bloodshed, induced him to defer 
the decision of the question, and the meeting was 
adjourned till next day. 

On the morrow the nobles re-assembled, and 
the intrigues of the imperial minister, and of 
the palatine of Culm, united all the small parties 
that had declared in favour of other competitors^ 
and raised the Saxon interest to nearly an equa- 
lity with that of the French. The primate, Jioir- 
ever, was prevailed on to proclaim the prince of 
Conti, and declai'e Louis de Bourbon king of 
Poland, and grandduke of Lithuania. He then 
repaired to the gi^eat church of St, John, where 
." Tc Deum," was sung* The bishop of Cujavia 
embraced that opportunity to proclaim Fredcrick- 
Aiii>ustus with the same formalities, sung " Te 
" Deum" in the field of election, and the next 
morning celebrated it with more pomp in the 
church of St. John, where he administered the 
oath for observing the pacta conventa to the im- 
perial minister, in the name of his master the 
elector. 

Each party published manifestoes^ maintained 
that they had themselves strictly observed the 
constitutional regulations, and accused the others 
of having violated them. To the war of pens 
succeeded that of sabres. The pope's nuncio 
blamed the bishop of Cujavia ; but as he had 
himself been bribed by the elector's money, his 
indignation was not extreme, nor did he carry 
his respect for religion beyond the bounds of 
prudence and of his own interest. Certain it 19 
that the election, on both sidesj was unconstit^* 
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iBMnl mad illegal. It was, however, not to be 
{decided by equity^ Iwit by intrigue, mooefy or 
.the sw6rd« The prtfxuUe proposed to refer the 
dl^Ssrences that subsisted between the two qptn- 
«|iedtors to the decision of another diet ; but be- 
ing over-ruled, he wrote lo the elector of Saxony 
that the prince of Conti had been elected, and 
'tiierefore requested that he would relinquish his 
^ctakn to the crown, and thereby restore peace 
aad tranquillity to Poland* 

' But Augustus, having an army in the neigh* 

'bourlKXKl, and being well provided with money, 

.|»id little regard to this request, and procured 

• himself to be crowned. The ceremony accord* 

•ingiy - cotnmenced, and a pompous procession 

was made to the church of St. Stanislaus, where 

^the conlesftion of faith was read, and the sacra- 

ta^nt adtnlnistered. The crown was placed on 

the head of the elector by the bishop of Cujavia ; 

'9Uid the Ceremonies being finished, he received 

the homage of the nobility and gentry who 

-▼ere present. The prince of Conti, who was 

Accompanied by only a stftall detachment of 

'Frenchmen, and who was disappointed of the 

Lithuanian troops, whose aid he had been taught 

^to expect, abandoned all hopes of obtaining die 

-c?oWn, relinquished the project entirely, and 

tetumed to France, notwithstanding the expense 

""and trouble which this undertaking had cost the 

^ourt of Versailles. 

' The departure of his rival brought a fresh 
•accession of power to Augustus; and several 
MIstiicts acknowledged his sovereignty, and took 
the usual oaths of fidelity. A greater number of 
the nobility joined him, and declared the legality 
•Of ^is. election* The army? which had hither^ 
R 2 
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rejected with dMlntithe pecuniary offers he 

-made) sent deputies to swear obedience to tlso 

new sovereign ; and proposals were made by tbam 

king of Sweden and the c2ap of Russia to assist 

hfm with a nuTnerous and powerfii! body of troofi«ri( 

^ jj Thus did Frederick- Augustus gain th» 

1697! election, and was acknowledged by th» 

diet, and by all parties as king of Poland* 

His ambition impeUed him ^< to purchase repent*^ 

ance," at a dear rate, like (those whose passioii 

led them to Corinth in the days of Lais. 

We have not marked the epoch when, from a 
monarchy, Poland became a republic; and the 
precise period would perhaps be difficult to aa«- 
certain. By insensible degrees, the republicaa 
principles were introduced into the monarchical 
constitution, by means of restrictive conditions 
imposed on the candidates* They are denomi* 
nated pacta convcnta^ and are charters of liberty^, 
which the people are ever disposed^ to enlarge^ 
and the monarchs, on the contrary, to abridge* 
Hence a struggle, which has constantly k^t 
Poland in -a state of disturbance and disquiet. 

In ratifying the election of Frederick- Augustus, 
even his own partisans limited the number of 
forces tl>at he should be allowed to intix>duc.e into 
Poland, and specified the circumstances which 
should authorize him to require the assistance of 
his Saxon troops. But though his sovereignty was 
in general acknowledged, the king did not think 
himself perfectly secure without the assistance 
of soldiers on whose fidelity he could rely. And 
neither the terms of the convention were so pre- 
cise, nor the events so well foreseen, as to pre- 
%'ent him from hastening, under plausible pretexts, 
tl^e march of an army exceedini; the stipulated 
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i»rce, £t>m putting it' in posaesftton #£ the for^ 
tresses, and placing it in positions capable of gir* 
mg umbrage and uneasiness to the I'epubiic. 

These transactions happened under tlie new 
king, who surrounded himself with Saxons, be- 
cause, being his native subjects, he could place 
greater confidence in the hi than in the Poles; 
said, in order to attach them the better to his 
person, he loaded them with favours, and be^ 
stowed cMi them the most hicrative and honours- 
able offices of the state. The Saxons became 
extremely x>dious9 not from their own misoon* 
.duct, but from the jealousy which the Poles al« 
ways entertained of foreigners. In this state 
were affairs when the diet assembled, and de- 
maokled xhat the Saxon troops should be with- 
drawn. Augustus endeavoured to wave the re* 
quisttion by every art and intrigue ; but, finding 
the debates become serious, and fearing the con- 
sequences of a refusal, he assured the assembly 
that part of the German forces had received or- 
ders to quit Poland, and that the remainder 
would shortly follow them. Such was the po- 
- pularity of this declaration, that the diet con- 
firmed by unanimous consent an act projected 
Cor the safety and authority of the king, and an- 
iiexed a clause by which the most rigorous pu- 
nishments were denounced against those who 
sdu>uld make any attempts upon his person or 
dignity. But, notwithstanding the assurances 
given by the king to the diet, thC Saxon troops 
still remained in Poland. " To what purpose,** 
fiaid the Poles, ^' so many soldiers in the. time of 
" peace, utdess to enslave us?" In order, 
therefore; to elude the force of this objection^ 
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m^ to occupf tii« fnin^ of the publkt he I 
to pL«pare for hoatilides. 

Having secretly conspired with the czar tf 
Russia And the kiog of Denmark against Cliarles 
>XII« who 'was a noinor, and had not yet exh&it^ 
IMFoofs of his vakmr and abdiitiesi Frederick- Aw* 
^sttis declared war against Sweden under fiim^ 
pretences; but that 'contest, instead of ccmdri- 
buting to strengthen his authority, plunged huen 
peraonatty into an abyss of misfortunes. The 
Swede) who was equally politic and brave, £»-» 
meated the discontents in Poland. He attacked 
and defeated the Saxons near the Duna, sad 
compelled them to take refuge imder the can- 
-non of Biraen. This advantage inflanaed ^le 
-victorious Charles with the desire of exteoding^ 
his designs beyond the revenge which he at first 
meditated ; and he hoped by the end of the cam- 
«paign to dethrone Augustus. Vast and ideal as 
this project appeared, it was justified by tfae 
event, and, indeed, a variety oi cit^cumstancea 
concurred in rendering the issue of the war pe- 
•culiaHy unfortunate to the Polish monarch. 

The victories of Charles g^ve weight totbe 
manifestoes of the Polish confederates, whose 
manifestoes on the other hand, sanctioned bis 
• victories in the eyes of the nation. The opi- 
nion which the Poles had entertained of the 
king at the time of his elevation to the throne, 
was changed, because he was become unfovtu- 
-nate. To complete the embarrassment of tfae 
Polish sovereign, the Saxon troops were too &w 
in number to oppose the Swedes, and too much 
dispirited by then- defeats to contend irith an 
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^ftefny) whom they cjonsidered m inviociUe* 
Finally, to complete his misfortunes, the address 
ttid iDti'igue of the primate induced the diet to 
|«iss a resolution, \vhich declared Augustus de» 
|>rivcd of his right and title to the crown of Po- 
land, for having violated the liberties of the peo* 
ple> who by the pacta conventa were released 
from their oaths of obedience, and engageraentt 
of fidelity and allegiance. 

Severe and unexpected as this stroke must 
have been to the unfortunate sovereign, he -was 
not discouraged ; but hoped that some change of 
cipcumstance«) the tyrannical spirit of CharleS) 
the inconstancy of the Poles, his own perse- 
verance, and the interposition of the maritime 
powers, whose interest it was to check the as- 
piring ambition of the Swede, would operate in 
his favour. But though Frederick- Augustus dis- 
'played great personal bravery at the head of bis 
troops, he exhibited something worse than weak- 
ness in the cabinet. Posterity will ever r«- 
IHoach him with the sacrifice of Patkul, for* 
nierly a subject jof Charles, who, being dis- 
graced by that prince, threw himself into the 
arnQiies of the Saxon, had well and faithfully 
served Wm, and was^ basely delivered up by the 
Polish sovereign to the resentment of the Swc- 
tlish monarch) who put him to a cruel and igno- 
minious death. A princp may nd^Iy fall from 
the throne, when expelled from it by an irre- 
sistible force ; but meanly to kiss tlie hand 
which smites him, and drives him from diis seat| 
is the completion of ignominy in a monarch. 
Charles XIL having thus wrested the ^ .j^. 
. crown fvqm Frederick- Augustus, deter- |^04J 
mined Jto confer i( on a noble Pple^ naipe4 
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Stahblaas Leczinslu. When the diet, faotntefl^. 

was assembled for electing a new sovereign* thil^ 
deputy Icrozalski spoke with great spirity aiwi^* 
exhorted the Poles not to place their timiii]^^ 
upon record, and ti^ansmtt to posterity the ia^- 
famous submission they pud to a fopeig^ piificei 
This bold and unexpected speech Gonsi.derabifs ■* 
embarrassed th? Swedish general, who was pr»* 
sent in the assembly, and who threatened to rw- 
dace the deputies to reason by force. Nothin^»i^ 
however, could shake their. resoluticM), whi^h 
seemed to strengthen by opposition^ " Here/*^ 
■aid they, " kt us sacrifice our lives to the free** • 
« dOTO of our country, and prefer death to tfee/ 
•* loss of liberty.'* At length, the bishop of 
Posnania, perceiving that nothing could be- 
gained by threats or promises, exclainaedf ' 
" Long live Stanislaus Lecsinski, elected kitiff 
<* of Poland l" The nomination was echoed bf 
the Swedes, and a few of the nobility ; but the 
deputies entered their protest and retired. Thus- 
was Stanislaus raised to the throne by the inflfi-i 
cnce of a foreign power, without 8we€a*Ing to the 
patta conventa* 

Charles XII. imposed rigorous conditions oil 
tibe deposed monarch; and> besides compelKng* 
him to acknoM^edge Stanislaus as the legitimate 
sovereign of the republic, and to renounce all- 
rights to the crown and dominions of Pol^oidi 
required him to write a letter of congratulation 
to the new king, upon his accession to the 
throne. Augustus complied, and by the style ^ 
of his epistle evinced his regret, and the vio* 
lence which was offered to his inclinations. The 
plea of necessity . alone can exculpate him for 
this condescension; and even ^tM may M 
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indafficietit to rescue his character from 
tipe impniation of pusillanimity. Certain it is^ 
te joung Swede entertained so mean an opi* 
man of him that, accompanied oaly by fouv 
persmiS} he went to brave him in the midst 
of Dresden and of a numerous garrison, and to 
cafraod converse familiarly with him) while thQ 
dethroned monarch dared not to testify to him 
aay other se&timents than those of astonishment 
aod respect. , 

The event of the battle of Pultowa deters 

lOSDed Augustus to avow his intentions of break;- 

ii^ the treaty he had contracted with Charles 

XiL and of ve-ascending the throne of Poland. 

He therefore published a manifesto in justifi* 

cation of his conduct^ in which he mentioned 

the arbitrary and oppressive proceedings of the 

ViBg of Sweden, reasoned on the nullity of the 

election of Stanislaus, declared his intention of 

re-establishing himself on the throne of Polaad* 

and concluded with requesting the assistance of 

all Christian kings and princes. In the mean 

time, Stanislau«« who saw himself abandoned 

by his friends, his protector a fugitive, and his 

rival supported by the most powerful monarch 

of the north, was no sooner informed of the apt 

proach of Augustus to the dominions ©f the re* 

public, than he declared that, as he had taken 

the sceptre with no other view than the preser* 

vation of liberty, he was now ready to i^store it» 

{H^ded that saciifice would promote the tran? 

qutUky and peace of his country. 

Accordingly, having abdicated the 
throne, Augustus was re-appointed king ^*J^' 
of Poland. Stanislaus, who was of a 
mild and humane disposition, was rewarded for 
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those virtues by the good fortune of his ^sogft^ 
ter,'Who was married to Louis XV. king df , 
France. A donation being made to him of tUci 
dutch y of Lorraine, he there led a peaceful sanA 
retired life in the midst of the arts which be. 
had admired, and with all the honours of sove- 
reignty Unattended by its burdens. On tiw 
contrary, Frederick-Augustus reigned in Che 
midst of factions. Conspiracies were formtd 
against both his power and his life. He waSf 
nevertheless, a good father, a good husband, a 
sociable companion, and distinguished by such 
manners as suit a republic. 

On the* death of Frederick- Augustus, 

r73? Stanislaus Leczinski was re-elected king 
' of Poland ; but the emperor of Germany 
and the czar of Russia ^declaring the election 
void, the elector of Saxony, son of the late Po- 
lish monarch) was raised to the throne, under 
the name of Augustus III. Though Stanislaus 
was favoured, yet too little supported by France, 
whose monarch, Louis XV. had espoused his 
daughter, he. was obliged to relinquish his pur- 
suit. Nor did he, without incurring a thousand 
dangers, escape from the Russian and Saxon 
armies, which had united in favour of his com- 
petitor. It was not, however, till his title had 
been recognized by an assembly called the " diet 
of pacification,'* that Frederick-Augustus III. 
was univei'sally acknowledged as king of Po- 
land. After those first shocks, the reign of this 
monarch was tranquil and peaceable. 

On the death of Frederick- Augustus III. 

176?* ^^*^ic^ ^^^^ place on the fifth of October, 
' his son, who was become elector of Sax- 
ony, sued for the crown which had been worn 
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tfiibfil^erw V At this time<Ruaaia,.bf -theiper- 
tynaiieat conquest of Livonia,, by her infiueiice 
ip CourkLml, aqd by her prodigious militaiy 
lorcef mi^ht b« said, to .have fictjuired a domi* 
JieerlBg imd almost *irm8>istibl«> ascendency in the 
JlfiaifB of Poiand. Prussia^ after a war of seven 
•Hyeara, sustained under circumstances of un|)a- 
falleled wfenority, had extricated herself^ and 
^Ms becooie a power of the first consideration* 
.vThe peace of Hubertisburg kft the Prussi;in mo- 
SOfck at liberty to turn his views and efforts tHr 
.irards Waraftw* The deep and capacious mind 
of his brother, prince Henry, had seized, and di- 
gested in silence the project of the partition of 
iPeland. He communicated his ideas on tbe sUb* 
jcct to Frederick, who, after expressing his ad- 
Bitralibn of it in theory, was brought over to his 
opimon ; and they began to concert measures ibr 
-^ completion of the plan. 

The first step taken by the Prussian monarch 
in ihis affair, was artfully to flatter tlie new em- 
i>ress oC Russia, to awaken her vanity, and to 
*rtpreseDt to her the honour, as well as the ad« 
- Vantage, of giving a sovereign to Poland, after 
having placed herself on the thtxine of the czars. 
Catharine, who was anxious for every species 
^ glory, listened with pleasure to suggestion9, 
'^hich were calcttlated to make impressions on 
her annbitious inii>d. Impelled by her partial- 
ity ibr count Poiiiatowski, and, perhaps, like* 
Inse induced by her perfect knowledge of his 
character, she signified to Frederick her intention 
c^ elevating him to the throne. The court oT 
. Berlin having approved of the choice, Catha- 
rine's forces and treasures overcame all opposi- 
\ql. XXII. S 
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tion. On the sixth of September, tJt mM 
1764! candidate, supported by two pbw ^j^^ 

mounted by violence the throne of JP0k 
land; while the Russian ambassador, pritiiSfrt 
4lcpnin, became in fact the despot and the cf^' 
pressor of the Poles. 



CHAP. IV. 

From the jfccfssion of StardsUnu ^gustua 

niat(Av9kiy the last King qf PoUmdy to the fireseiU 
Time. 

IF ever any sovereign had reason to think his 
crown heavy and beset with thorns, Stanis- 
laus Augustus Foniatowski stood in that predi- 
cament. Born of a noble Polish family, his 
election, though efftcted by violence, might.be 
considered as not more illegal than the three 
preceding ones ; in each of which, Saxon, Swe- 
dish, or Muscovite troops, aided by gold, had 
raised the pretender, whose cause they espoused, 
to the throne of Poland. Apprehensive lest the 
monarchical party should prevail over the re- 
publican, in the mixt government of that coun- 
try, the diets had during a whole century atten- 
tively laboured to cil*cutnscribe the king's autho- 
rity witliin very narrow limits, and to diminish 
the revenues, and weaken the army of the 
crown. Poniatowski, therefore, on his. acces- 
sion to the thtx>ne> found himself destitute of 
money and of troops. The unfortuate kii^ 
retained little more of royalty than the name, 
and seemed only an instrument in the hands of 
tho court of Petersburgh. 
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; > iThc Prussian monarchy Mtentive to the ac- 
*«9niplishm£nt of his object, and who . by no 
•JHeans intended that Poland should sink virtually 
into. a Russian province, fomented discontent 
.among the Polish nobility, and secretly sti- 
linulaied them to throw off so ignominious a 
yokej and to. dethrone a prince, who was ille- 
gally elected, and who could not protect them 
{gainst the tyranny of Catharine. The insi- 
nuations of Frederick were successful ; and Po- 
land soon became a theatre of civil war, of in- 
surrection, and devastation. In oixler to main- 
tain Stanislaus on the throne, the empress quar- 
tered Muscovites and Cossacs in all the principal 
:cities ; while Warsaw resembled rather a Rus- 
mBXi garrison, than the capital of an indepen- 
dent republic ; and the troops equally awed the 
sovereign whom she had created, and the nation 
•which she oppressed* Accustomed as the Poles 
• had ever been to external interference^ they 
*ere not broken down to slavery. BeMstance^ 
confederations, insurrejctions, and civil war un« 
der every £[>rm, desolated the country ; while the 
•king remained a passive and helpless spectator 
of the ^lultiplied calamities inflicted on his un- 
Ibrtunate subjects. 

* In Poland were a number of sects, all com- 
prised under the general appellation of diaai- 
dtnts. The prevailing religion endeavoured by 
every possible means to suppress the dissidents, 
•who, on their part, incessantly laboured to ex- 
tend themselves. The catholics, however, who 
iWere the more ancient and more numerous 
. party, would have been victorious over their ri- 
^rals, had not the neighbouring powers interfered 
in the quarrel. Russia and. Prussia caused to be 
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presented to the king a memona] in farcttr b(£ 
the dissidents, for whom they demiinde«J, in a;^- 
imperious and pei'emptoiy manncrr, an indefinite 
frceuom of woi*ship, accompanied with cvei-y 
pnvilege which could render them equal to the 
catholics. Stanislausi considerably embarrassed 
by this requisition, af er several fruitless nego- 
ciaiions undertaken for the purpose -of appr xi- 
mating; the patties, i^efeired the business to the 
^ j^ decision of a general diet, which met at 
1768. Warsaw* and by a great majority re* 
jected the demands of the dissidents* 
But the latter being supported in their preten- 
sions by the two protecting powers, not coiisi- 
dermg themselves as finally defeated, formed 
confederacies in several provinces, and demand* 
ed that a new diet should be convened. Ac- 
cordingly, an assembly was held in the follow- 
ing year at Warsaw, under the canon of the 
Russians, who on this occasion, employed the 
greatest violence. They seized the bisliops of 
Cracow, and of Kiow, Several senators, and a 
number of grandees, who were carried off and 
immured in Russian fortresses; and the dissi- 
dents obtained every thing they wished. They 
immediately prepared to enter upon the enjoy- 
ment of the privileges, which had been forcibly 
procured, and which the catholics still refused 
to grant. Force was opposed to force ; and as 
the dissidents had confederated themselves, the 
others also formed what was called the Confede- 
ration of Bar^ from the place where they assem- 
bled. . Every individual wore his distinctive 
badge ; and no longer was it allowed to any man 
to stand neuter. 

During these multiplied ealamitiesi Poland 
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^xJiilHted a sceqeof .mortality^ insurrecXioP) ^ 
, carnage* Many, thousands died of the plag^u^ 
,The confedei^te nobles, who nuainlaioed the U- 
Jegality of the king's election, endeavoured at 
«OQce to depose him, and to expel their oppres- 
tSjors the Russians. Pecuniary supplies were fur- 
nished to them by Saxony ; and the plundel* of 
,sixch provinces or towns as refused to join thenni 
.contributed to support their troops* The flames 
were fanned by the cabinet of Berlin, and the 
insurgents were indirectly assisted with men or 
money by France or Austria. But though Ca- 
tharine was embarrassed by the war, in which 
the Prussian monarch had contrived to engage 
her with the Turks, she repressed the Poles, cut 
in pieces their confederacies, and asserted her 
superiority. The country was now reduced to 
so wretched a state, that Stanislaus scarcely 
esteemed himself safe in Warsaw, and durst not 
.venture a league from his capital. His situation. 
It must be confessed, was the most helpless and 
. humiliating that can weH be conceived. Owing 
•his crown solely to the power and influence of 
Russia, the least murmur, on his part, against 
the oppressors of his country, might have pre- 
cipitated him from the eminence to which he 
:had been raised^ Even his remonstrances to 
their outrages were treated with neglect, or 
heard with indifference. 

On the other hand, he had no resource in thjB 
loyalty or affection of his subjects. To the con- 
federates, who denied his title, and detested his 
•person, he could not fly- for refuge. Such, in- 
deed,, was the antipathy they had conceived 
.against him, that they rcsolved to put him to 
>eaih, as the primary author of all the calami* 
S3 
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ties which had be&llen their c<nintiy, and at 
a man wholly dependent on Catharine II. who 
was their enemy and their tyrant. They exe- 
cuted their purpose in part with astonishing* au- 
dacity and success ; though it is difficult to con- 
ceive what advantage could have • accrued to 
them, or to Poland, by the destruction of Sta- 
nislaus, had it been efiPected ; for the empresis 
would easily have substituted another phantom 
of royalty, had one been found requisite : and 
her numerous forces would have suppressed 
every effort on their part at emancipation. 
. jy As the king was returning, on the 

1771.' third of November, about nine o'clock 
at night, from paying a visit to his nncle^ 
who lived about a quarter of a mile from the 
palace, he was surrounded in one of the most 
frequented and populous streets of Warsaw, by 
a band of assassins ; who having compelled the 
postillion to stop, fired a number of shots into 
the carriage, several of which passed through 
his majesty's fur cloak. The night being ex- 
tremely dark, Stanislaus endeavoured to make 
his escape, but was seized by the assassins, who 
exclaimed, with hoirible execrations, •* We 
" have thee now ; thy hour is come I* One of 
them discharged a pistol at him so close, that 
he felt the heat of the fiash ; another cut him 
across the head with his sabre, which penetrated 
to the skull. They dragged him between their 
horses at full gallop, through the streets of War- 
saw, without encountering any impediment or 
opposition. A Russian sentinel, who was at some 
distance, and heard the noise, called to them*; 
but as they answered, or pretended to answer, 
in his own language, he allowed them to past. 
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The assassins perceiving that the king was not 
able to follow them longer on foot, and that he 
had almost lost his respiration from the violence 
with which he had been dragged along, set him 
<>n horseback* They then redoubled their speed, 
and arriving at the ditch or lines which sur« 
roand Warsaw, compelled him to leap his horse 
across,, in performing which the animal br(^e 
his leg. Having thus surmounted the principal 
difficulties, and got clear of the city, each was 
anxious to claim his respective share of merit in 
the execution of the enterprise* They imme- 
diately began to plunder him, and took away 
the ribband of the order of the " Black Eagle," 
which Stanislaus Wore round his neck, and the 
diamond cross appendant to it. These they car- 
ried to the confederates, as proofs that the king 
•was a prisoner in their hands, and on his way to 
the army, and committed his majesty to the care 
of seven of the band. These, however, losing 
their way, the king was left with only one of 
'the assassins, who, on the promise of Stanislaus 
of pardon and preservation, was at length in- 
duced to conduct him to a place of safety. Many 
of the guilty actors of this scene were afterwards 
taken and put to death. 

To the intended assassination of Stanislaus 
succeeded, in the following year, the actual 
^partition of his dominions. Fi:ederick IlL having 
completely embroiled the* Russians and Turks, 
at the same time that the Poles, exhausted by 
confederacies, added to the ravages of the plague, 
were incapable of resistance, turned his^ atten- 
tion to the court of Vienna, without whose con- 
sent and co-operation nothing could be effected* 
In a second interview at Neustadt in Moravia> 
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between the Prussian monarch and Joaepli Ik 
emperor of Germany^ who was acoompianied by* 
prince KaunttZ) the Austrian minister, thesub* 
ject was fully discussed, and Frederick succeeded 
in persuading the others of the policy or neces»i 
sity of a partition of Poland. They spread bofi 
lore them a map of the iU-&ted country, agreed 
on their respective shares, and fixed on the tract 
of territory to be offered to the empress .of Riu^ 
sia* These preliminaries being adjusted, the 
Austrian and Prussian ministers at Petersbui^gli 
signified to Catharine the determination of the 
courts of Vienna and Beriin, and insinuated) 
that if she refused to participate in the spoili 
their sovereigns knew how to compel her to ac- 
cede to the partition by force. The empress 
who was engaged in a war witli the Porte, which 
occupied all her forces, and drained her treasuryi 
could not but acquiesce in the proposal. ; 

Every part, therefore, of the villainous 
177? ^^^ being thus arranged between the 
thre^ royal conspirators, proper manifes* 
toes were prepared ; and, at a time when nothing 
less was expected, they were seen^ during a 
season of profound peace, to introduce, each on 
his side, an army into Poland. The mdnifestoen 
then published drew a picture, of the evils which 
afflicted this unhappy country— •murders, con- 
flagrations, violences of every kind, fanaticisms 
anarchy, which attacked public safety^ ruined 
commerce, and injured agriculture. It wa9 
then added that, '^ from the natural connexions 
^ existing between conterminous nations, the 
**' countries adjoining to Poland, experience thp 
^ dis^reeabie effects of those disorders* Dup- 
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■^ iffir sereral years back, they have been obliged 

** to adopt the most expensive measures fi>r se- 

*^ caring the tranquillity of their frontiers* In 

" circumstances so critical the courts of Vien- 

^ na, Petersburgh, and Berlin, apprehensive Jest 

''the domestic dissentions of Poland shoufd pro* 

^ duccchanf^es in the political system of Eu^ 

** popet unwilling, moreover, to abandon to' the 

* chance of events several provinces of the 

** republic, to which the three powers have 

** considerable claims, which they vriU juntify in 

** firofier time and place i having, therefore, re- 

*' spectivcly communicated to each other their 

^ rights and pretensions, .and rectfirocally sati^JU 

•* ed each other thereon ; make known that they 

•* are prepared to possess themselves of an equt* 

^ vaient, which shall be regulated in such man* 

** ner as henceforward to establish, between Po« 

** land and the neighbouring powers, more cer- 

^ tain and natural boundaries than those which 

^ have heretofore existed. And, in considera- 

^ tion of that equivalent^ the three courts re- 

.^ nounce all demands, pretensions, claims of in- 

^^ demnificatton, and interests, which they might 

*^ otherwise form against the pretensions of the 

« republic," 

. Such were the titles on which was founded the 
partitionary policy of these continental despots^ 
and which is without precedent in modem his- 
tory* I'hus was Poland deprived of large and 
^rtile provinces, which contained above seven 
thousand square leagues of territory, and five 
millions of inhabitants, and forced to relinquish 
«ne-batf of her annual income, by the arts and 
arms of Russia, Austria, and Prussia* In vain 
4id Stanislaus endearour to protract the dis- 
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membermeiit of his country. His struggles ^oniy 
Bianifested to all £uix>pe the helfriess cofiditioof 
of the Polish sovereign and nation. The threti 

partitioning powers compelled him tc^ 
' ^7'S ^^**^^o^® ^ ^"^^j* which they surrounded 

with troops ; and, though this unfortminate 
sovereign was conscious of the personal didho^ 
oour which he would incur by lending « himself 
to such a proceeding, he was at length otAig-ed 
to ratify his own degradation, by giving tothei^ 
usurpations the mock sanction of legislative and 
deliberative consent In this instance, we muist 
not too severely condemn him for his want oF re«* 
-solution, which could only have been ruinous tt> 
himselff without producing any benefit to hist 
country. 

Another meeting, which was held un*- 
• ^'li' der the same precautions as the former, 

gave to Poland a constitution which re* 
vived the abuses of the government \ and, among' 
others, the liberumveto: a privilege favourable 
to the fomentation of &ction, and incoropaittfofo^ 
with the principles of real liberty. The-misfor* 
tunes and partition of this unfortunate countrjr 
had, however, convinced all enlightened persons 
of the defects of their anarchical government^ 
the danger of an elective monarchy, and the ne* 
cessity of reforming abuses, which, notwithstand- 
ing the valour of the Polish nation, rendered it a 
slave to all its neighbours. 

Taking advantage, therefore, of a favourable 

topportunity.that presented itself, when 
^™ the two imperial courts were engaged 
• in war with the Turks, and when the 
•kings of. Prussia and England, wishing to in^ • 
i^-eas^ ths embarrassm«&ls of Austria and Ru^*- 
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iiftf ejtdted the Poles to this tneasurei they con« 
' T«ned ah assembly of the people. Never wai 
yiere seen more concord in the wishes, more 
unantmity in the deliberations; nor more de« 
•foledfiess in the sacrifices : the nobles renounc- 
ed their pretensions to the throne ; they opened 
to the middling classes the avenue to every em- 
^>yment; and all the citizens contributed to 
Create an artillery, artd pay an army. At length 
appeared the constitution of the 3d of 
May, which was- the result of a diet, ^•^* 
equally wise in its operations, and en- 
^htened in «its patriotiism. All the govern* 
ments.of Burope congratulated Stanislaus and 
the Polish nation, on this revolution, which ren« 
Acred the throne hereditar)', and sufficiently It- 
BUted the regal power. 

' The empress of Russia^ alone, opposing her 
personal resentment to the general appix>bation, 
resolved to overturn a constitntion which released 
Poland from her yoke, and wrested its prey from 
her ambition. . Frederick- Williaih II. who had 
applauded and sanctioned the measures adopted 
by the republic, and had promised to assist the 
Poles in case of hostilities, abandoned them to 
the resentment of Catharine* Under pre- 
tence of aiding: some disaffected nobles, ^- ^' 
irho were enraged at being deprived of 
their pretensions to the throne, she marched a 
strong army into Poland, and induced Stanis^ 
kus to receive the Russians as friends and allies. 
• On the sixth of January, the king of * 
^russia, with unblushing effiontet-y, and ^•^' 
in direct contradiction to the letters which 
' he had himself written, both officially and pri- 
ntely, to the uniortunate king, assetted that 



,y Google 



904 «a!Y'A«%» 

the change of government In Poland l|^,befii 
^ffccied without the know led ^ of the ^ n.cijjji* 
boiiri.ni; friendly, i>oweis. I9 tppcert, th^ercfv^ 
with the courts of Vienna, an^l .Pete;>l>uji:Mifi 
in onJer to anticipdte.dcsii^n^ which seeni^J. i^M^ 
to his interests, he, had re^o||k'ed% . he said? ^ 
send a suSicient body of troops iuto, ih«^,U;^ 
rilories of the .republic, ^nd.. pariicuUrJly. .ifitp 
Great PolauU, where ^he Vproceediafj^s ^ (J^ 
patriots wei'e.morc open i^nd avowed. . j\€i:pfjdp' 
ingly* the Priis-i^n fo|x:es^ advanced to ^^hooj^ 
and, bein^ refused, entrai.ice, u^taclfLed. ^d bvvffp 
down the i^ate, and dislod^^ed the niunici^N^ 
guard. This defenceless city: ej^bibitod Uj^ 
spectacle of 11 place taken by asi^iult; iiod,. while 
the ti*oops eniered it* the air. 1^ sounded. lyiUi 
their triumphant acclamation^* . Daintzick sUs^ 
submitted soon after to the Prussian^» and a gaj|- 
rison of seventeen hundred n^uen .Wfi^ . quactei^ 
upon the inhabitants. . • . . ^r-.ji 

During these viqlent and perfidious, proce^ 
ings, the confederated PoleSt .on.ithe tUird ^ 
February, published a protest i^giunst ' the & Q||^ 
trance of the Prussia^ tiXK>p9« and ^leciar^^d tbef 
Would enter into no views* which mi|>;ht.tt;nf( ^ 
dismember any part of. the Polish t^rritpist^ 
but, on the contrary, were ready, to: s^rij^ 
the last drop of their blqml ip defenc^ of ttu^ 
liberties and indepetidence, Xhey concluded 
by hoping* that even tl^e two ifnpenaL^iur|% 
and hU . other powers* would not behold wit|^ 
indifference a manifest violation, of tthcc ri^^ 
of nations, and .the open invasion of thje^^oso^ 
nionis of a neighbouripg'an4friendly slate. >-» 

The farther partUioa of tills iiofortuimte ccHHf 
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"bf was now n^diy appiy^aching. It was pr«* 
ceded by manifestoes from the royal robbers^ 
jostifytngt or attempting to justify, this shame- 
less division of their plunder by shrewd political 
(pretences. The declaration of the emperor of 
Germany, which was dated the i4th of Fe- 
bruary, was expressed in terms of great for- 
bearance, but ccmtained an absolute injunction 
fo the Poles, resident within his dominionsy 
quietly to regard the impending dismember- 
ment of their country. In March appeared the 
manifesto of her imperial majesty, which called 
in the aid of religion to sanction this atrocious 
act of rapine and injustice* As an inderaniii- 
cation for her losses, to provide for the future 
safety of the empire, and to prevent all future 
changes of government, the empress graciously 
made known her intention to take for ever under 
tbe sceptre of Russia^ certain tracts of land 
and ^eir inhabitants, specified in the manifesto. 
In this partition, the increase of the happiness 
of the people was asserted to be the soie object 
of her imperial majesty* What a religious re- 
gard to truth did the declaration of this pious 
and upright princess exhibit ! The manifesto 
of his Prussian majesty, which was published 
during the same month, echoed many of the 
former sentiments ;- and avowed that, in order to 
preserve the republic of Poland from the dread- 
fel effects of internal dissention, and to rescue 
k from utter ruin, no other means remained 
than to incorporate her frontier provinces into 
ti)e states of Prussia. He therefore designated 
the territory intended for that purpose, and ex*> 
horted the people within that boundary to be- 
come loyal and obedient subjects to Prussia* and 
Vol. XXII. * 
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to renounce all connexion with the crown of 
Poland. 

Having published these manifestoes, the mi- 
nisters of Berlin and Petersburg delivered 
notes to the Polish diet, and demanded the ap- 
pointment of a deputation to sanction the in- 
tended division of the country, which produced 
Violent altercations. At length, M. de Sievers, 
the Russian ambassador, ordered two battalions 
of grenadiers, with four pieces of cannon, to 
surround the castle, and declared that no mem- 
ber should be permitted to quit the senate, till 
the diet had consented to the treaty of partition; 
Surrounded by an armed force, and threatened 
with another invasion of Prussian troops, the 
Poles were compelled to authorize a deputation 
to sign the convention for the division of their 
country. 

The imperious conduct of the Russians, dur- 
ing their struggle for power, continued to ha- 
rass the oppressed Poles, and to drive them to 
desperation. The peasants were compelled to 
lodge and board the Russian soldiers, and to 
transport them from one place to another, with- 
out receiving the least remuneration, or any 
other return than brutality and insolence. The 
nobility and gentry were obliged to furnish 
every necessary for the army, at a price fixed 
by the Russians. It was not to be expected that 
a gallant and highly spirited people would tamely 
submit to a conduct which was calculated to ex- 
cite the indignation and vengeance of the great- 
est cowards. Nor would it occasion surprise, 
that there should be an explosion, not proceed- 
ing, as was artfully and basely pretended, from 
a jacobin faction, but from a virtuous endeavour 
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of a generous nation against the unparalleled op- 
pression of an enemy ; who, not' satisfied with 
the atrocities of which she had been guilty^ 
continued to plunge her poniards in the breasts 
of, those whom her ambition had plundered and 
degraded. The patriotic and martial spirit of 
the Poles, which, though smothered, had not 
been extinguished, was excited into action by 
incessant sufferings, and by the efibrts of the 
brave and intrepid Kosciusko, who, sprung from 
a noble family, exhibited in his countenance the 
energy of his character, and united all the qua- 
lities that can confer glory, and merit reputa- 
tion. Indefatigable, incorruptible, firm in ad- 
versity, moderate in prosperity, cool in- the 
midst of danger, feeling for misfortune^ gene-- 
mus towards his enemies, zealous in the Jove of 
his country, a strict observer of justice, evea 
during civil war and the fury of parties ; bold in 
his designs, resolute in his enterprises, and ra* 
|ad in his operations : he communicated his ar* 
dour to his companions, directed thetr exertions, 
tnodestly attributed to them all his success, and 
inspired at the same time, respect by his regula-* 
vity, and attachment by his amenity. Thus was 
he esteemed by the soldiers, the peasants, the 
f^entry, and the nobles: he conciliated opposite 
interests, destroyed rivalship, and, rallying all 
parties, directed their energy towards his sole 
object — the emancipation of his country* 

He corresponded secretly with the court of 
Warsaw, and with all those who were exciting 
a movement wluch he wished to effect, and gave 
them the instructions requisite for the success of 
this great undertaking. At length, in the month 
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of March, Madalinski, one of the conaG-. 
^in ^"^^^"^^ deputies of 1791, erected the 

standard of re?olt, and with eight hun- 
dred cavalry traversing the country usurped by 
Frederick-William, attacked tlie Prussian troops 
who opposed his passage, and penetrated into 
the palatinate of Cracovia, whither Kosciusko 
arrived from Saxony. All the citizens of Cra- 
cow assembled and signed the act of ioaur- 
rtction, and elected Kosciusko their general) 
who swore to be faithful to the nation, and to 
observe the laws and regulations that had been 
enacted ; and the garrison took the oath of fidelitj 
to the nation, and obedience to their leader. 

Frederick*- William, being informed of Ac 
PoHsh insurrection, deterinined to fight in peiw 
i^on, and marched into Pdand 4it the head of 
forty thousand troops. The intrepid Kosciusko 
having the boldness to attack so fbrmidaUe an 
ai-my, to which he could only oppose twelve 
thousand men, was defeated, and compelled to 
retreat into an intrenched camp, which covered 
Warsaw. The Prussian monarch having joined 
the Russians, invested tlie capital ; and, in order 
to reduce that city and subdue the troops that 
defended it, employed all the means of force 
And all the wiles of policy ; but the Poles proved 
themselves alike superior to fear and flattery* 
Aller continual and bloody engagements, which 
were not decisive, the king of Prussia com- 
manded a general attack, in order to force the 
Polish intrench mentn* The action was long 
and obstinate ; and Frederick-William, sffld the 
prince-royal displayed, on this occasion, great 
counige and bravery; but the resolution of the. 
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insuFgents triumphed over the valour of the 
Ruasis^os and Prussians, and xompelled them to 
rptire with los^t . 

Being informed that the Russian general, Fer- 

^spt9 ni^ditAted a junctbn with the forces, af 

piWArrovy, Koseiusko iram^diatdy mai^cbed 

^ayist Jtuni^, an4 ordered Poniatow^ki t6 dis^ 

pm^ .the pa:isage of the river, with the enemj^ 

■^i^^ latter^ however, apffered thejoa to cross 

srithqut .molestation, and did not rejoin the 

^aih jarmy .with his division* The commander 

iA liChjke^ deprived, of this succour, was attacked 

t>y general Fecsen; and> though the Hus^ans 

^ere, thrice the number of the Poles, the vlc- 

tpry was disputed during a whole day with the 

^fateat vigour and resolution* Twice did tiii» 

^^Uant J{.osciusko repulse the enemy ; and di9t 

played, in. this action, the talents of a general 

aJTld ^he bravery of a soldier* The prodv- 

Igles of valour which he performed rendered 

victory a long time uncertain ; but he feM 

pierced with wounds, and with him fell the for- 

tm>es of his country. He was taken prisoner 

fey the Cossacs ; who were no sooner informed 

^ his being Kosciusko, than they testified theif 

adn^iration of his courage, and their pity for his 

xytisforlunea* Opening his eyes, he learned his 

defeat, and. in vain implored to be p^ to death, 

wi^ich he.praferred toca^vity*. The Russianis 

traated him vi?itl» the respect due to his charaft- 

ter ; an<^ as soon as he cojuld eadure >^he f^igii^ 

of trayeilit>g> sput . him. to P^ersbuKg, . where 

the empi'ess, too much irp^itated, ts^ befgenevous, 

confined this^ unfortunate warripr in a dungeon, 

from which he was not liberated till after the 

death of Catharine II. Paul L signalized the 

T 2 
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commmicewieift of his reigii by gitdklfiif hhn liir^ 
freedoiw, and thi» magnantmotis ad of i^e em^'^- 
peror obtained the applause of smrroliadiBgi 
nations. 

The Poles, being informed of this tragical 
e^ent, testified by load lamentations then* es-^ 
te«m for the talents and Tirtties of Koschsikxv* 
and listened with confidence to the advtoe whidv 
he gave them from the place of his captivitf $/ 
for they were convinced that no nietittce couid'^ 
induce him to propose a raeaaurey wliiolft"w«a 
derogatory to bis own glory, and that of his 
country. Even while the Russians besieged the' 
capital, an the streets of Warsaw wene illumi* 
nated cm the birth-day of their unfeftunate ge- 
neral; and the Poles celebrated the remembrance - 
c^ his triumphs on the very eve of their -dn^^ 
struotion. 

The victory of Fersen did not abate the |iui>-' 
lie ordour: the most vigorous measares were 
adopted by the national council for thtf defettce' 
of liberty, and Wawrzecky was appoiined coo^' 
mender in chief. * But, though the coun^of the- 
Poles was unabated, the same genius did nol> 
preside over their operations : the Russfaftsde-* 
feated Zayontechik at Chelm ; and Su^rart^w/* 
having alnu>st annihilated the Polish attay m 
Brezesk, advanced rapidly towards Wtorsew^ 
Instead of imitating the prudent conduct of Kbs- 
c»isko, who always ^lept the Md, the refMto-^ 
Hcans retired within Hie' fortUkatiosie- tdf 4hir^ 
suburbs of Prague. Suwarrow ectacked tiwf 
place, and, ^itet a murderous assank, tnade^ 
hiinself mAstet of the city. Nine thousand gs^^ 
lant Poles pettsh^d in this bloody action : but' 
the carniit;^ viiUM(^««iK0«e4M tk^^yiotoiy fiomt 
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Cmp dver ^tarnish, the^ honoDfa- ctf^lh^^ j9y|jl•9iftl>!gl^^ 
nevak rThe bcmscs were piUagodb womoft yior • 
lated^ icIiHdrttn murden^d, . and thtrtyr. tlmisciiul 
▼ictlms fell a prey to the vengeance an4 fei?o- . 
oUj eC the BusBian aokliers* The inhabitants 
of Warsaw, who w«pe destitute of aitt mean» ^. 
defienc^, wete ohitiged to capitulati^, and seat I^ 
natsMft'Polocki taaegocifiie a treaty with the eon* 
quecora- The temiA be pmpo^ed were rejected f 
attd ^tABtslaiis Augustus^ who retained no moie 
iiAicnce with hia ne%hhours than authonty over 
h«i svbjeclSi ill vain endeavoured to'obtaia mild . 
and : henourahle conditions : the city was cpnv* 
peUftdlo yield to Ae mercy of Catharine. The 
PdMsb tmpa, refiiskig to submit) quitted Ww^ 
«aw ^ hut, being attacked ion all sides by the Jftua* 
euHMs and Prussians^ some were kiUedt aome wer^ 
dispersed, and others delivered up their arms to 
tfae^coiK^erors. MadalinsU, with a few resoivte 
foUowers, fled into Gallicia* Suwarrow promis- 
ed -ft complete amnesty, which Cathfoio^ did not 
fulfil* She ordered the Felish cfaiefiito be arrest* 
ed» proscribed all those distinguisbi^ by their pa^ 
triotisnii confiscated, their property, and erected' 
a tcrriUe inquisition that pursue4 their actions^ 
watched their thoughts, and punished this uq« 
fittrtuinto natioQifor alliUie virtues which it had 
diifd^yed. . 

^ lUlieved Iroiiv all obstacles, the courts of Vi« 
eMa^o BejfUn, aiKl Peteraburg, quietly divided. 
their ensaoguiried prey, and wished to annihilate^ 
•v4n the name of Pol^ : but history will eter<«' 
nise the gloqr of the vanquished, and the base* 
n«a% injusticei and tyranny of the victors^ ^ ^ : 
By an act sigoed at Petersburg on the {^^[ - 
third. otJmim* ^ ^mouwutod i(& 
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all the powei^ of XuropCf the three potentate* 
designated the limits of their {wssesoions Id. J^Ob 
landj which they entirely appropriated to theoo^ 
selves*.... 

From that moment, Poland, which had during 
more than one thousand years %ured in Europe 
as, an independent and frequently a. formidable 
state^ was d.egraded from her condition^ and 4e* 
^ jj prived of that title. On the sixth of Jao^ 
iW. ^n^) ^^^^ courts of Vienna,. Petersburg;^ am 
Berlin, -published an act by which th^ 
engaged to 'extinguish, by different means,, the 
debts of Poland, to discharge those of the kij% 
to secure to him the enjoyment ef all his patci| 
monial or accpired property, and to allow iu0^ 
an annual pension of two hundred thousand d^ 
Ciats. He received orders to fix his. cesideietfH^ 
at Grodno, from whence the czar Pasl L on .hif 
accession to the throne, invited the ill-fated .iiiQr 
narch to Petersbutg'-r-a scene that must doubtf 
l^iis have recalled to his mind the adventmfes of 
his youthy which seemed to promise a happieir 
destiny* He survived only a short tinie the &i2 
of his throne^ and the humiliation of his ooun* 
^ P try. He died of an sqxxplexyy at Pc- 
liss. tersburg, on the 1 Ith of April, O. S. It 
was destined that the same hand which 
had presented should bereave him of bitf 

* Brezesk became the central point of tb^ frontiers of 
tbese states. Warsaw feH under the dominion of the 
Prussian monarch.. The Vistula divided Prussia fiora 
Austria. The Bog separated Austria from Russia. Tbd . 
Keimen aiarlfied the limits between the Russian and Prus« 
siati possessions ; and one-half of the city of Grodno be* 
' longed to the king of Prussia, and the other to the em- 
pi-ess of Russia. 
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enown;^ and he would hare loBt it somewhat 
sooner, had it not been for the generous inter* 
vention of Potemkin, who saw, conversed with^ 
and conceived an ardent friendship for his ma- 
jesty, during the excursion of the empress t^ 
the Crioaea. 

The character of Stanislaus Augustus Ponia- 
towski, the last king of Poland, is neither 
^fficult to understand nor to delineate* As a 
man aiid an individual, he was certainly more 
amiable, and more the object of attachment 
and respect, than when considered in his regal 
capacity. In his youth, his person was hand- 
some, graceful, and elegant* Never was a 
pnnce more gracious, easy, and affable in hit 
manners and address ; which was the result of • 
natuml disposition, not the effect of artifice* 
But, when we contemplate him as a monarch, he 
evidently sinks in our estimation : he was 
amiable, not g^at; engaging, not imposing* 
Squally deficient in the strong powers of dis<* 
cemment, and in the vigour of mind which hit 
situation demanded, he was not calculated to 
direct the storm by which he was assailed and 
finally destroyed. He possessed rather a lively 
and pleasing than a solid and penetrating un- 
derstanding. The facility of his nature exposed 
him to deception ; and the flexibility of his 
temper was abused by favourites, who acquired 
and retained an ascendency over him. He sup* 
posed himself to resemble Henry IV. of France, 
in the leading features of his mind and body;; 
but, though some resemblance might be traced 
in the circumstances of the two sovereigns, Sta- 
nislaus unfortunately did not equal the French 
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monarch in wisdom, firmness, heroic valour, dis*^ 
cemment, and above all, in frugality ; and his ta« 
lents were more calculated for the calm than the 
tempest ; for domestic privacy^ than for the in^^ 
trigues and bustle of a court. 
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SWEDEN. 

CHAP. I. 

De8criftiion oj Sweden, and its history till the Accet- 
sion of Eric XIL 

THE kingdom of Sweden includes that ex- 
tensive tract of country which, lies be» 
tween Denmark, Norway, and Russia ; and 
which is bounded on the east by Russia, the Bal- 
tic, and the gulf of Finland ; on the south, by 
the Baltic and Sound ; on the west, by the De- 
sert and the impassable mountains of Norway ; 
and on the north by Norwegian I^apland. It 
extends from fifty^five degrees and thirty mi- 
iwites to sixty-nine degrees of north latitude; 
and from the twelfth to the thirty- second degree 
of east longitude from London : being about one 
thousand four hundred miles in length, and 
nine hundred and twenty in breadth. 

The air of Sweden is extremely salubrious ; 
but the winters are long and severe. In the 
inidst, however, of the brumal season, the splen^ 
dour of the moon, the reflection of the snow, and 
the lucid brightness of the sky, render the 
eights less tedious, and even give beauty 16 them. 
At Stockholm, on the longest day, when the heat 
is most intense, the sun continues above the 
horizon about eighteen hours and a half: but 
the nights are luminous and pleasant; and tra- 
^tiling is equally eligible during the night as 
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the day. In this climate violent stoiins^ of 
wind and rain are seldom experienced, and the 
sky is commonly clear and serene. Summer 
suddenly succeeds winter; and vegetation is 
considerably more rapid than in many more 
southern climates* This season, however, is of 
short duration, and seldom continues longer than 
three months ; when the assistance of stoves and 
warm furs is again found necessary, to mitigate 
the severity of the cold. 

Sweden exhibits extensive woods and uofre« 
quented fortsts, which produce pines, fir, beech, 
birch, alder, juniper, and oak ; and which afford 
fuel in the most plentiful manner, at the cheap- 
est rate, and also furnish an important article of 
exportation. In those places where agriculture 
Is practicable, the soil is abundantly fertile, 
though seldom more than half a foot in depth | 
s^d it is common to plough the ground with a sin- 
gle ox. Since the reign of Charles the twelfth, 
the Swedes have been at incredible pains to cor- 
rect the natural sterility of their country ; and 
their labours have in general been attended witli 
great success s but," notwithstanding their utmost 
exertions, they have never been able to grow a 
quantity of corn sufficient for the national con- 
sumption. Wheat, rye, barley, oats, peas, and 
beans, are produced in Gothland ; but the natives 
in many places, either on account of a want of 
industry or of an unhappy situaiion, are under 
the necessity of procuring com from Livonia 
and the provinces of the Baltic* - During, the 
summer season, nature appears extremely agree- 
able, the fields are clothed with a variety of 
flowers; and even the most barren ,rocks yield 
strawberries, raspberries, and other small fruits.* 
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The delicious productions, however, of warmer 
ttimes, are almost unknown in this country : the 
Swedes seldom, cultivate apricots^ peaches, nec« 
tarines, and pine-apples, with success ; but me- 
lons, especially in favourable seasons, are brought 
to great perfection. 

The principal wealth of Sweden consists in its 
.mines, many of which are excellent and valuable. 
Incredible quaatities of silver, copper, lead, and 
iron, have been extracted out of the earth ; and 
tte last mentioned metal furnishes employment 
in) nearly five hiundred hammering-mills, forg;es, 
and. smelting kouses. A gold mine has also been 
fbscovered in this countiy ; but its produce and 
vahie are greatly inadequate^ to the labour re- 
quired for purifying the ore. One of the silver 
■mines is of prodigious dimensions : its first gallery 

: n. one hundred, fathoms below the surface of the 
«arth ; the roof is supportcid by vast oaken 
beams, and from thence the miners descend 
about iforty fathoms farther, before they arrive 
at the lower vein. Tliere are no records extant, 
l»y which the antiquity of this mine can be 
exactly ascertained ; but it is evident that it has 

.been wrought for several ages, and its annual 
produce is said to be about twenty thousand 
.crowns. Though the copper mines are of vast 

^extent, their product is uncertain ; but they ai*e 

/burthened with many taxes and deductions to 
the government, which finds this tlie principal 

.' resource in every exigence of the state. These 
subterraneous mansions being capacious beyond 
conception, and at the same time commodious 
for their inhabitants, the miners, either from 
habit or interest, frequently seem happy and 
•contented in 4heir liklclen worlds The mines at 
Vol. XXll. U 
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Danmora are celebrated for producing the finest 
iron ore of any in Europe, and constitute one of 
the most important sources of national wealth 
and revenue. Gunpowder is made use oi for 
extracting the ore in these mines, and tliis 6pe^ 
ration, which is performed every day at noon, is 
the most tremendous and awful that can possibly 
be conceived : by the violence of the powder, 
atones are thrown to an incredible height, above 
the surface of the earth ; and the concussion is 
so great as to shake every object to a consider- 
able extent. In these mines are no less than 
three hundred men constantly employed ; and 
the pay of each amounts only to a common dol* 
lar, or three pence English, a day. 

Swedish Lapland is a rude and hideous country^ 
abounding with rocks and mountains, which are 
covered with everlasting snow. The barren 
heaths and sandy deserts, the intense seventy of 
the winter, the length of the brumal nights, and 
the immeasurable depth of snow which covers 
this solitary region, might seem sufficient to 
deter any human creature from fixing his abode 
liere: contrary, however, to expectation, this 
tract of territory is not only peopled, but the 
natives appear to be perfectly satisfied and con-» 
tented with their situation. Describing the cli- 
mate of Lapland, M. Maupertuis says, << If we 
opened the door of a warm room, the external 
air, rushing in, instantly converted all the tepid 
vapour into snow, whirling it round in white 
vortexes. If we ventured abroad, the air seem- 
ed to be tearing our breasts to pieces ; and the 
cracking of the wood of which the houses arc 
built, as if split by the frost, continually alarmed 
us with an increase of cold. The frost, which 
is alvrays intense, sometimes increases by such 
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violent and sudden fits, as proves almost infalli* 
b\y fata] to those who are so unfortunate as to be 
expose^ to it ; and you may frequently behold 
people who have lost a leg or an arm) on su:h 
au^occasion. The winds seem to blow from all 
quarters at once, and drive about the snow with 
such fury, that all the roads are in a moment 
rendered invisible: and dreadful, indeed, is the 
situation of a person surprised in the fields by 
such a storm. His knowledge of the country, 
and even the mark he may have taken by the 
ti^ees, cannot avail : he is blinded by the snow, 
and, in attempting to find his way, is generally 
Jost." Winter reigns in Lapland during ten 
months in the year ; and during the remaining 
part, the sun scarcely ever sets* No sooner 
does summer warm the air, than swarms of files 
and gnats burst into existence, and fixing on 
every part of the human body which is exposed, 
bite with unremitting fury. The Laplanders tra« 
vel in sledges drawn over the snow by rein-deer, 
which sometimes carry them ninety miles a day, 
Sweden is a monarcliy, formerly • subject to 
the states which assembled every third year, 
but is now rendered arbitrary and despotic. The 
royal titles are. King of the Goths and Vandals, 
Great Prince of Finland, and Duke of Schonen, 
&c. The laws in general seem to be marked 
with wisdom. The barbarous and inhuman prac- 
tice of duelling is justly punished with exempla- 
ry severity. When one of the combatants is 
killed, the other is put to death ; and the memory 
of each is branded with infamy and disgrace* 
If neither fall, they are confined for two years, 
and during that period fed on nothing but bread 
and water. Personal insults are, therefore, sub* 
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milled to the national courts, who usually ad- 
judge recantation and begging pardon in public* 

The early part of the history of Sweden is fabu- 
lous and absurd, and involved in much doubt and 
obscurity. All writers, however, agree thai an- 
cient Scandinavia was at first governed by judges, 
who were elected for a certain time by ihe suffra- 
ges of the people. This in particular was the form 
of government adopted by Sweden, which was di- 
vided into a number of small principalities till the 
lime of Eric, when the merit and popularity of 
tliose princes, induced their constituents to elevate 
them to the sovereignty of the whole country, and 
to unite the prerogatives of all their temporary 
power in the person of one king, who should reign 
during life, or till it became necessary to divest 
him of his authority and regal insignia. 

Passing over the fabulous and obscure part of 
the Swedish history, we shall observe that in the 
reign of Biorno III. who ascended the throne in 
the year 831, the gospel was first preached in 
this country by Anscharius, a pious monk, sent 
iitto Sweden by Louis the Debonnaire. Great num- 
bers of the Swedish nobility were converted to 
Christianity, and Anscharius baptized the people 
by hundreds at a time ; and the king not only cm- 
braced the Christian religion himself, but used 
all his influence in the propagation of the faith. 

• While the Swedes glowed with the first fervour 
inspired by thtir conversion, a dreadful famine 
ravaged the kingdom, and the people imagined 
that it might be occasioned by the resentment of 
their former gods, who were incensed at the uni- 
versal dereliction of their Morship. They there- 
fore endeavoured to persuade Olaus, who at that 
time governed the kingdom, to renew the ac» 
customed sacrifices to them, and, on his refusal 
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to comply with their desire, put htm to death. 
Every thinf^ at that period W9» in extremes; 
one prince was extremely pious ; and his succes> 
spr, perhapSt was a magician. 

Eric IX. sumamed the Holy, founded . ^ 
numerous monasteries, promulgated ad- 1*14] J 
mirable laws, and caused them to be punc* 
tually observed* Many, however, were of opi- 
nion that his zeal was carried to an imprudent 
excess, and that under his reign religion had 
degenerated into bigotry and superstition ; and 
justice was extended to rigour and even cruelty. 
By a compromise mth Charles, the son of hisim* 
mediate predecessor, Eric had obtained the crown 
of Sweden. He was son-in-law to a former 
monarch ; but his virtues obtained him the pre* 
ibrence ; with the condition, however, that on his 
death, the crown should revert to Charles. 

On the decease qf Eric, Charles being sup* 
'posed an accomplice in the murder of the late 
lung, expenenced some difficulties in ol>- . j. 
taining possession of the throne, and the i\^q' 
Swedes refused to acknowledge him as 
itheir sovereign. They wished to bestow the 
crown on Canute, the son of Eric, who had with- 
drawn to Norway, on discovering that Chctrles 
had conspired against his life. At length Charles 
iound himself firmly seated on the throne oF 
Sweden, and determined to merit his prosperity 
by strictly fulfilling his engagement. Accord- 
ingly, he recalled Canute from Norway, settled 
the succession agreeably to the treaty between 
him and Eric, and* declared the son of that prince 
presumptive heir to the crown. 

Whatever were the means Charles made use 
of for acquiring dominion* his conduct sufficiently 
testified that he was capable of ru|,ing with pru* 
U3 
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dence and discretion. His reign was pacific $ 
and his government in general unexceptionable. 
But, being warmly devoted to the see of Rome^ 
whose' influence had been greatly instrumental 
in placing htm on the thr ne, in gratitude for 
that service, he granted to the sovereign pontiff 
the entire inheritance of every Swede who 
should die without posterity ; and a certain por- 
tion of the property of those who left issue* 

Canute Ericson, not choosing to wait the death 
of Charles, whose successor he had been ap- 
pointed, and refusing the invitation of that prince^ 
levied forces in Norway ; and returning suddenly 
Into Sweden, surprised Charlesi took him prison- 
er, and condemned him to death. It is not 
clearly known whether that sentence was dic- 
tated by justice or ambition. Certainly Canute 
is not free from the imputation of having suffered 
himself to be governed by the latter; and of 
having shown little delicacy in his choice of the 
means of gratifying it. In other respects, he has 
the character of a great king ; and his memory 
figures with honour in the annals of Sweden. 
. ^ On the death of Canute, his son Suer- 
1 192. ^^^^ ^^^ raised to the throne of Sweden ; 
on condition that the sceptre should, after 
the decease of the latter, pass to Eric, the son of 
Charles. To remove every impediment to the 
. j^ peace and tranquillity of the kingdom^ 
1210. ^^^ ^^ confirm the arrangement which 
had been made, Eric espoused Suercher's 
daughter, and named as his successor that prince's 
son John, his brother-in-law. His reign was 
pacific and happy; and at his death he was 
. , j^ succeeded by John^ who governed three 
1220, years with great wisdom. I^e commenced 
some military operations; which were at- 
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tended with less success than the justice of his 
cause, and the prudence of his measures, seemed 
to merit. He died highly esteemed, and la- 
mented by all who were friends to their coun- 
try, and lovers of integrity, moderation) and 
piety. 

The treaty of succession still continu- ^ ^ 
ing in force, on the death cf John, Eric, ]2«23.' 
the son of Eric X. ascended the throne. 
Previously to his accession, this prince was at- 
tacked by a paralytic disorder, which deprived 
him of the use of an arm and a leg, affected his 
tongue, and caused him to stammer, from 
whence he obtained the surname of tlie Stammeiv 
er. It moreover gave him an ungt*aceful ap- 
pearance, and an air of idiotism, which conveyed 
a disadvantageous idea of his talents* But he re- 
tained all his mental faculties in their full vigour, 
and gave pixx>fs of his wisdom and bravery in 
circumstances of difficulty. 

There was in Sweden a Jamily of the name of 
Falkunger, which was so powerful and ambi-^ 
tious as to form designs of obtaining the crown* 
Eric, hoping to gain over this house to his inte- 
rest, and to qi^iet their ambition by his favours, 
gave his sisters in marriage to two of them, and 
himself espoused one of their daughters. But, 
notwithstanding these ties of consanguinity, the 
ambition of this family could not be checked, 
and the eldest of the Falkungei*s, by name Ca- 
nute, a man endowed with seductive eloquence, 
and in that respect greatly superior to the Stam- 
merer, obtained a victory over Eric, and obliged 
him to fly -to Denmark. In the absence of the 
monarch, Canute Falkunger had the address to 
get liimself proclsumecl king of Sweden by his 



,y Google 



324 SWEDEK. 

adherents; but his reign was of short dorati<m. 
£rici having raised an army in Denmark, march* 
ed against the usurper, combated him, made him 
prisoner; and inflicted on him the punishment 
•f decapitation* Birger Jerl, another brother- 
in-law of the king, remained faithful to Elricy 
and his services were usefully employed in that 
war. The Swedish monarch also sent him with 
an army against the Tawastians, a people of 
Finland, who were immersed in the most absurd 
idolatry. Having defeated the enemy, he par- 
doned those who embraced Christianity, and put 
the rest to the sword ; a strange method of con- 
vincing the reason, and enlightening the under- 
standing 1 
^ jj On the death of Eric, the states of 
1S51. Sweden being convoked for the purpose 
of electing a new sovereign, Waldemary 
the eldest son of fiirger Jerl, and nephew of the 
late king, was raised to the throne by the suf- 
frages of the people. But, being a minor, the 
administration of affairs was put into the hands 
of Birger, who acted as regent during the non- 
age of his son« He formed many excellent insti- 
tutions, and endeavoured to render his regency 
illustrious. He built and fortified the city of 
Stockholm ; and revised and connected that sys- 
tem of laws, which contained all the statutes of 
the kingdom. In a word, he laboured to raise 
the renown of his country, secure its felicity^ 
and increase his own reputation. 

The house of Flockengcr, equally powerful 
and ambitious as that of Falkunger, beheld, with 
envy the success* of a family which had long 
^valed them. Birjjper, knowing their sentiments^ 
^treacherously circumvented and beheaded Ihem 
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all, except one, who was called Charles. Though 
Waldemar was now of age, and the regent 
grown old, he could not be prevailed on to 
surrender his authority. At his death, ^ ^ 
however, the young king assumed the 1266. 
reins of government, and lived in friend- 
ship and esteem with his brother, who was 
named Magnus, and on whom the late regent, 
at his death> had bestowed a considerable share 
of power. Waldemar set out on a pilgrimage 
to Rome and Jerusalem ; and, during his absence, 
intrusted the government to Magnus, who faith- 
fully restored it to his brother after his return* 
Discord, however, arose between them soon 
after : nor could the chiefs of the nation devise 
any other means of preventing the consequences 
of dissention than that of dividing Sweden, and 
^ving to each a part. Accordingly, they de- 
creed that Waldemar should possess East and 
West Gothland, with the province of Smaland, 
and renounce all pretensions to the rest of the 
kingdom, which was assigned to Magnus. A 
reconciliation, however, could not be effected 
between the two brothers, and, contrary to the 
exixjctations of those who had adopted the expe- 
dient of dividing the country, a civil war ensued* 
At length Waldemar found himself under the 
necessity of renouncing the whole kingdom, of 
which his pusillanimity had proved him unwor* 
thy ; and, after abdicating the crown by treaty, 
he retired to Denmark. 

Magnus, having thus obtained posses- ^ jj 
sion of the sceptre, governed with great 1276,* 
prudence, and, being esteemed one of the 
wisest and best of the Swedish sovereigns, ^ 
obtained the surname ot Ladislaus. Pre- j290 
vious to his death} Magnus had appoint* 
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ed Torkel Cnutson regent of the kingdom, ^d 
guardian of his son) Birger II. who, at the decease 
of his father, was only eleven years of age. About 
the year 1302, Birger and his queen were so- 
lemnly crowned, and Cnutson resigned his of* 
fice of regency. Magnus left two other sons, 
Eric and Waldemar, on whom he had bestowed 
appanages, which rendered them sufficiently 
powerful to make war on the king their brother. 
It is not easy to decide on which side the wrong 
lay; butjhe issue proved unfavourable to Bir- 
ger, who was surprised in his palace, made pri* 
soner, and obliged to resign the crown to Eric* 

Being by this act restored to liberty, Birger 
formed the design not only of recovering his 
authority, but also of extending his vengeance 
even to his brothers* During seven years, he 
fostered the dark project in his bosom ; and, io 
the mean time, lavished on them the most flatter- 
ing caresses, and beguiled them by every possi- 
ble mark of confidence and respect. The two 
brothers, thinking the reconciliation of Birger 
perfectly sincere, made him a visit at Nicoping, 
and were received with every appearance of cor* 
diality and affection. Having treated them with 
magnificence, and loaded them with favoui*s and 
civilities, the perfidious traitor,' during the silence 
of the night, while they lay in their first sleep, 
burat into their apartment at the head of a band 
of ruffians. Waldemar was immediately seized 
without resistance ; but Eric, attempting to dej 
fend himself, was pierced with several wounds» 
Birger poured on his unfortunate brothers a tor- 
rent of opprobious and scoffing language, and 
ordered them to be loaded with irons, and thrown 
into a dungeon. He then endeavoured to sur- 
prise Stockholm I but the garrison being in' 
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formed of his design, defeated his troopsy and 

I sent a body of forces to besiege Nicopini^, where 

i the two princes were confined* But before the 

i place could be taken, Eric died of his wounds^ 

which had remained undressed, and Waldemar 

ptrished with hunger* 

This atrocious transaction inflamed the minds 
of the people, and roused all Sweden to arms* 
Bii^ger recalled his son Magnus from Denmark, 
obtained a body of auxiliaries from Eric, the 
king of that country, and endeavoured to niain« 
tain with vigour his rights, which he had reco* 
vered by means of the greatest perfidy and 
craelty. But being defeated in battle, and una« 
bie to withstand the universal combination against 
him, he fled for refuge to the king of Denmark^ 
whose daughter he had married, and who receiv- 
ed him only with coldness and indifference. In* 
flying from the vengeance of his subjects, Birger 
left behind him a son named Magnus, against 
whom the public indignation was vented, and 
who, though innocent, was condemned to death 
by the diet, through hatred of his father. 

The assembly of the states being con* . .. 
vt»ked for the election of a new sovereign, 1320* 
the crown was bestowed on Magnus, the 
son of the unfortunate Eric, although not more 
than three years old. During his minority, they 
appointed as his guardian, under the title of 
protector of the kingdom, Kettlemunson, who 
had been a zealous adherent and friend of the 
two murdered brethren. Under his protecto- 
rate, the administration was conducted with pru- 
dence, firmness, and policy; and he enlarged 
the limits of Sweden by the addition of some 
Valuable provinces. But, Kettlemunson dying, 
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Mungus assumed the reins of government ; and^ 
actuated by caprice, followed the advice of his &> 
vou rites, and despised and disregarded the pru- 
dent counsels of the wise and experienced. !£n- 
tirely swayed by a crowd of inconsiderate yotmg 
men, he began by announcing to Denmark haugh- 
ty pretensions, which aimed at nothing less than 
the sovereignty of that kingdono* 

But, finding himself frustrated in his expecta* 
tions, he meditated an expedition against Russia, 
with which he waged an unsuccessful war ; and 
to which, in order to appease the resentment of 
the Russians, he was obliged to cede part of 
Carelia. This unfortunate expedition involved 
Sweden in many difficulties. The king ivas 
obliged to increase the taxes, and levy new im- 
posts ; and having expended the revenues appro* 
priated ta the pope* he fell under the censure of 
his holiness, and was excommunicated. At the 
same time the people began to hate and despise 
their sovereign, on account of the mixture of 
weakness and tyranny which they perceived in 
his character. They saw him lavish the public 
money on his courtiers ; and, among others, on 
a young nobleman whom he had created duke of 
Halland, and on whom the queen bestowed fa- 
vours of a different nature, which equally disgra* 
ced herself and tlie king. 

At length, the senate resolving to terminate 
^he grievances of the people, advised Magnus to 
descend to a private station, which was most 
suitable for him, and to resign his crowns to his 
two sons ; that of Sweden to Eric the elder, and 
that of Norway to Hacquin the younger. But^ 
the king refusing to comply with the request of 
the senate, the nobility revolted, and placed the 
crown upon the head of Eric. A civil war now 
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,Woke out between the father and son, which was 
,itf length terminated by a treaty of purtilion, by 
.which Magnus resigned a part of the dominions 
Jo Eric, and shared with him the title of king of 
.Sweden. Bat the queen, dissatisfitd with being de- 
prived of half her former authority, administered 
a cup of poison to her son, who died soon after. 

Magnus having now re-entered into the pos- 
session of undivided power, promised to correct 
the eiTors of his former conduct, and to govern 
the state with wisdom and probity. But, con- 
scious of his want of ability, he placed himself 
under the protection of the king of Denmark, to 
whom he ceded some of the finest provinces of 
Sweden, on condition of being assisted by him 
in case of need. This cession excited the indig- 
nation of the states, ^ho compelled him to seek 
Tefifge in Norway, which was governed by his 
son Hacquin. The Swedes, indignant at the 
conduct of Magnus, requested Hacquin to detaiii 
his father in Norway, and to break off all con- 
nexion with the king of Denmark. Hacquin 
premised to accede to these requests ; but, instead 
of adhering to his engagement, married tlie king 
of Denmark's daughter, the celebrated Marga- 
*^t. This breach of promise so incensed the 
Swedes that they deposed the father, and declar- 
"ed void all his son*s claims to the crown of Sweden, 
^hich they conferred on Albert duke of Mecklen- 
hurgli. 

Albert accordingly assumed the reins 
X)fgovernmenti but, instead of employing ^ggP* 
^^tnsclf in making his subjects happy, he 
endeavoured only to render himself absolute, 
Despising the Swedes, he copied the example of 
hh pi*edecessor, and adopted every measure that 
V*L. XXII. X 
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could possibly irritate and inderisc thAil -tf^ 
introduced Gemians into the senate, in dtfietl Is- 
olation of the laws of the realm, and fillec^ t$i 
kingdom with foreign raercenaries, whose itiSt^ 
leiK:e and avarice became insupportable to die 
ipeople. At length, the country was so drained ipSf 
money that Albert assembled the states^ and iiff 
formed them that it was necessary to annex & 
the crown the third part of the civil and tccm^ 
siastical revenues of the whole kingdoni/^ 'f fife • 
nobility, unable to resist the demands of the king, 
who seized by force the property he desired, 
implored the assistance of Margaret ; who, after 
the demise of her husband Hacquin, and her son 
Olaus, governed Norway, and upon the death 
of her father, had ascended the throne of Den- 
mark. She promised them the most effectual 
redress of grievances, provided they would secure 
to her the crown of Sweden, and make it pernu- 
Dent in her family ? a condition Which the Swyles 
chose to accept, rather than endure the tyraniijr 
of Albert. 

In this manner Margaret was elects^ 

-A- ^' queen of Sweden ; andi having defeatwi 

Albert in an engagement, made him pn- 

soner, and confined him in the fortress of CalmaK 

But the princes of Mecklenburgh, the count <if 

Holstcin, and the Hanse Towns, uniting in su^ 

port of this unfortunate monarch, occasioned one 

of the most bloody wars recorded in historj^. 

Margaret was, however, finally victorious ; arid 

* united the three kingdoms of Norway, Dennwre, 

yivnd Sweden, by the treaty of Calmar. But, ;fi- 

though she had engaged to show no prefereJi^ 

,4n her aUe^tipn -to any one above the rest, sRc 

oould not avoicl oetraying. a predilection ToKthe 
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iji^gdom of Denmark; which was her paternal 
ii^heritsince, and which she made her principal 
{t^denciQ. This partiality appears in the last 
advice which she gave on her death bed to Eric, 
her distant . relative, whom she caused to be 
j^iected kin^. " Sweden," said she, " will fur- 
ftish you Svlth food ; Norway with raiment ; and 
with respect to Uenmark, you must spare that 
kingdom, as the majj^azine of ail your rcsource8» 
^ ii> cas«s of necessity*'* 



CHAP. II. 

FfQm the Recession of Eric XFL to that qf^ 
Charles XI* 

NO country has been renderel more unfortu- 
nate than Sweden, by the very measure 
devised for promoting its welfare. It was from 
the ixiost remote period engaged in wars with 
Denmark : rivers of blood had flowed ; and when- 
ever hostilities had been suspended, that suspcn- 
s)Qn wats the effect, not of a substantial treaty of 
p^ace^ but of a wretched truce made for the pur- 
pose of recovering strength, and of aiming tit 
^cb other more deadly blows. Weary of thes«^ 
iocessaitt vicissitudes, anrf desirous of putting an 
end to the calamities of war, the Swedes had ac* 
jceded to the union of Calmar, which they con- 
^dered as a measure dictated by wise policy, and 
calculated to insure to them and their posterity 
^tbat peace, and tranquillity, which their proge- 
j^tors^ hacl never enjoyed. They moi^eoverjei;* 
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pected to fiiul the blessings and advantages, of a 
free government, under sovereigns who shoidd 
act as their protectors, and on whom I hey had 
voluntarily bestowed the crown. But, even m 
the reign of Margaret, they experienced the re- 
straints of tyranny and opi^ressiow- Eric 
^:,f' XII. the successor of Margaret, imposed 
upon Sweden heavy ta^es, which were 
levied by Danish governors, without feeh'ng op 
compassion for the miseries of the people. The 
nobles were iniined by being compelled to serve 
at their own expense in the continental wars 
undertaken by the Danes, and to pay from their 
own purses the price of their ransom, whenever 
they fell into the hands of the enemy. The Da- 
tiish governors promoted natives of Denmark to 
the Swedish prelacies, and divided the spoil 
with those intruded foreigners, who plundered 
and oppressed the cltji'gy, But, of all the acts of 
violence and oppression committed on the Swedes 
during this reign, the most cruel and extraordi^ 
nary were those exercised by a Danish governor, 
called Ericson, of Westerahs, who declared hiip- 
self a sworn enemy to that inoffensive and labori- 
ous class of men, the peasants, 'lliese he caus- 
ed to be massacred and subjected to cruel tortures 
for his mere amusement: some he smothered 
with smoke ; others he flayed, salted, and broiled 
alive. Nor did he show more compassion to the 
women, whom he ordered to be yoked, like oxen^ 
to the plough, and driven with goads. 

These enormities of violent tyranny, though 
perhaps confined to a single district, excited X 
general insurrection throughout the kingdom. 
At the head of this inivolt was Englebert, wl^o 
had boldly informed the king of xhe goverripr^ 
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conduct, and had therefore been forbidden the 
court. The senate being convened, he entered 
the assembly at the head of a thousand peasants, 
pathetically represented the deplorable condition 
of Sweden, and the barbarity and insolence of 
the Danish governors, and proposed, that who- 
ever opposed the measures in agitation for pre- 
serving the rights and liberties of the people^ 
should be Instantly put to death. His intrepidity 
and resolution obtained from the senate an act, 
by which they renounced their allegiance to 
T£.nc. Charles Canutson, grand-mareschal of 
Sweden, and governor of Finland, conformed 
immediately to the decree of the senate, and 
was made general and commander in chief of 
the army. The three kingdoms, unanimous 
in nothing else, resolved to depose a tyrant, 
whose cruelties rendered him unworthy of a 
crown. 

But some differences arising between Canutson 
and his brother-in-law, Nicolas Stenon, Eric avail- 
ed himself of these dissentions, and procured 
himself to be reinstated on the throne, under 
certain conditions which he subscribed as pro- 
posed by the senate. He now so firmly esta- 
olished his authority that he transmitted thc~ 
Swedish diadem to Christopher, his successor in 
' Denmark. Christopher obtained the triple crown 
upon the same terms as Margaret and Eric had 
subscribed, and consented to all the limitations 
specified in the treaty of Calmar. But he ruled 
Sweden with a sceptre of iron, and seemed de» 
ftirous of alienating the affections of the Swedes^ 
by preferring foreigners, and infringing eveiy 
article of the agreement made at his accession. 
Had be lived longer, it is probable that liis con- 
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duct would hate effected another revolution ? • 
but death rid Sweden of a tyrant, and Chrtsto-'r 
pher of the mortification of being degraded fron 
that high station, to which the caprice of the peo* 
pie, and n*t his virtues, had raised him. 

The senate were no sooner informed of the 
king's decease, than they appointed two brothersy 
Bengt and Nils Janson, regents of the king^donty 
' till the diet shodld form a determination respect- -^ 
ing the choice of a new sovereign^ According^-^ 
ly, the assembly being convened, proceeded to . 
the nomination of a king. Charles Canutson did 
not forget his own interests in that emergency, 
^ jy but flattered the regents so successfuilft 
1448.' ^^^^ ^^^ ^^s elected to the regal dignitjr 
by a great majority of votes* Tte Nor- 
wegians made overtures to him to accept theit- 
Crown ; and, having passed over into their couti- . 
try, he was chosen king of Norway without - 
opix>sition* This twofold instance of good for^' ^ 
tune, inspired him with a wish to obtain also the 
Danish diadem ; but the war which he under* 
took against Denmark proved unsuccessful. He 
quarrelled soon after with his clergy. 

Charies having departed for Calmar, the arch« 
bishop of Upsal arrested all the officers of thel 
king's household ; and in a manifesto, publiclf 
read and posted upon the gate of his cathedral, re- * 
nounced his oath of allegiance, and accused the 
inonarch of having oppressed the clergy £^ 
taity, of being a heretic, and of conferring ail 
offices and employment on his infamous favour- * 
ites. After this proclamation, the prelate en- 
tered the cathedral, and, exchanging his mitre 
and crazier for a sword and coat of mail, de- 
clared that he would not resume the ^cclesi* 
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tsUcal habk, ttH tbe grievances of the people 
skMild be redressed, and the kiDgdom restored to- 
hsppitiess* 

Ti)e Idn^ was no sooner informed of the re» 
toll of the archbishop, than he marched at the 
head of fourteen hundred horse, in order to 
stHprise the prelate ; who, being made acquaint* 
ed with the designs of Charles, anticipated him^ 
and attacking suddenly the jx>yal army, defeated- 
(hem with great slaughter, and compelfed the 
king to retire to Stockholm, from whence he 
saiied to Dantzick, and abdicated the crown. On 
his expulsion. Christian I. king of Den» • 
itiatiL, was invited to the throne of Swe* fl^?' 
den, and crowned accordingly. 

Christian finding it necessary to impose some 
additional taxes on the Swedes, employed the 
archbishop to levy them. But, when the pre* 
hue demanded payment, the peasants began to 
mutiny, and resolutely answered, that they were 
ttnder no obligations of paying any additional 
tnes, as the kingliad solemnly promised never 
toincrease their present imposts, and they would 
hazard their lives in defence of Iheir privileges* 
Christian being informed of these transactions, 
bkfned the archbishop for exciting sedition 
%mong the peasants, and sent him prisoner to 
Copenhagen. This act of violence deprived the 
monarch of the support of the clergy; and 
Oharies being recalled by the people, arrived in 
Sweden at the head of a numerous body of forces^ 
and was put in possession of the city of Stocky 
holm. He was acknowledged king of Swed^u 
with loud acclamations and general tes- 
timonies of joy, and promised to govern f^P' 
m such a manner, Irs ifouW give satiaiftc^^ 
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lion to the people, and merit the return of their 
loyalty and afiection. 

In the mean time, Christian being compelled 
to take refuge in Denmark, paid court to the 
archbishop his prisoner, and sent him back to 
Sweden perfectly appeased, and flattered by the 
promise of placing in his hands the. whole reg^ 
authority, if he could procure for him a restora- 
tion of the title. Fired with ambition, the arch- 
bishop exerted himself so effectually, that, after 
one of the most bloody actions recorded in his- 
tory, he was victorious, and compelled Charles 
to retire as before, and by a formal declaration^ 
to renounce all pretensions to the crown of Swe- 
den. A. D. 1465. 

The kingdom was now rent by civil war, 
which continued for so long a time, that the 
people, wearied and exhausted, demanded the 
restoration of Charles, whose brows were, again 

encircled with the diadem. But he died 
147? ^^^'^ after, decorated with that ornament. 

so dear to the living, and which he had 
purchased by twenty-seven years of toils and 
difficulties. Christian, however, reaped no ad« 
vantage from the death of Charles; for the 
$wedes, being weary of the Danish yoke, ap- 
pointed from one of the principal families in the 
kingdom a regent, or protector, named Steen 
Sture. His adminisU'ation, which continued up-^ 
^ards of twenty years, was very turbulent: the 
people were friendly, but the senate adverse tQ 
his government. 

At length the Swedes elected another 
U9?' nionarch, John, to whom the regent 

\7as obliged to submit, and at. the same 
Jltmeto abdicate his authoritj. Steen Stuiie 



,y Google 



SWKDEir. 35? 

isfiislcd at the coronation of the new king : on 
which occasion he betrayed some symptoms 
of dissatisfactioji ; which indicatetl his design of 
Exerting himself for the recovery of that rank 
^fid authority, which he had been compelled to 
relmquish. 'Daring the firet years of John*$ 
feign, Sweden enjoyed perfect tranquillity, and 
the adniinistrallon was conducted with great 
ptudence and moderation. This monarch was 
irt his disiK>sjtion easy, forgiving, brave, and 
open ; hut, being misled by his favourites, he 
safiercd himself to be guilty of those errors, 
which had pi-oveil fatal to his predecessors. 
Stern Sture artfully fomented the public discon- 
tent, and was again appointed regent. ^ ^^ 
At his death, Suante Nelson Sture, who 1504.' 
had performed very signal services to the 
state, and was descended of an ancient family 
that had formerly worn the crown, w^s electe4 
pTDlector of the kingdom. 

Suunte Nelson Sture dying in 1512, ^ j^ 
tlie states proceeded to the election of a 15*13/ 
n^tv regent, and by a majoHty of votes, 
tile son of Steen Sture was chosen to the office. 
He was a young man endowed with estimable 
qualities. But the death of John, king of Deiv» 
mark, furnished his son Christian II. with an 
opportunity of renewing his pretensions to the' 
crown of Sweden. Accordingly, having gained 
^p his interest Gustav^s Trolle, archbishop of 
tJpsal, who had been Sture's competitor for the 
i*egency, and who now personally pro- ^ jy 
claimed the Dane, C^hristian marched 15(20'. 
*n army into Sweden. Sture was not 
disconcerted by the superiority which the Danish 
inc»)arch derived frpn^ the pos^sessiou of a great 
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number of hostages, who were distiaguisSiod 
members of the nobility, and among whoni was 
the young Gustavus Vasa, afterwards the deli- 
verer of his country^ who was transported with 
others to Denmark. The 'regent marched to 
give battle to Christian, fell in the thick of 
the conflict, was carried off by his friends, and 
died of his wounds. His death facilitated to 
the Danish monarch the means of executing the 
dreadful project which he had formed for the 
oppression of Sweden. 

The cruel policy of tyrants seems to resemble 
the savage instinct of the beasts of prey, which 
teaches them to tear the guardians, tliat they 
may afterwards more easily devour the fiock. 
Christian determined to destroy at once all the 
Swedish nobility. In order to revenge the trou^- 
bl^s they had occasioned, and to prevent thff 
people from revolting in future, by {leprivin|^ 
them of proper persons to conduct their opera- 
tions, be cut off the chief men of the nation 
with the axe of the executioner. The entir? 
senate were conducted to death before the eyes 
oLthe citizens of Stockholm, who beheld the 
bloody scene with apathy and unconcern. Th^ 
peasantry viewed this massacre in no oth^r light 
than as a ju^st retribution for the oppresbive con» 
duct of the nobles, who had converLei thj; 
monarchy into a kind of aristocracy. The 
cruelty of Christian is almost inconceivable; 
ht indiscriminately pillaged all ranks of people, 
erected every where scaflblds and gibbets, and 
bi'andished the scythe of death over every Iiead* 
H.* did not consider it as a sufHcient gratifica« 
tion to deprive his victims of life ; he took a 
pleasure in prolonging the duration of th^ir sit^ 
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fenhgs by tlie sight of the preparations which 
l^ireceded the execution : and he wished to g^ive 
them as it were a full relish of all the bitterness 
of death. Among, other instances of cmelly 
and barbarity, he obliged women to sew with 
their own hands the sacks in which they were to 
be tied up and drowned. 

^ 'Gustavus Vasa was one of the hostages, wliom 
the king had sent into Denmark. Promises and 
threats were made use of to reconcile him to the 
despotic authority of Christian, but in vain ; and 
jjhe king, dreading his valour and constancy, 
^ye orders to strangle him in prison. But Eric 
Banner, a Danish nobleman, who was charged 
"With that detestable commission, instead of exe- 
cuting it, obtained its revocation ; and held forth 
the hope tliat he should be able to inspire the 
youth with a favourable disposition to the go- 
yerhment of Christian. He was, therefore, al- 
^'wed to take him into custody, on condition of 
Ms keeping him a prisoned in the fortress of 
\^to in Jutland, and paying six thousand crowns, 
if he should make his escape. 
'. The noble qualities of Giistaivus gained \ht 
esteem of Banner and of the^whole family, and 
he was not long at Calo before he received per- 
mission to walk about and hunt for his diversion. 
New recreations and amusements were every 
day proposed, and all the neighbouring country 
et\deavoured to entertain the stranger. But no- 
thing could make him forget that he was a pri- 
'ssoner ; nor could all the civilities he received 
Compensate the chagrin he experienced at being 
deprived of his libefty. Restraint, however, 
Wame mote painful, and the desire of escape 
tnore powerful, from the ihomeht lie i^ifeiVed 
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inibrmalion af the massacre at Stodthoknty 
which bis father and most of ills reTatitres 
been involved. 

Convinced that every expedient ought to 
attempted for procuring his liberty, 
might be the means of rescuing his country franf 
destruction, Gustavus mounted his horse accordi^^ 
ing to custom, under pi^tence of going to th^ 
chase, plunged deep into the forest, and, hzKV^' ( 
ing arrived at a proper distance, assumed tfae 
garb of a peasant* Having quitted his horse^^' 
after a march of two days through almost ial- 
practicabie paths, and over mountains, he arrived 
at Flensburgh, the last tovjrn on the Danish fron- 
tier, into which no person was admitted withr* 
out a passport. Fortunately, however, at that' 
Reason of the year, the merchants of Lower 
Saxony carried on a considerable trade in cattle^ 
which they purchased in Jutland. Gustavus 
hired himself to one of those merchants, and> 
presenting himselC to the governor a6 a dealer^ 
was suffered to pass unmolested to Lubec. 

Banner was no sooner informed of die escape 
of his prisoner, than following him with the 
grtatest diligence, he overtook him at Lubec, 
land reproached him with a breach of confidence* 
Gustavus pleaded the existing circumstances as 
an apology, appeased his iate host by promising 
to indemnify him in the loss of his ransom, and 
without delay, departed for Sweden, though h^ 
knew that orders had been every where given 
in that kingdom to seize and arrest him. The 
first town where he made himself known wais 
CaJmar, which had beloi^ged to the late regent, 
ivhose widow still lived in it with her children^ 
t(nd a German garrison* Those mercenary sol^ 
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liers-cmlj held the place for their own purpoaesy 
tod were actually in treaty with the* emisaariea 
fii Christian to deliver up the city. Gualavm 
availed them with af^menta» and told them 
that at the hasard of his life he had made hia 
escape to Calmar, in order to have the glorf 
of participating with them in the difficulties and 
dai^^ps of resisting a tyrant, and of maintaining 
and defending the liberty of their country^ 
which must be grateful to brave aAd generous 
minds. They asked him where were his re* 
soureesv hia army, his treasures.? and, on I ia 
remaining silent, they called him a madman, and 
threatened to appreliend himk 

r>i5appointed in the expectations he had form- 
ed of gaining those soldiers to his purpose, Gus- 
tavus retired from the city with great expedi- 
tion ; and his arrival being now publicly known, 
he was agsun obliged to have recourse to the 
garb of a peasant, in order to conceal himself 
from, the Danish emissaries. He was, nevtrthe* 
less, on (be point of being seized, when^he 
escaped in a waggon of hay, and sought shelter 
in a retired spot, where stood an ancient castle 
t>cionging to his family* Frorti thence he wrojp 
to his friends, informing them of his return, and 
requesting them to assemble a force for expel- 
ling the tyrant ; but they refused to undertake 
so hazardous and desperate an attempt. They 
were no longer the bold and intrepid Swedes, 
jealous of their liberty, and the enemies of ty- 
ramvy and oppression. The terror excited l>y 
t!)e massacre at Stockholm had frozen up their 
•cdUrage. 

Perceiving, therefore, that mean selfishnesa 
had supplanted public spirit among his friends, 
Vol. XXII. Y 
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(p4tttavus applied to t^e peasants; who beui^ 
a bold and independent race of men, bad nothiag 
lo fear from the indignation of Christian, and 
yfhoj he hoped, would embrace with ardour the 
t»pportunity of expelling the tyrant, and deli- 
venng their country. In. vain did he mingle 
wvith tbemi range through their viHageSj assist 
at their aascmblies and repasts, hacai^ue theim 
and stimulate them to shake off the yoke. Tfaej 
answered, ^' Under the goveminent of tjie kioi^ 
^( of Demoark , we have salt and herrings. 
i^ Whatever may be the success of a revolution, 
^' we cannot be otherwise than poor* Peaaafits 
(' we ure ; and peasants we miist remain, whok- 
" ever is king of Sweden." 
. .Repulsed in that quarter, he determined to 
proceed to Dalecarlia, where,- if he failed in the 
attempt of exciting the Inhabitants to revolt, he 
could live securely in the high mountains and 
thick forests of that country. Attended, there- 
fore, by a peasant, to whom he was known, he 
travelled in disguise ; and, after a jaborious and 
painful journey, arrived hi the mountuns of Da- 
lecarlia, where he was deserted by his compa- 
nion and guide, who robbed him of all the mo- 
:ney he hauil provided for his subsistence. Desti- 
tute and in want, in a strange place, unknowing 
«nd unknown, he was urged by the. call of hun- 
ger, and entered among the miners, with whom 
.he wrought to earn a maintenance* Under the 
J)abit of a peasant, a woman in the mines per- 
ceived a fine embroidered shirt, which induaed 
her to suspect that he was some man of distin- 
guished rank, u^hom persecution had driven to 
j»eekan asylum in those caverns* The co9Je€- 
ture was reported, to a neighboudng. gentkmaa, 
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j0fh&3 prompted by curiosity, repaired to the 
^toinc to offer protection to the unfortunate stran- 
r. On approaching, he recognized Gustavus, 
th wtiom he had been acquainted at the uni- 
versity of Upsal. Prudence obliged him to con- 
ceal his astonishment ; but at night he sent to 
" lini, made him an offer of his house, and gav» 
Mm the strongest assurances of his fneodship 
ftnd proteK^tion. 

Gustavus embraced with joy the oiler of his 

getierons fHend, who informed him the Dalecar* 

Hans bore with impatience the Danish yoke; 

that they were attached to the family of their 

ancient sovereigns; and that great were the 

means of attack and defence, fbmished by the 

oature a€ the country and the courage cf the in- 

fenbitants. The frequent repetition of this con* 

versation encouraged Gustavus to disclose his de* 

signs to f^s friend, who was no sooner informed 

fit the intentions of the fugitive youth, than he 

endeavoured to dissuade him from his purpose^ 

by representing to him, in the strongest light, 

the danger and difficulty of such an enterprise* 

Gustavus neither beKeved the hospitable Dale* 

earlian a friend to the Danes, nor did he think 

him capable of betraying him. But, not wish- 

hig to disturb the life of a quiet and peaceable 

man, he departed; and trusting to his own 

good fortime, took bis way, without a guide, 

through forests and over mountains, and arrived 

safe at the house of a nobleman named Peterson, 

with whom he had formerly been acquainted in 

the army. 

Pfeterson received him with marks of respect 
and esteem, listened with every appearance" of 
lively Imerest to the recital of his mlsfimanesy 
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seemed more afiected by them than Cu^ttiruft 
himself, exclaimed against the tyranny of the 
Danes, and entered into his projeets with appa- 
rent ardour and enthusiasm* This perfidious 
\^retch named the nobles and peasants on whom 
he could depend, and, having become acquaint^ 
ed with the designs of Gustavus, ptivately went 
to. a Danish officer, and, in the hope of a rick 
i^compense, communicated to him the projects 
and iTtreat of his guest. The Dane hastened to 
Peterson's house, which he surrounded with 
soldiers; but Providence watched over the pre- 
servation of the fugitive patriot. Peterson's wife, 
moved with compassion^ had opportunely appris- 
ed him of the perfidy of her husband, and com- 
mitted him to the care of a faithful servant, who 
conducted him to the house of a neighbouring 
clergyman. 

That ecclesiastic was a person who attentirely 
studied mankind, reflected on public affairs^ ob- 
served the course of events, aspired to no pre- 
ferment, and was attached to no party: He re* 
ceived Gustavus with respect and tenderness^ 
and assured him of his honour and secrecy* Far 
from being, terrified by the project which the 
youthful hero entertained of opposing the power 
of Denmark, he traced out the path which was 
to lead him to ultimate success* ^^ You must 
f< not," said he, *' endeavour to gain over to 
<^ your party the nobles, who are most of them 
<< satisfied with the security and indepeDdence 
" which they enjoy in the mountains, and who 
" take little concern in the revolutioiw that 
** happen at court. It will be difficult to pre- 
*' vail on them to arm their vassals, because 
f^ their wealth entirely depends on the num^r 
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1^ md 'mdwUrf of tiiat bocty of men, wiiose bi* 
^ boors wiH be suspended bj a wsr« But the 
<* most certain means of obtaining* the end propos- 
^ cd win be to itkluce the Taasals to take up «rmi 
•* of their own aGe<MKl/' 

In order^ to prepare matters for that crisit, the 

ckr^yman undertook to propagate a report, that 

the Danes were pfeparing to enter Che province 

to establish new taxes by force of arm8« He 

employed his relatives and (Heads to disseminate 

the ahirtning intelligence ; and, when he was 

convinced that the public mind was &ufiicieiitly 

impressed with the idea, he advised Gustavus 

to repair to Mora, where all Ihe peasants of the 

surrounding district were wont to assemUe an- 

Aoally at a pobltc feast. ^ Never," said thi* 

sensible man, '^ are the vassals more b<^d, er 

" more inclined to revolt, than at the times of 

^ those meetings, when they estimate their 

** strength by their number." Agreeably to 

the advice of this honest and sage counsellor, the 

young hero departed for Mora $ and on his ar- 

Yival found the peasants prepared for his recep^ 

tion, and impatient to see a nobleman iitustfious 

for his birth, his valour, and his suiferings. He 

M^c^red in the assembly with an air of intrepi. 

dity and resolution, tempered by a mixture of 

nielancholy, which was naturally excited by ^Ke 

death of his father, and the other senators. I'he 

Seizing multitude were instantly touched with 

compassion. But, when he spoke to them of the 

horrible massacre at Stockholm, of the tyt*anoy 

of Christian, of the persecution pf the pro-^ 

vinces, and of the miseries of the kinji^m in^ 

general, the assembly was infiamed with indig-' 

B«itiKm« ^xcfaimed against ^h^ Danesi and ^owd 

Y 2 
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to revenge the death of their countiymen mth 
the iatit drop of. their blood. They immediate^ 
Ksoived to renounce their allegiance to Chriflt 
.tiany and to sacrifice, without cUstinction, aM 
the Danes in the province, as an atonement for 
the massacre of the Swedes. Gustavus took 
advantf^ge of their kindled ardour, asseml^ed 
«round him the most determined of his hearers^ 
attacked the castle in which resided the govern- 
itor, who was unprepared for making resistance^ 
look it by assault, and put to the sword the com- 
tnattdant and all his Daneis. 
. In a few days, the whole province declared 
in favour of Gustavus ; the peasants flocked ia 
crowds to his standard ; and, from that moment) 
the life of this young hero was an uninterrupted 
series of triumphs and success. At the he£Kl of 
Uie brave Dalecarlians, he undertook the most 
peiilous enterprises of war ; and his efforts were 
invariably crowned with victory. Being en<- 
gaged in besieging Stockholm, which he closely 
pressed, and the Danes sailing to the relief oi 
the gamson, a sudden frost bound their vessels 
in ice at a distance from the port. Gustavqs 
4<Mrmed the bold resolution of burning the hostile 
fleet, and marched at the head of his troop% 
i^ho grasped their swords in one hand, md 
torches in the other. They endeavoured to 
scale the vessels ; but the Danes commenced a 
terrible discharge of cannon and musketry. In 
spitct however, of their brave resistance^ se- 
veral of the ships were set on fire, and aban- 
dooed with precipitation by each of the con« 
tending parties* The darkness of tlie night, the 
grosuis of the wounded, the shrieks of those 
who w^re perishing in the flftmes^ and tiie 
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^ tfiSKkliiigs of the iee» strdck the Danes with 

and consternation* . Many of their Teiaelt 

f^ere destroyed; and> in all piobability, they 

I would not hare saved a ungle one, had not an 

mtervening thaw prevented a . second attack, 

which Oustavus intended to have made the kl" 

lowia|^ day* 

This victory, which was gained in the sight 
of the capital, induced the most lukewarm of hia 
countrymen to join him* A diet having assem- 
bled for the purpose of elecdng a sovereign, the 
speaker? in characterising a patriotic king, drew 
the portrait of Gustavus, whose vigilance, va- 
lour, activity, and prudence, would, he said, 
be able to oppose and resist all the future at* 
tempts of Denmark to subjugate and enslave the 
nation again, under pretence of renewing the 
union of Calmar* This harangue was received 
With universal applause ; and the people, impel- 
led by their zeal, anticipated the votes of the 
senators and deputies of the provinces, and pro- 
claimed Gustavus king of Sweden. The air was 
rent with the acclamations of the muldtude, and 
he was stiled the saviour and defender of his 
country* Gustavus modestly endeavoured to re- 
&8e the crown, but suffered himself to be pre- 
vailed on by the prayers and entreaties of the 
whole assembly, and was accordingly ac^ ^ ^ 
knowledged king of Sweden and of the 15^3 * 
two Gothlands, by the united voices of 
the senate, deputies, and people, ^ho took an 
oath! of fidelity to the new monarch* 

Socm after the accession of Gustavus to the 
Swedish throne, the reformed doctrines of* reli- 
gion were introduced into Sweden by certain 
Germans; who imported the writings of Luther* 
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Tbc king i^ho had been BomeHmet oppoicid ffc^ 
the estaUished clergy« considered tbe present mti 
M fovoursble opportumtv for introducing Iji^ 
tfaenuiism into his dominions ; and he iherefbre 
otdefed that a literal translation of the « sacred 
writings ahoold be madet and permitted the re- 
formers to preach against the doctrine of indul*: 
gencest and to display the pernicious coiiae- 
j^ jy quences of the celibacf of the clerg]r« la 
1527! Older to cKvert Gustavus tern eogagio^ 
in religious matters, the catholics pcemil- 
ed on a peasant, named Hans, to personate NtU 
Store, the son of the late administrator* Ac* 
cordtngly the impostor having repaired to Dale- 
carlta, a province in which the name of Sture 
was held in esteem and veneiution, formed a 
OMisiderable party in his favour, and expected 
to succeed to the crown of Sweden. Gustavqc* 
however« was no ways intimidated by his pro* 
ceedings ; but, having convoked an assemUy of 
the states, he declared himself a discifrfe of tliat 
doctrine which had been ta»ght by Christ and 
his apostles, and which certun violent eccle* 
ttastics branded with the odious appellations of 
innovation and heresy. The mild and insinuat-' 
ing manner in which he treated the turbuktnt 
and credulous Dalecaritans, and the tender re» 
gard he expressed for the happiness and welfore 
of his people, removed ail the suspicions raised 
by the clergy, and chedked the growing m^ 
Alienee of the pretended Sture* In short, the 
states at length consented to the proposals of the 
monarch : Lutheranism was established, and be- 
came the religion of Sweden; and the hoids «£ 
Ihe ckrgj w«ne lei^ueateffed* 
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^ In the meftn time, Christtan made pre- ^ ^ 
^rations for recovering the throne of 1531/ 
wbkh he had been deprived. He had 
JcHTtned a powerful interest in Norway, and 
sailed trith a fleet of thirty ships, on board of 
which were ten thousand troops, with the in- 
tention of invading Sweden. This armament, 
however, was overtaken by a storm; and the 
Swedes, having attacked Christian's army near 
Bah us, defeated it, and obtained a. glorious vie* 
tory* Hitherto the kings of Sweden and Den* 
mark had preserved the externals of friendship ; 
but Denmark could never forget its former su« 
periority, nor lay aside the thoughts of re-an- 
amiexing Sweden to that crown. The character 
of Gustavus, however, intimidated the Danish 
ihonarchs from attempting it openly ; and they, 
therefore, contented themselves with intrigues 
and cabals, which tended to disturb his peacc^ 
and alienate the minds of his subjects* 

Gustavus, having assembled the states, ^ ^^ . 
prevailed on them to render the crown 1544/ 
' hereditary in his family. . His eldest son 
Eric, who was then eleven years of age, waa 
elected successor to the throne, with this extra* 
ordinary privilege, that his descendants in the 
male line should successively inherit the crown ; 
but, when the male race became extinct, the 
choice of a king was to devolve on the senate 
and the states* In this assembly, the people 
took an oath to maintain the protestant religion, 
according to the tenets of the reformed church ; 
and from this period we may date the entire ex- 
tinctioa of Catholicism in Sweden* 

Gustavus applied himself to the arts of peace, 
^nd encouraged science and commerce* ThQ 
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cities were decorated with beautiful edifices, 
men of genius patronised, and, in short, tm 
king adopted every measure that could rendiff 
the people happy, or himself powerful^ Hte 
settled the affairs of his own family, dhd as- 
signed portions to bis younger children; on 
John, the second son, he bestowed Finland; 
on Magnus, the third, the province of West 
Gothland ; and on Charles, the fourth, Nerlcta, 
Sundermannia, and Wefmeland. The king^ was 
attacked by a slow fever, which terminated his 
existence in the seventy-first year of his age. 
His body was interred at Upsal, amidst the tcan 
find lamentations of his subjects. 

Thus died the great Gustavus Vasa ; who, b^ 
his persevering virtue and patriotism, rescned 
the Swedes from tyranny and oppression. Hit 
character was very extraordinary, if we consi- 
der the times in which he lived. Me had a 
taste for the sciences, a well-informed mind, and 
united in himself the valour of a soldier, the 
ability of a general, and the talents of a states* 
man. His person was graceful and engaging, 
his air noble and majestic. His eloquenco wa9 
nervous, and proved equally useful in the season 
of prosperity and of adversity. He encouraged 
commerce and the aits, raised the power and 
reputation of his crown, rendered his peopte 
happy, and acquired the esteem of all Europe. 
^^ P^ Eric XIV. eldest son of the late mo- 
1560.* ^arcfi, ascended the throne of Sweden 
at the age of t wenty-seven. His acconi* 
plishments were rather shining than solid. He 
spoke the modem languages, danced graceftiHy, 
showed animation in all his actions, and was elo- 
quent and polite. But he suffered himself to. 
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he burned awaV \vitli gusts of passioO) which 
«oiiietime$ obiUerated every tr^cc of reasoDi and 
Tendered faini furious. Gu&tavus> who had wit« 
}ie«8ed these fits of rage, had once formed the 
de^gn of cxjcljodifiig him £rojii t^e throQe^ and 
pf conferring t^ crown on his second son ; and 
he was only detenred from his purpose by the 
fear of ja civil, war. Had the late king, however, 
«do|ited that measure, it would have prevented 
laany misfortunes* Frpm surveying the actions 
gf Eric, we are led to conclude that, what the 
lodolgence of his father, considered as only a 
g^angement of intellect was an habitual mad<^ 
ness, accompanied by presumption, cruelty, 
^rfidy, and degrading amours. There was 
scarcely any species of folly or wickedness of 
which he was not guilty ; but, as he testified ex- 
treme soiTow for his behaviour, it would be un« 
just not to pardon him his great excesses, and 
uncandid not to suppose that he was instigated 
to them by the pernicious counsels of his infa- 
modos &vouiites« His misconduct, however, cost 
him dear. 

Gustavus had sought the hand of Eli* ^ j^ . 
jsabeth, queen of England, for his son {^^i^ 
£nc, who, impatient of her. delay to an- 
swer his pr(^>o8als, and thinking that his pre- 
sence might hasten her determination, resolved 
soon after his accession to the throne to make a 
visit to that princess. Accordingly, having 
eqiupped a fleet which displayed both strength 
^d gallantry, and which he loaded with pre« 
. ;sents, Jhe set sail for England ; but the vessels 
.b<^g overtaken by a furious storm, were driven 
Jback upon his own coast, where he suffered 
shipwj:^ck« Whether this accident cooled lya 
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passion for Eliiabeth, or the incoottahcf oTftii 
disposition caused him to abandon all thcMightft 
of that princess for the pre^nt, certain it is 
that he began to entertain an affection forMaryf 
queen of Scots, the most beauteous and accon»< 
plished woman of her age, whom he demanded 
in marriage* No soOner, however, had the am-t 
bassadors entered upon their mission than - he 
sent other ministers to the emperor, to 8oltc:l£ 
the hand of the princess of Lorraine, daughter . 
of Christian 11. with whom he fell in- love ffom 
' the description of some of his courtiers. These 
last returned with a favourable answer ; but Eric 
had changed his roifid pteviously to their ar- 
rival : his passion for the princess of Lon*aine» 
and the queen of Scots, had vanished; and his 
affection for Elizabeth, queen of England, re- 
turned. He also disfmtched ambassadors to de* 
mand in marriage the daughter of the landgrave 
of Hesse Cassel, and sent a dozen ships of war 
to meet her, without ' being certain of lier con- 
sent. He finally, however, concluded these 
missions by marrying a simple peasant gir^ 
named Catharine, whose beauty had struck' him 
while she was yet a child, and on whom he had 
betsowed a superior education, without any in- 
tention of making her a partner in his throne» 
though she raised herself to^ ft by her address* 
Duke John, brother to the king, displayed more 
steadiness of conduct, and more prudence and 
policy, than Eric: he sought and obtained in 
marriage the princess Catharine, daughter of 
Sigismund, king of Poland, whose power and 
protection might prove to him a usefu) resource 
m the difficult circumstances which he antici- 
pated from the irregularities of his br(Hher« 
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; ThU m&rria^e widened the breach between 
^le king and the duke, who had alteajdy differ- 
ed in other matters. The qUarrer rose to 
such a height that John was cited to ^' ^' 
Stockholm, to vindicate his conduct, par- * • 

ticulaily with respect to his allying himself to 
Poland, and disposing of certain castles In Livo-* 
ma to that crown. The duke refusing to obey 
the citation, an army was sent Into Finland with 
orders to seize John and his wifey and to bring 
them to Stockholm. They were accordingly 
conducted to the capital, where the duke was^on- 
dcmned to perpetual im{>risonment ; and the 
duchess voluntarily shared" the captivity of her 
husband, and the anxieties which he suffered 
during Four years of confinement. Previously 
to his being immured in prison, the states, that 
^^re unable to resist the commands of tlieir ty- 
rant, had condemned him to death ; and Eric, 
who pretended to Understand astronotny, fore- 
told that the pardon which he had granted • his 
brother, would at some period become fatal to 
himself. It is said that the king went frequently to 
the prison with the design of murdering his liro- 
ther; but that, on seeing him, he felt his heart 
rtioved with pity. Often with tears in his eyes 
^id he confess to Johh the sanguinary design 
v»V\\ch had prompted his visit, and added, ** I 
" know that the crown of Sweden is intend- 
" ed for you ; and I request that, when you 
" are become possessed of it, you will pardon 
" my errors." Hence we may discover the 
weakness of his disposition, the certainty of his 
being insane, and his constant apprehensiont 
that his brothers would rebel and dispossess him. 
V«L. XXII. z 
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ijavlng disobliged the nobUtty^ wh6 were doO* 
neaed by alliance with the duket they refused 
to communicate their advice to the king^ whidi 
obliged him to have recourse to the sycopbaoCs 
and parasites of his court. 

Of the many extraordinary prejudices enter- 
tained by Eric, the most unfortunate was his ha- 
tred to the StUres, who were an iUu^rious fanoily 
descended .from the ancient regents. Brie had 
lately taken one of th^m into favour, and sent 
him in quality of ambassador to Stralsuud ; but 
he became once more the object of the king's 
abhorrence, who conceived that he .was coo* 
spiring against his life and crown, in order to 
share the latter with queen Catharine. The 
Sweedish monarch laboured to convince the 
states that Sture carried on dangerous intrigues 
at Stralsund ; that he was ambitious of recover- 
ing the dignity possessed by his ancestors, and 
earnest to revenge the late affront which bad 
been offered to his prides An in&mous h- 
vourite, named Peerson, persuaded Eric to extir- 
pate the whole family. Accordingly, he de- 
manded of the senate, (whom we see on every 
occasion acting as the vile fiatterera of the ty- 
rant*s passion) a sentence of death against those 
unfortunate men, together with twenty-six no- 
bles, who were the pretended accomplices of a 
conspiracy laid to their charge* But at the triid 
of Nils Sture, whom the king had suspected as 
head of the faction, every thing appeared so 
much in his favour that Eric complimented him 
on the occasion, and hoped he w^ulde^^^ 
to forget the suspicions whic^'^ad been har« 
boured against his loyalty. The king, however, 
tisiting him a few dayftid'ter inpiisoO} stabbed 
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(he ufifbrtunate wretch with a poniard, and 
left the weapon sticking in the wound. Nils 
Sture drew the dagger from his side, and pre* 
tented it to the monarch. This affecting beha-> 
viour did not prerent his being put to death bf 
the guards, w^ho were ordered to dispatch him 
with their halberds. The rest of the prisoners 
Were also cruelly massacred at the same time. 
No sooner was this judicial fnurder ^ -^ 
committed) than Eric felt the pangs of a {^^-j] 
wounded conscience. He grew frantic, 
and, as if pursued by the avenging furies, fled' 
into the woods, where, clad in the habit of a 
peasant, he led during several months the life of 
% savage. At length his retreat was discovered, 
and he was induced to return by the influence of 
bis wife Catharine, who prevailed on him to take 
Bome food and repose. He then assumed a quite 
different character ; be ajirays appeared magni* 
ficently dressed; he distributed large sums of 
TOoney among the friends and relations of thos^ 
who had been put to death ; and imputed the 
whole l^ame of the crime to Peerson, who had 
seduced him to commit that bloody action. 
Peerson, therefore, was tried and condemned to 
suffer capital punishment. The king also, in 
order to obliterate the impressions made by 
his past conduct, complied with the wishes of the 
Swedish nation, and restored to liberty his bro- 
ther John and his wife. 

Eric had often solicited the C2ar of Russia to 
(brm with him an alliance against Sigismund, 
king of Poland, whose daughter duke John had 
married. The Russian had before paid his ad* 
dresses to this princess, but met with a repulse. 
He therefore demanded as a preliminary ^r* 
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tide of the treaty, that the duchess should be 
delivered into his hands. To this Eric acceded> 
and the czar having sent ambassadoi^ for that 
purpose) the king began to meditate how he 
should fulfil his engagement. The intrigues of 
the monarch, however, were discovered by 
the dukes John and Charles, who im mediately 
deliberated with the fnends of the lords that 
had been massaci*ed at Upsal, in what man- 
ner they should avert the design of the king:. 
At length it was unanimously resolved to dethrone 
Eric, and to prevent the Danes from traversing 
their intentions, an ambassador was sent to Co- 
penhagen. 

In the mean time the Swedish monarch was 
busily employed in devising means for the exe- 
cution of his project, when the dukes Johnand 
Charles, who had raiseid a considerable force^ 
SLud obtained a suHicient quantity of treasure for 
tlie prosecution of the war, raised the standard 
of revolt. So rapid was thq progress of the in« 
surgents, that they were soon in fuU march at 
the head of a powerful army, and aj^ared be- 
. y. fore Stockholm. They were joined by 
1*568. numbers of the soldiers and inhabitants 
of that city, and the king, finding that 
force would avail him nothing, had recourse to 
other expedients, which were equally ineffec- 
tual. 

Trenches were opened, and batteries be- 
gan to play against the city ; but Eric opposed 
all the attempts of the enemy with great brave- 
ry and skill. At length, however, destitute 
of succours and advice, : he began to despair of 
his affairs, and was obliged to yield to the in* 
clioations of the p^fople, who insisted that U^c 
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gates' should lie opeded to the dtik^s. The 
troops having entered Stockholm during the 
night, the king fled to the citadel, where he was 
forced to capitulate* He consented to surren- 
der his crown, and stipulated for no other terms 
tban that he might be confined in a prison suit- 
able to his dignity. He was, therefore, deliver- 
ed into the custody of the relatives of the Stures, 
who seemed to be. most interested in safely 
guarding him* The senate, no less unfaithful to 
Eric in his adversity than they had been basely 
subservient to him in his prospenty, renounced 
their allegiance ; and the assembled states, imi«> 
tating their example, duke John was solemnly 
elected king of Sweden. Thus terminated the 
reign of a prince, whose inconstancy of disposi- 
tion subjected him to misfortunes; and who, 
nevertheless, was endowed with talents which 
might have rendered himself and his people 
powerful and happy. He possessed great per- 
sonal bravery ; and his reign was not inglorious : 
under his conduct, the Swedish troops repeat- 
edly distinguished themselves in combating the 
Danes; and it seems highly probable that he 
would not have submitted to the hard conditions^ 
which the latter imposed on bis successor. 
John liad no sooner ascended the throne 
of Sweden than he found himself at war f;^?* 
with the Danes, \irho were the natural 
enemies of the Swedish monarchs, and with the 
Russians, whose czar had been irritated with 
the failure of his plot* The king, being hard 
pressed by the enemy ^ resolved to impede the 
farther prepress of . misfortunes by conclude 
ing a peace with the Danes, to whom he 
ceded his right to Norway, Halland, Bleking, 
Z 2 
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Jetnptlaiid, mnd Hermdahi* John made all 
preparations to resist the furjr of the czar^ 
r57? ^^ ^** forming a numerous arcny for 
' the invasion of Liv^onia and Fintand: 
he sent Momay to solicit assistance ffx>m Eliza^ 
beth, queen of Kng^land, and from the king of 
Scotland; but this embassy had nearly proved 
latal to his interesU Momay was secretly « 
partisan of the deposed EriC) whose restoratioii 
he ardently desired ; and the queen of England 
entertained the same sentiments* Intrigues 
were carried on between them f and Puffenciorf 
affirms, that Elizabeth endeavoured to excite 
the ambassador to assassinate John.. The koig^s 
embassy to England and Scotland producing no 
effect, he resolved to depend on his own sub« 
jects, of whom he sent strong detachn^nts into 
Livonia. The czar, however, entering that 
province at the head of a numerous army, de** 
leated the Swedes, and desolated the wfaolt 
country. 

Matters were in this situation, when the king, 
at the instigation of the queen, meditated the 
restoration of popery. He intended, however, 
to purge the Romish church of certain supers 
atitious ceremonies ; but he believed that it was 
the true primitive &ith, and hoped to reduce the 
religion of Sweden to the simplicity of the ear- 
lier ages of the gospel. His majesty's addre»^ 
the ambition of the clergy, the influence of the 
queen, and many other circumstances, contri- 
buted to gain the ready assent to what he pro- 
posed, ^veral of the ancient customs aiul cere* 
monies of the church were restored, and the 
king, in ord^ to reward the zeal and obedieoc* 
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of the ecclesiastics) suffered them to proceed to 
the eketion of prelates to fill the meant sees* 

After this transactioa, several meetings of the 
lasfaops, and general conYocatioos of the clergfy 
were convened by the king, and certain dis- 
puted doctrines taken into consideration* During 
the space of three years, the kingdom was rent 
by theological dissentions, and reason seemed 
to be wholly extinguished by the violence of 
bigotry and enthusiasm. Duke Charles and his 
dependants opposed the measures of John; 
and the heat of parties wcHild probably have 
occasioned a civil war had not the queen pru- 
dently interposed) and consented rather to per* 
mit liberty of conscience than to involve the na« 
tton in scenes of blood and conRision. Charles 
also ii^uenced the states, who remonstrated with 
the king on his intention of restoring popery, 
and entreated that he would place the heir«ap- 
porent to the crown under protestant tutors, as 
the only means of preserving the affection, and 
quieting the apprehensions of the people* After 
the death of the queen, they renewed their re- 
monstrances, and exhorted prince Sigismund to 
dedare openly in favour of the doctrines of the 
reformation, and to abjure popery : but his con- 
stant answer was, that he preferred a heavenly 
to an earthly crown* The king, however, per- 
Gsiving the influence of his brotbei* duke Charles, 
aad apprehending, the consequences of the ne- 
gotiations that prince was then carrying on for, 
the support of protestantismi in which England, 
the German princes, and all the reformed states, 
had combined, determined to terminate the dis- 
putes about religion, and thereby secure the es- 
teem and affecti^ms of the people* 
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. Daring ttese occiirreDces> EriCy thoag^h a pa*' 
Boner^ had become a sibject of disqoi«tude to hitf 
brother ; who obliged him to appear in the bigh 
court of justice^ tiiere to undergo the disg^::aceof 
a public accusation and deposition. He displayed 
greater firmness on that occasion than had been 
expected ; and excited the pity and compassion 
of m great part of his audience. The unfbrta* 
nate Eric was re-committed to prison, and left in 
the hands of the Sture family, who treated him 
with great severity, and 'carried their brutality 
to such an excess, as to stiike him, and to tnake 
him suffer hunger and cold. At length, as bis 
detention became a source of embarrass-* 
^5^? ment during the late efforts of the kin^ 
* to alter the religion of the kingdom and 
to restore popery, John caused the wretched 
captive to be taken off by a dose of poison. This 
criminal act marks a gloomy character, a fanatic 
persuasion that the interest of religion will sanc* 
tion the most atrocious deeds ; and John was a 
warm devotionist. It will also appear, that 
Charles entertained similar sentiments respect* 
ing the sanguinary liberties authorized by poli- 
tical considemtions, and, in fact, none of the 
sons of the great Gustavus Vasa inherited the 
frank and generous virtues of their sire. 

Sigismund, the son of John, had become king 
of Poland, after a contested election, which had 
been decided by the fbroes of Sweden. Advice 
of this transaction no sooner arrived in Sweden, 
than information of it was sent to duke Charles^ 
who, together with the stated, was required to 
take a fresh oath of fidelity* Charles declared 
that he was ready to pay every respect due to 
the prince; but that he woukl never consent 
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IbatEsthonU and the Swedish ixisseuions in Li* 
vonia should fall into the hands of foreigners. 
-This declarationi of the duke obliged the king 
and prince Sigismund to protest to the Polish 
sM:nbassadorsy that they would never consent lo 
alienate any part of the Swedish dominions, or 
to accept of the crown of Poland on such terms 
as should be prejudicial to Sweden* Some dis- 
cussions took place in the Senate, relative to the 
latitude which should be allowed to the prince 
in the external practice ©f the Romish religion ; 
and Charles was discovered to have haid an 
agency in the disputes on that subject, and that 
his interference was not of a conciliatory tendcn* 
cy. At length it was agreed to defer the decision 
of this matter to the time when Sigismund should 
sticqeed to the crown of Sweden. 
, The death of John was sudden : he was seis* 
ed with a disoixler in his bowels, and fell a vic- 
tim to the ignorance of his physicians. He died 
more esteemed than beloved by his subjects. 
The obstinacy of his temper induced him to 
pctsevcre in measures which he knew to be 
.wrong; and he never yielded except to his 
wife, who inflamed him with very warm zeal 
for an expiring religion. Had he lived, his su- 
perstitious and imprudent adherence to the 
scheme of religious reformation would probably 
iiave involved him in disputes with his subjects^ 
which might have terminated fatally to both. 
r Oivthe death of John, Charles took up- 
on himself the regency of the kingdom "^^^g,* 
tiU the arrival of Sigismund, who was 
then in Poland, and whom he informed of the 
demise of his father. . Having performed the 
ftineral obseqqies of the lale king, the senate 
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promised obodietce, aftd to assnC htm in fM 

protection of the estabiithed reformed reltgion^ 
and in the preservation of the rights aocl piivP 
leges of the nation. The states were then cod^ 
^ j^ Toked to deliberate on the means of pro* 
1593, venting the introduction oi a new Utargf^ 
and the re-establishment of the popiaii 
religion. This measure was deemed absoluteif 
necessary previous to the arrival of Sigt»- 
mundy who had embraced the tenets of the 
church of Rome. Among the first acts of hiM 
reign, he betrayed his predilection for the Po* 
pish religion^ by insisting that one church for 
papists should be permitted in every city or town^ 
and by refusing to be crowned by a Protestant 
bishop. 

Great dissentions arose in the kingdom : tbp 
states urged their pretensions with great warmth ; 
and the nolMlity presented to the monarch strongs 
remonstrances^ which regarded their peculiar 
privileges. Sigismund demanded that both 
should implicitly rely on his promise, and that 
the Romish as Well as the Lutheran religion^ 
should be preached to the people. Charles, 
however^ charged himself with the important 
office of prevailing on the king to give sads^ 
faction to the states ; and therefore repaired t6 
the palace, where a violent altercation took piac^ 
between him and Sigismund* The latter, hoWf 
ever, afterwards pretended to be perfectly re^ 
conciled with the duke ; but while matters 
seemed thus happily compromised, the king 
formed the base design of murdering Charles^ 
who being informed of the intention of the mo* 
narch, made his escape. Sigismund, however, 
being in haute to return to Poland^ agr^ |# 
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#telfy tkiBg^ Required of him by th« sUtes, and 
W^ the admioiatFation oi affairs in the hands of 
Ckariea. 

i After the kin^ had set sail for Dant- 
mekf the ^ke convoked the states, from ^' ^* 
whimi he procured decisions little con- 
fsmiable to the views of kb nephew* But as 
be cqqid not {Mrevatl on that assembly to adopt 
«tt his ideasy he felt his pride hurt, and declared 
that as his toil and labour for the service of the 
state were repaid with ingratitude, he would lay 
down his comniissiont No sooner was Sigis- 
mund informed of the quarrel between the duke 
snd the states, and of the resolution of Charles, 
than he conferred the whole power on the se- 
nate, excluded the duke from any share in the 
government, and enjoined all his subjects to op" 
pose any attempts which might be made by the 
duke to subvert the authority of the senate* 
From that period, the uncle and nephew 
came to an open rupture, and Sigismund, ^' ^- 
Ksolving to compel the duke to submit, 
levied a powerful army, which he reinforced 
With the troops in Finland. The menaces and 
manifestoes of the king struck with terror the 
Mdiers of Charles, of whom many threw down 
their arms, and deserted to their sovereign* 
hostilities immediately commenced, and the 
troops of the duke being defeated in an engage^ 
ueni, he had recourse to negociation. 

Sigismund having restored peace to the 
kingdom, returned to Poland. During ^'^^\ 
his absence, Charles contrived by his 
intrigues to have a new meeting of the stated 
convoked, in which he assumed a marked as- 
^sodeocy. The public conduct of Charles at 
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this peKod IVlis %p«n, c«iididf"«Dd liioderale. » 
MfhWe kt the same time he secretly foiaentcxi 
quarrels between the king and the states, and' 
adopted every measure that coukl foi^rard « hm 
ambition. At length matters weipe brought to 
such a crisis, that the elevation (^ Charles to 
the Sinredish throne seemed a matter of Beceasi^ 
tyv produced by the mal>administration of Si<- 
gismnnd) who also refused to -submit to^*lbe 
proposed restrictions on the exercise of his re- 
li gion . Stgism und was therefor^ solemn- 
1604* *^ deposcdj and, together with his soa 
Uladislaus, declared for ever incapable^ 
of wearing the Swedish diadem> which waa 
bestowed on Charles. 



CHAP. III. 

Jfrom the Accession of Chmrle» IX. to the Death of 
Charles XII. 

THE diet, which conferred the crown on 
Charles IX. decreed, that in c^se of the 
failure of male issue, it should revert to the 
posterity of John, and next to the heirs of tlift 
' daughters of the great Gustavus Vasa, who were 
ilnarried in Germany. Tiiey also ordained that 
no future king of Sweden should take a wifej 
ex<;ept from a protestant family : and that» 
should the hereditary prince accept df a foreign' 
crown, he should thenceforward be considered 
as incapable of succeeding to the throne of 
Sweden. Besides these regulations, they also 
passed^ all^Uie ligorQUS laws generally- resorted* 
to in revolutions : an engagement by oath l« 
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n^ji tbe new order of l!)ine»i *""} a pro- 
ii:ri{>tioii of all who should oppose tt» Poperjr 
became an object of tuspicioli: its professors 
Were laid under severe rc^iaints ; and the Lu- 
therans obtoined a com|^ete triunit»h. 

Charles was no sooner seated on the throne, 
than he reserved t6 oppose the encr^achmelHir 
of the Foles in Lt^mntftb His absencei howevery 
fitmished Sigistnuhd with an opportunity of 
making an attempt on Fitriand* Charles was 
afterwards 6n the point of attacking Riga» when 
his army suffered a severe defeat by the Poles, 
who had nearly taken him prisoner. The dcci* 
Sfveness of this vktopy, however, cotild not 
enable Sigismund to pursue his success, on ac^ 
ceunt of the disturbances in Poland, which fully 
occupied his attendon. 

-Though Charles was possessed of,a!Hlities In 
the cabinet, and endued with personal valour, 
he was nevertheless unfortunate in the field. 
Being also enfeebled by an attack of apoplexy, 
he intrusted at an early period the management 
of his military concerns to his son Gustavus 
Adolphus, and contented himself with setting 
him the example of a domestic administration 
as just as can possibly be under a king, who 
thinks it his duty to offer violence to the con- 
science of his subjects^ Charles has been 
praised for punctual fidelity in the observance 
of his promises ; but his conduct towards his 
brother John, and his nephew Sigismund, de- 
serves no commendation. He was sincere 
in- his friendship, liberal ih' rewaiding merit, 
severe in the punishment of crimes, and a ge- 
nerous promoter of the arts, sciences, com- 
merce, and agriculture. He was addicted ts- 
Vol* XXII, 2 A 
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A. D. ^^°*^^* transports of passion, whlci),iid«r# 
1611. ever, were of short duration. He dieQ 

in tbe sixty-first year of his age. '^ 

On the death of Charles, his son, Gudtavii^ 
Adoiphus, who was then only eighteen years 
of age,* and whose brows had been encircled 
^ith the laurels of victory before his twelflH 
year, was deemed by the states sufficiently qua« 
liiied to sustain the weight of government, and 
was, therefore, allowed to take into his own 
hands the reins of administration. Among the 
number of valuable counsellors, whom Gustavus^ 
had in his service, Was a brother of Sigismundy 
the king's cousin-german. This man had some 
claims to the throne, but sacrificed them to the 
pleasing hopes with which the great qualities 
of Gustavus inspired the whole Swedish nation. 

The king assembled the states ; and what 
fei? i Impressed the Swedes with the highest 

ideas of his penetration and capacity was^ 
the choice he made of a minister. The chan- 
cellor Oxenstiern was placed at the head of* fa* 
reign and domestic affairs. This man to the 
planners of a stoic, added superior abilities in 
matters of state, remarkable rectitude and pro- 
bity, keen philosophic penetration, with a taste 
for, and a practical knowledge of, the sciences* 
K^ustavus also filled every other department 
with enlightened and prudent persons, and bene- 
fited his kingdom by the happy changes which 
lie effected in the administration of justice and 
finance. 

The king took on himself the change of mar- 
tial operations, and prosecuted the war against 

Denmark with such vigour and success, 
"^gj^- that,, trough the mediation of Great- 

Britain and Holland, an advantageous 
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peftoe wfts pit)cured, by which the Danish mo- 

* Harch renounced all pretensions to the throne of 
y Sweden. He was equally fortunate with the 

* KussianS) who ceded Livonia, and part of the 
province .4>f Noyogorod, to Gustavus. His hosti- 
lities, however, with his cousin Sigismund, 
were of longer duration, and were productive 
of events, which procured Gustavus a conspicu- 
ous rank among the most distbiguished war- 
riors. 

The king of Poland could not forget the 
Swedish crown, which nature had planted on 
.his l^ad, but of which he was deprived by the 
impolitic conduct and ciTXjrs of his father and 
himself* He formed a scheme for seizing oa 
the pei^on of Gustavus, who, however, judi- 
'ciously eluded the snare. The Swedish monarch 
having prepared a numerous fleet, on board of 
which he embarked twenty thousand men, set 
«ail for Riga, to which he laid siege. This 
place, which was strongly fortified, was also 
garrisoned witlT a considerable body of veteran 
troops, whose attachment to Sigismund was al- 
most incredible. It was, however, at length 
obliged to yieki to the valour and resolu- 
tion of the J5we(Hsh monaixh, who, in con- -^^^i ] 
' aideration of the brave defence of the be- 
sieged, allowed them to capitulate on honourably 
terms. 

After the reduction of Riga, the kings of 
Poland arid Sweden concluded a truce, which, 
however, was of short duration. Gustavus, 
<hiring a series of years, was engaged in con- 
stant warfare, which afforded him opportunities 
of martialising the ^Swedes, and of forming 
those intrepid commanders and those formidable 
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hattalionS) which during a long tune kept 3Ek|- 

ro[>e in suspense, and balanced the fate o£ so» 

^ jj vereigns. At length, the Swedish xno- 

1629. narch gloriously terminated the war vrith. 

Polaod, and obtained possession of a vast 

cirtent of territorv. 

But Gustavus did not long enjoy the fruits c^ 
his victories in peace : the resentment which lie 
bore to the ^emperor, fi»r the assistance which he 
had given to king Sigismund, his desire to curi) 
the ambition of the house of Austria, and to 
succour the protestant states of tbe empire, de- 
termined him to march an army into Germany* 
He convoked an assembly of the stales, who 
wished to divert him from his purpose by maf$- 
nifying the dangers and obstacles with wiuch 
he would have to contend. ^ The papists^'* 
replied the monarchi '^ whom I am preparing^ 
4*' to attack, are rich and effeminate : my sol- 
<< diers are endued with courage ; and my ge* 
'^ nerak possess abilities* But, if it be the will 
^' of Heaven that I must fsll in the defence pf 
*^ liberty, of my country, and of miuikind) I 
>< am firmly persuaded that Divine Providence. 
^' will suppoit my subjects, who will not ^1 to 
" discharge their duty to my child." 

The army of Gustavus consisted of sixty 
thousand men, who W'Cre the best soldiers ia 
the universe, and warm with sentiments of es- 
teem for their chief. His generals, who were 
jnen of approved talents, were chiedy British^ 
and had been attracted by his generosity to his 
standard. On the other hand, he was opposed 
by those illustrious commanders, Walstein, Mans> 
veldt, and Tilly ; whose n&mes are celebrated m 
tbe annals of war. 
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leaving collected his forces, and declar* ^ ^ 
«d his reasons for invading the empire, 1630.* 
the king, with the impetuosity of a thun- 
derbolty burst into Germany, and anticipated 
the designs of the imperialists. He Teduced 
Frankfort on the Oder, and various other places, 
and obliged the elector of Brandenburgh to 
unite his troops with the Swedish battalions. 
He then invaded Saxony, whose elector wished 
to remain neuter. The imperialists awaited Gus* 
tavus on the plains of Lei psic, and formed 
an army of forty-four thousand veteran ^" J^* 
troops. The Swedish monarch, distin- 
guished by a green feather ia his hat, led his 
soldiers to the attack, and, after a severe con- 
flict, obtsdned a complete victory. Gustavus 
then penetrated into Bavaria, levied contribu- 
tions on the opulent districts of Germany, and 
placed his troops in good quarters. 

The events of war conducted back the king, 
who was still victorious, to the field of Lutzen, 
near Leipsic. On this engagement seemed to 
depend the fate of Europe, which was defended, 
as before, by select troops and chosen generals. 
' The Swedish iofantry behaved with astonish- 
ing valour, broke the line of the imperialists, 
and seized their cannon. Victory had already 
declared for the Swedes*, when Gustavus 
was found stretched among the slain. -^•^• 
This disastrous event, whicli was highly 
advantageous to the house of Austria, was said, 
but without proof, to haye been occasioned by 
an assassin, whom the emperor employed for 
that purpose. The emperor, however, was by 
this time completely cured of the presumption 
iWhich prompted him to say, when Gustavus 
»A2 
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marched forth from the icy traet« of Sweden, 
*^ He is a king of snow, who w ill melt awa j in the 
" warmer regions." 

The death of the brave GustaYus pluR^ed 
Sweden into the greatest affiiction* In an 
instant, she beheld herself ready to be hurled 
frqm the summit of power and glory, and to 
become the prey of her neighbours. The tri- 
umpliant bands of the late monarch, however, 
supported their reputation under the conduct of 
Horn, Banier, Wiemar, and Tortenson, who were 
generals every way worthy of the command of th« 
armies of the defunct hero* In a war that continue 
ed several years, and in which those battalions 
were innted by several princes, who were sure 
of fixing victory on their side when they could 
Unite under their own banners the Swedish 
standards, many of those fonnidable corps insen- 
sibly wasted away, being worn out by their 
own exploits* A few of them, who returned to 
their native country, carried back that militarjr 
spirit and that ardent love of glory, which Gusta* 
vus had excited, and which they transmitted to 
their posterity. 

The thirty years' war, that desolated Ger- 
many, was favourable to the tranquillity of 
Sweden ; which enjoyed internal repose during 
the minority of Christina, who was not more than 
five years of age when she succeeded her father^ 
Gustav,us. The abilities of Oxenstiem, who 
pursued her father's plan, preserved for her 
that preponderancy which the cabinet of Swe* ' 
den possessed in the affairs of Germany. At an 
early age, Christina discovered a distaW for the 
society and occupations of her sex, and delight- 
ed only in violent e:?^rgises, and in exertions of 
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'Strength and featt of activity. She also possessed 
a taste ft>r abstract studies, for the severer 
sciences, the acquisitioo of languages, and the 
study of legislation and of history. Her &• 
vourite authors were Tacitus, Thucydide9, and 
Polybius. 

Christina, having completed the eigh- 
teenth year of her age, assumed the reins ^-^ 
of government, and proved herself fully a- 
We to conduct the affairs of a powerful kingdom* 
The princes of Europe aspired to her hand ; 
hut their proposals were uniformly rejected hy 
the queen* Political interests, contrariety of 
religion, and diversity of manners, were pleaded 
hy^ Christina as the motives of her conduct ; of 
which the true cause, perhaps, was her love of 
independence and impatience of control. " Do 
** not," said she to the. states, " compel roe to 
" make a choice : should I bear a son, it is 
" equally probable that he might prove a Nero 
*' as an Augustus." But, though determined 
not to share her authority with a partner, she 
conceived it to be her duty not to entail on 
Sweden the prospect of wars and disturbances 
after her decease. Having, therefore, obtained 
the consent of the states, she nominated 
a successor to the crown ; and her cheice ^* ^• 
fell on her cousin, Charles Gustavus, count 
palatine. 

That prince observed towards the queen a 
conduct calculated to banish all uneasiness from 
even the most jealous mind. He manifested no 
taclination to reign, and seemed assiduous only 
in paying perfect obedience to the wishes of 
Christina. He avoided meddling in arfaii-s of 
^te^ except when invited and almost forced so to 
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do. The rankxbowcveri which by its splendour 

and power, had at first flattered her imaginatioOf 
the queen at length began to feel as a burthen ; 
she sighed for freedom and leizure^ and after 
niatui^ deliberation, detern^ined to abdicate the 
throne. . This resolution she commanica- 
1^*5? ted to the states, who dissuaded her ffx>ni 
* her pmpose^ and in which remonstrance 
the people unanimously, and even Charles Gus- 
tavus, warmly joined. Yielding to their imftor- 
tunities, she sustained the weight of the crowu 
two years longer, when she resumed her design 
of abdication, which she ouried into effect in 
the twenty-eighth year of her age. In the tear; 
of the people she read at once their attaclunent; 
while every heart was moved, she alone remain- 
ed firm and tranquil. 

Having thus discharged her public duty, and 
transferred to Charles Gustavus the future wel- 
fare of the kingdom, she hastened in pursuit of 
science to a country more favourable to its cul- 
tivation. In quitting the scene of her regal 
power, she appeared as if escaped from impn- 
sonment ; and having arrived at a small brook 
that separates Sweden from Denmark, she 
alighted from her carriage, and leaped over the 
stream : " At length," said she, " I am free, 
** and out of Sweden, whither I hope never to 
** return.** She repaired to Rome, where she 
became a catholic ; on account of which change 
her character has been attacked by protestant 
writers. 

Unfortunately, however, Christina furnished 
matter fpr slander or calumny. Having con- 
ceived an inclination to see France, she repaired 
thither. The Fi'ench, who are quick to disco* 
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JRn* ridiculous follies, saw nothing in Christina 
Jbnt a too great freedom of manner, a masculine 
jstfJe of conversation, an affected neglect of her 
person at the expense of decent cleanliness, and 
A rough and savage genius, void of a]l delicacy. 
Chrkdua^ on the other hand, taxed then^ with 
ignorance) frivolity, and an inordinate passion for 
dress and pleasure; She also gave disgust to 
the court by violating its forms, by persevering 
in wearing the dress of men, and by the con- 
ten^t with which she treated her own sex. 

A still more serious accusation is brought 
against her, respecting the murder of Monadel* 
tchi, her master of horse, apd which it is im* 
^pMSkhle to vindicate. For some reason, which 
Jias never come to the knowledge of the world, 
she caused him to be called into a gallery of 
•£tie castle of Fontainbleau, where she resided, 
And presented letters to him ; at the sight of 
.which he turned pale, and entreated for mercy* 
He was told that he must die ; and was according* 
ly put to death by the command pf Christina, 
who remained in an adjoining apartment till the 
Moody deed was executed. His crime is thought 
to have been the revelation of a secret. ' The 
court ordered her to quit France ; and she 
therefore returned to Rome, where she died, 
Vittle esteemed) in 1689. 
' On the same day that Christina resign- 
ed the sovereignty, the hei*editary prince, f gt?* 
Charles Gustavus, was solemnly crowned 
at Upsal. In consequence of a difference be- 
tween him and Casimir, the son of that Sigis- 
mund who had been deposed from the throne of 
Sweden, Charles attacked and defeated the Poles 
in several succeasive engagements*; and, at length 
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thought himself on the point of obtaining^ |109^ 
session of the crown of Poland* The emperoTf 
however, dreading the vicinity of the Swedish 
monatt^h, stiired up against him entire Ger- 
many. Charies successfully withstood 
^6^ ^^^^ combined efforts of his enemies, 
though he had to contend with the troops 
of Austria, Brandenburg, Poland, Russia, and 
Denmark* 

Charles Gustavus died of an epidemic disease* 
He was a brave, bold, intrepid monarch, whose 
ambition excited the greatest powers of Europe 
against him, and whose genius, fruitful in re- 
sources, would probably have triumphed over 
all difficulties, and compelled his enemies to con> 
elude a peace on honourable terms, if he bad Iif^ 
ed only a few yeara longer. 

The minority of his son Charles XI* 

td60 ^^^^ succeeded to the throne, rendered It 

necessary to suspend all military projects^ 

and to afford to Sweden a temporary repose* 

This tranquillity, however, was only of short 

duration* No sooner had Charles attained the 

age to imitate. the example of his father, 

r67? ^^^*" ^® invaded Brandenburg, and re- 

^ ' commenced with Denmark a war whicli 

proved equally ruinous to both king- 

^67^ doms, and which was at length terminate 

ed by a peace, that, after a series of losses 

and defeats, extricated the Swedish monarch 

with honour from a contest in which the most 

powerful nations in Europe were his enemies. 

The king was now left at leisure to turn his 

attention to the internal government of his 

kingdom : he enacted laws of justice and police, 

regulated the finances, declared Lutheranism 
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^ihe religion- of the nation, prohibited the exer* 
s of eveiy othen but allowed secret toleration 
r the Calvinists and other reformed sects. 
The authority which the senate had assumed^ 
Fc^Te umbrage to the l(ing and to the rest of 
[die people. The senators claimed a middle 
[lank between the sovereign and the states: 
i^y demanded a right of mediating between 
both ; of reminding the king of the obligations 
he owed the people, and the subjects of tiie 
duty \yhich they owed to their sovereign* The 
states appointed a committee to examine whether 
the authority assumed by the senate was found- 
ed on the Ibws of the realm, and perfectly 
constitutional. Their report was, that the king 
was bound to govern by the advice of the senate ; 
whO) by no law of th& constitution had a right to 
the other clfum they asserted. Charles, there- 
fore, declared by an edict, that the statutes should 
venmin in their full vigour ; that he would govern 
by the advice of the senate ; but that he should 
be judg^e^f what affairs ought to be communicat- 
ed to^that body ; and that he should alone possess 
a power of making alterations in the constitution. 
Thus did the' government of Sweden become ab- 
solute and despotic. 

Chafles XL died with the reputation of a 
i^se and skilful prince, whose failings were 
obscured by the lustre of that glory, which he 
loqutred by his political conduct. He left hia 
kingdom independent, and his army and fleet on 
a respectable footing* 

On the death of the. late king, his . « 
son Charles XII. ascended the throne of i'^,gr^^ 
Sweden, at the age of fifteen. What our 
fathers have seen, and what they have related 
ta US concerning this prince, rende> probable 



,y Google 



37^ S.WB9BMW 

the acootints which history has traaftnuttedy f0^' 
sipecting those heroes, who inspired the multkude- 
with their own passion, and hurried them on^ 
bunded by the fanaticism of glory, to such ex- 
eesaes as entail misery on mankind, and involve^ 
nations in ruin* Obstinacy waa the predomi^* 
nant feature in the character of Charles ^II»* 
According to the laws of Sweden, he was not- 
entitled to the reins of government till the age 
of eighteen ; but he almost immediately eman- 
cipated himself from the tutelage of his grand* 
mether, placed himself at the head of affairs^ 
and exhibited io his whole conduct a firmness 
and resolution which invariably attached to hitn 
his ministers, and generalsi 

The inexperience of the youthRil monarch 
induced the kings of Poland and Denmark, and 
the czar of Russia, to enter into a confederacy for* 
the purpose of wresting from him various pro«' 
vinces, which their respective states had ceded 
to his father and grandfather* Instead of beings « 
disconcerted at the news of this powerful* combi- 
nation, Charles seemed rather to rejoice at the 
opportunity it would afford him of displaying 
his courage and abilities. The Danes, com«- 
^ P manded by the duke of Wurtemburg, ^ 
1700. *"d encouraged by the presence of their 
sovereign, invaded the dutchy of Holstein, 
which belonged to the brother-in-law of Charles. 
The Swedish monarch was no sooner informed 
of this circumstance than he drew his sword 
never more to return it ; he quitted his capital 
never again to revisit 'it; and, embarking his 
troops at Carlscroon, sailed for Denmark. The 
Danish fleet, unable to force the enemy, retired 
under the guns of Copenhagen, which was bom- 
barded f and the king of Denmark was cooped 
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ep in Hoistein by some Swedish fi igatfes, that 
6t«ised on the coast. 

In this critical season, the enterprising: spirit 
of Charles suggested to him the means of finish- 
ing the -war at once. Accordingly, he prepar- 
ed to besiege Copenhagen by land,' while the 

.fioet Allocked it up by sea. The citizens, filled 
with consternation, besought him not to bom* 
bard the town; and the king on horseba^i 
and at the head of his regiment of guard*, 
pecdved the deputies, who fell on their knees 
before him, and to whom he granted their 
reqwst, t>n consideration of their paying him a 
ki^ sum of money^ The king of Denmark) 
"Who was in a perilous situation, and whose capi- 
tal and fleet were ready to fall into the hands of 
"the enemy^ concluded with Charles a treaty ot 
peace, which was highly honourable to the Swe- 
^ih monarch* 
' From that moment, the Swedes, after the ex- 
|n^>k of their king, were seized with an enthu- 
siasm which allowed no time for reflection* 
Taxes, which are necessary in War, were consi- 
dered as an honorary tribute ; and every family 
■wished to furnish a soldier. The troops were 
iiabituated to the difference of seasons, and the 
wants of nature ; and bread, water, and arms^ were 
*all that a Swede required. 

No sooner had Charles concluded the treaty 
with the king of Denmark, than he turned his 
arras against the Russians, who had undertaken 
the siege of Narva with eighty thousand men* 

I The Swedish monarch advanced to the relief of 
the place with only eight thousand troops. To 
^me representations that were made to him on 
the great disparity of numbers, he replied, 
" What, do you doubt whether the king of SWc- 
VoL* XXII. 2 B 
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<< den with eight thousand men, cairbeat (he ^sasf 
" of Russia with eighty thousand ?" The Rus* 
sians stood the shock with firmness ; but 
\hM ^^^^ ^^ engagement of three hours, tkeir 
* intrenchments were forced with great 
slaughter, and Charles entered Narva in tri- 
umph. On this occasion the czar Peter said^ 
« I knew that the Swedes would beat us, but in 
^ time they will teach us to become their con^ 
* querors." 

Charles having passed the winter at Narva, 
entered Livonia, and appeared in the neigh- 
bourhood of Riga. He forced a passage over 
the Duna, oh the banks of which were posted 
the Poles and Saxons, whom the Swedish mo- 
narch attacked with great bravery, and, after 
an obstinate and bloody- engagement, gained a 
complete victor}'. He then advanced to Mit- 
tau, the capital of Courland, from whence he 
passed into Lithuania, and entered in triumph 
the town of Bergen, where the czar and thcf 
Polish sovereign had a few months before plan- 
ned his destruction. Charles now formed the 
grand project of dethroning Augustus, king of 
Poland, by means of his own subjects. The 
Poles murmured on seeing their towns en- 
slaved by Saxon gannsons, and their frontiers 
covered with Russian troops. More jealous of 
their liberty than ambitious of conquests, they 
t'.onsidered the war with Sweden as an artful 
measure of the court, in order to furnish a 
pretext for the introduction of foreign soldiers. 

Ciiarles, being informed of the discontents of 
the Poles, entered into a secret correl^pondence 
with the malcontents, and marched to Warsaw, 
which opened its gates to him at the first sum- 
mons. The two contending kings met in a spa^ 
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cious plain near Glissaw, between the capital 
tnd Cracow* The army of Augustus amounted 
to twenty-four thousand men, while that of 
Charles did not consist of more than half that 
number* The Swedish monarch, however, at- 
tacked the enemy with intrepidity ; and, thou|;h 
the king of Poland performed every thing that 
could be expected fix>m a brave prince fighting^ 
for his crown, he was defeated with great 
slaughter : the v«ilour and good fortune of Charles 
prevailed, and he gained a complete victory. 
The kin^ of Sweden directed his march to Cra- 
cow, which immediately surrendered : and Au- 
gustus fled into Saxony. A diet, that assem- 
Ued at WarsaWf declared the' elector of Saxony 
incapable of wearing the crown of Poland ; and 
Charles, who said that he had more pleasure in 
giving^ away, than in conquering kingdoms, re- 
commended to the assembly Stanislaus, a Polish 
fiobleman, who was immediately raised to the 
throne. 

The czar determined that sixty thousand Rus- 
sians should attack the Swedes in their conquests. 
Accordingly, this prodigious force entered Po- 
land, divided into separate armies, and Was 
joined by a great number of Saxons and Cossacs. 
Chades attacked and defeated the Russian 
troops ; and nothing could impede the progress, 
«>r equal the celerity, of the conquering Swedes. 
If a river interposed, they swam over it ; and 
the Swedish monarch, at the head of his cavalry, 
inarched thirty leagues in twenty-four hours. 
Struck with consternation and dismay at these 
rapid movements, which appeared altogether 
miraculous, and reduced to a small number by 
th^ip suecessiye defeats, the Russians retired be- 
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vond the Borts4(henes> and left Augustus to Ma 
fate. Thut monarch was soon after compeHed t» 
renounce for ever all pi^ tensions to the crown of 
Poland, and to acknowledge Stanislaus lawful scv 
Tcreign of the kingdom* 

The prediction, however, which the czar n^ 
tered after the battle of Nai*va* was verified at 
Pultowa. Charles ha-.l imprudently marched hia 
army into Russia ; where his troops were "wrom 
down with hunger and fatigue, and continually 
harassed by the enemy. The czar, havings 
collected his forces^ advanced to th^ relief of 
Pultowa, which was invested "by the Swedish 
monarch. Charles, who had been wounded In 
A former engagement, was much indisposed. 
Betrayed, however, by a false idea of honouri 
he would not wait for the enemy in his intrench*' 
^ents; but oi-dered iits troops to attack the 
Russian camp. The litter, in which the Swedisji 
monarch caused himself to be carried, was twice 
overturned) and the second time broken, by the 
enemy's cannon. After an obstinate and 
H(»* *>^^^y engagement, the Swedish army 
was entirely romed .and dispersed : nine 
thousand of the vanquished were left dead oa 
the field of battle ; and a great number surr^n* 
dered themselves prisoners of war. Charles, 
accompanied by three hundred of his guards^ 
escaped with difficulty to Bender, a Turkish 
town in Moldavia. 

It is a maxim of the Turks to consider as sa- 
cred the person of those unfortunate prinoes 
who take refuge in the dominions of the g^and* 
seignior, and to supply them with the conve- 
niences of life. Agreeably to these liberal 
ideas^ the king of Swec^ca warn received at BeA« 
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der with every mark of respect. The Turks 
and neighbouring Greeks, who had heard of his 
exploits, flocked in crowds to see hini. His in- 
flexible resolution to abstain fi*om wine, and his 
Tegularity in publicly assisting at divine service, 
made the Mahometans consider him as a true 
Mussulman ; ani inspired them with an ardent 
desire of inai*ching under him to the conquest of 
Russia. 

That idea stiU occupied the mind of Charles ; 
and, though a fugitive, and destitute of re- 
sources, he still hoped to dethrone the czar. He 
solicited the assistance of the Ottoman Porte ; 
and Achnoet IH. the reigning sultan, sent him 
a present of a thousand ducats, while the grand- 
vizier said to his envoy, " I will take your king 
^^in one hand, and a sword in the other, and' 
" conduct him to Moscow at the head of two 
" bundled thousand men." The czar's money,^ 
however, changed the sentiments of the Turkish* 
minister, who laid aside all thoughts of a war 
Vilh Russia* The military chest, wiiich Peter 
had taken at Pultowa, furnished him with new 
arms against the vanquished Charles, whose 
blood-earned treasures were turned against him- 
self. The Swede, nevertheless, found means to 
defeat the cabal by which he was oppressed, and 
to procure the disgrace and banishment of the 
grand -vizier. 

The new minister, who was a man of incor- 
ruptible integrity, could not endure the thoughts 
of a war against Russia, which he considered as 
equally unnecessary and unjust ; but he was in- 
duced to observe the rights of hospitality to the 
king of Sweden, to whom he sent a very consi- 
derable sum of money. That present was ac? 
3 P ? 
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companied by a letter from the f^rand-ir 
who advised him, in the most respectful termsytp 
return to hts own states through German^r ov in 
tome of the French vessels which lay in the har- 
bour of Constantinople. But the hauf^hty and 
inflexible Swede, who still believed that he 
should be able to engage the Turks in his project 
of dethroning the czar, obstinately Rejected this, 
and every other proposal for his quiet return to 
his own dominions. 

Another change of ministry inspired Charles 
with new hopes; and, at length, the grand* 
aeignior gave orders to attack the territories of 
Peter with two hundred thousand men. The 
czar, informed of the determination of the Otto- 
man court, marched his army into Moldaviay 
where on the banks of the Pruth, he found him- 
aelf in a perilous situation, being surrounded bf 
the enemy* From tliis imminent danger he warn 
rescued by the dexterity of Catharine, who had 
Dot yet attained the rank of empress, and who 
gsdned the grand-vizier and his council by Ta« 
luable pi*esents. The king of Sweden , who had 
been informed of the perilous situation of the 
czar, hastened from Bender to behold the rain 
of his rival, and arrived in the Turkish camp on 
fhe day subsequent to the treaty. 

Being told of the peace which the grand- 
vizier had concluded with Peter, Charles wat 
inflamed with resentment, and reproached the 
Turkish minister for his conduct. ^^ I have a 
« right," said the grand-vizier calmly, " to 
" make either peace or war ; and our law com- 
^' mands us to spare our enemies, when they im- 
<< plore our clemency." The Turkish minister, 
l^oweveri was disgraced for n^t paying more re^ 
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^^sd to the claims of Charles. The grand-vt- 
zier> Vho succeeded him, was still less disposed 
to favour the views of the Swedish monarch, and 
reduced hi9 pension. Every attempt of Charles 
to kindle a new war between the Turks and Rus* 
sians proved ineffectual ; and the divant wearied 
with his perpetual importunities, resolved to send 
him back into Sweden, attended by a sufficient 
guard* The fugitive, however, still persevered 
in his deinand of an army* 

Indignant at the conduct of Charles, the sultan 

<:onvoked an extraordinary divan, and spoke to 

the following effect :— -'^ I have scarcely known 

^ the king of Sweden, except by his defeat at 

'^ Pultowa, and by his request that I would grant 

^ him an asylum in my dominions. I have not| 

^ I believe, any need of his assistance, nor any 

" cause to love or to fear him. Nevertheless, 

** without being influenced by any other mo- 

^ tives than the hospitality of a Mussulman, I 

*^ have received, protected, andmaintained him- 

^ s^ir^ his ministers, ofificers, and soldiers ; and| 

^ fb/\.\ie space of threo years and a half, have 

^ loaded him with favours. He asked money 

*^ of me to pay his expenses, though I defray 

^' them all: I sent him more than he bad de- 

^ manded. I have offered him a guard to 

^ escort him into his own dominions ; but he 

^ refuses to depart, under pretence that it is^ 

" not sufficiently numerous, and requires a 

? whole army. Will it, therefore,^ be a viola- 

^ tion of tlie laws of hospitality ^ send that 

^' prince away ; and will foreign powers charge 

f' me with injustice and cruelty, if I shall emplojr 

*^ force in compelling liim to depart V* 
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The council unanimously determinedy that 
compulsory means should be adopted, if neces- 
sary. An order to that effect was immediately 
sent to the bashaw of Bender, who waited on 
Ihe king of Sweden, and informed him of. it« 
In return for the gentleness and delicacy Mrilh 
which he acquitted himself of the former part 
of his commission, he received from Charles this 
brutal answer :— " Obey your master, if you 
" dare ; and leave me instantly !" The bashaw 
needed not this insult to animate him to bis 
duty. He coolly prepared to execute the ordeiw 
of his sovereign ; and Charles, in spite of the ear- 
nest entreaties of his friends and servants, resolv- 
ed with three hundred Swedes to oppose an army 
of twenty thousand Turks and Tartars. 

Accordingly, the king of Sweden having * 
caused regular; intrenchments to be thrown up 
for the purpose of defence, the enemy attacked 
the Swedish fortifications, and the cannon began . 
to play. The little camp was instantly forcedy 
and most of the three hundred Swedes were 
made pfrisoners. Charles, who was on horse* 
back, sought refuge in his house, together with 
a few general officers and domestics. With 
these, he fired from the windows upon the Turks 
and Tartars, of whom two hundi*ed were killed, 
and bravely maintained himself till the edifice 
was in flames. In this extremity, a sentinel had 
the presence of mind to observe, that the chan- 
ceiy-house, which was only about fifty yards 
distant, had a stone roof, and was proof against 
fire, and in which they might defend themselves 
to the last. " There is a true Swede I" cried 
Charles, inishingout, like a madman, at the head 
of a few desperadoes* From respect to the per- 
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sen of the king^ the Turks at first recoiled ; but 
ttscollecting the orders they had received/ thcf 
-surrounded the Swedes, and made them pn-' 
soneps. Charles, being in boots, entangled him- 
self with his spurs, and fell; on which a num*> 
ber of janizaries sprang upon him* In order to 
«ave himself the mortification of surrendering* 
his swoixl, he threw it into the air; and some 
of the Tuvks taking hold of his legs ; and others 
of his arms, he was carried in that tnanner to 
the tent of the bashaw. That officer, in 
obedience to the orders of the divan, sent ^- ^• 
the Swedish monarch in a covered cha- 
riot to DeiTiotica, a small town at the distance of 
ten leagues from Adrianoplc, where the emperor 
then resiided with his court. 

In consequence, however, of the intrigues of 
Charles, a sudden diange took placQ in the se- 
raglio. One vizier was disgraced, and another 
^ivaa^led. But, though the ministry of the 
Porte was changed, the condition of the Swedish 
monarch continued the same, and he remained 
& prisoner at Demotica. Lest the Turks should 
»ot pay him the respect due to his royal person, 
ot exact from him any thing beneath his di^- 
>)ity, he determined to confine himself to his 
bed during his captivity, under pretence of 
sickness ; and to this resolution he adhered fof 
ten months. 

At length, Charles, despairing of arming the 
Porte in his favour, signified tq the granc^^viaiei? 
his desire of returning, through Germany, to 
his own dominions. The Turkish minister en^ 
(leavoured to facilitate that event. On hi^ ap* 
proach to the frontiers of Germany, the king of 
Sweden had tlie satisfaction tp learn that th« 
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•mperor had given orders he should be rccciteA 
in every part of the imperial territories, witlt 
«11 the respect due to his rank. Charles, how- 
ever, liad no inclination to exhibit the prisoner 
of Bender. He therefore dismissed the Turldsh 
convoy that attended him on the confines oT 
Transylvania, and assembled his Swedish fol- 
lowers, to whom he said, " Give yourselves no 
•* uneasiness concerning my person ; but repair 
^ wilh all possible speed to Stralsund.'* He 
took with him only a young colonel, for whom 
he entertained an affection, and set out in dis- 
guise in the dress of a .Get*maa officer. At th9 
end of the first day's ride, his companion, over- 
powered by fatigue, was obliged to slop ; but 
Charles pursued his route through all Germany ; 
and after a journey of sixteen days, arrived at 
midnight at the gates of Stralsuncl. The sen- 
tinel refused to inform the governor of the ar- 
rival of an unknown person, and the king 
threatened to have him hanged the next morn- 
ing. On the gates being opened, the stranger 
was introduced to the governor, who, half asleep, 
asked him whether he brought any news froni 
the king, whose arrival a vague rumour taught 
the people to expect. *** WhatJ DuckerT* ex- 
claimed Charles, *' do not my most faithful ser- 
** vants remember me ?*' Recognizing his so- 
vereign, the governor fell on his Knees before 
him ; and the intelligence of the king's arrival 
was instantly spread through the city by the 
ringing of bells and the roar of artillery. Start- 
ing from their slumbers, tfie inhabitants em- 
Ht>raced and congratulated each other on the joy- 
ful event. Charles, having passed sixteen nights 
without lying down to rest, threw himself on ^ 
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hedi where he slept a few hours ; after which 
lie rose and reviewed the troops of the garri- 
son* 

During the inactiVitf of the Swedish mo-^ 
narch at Bender and Pemotica, his enemies had 
been busily employed* in attacking on every side 
his abandoned kingdom. The Danes asserted 
their ancient pretensions : Russia possessed her- 
self of the provinces bordering on her domi* 
nions ; and Brandenburg and Hanover enlarged 
their territories at the expense of Sweden. 
Through the influence of the czar, Stanislaus 
had been driven from the throne of Poland, on 
which Augustus Was replaced. Embarrassed^ 
9ind ignorant how to stop the progress of inva* 
sion, the senators proposed to treat with the 
enemies of their country, but were' answered^ 
that no dependence could be placed on an as- 
sembly which was so enslaved ; that when they 
Had attempted to remonstrate on the conduct of 
Charles, he wrote to his chancellor, " If they 
" prove refractory, I will send one of my boots to 
" govern them." 

Whilst the king lived in a state of impotence 
at Bender, where he was only tolerated and sup* 
ported through favour,'and saw no probable re- 
source within his reach, he was told that Stanis- 
laus wished to renounce the Polish diadem, for 
the sake of enjoying peace. " If Stanislaus,'* 
said he, '* will not consent to be king of Poland, 
" I must choose another." After Charles had 
been taken prisoner, and was on the road to 
Adrianople, he was informed that that prince 
Was also in the hands of the Turks : upon which 
he replied to the person who announced this in- 
tfclligcnce, " Run to him, my dear Fabriciusl 
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*i Tell him never to make peace with Ang«std*> 
*« and assure him that o«r affairs wiH sooit 
" change.'' 

No sooner had the Swedish monarch arrrrcd 
at Stralsundy than, without^ considering the 
wretched state of bis affairs, he imnmediatefy dis- 
patched orders .to all his generals to renew the 
■• war with fresh vigour. Intoxicated by the 
frenzy of glory, all. the young men crowded 
to the standard of their king, and none remained 
for the labours of agriculture, excei>t the aged 
and the infirm, who were little qualified to save 
Sweden from a famine with which she was threat- 
ened* 
^ ^ On opening the campaign, however, 
J 71 5* Charles was surrounded by such a multi- 
tude bf enemies, that valour or conduct, 
without a greater force, could be of little service. 
The combined aitny of Prussians, Danes, and 
Saxons, invested Stralsund ; in hopes that the 
king would there perish, be taken prisoner, or 
compelled to make peace. Charles, who sus- 
tained the siege in person, performed, as usual, 
prodigies of valour. Fearing to fall into the 
hands of his enemies, he embarked in a small 
vessel, apd, by favour of the night, passed safe- 
ly through the Danish fleet, and was landed 
in Sweden ; and the town capitulated .the next 
day. 

The baron Goertz, Charles's minister, a man 
<rf a bold and active genius, and fertile in re- 
sources, induced him to adopt a different plan of 
warfare, and to conclude a peace with Russia. 
Having, therefore, effected a reconciliation be- 
tween his master and the czar, he suggested to 
Charley that it would be an unimjjortant von- 
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psmce to ^soieniber the states of Hamnrer, or 
even to snbdoe the whole^ and that he ought tD 
natch the cvomn of England kom George I* 
irbo had taken part against him daring his mis* 
fertunea, and 1<^ feinstate the family of king 
Jameson the^ throne of Great-Britahir In order 
to accomplish thi» object, Goerts formed an al« 
fiance between Sweden and RUftibt by the in^ 
to^rention of the cardinal Alberoni, an' Italian, 
a man of equal activity and enterprise ; and the 
court of Mieudpid' projected a marriage between 
James's son, commonly denominated the Pre^^ 
tendeiv «id Anne Petrowoa, daughter of the 
osar. 

The impetuosity of Chaiies XIU tho alliance 
in had- formed, and the ambition of his ministery 
seemed ready to overturn the system of Europe. 
bi the interval, however, of preparing for that 
great eiicerpnse,tbe Swedish monarch thought 
proper to invade Norway, in order to wrest it 
fmm x\vo lung of Denmark, and thus indemnify 
himself for the provinces which he had- ceded td 
the czar. Notwithstanding the chain of steep 
mountains, which form- a barrier between the 
iwo states, Charles made an incut^ion into Nor- 
way, penetrated to> the heart of the kingdom, 
and, in the month of December, when the 
ground was oovered with ice and snow, and the 
air intensely cold, laid siege to Fredericshall, a 
strongly fortified town. Many of the soldiers 
were, frozen to death, and, in order to animate 
his tiroopsv the. Swedish monardi- e^cposed him- 
self to all the rigour of. the climate, and to the 
dangers ofl the siege ; and^ oovered only with 
his cloak, usually slept in the open air! One' 
night, as he viewed themcanying on their ap- 
Vol. XXU, % C 
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proaches bjr star-light, he was killed by an hMif*: 
pound ball, discharged from a cannon loaded 
with grape-ahou Though he expired without 
a groan, the moment he had received the blow 
he had instinctively grasped the hilt of his 
sword, and was found in that .position, so ex- 
Iremely characteristic of his mind. 
^ P Thus fell Charles XII. « prince pos- 

171 9. sessed of many eminent, and few amiable 
qualities. He was rigidly just, but void 
of lenity ; romantically brave, yet blind to con-- 
sequences; profusely generous, without know- 
ing how to oblige ; temperate, without delicacy ; 
a stranger to the pleasures of society, and only 
slightly acquainted with books $ a Goth in his 
manners, and a savage in his resentments* In 
short, he was little formed to conciliate love, or 
procure esteem. But his wonderful intrepidity 
and perseverance in enterprise, his firmness un- 
der misfortune, his contempt of danger, and his 
enthusiastic passion for glory, will ever com- 
mand the admiration of mankind. 



CHAP- IV. 

From the Death qf CharUs XII, to the present 
Time. 

^ ^ (^\^ the death of Charles XII. his 
1719. ^^ sister Ulrica-Eleonora, wife to the 
prince of Hesse,' assumed the Swedish 
sceptre, as the gift of the states, not as her own he« 
reditary right. The senate made some conditicms 
with that princess, which emancipated the as- 
sembly from the state of subjection, in which it 
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liad been held by the late monarch* The op- 
pression of the king was not so much attributed 
to Charles as to his minister GoertZy who treated 
the people with great pride and hauteur, and 
who, after the death of his master, atoned by 
the loss of his head for his past inOuence, and 
ibr the iaiperious and arbitraiy use which he 
had made of it* 'f he restrictions imposed upon 
the regid power restored some equilibrium to the 
government, and pleased the Swedes, who al* 
lowed Eleonora to associate her husband, ^ ^^ 
Frederick prince of Hesse, with herself 1*720'. 
on the throne* 

No sooner was the new government estap 
bW&hed, than the Swedes turned their views to 
peace, and signed three treaties with the belli- 
gerent powers; one with the king of Great- Bri- 
tain, as elector of Hanover, to whom the queen 
oi Sweden ceded the dutchies of Bremen and 
Verdin, in consideration of a million of nx- 
dollars ; another with the king of Prussia, who 
restored Stralsund and the isle of Rugen, and 
retained Stetin and the isles of Usedom and Wol- 
iin ; and a third with the Danish monarch, who 
^^pt part of the dutchy of Sleswick^ and gave up 
Wis mar, on condition that the fortifications 
should not be rebuilt. Russia still continued to 
<sarry on the war ; but an English squadron be- 
ing sent to the assistance of Sweden, the czar 
recalled his fleet, and a peace was at length 
concluded^ between the two hostile crowns, by 
which Peter retained possession of the 
provinces of Livonia, Esthonia, and In- ^~J?' 
gria, with paits of Carelia and of Fin- 
i%nd* 
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The states of bwedetl at this time reqfiipal» 
imleed, tiiat peace sbcmld be poociirec]^ whalemr 
might be the concessions demanded ; -laiEi ibe 
condition of this kingdoai jnakes us shuddo-, 
and calls forth oar lamentaitions for those nations 
governed by princes ^vho are infatus^ted by a 
passion for war. All the veteran soldiers had 
disappeared) b^af^ either killed or captured hy 
the enemy. The armies were composed oi 
young recinitts, i^w and inexperienced in tlie 
profession of arms, aad who had not the oppor- 
tunity oTacc|iiinng military skill from the super- 
intendence and example of Charles. The tascs 
were mimei*ous ^ind oppressive, and the people 
groaned under the weigiit of their burdens^ 
Destitute of money and credit, S«edea was un- 
able to resist any longer the attacks «f her ene*- 
mtes* Her commerce was rukied, industry un- 
nerved, and the marine destroyed. Entire pro* 
vinces wei>e coveted witl) ruins ; and cooster* 
nation and dismay penraded the whold king* 
dom. 

Frederick and hiscontort, having thus restored 
peace said IranquilUty to their subjecls, by the 
treaties concluded with the belflgersnt powers, 
endeavoured to i^-establish the prosperity and 
contaierce of the nation. But the success of 
their operations was impeded ^ by the refractory 
and tuiJHilent disposition of the senate ^ who, too 
.proud of the power which they had regained 
after the death of Charles, became jealous of 
the power of the king, and on almost every oc- 
casion opposed his wishes. After the death of 
his wife, UJnca, who was greatly betoved by the 
Swedes, Prederick stood in need of all his pni* 
dence and moderation to support his authority i 
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and to procure a settlement of the succession, 
without disturbances. The states nomi- ^ -^ 
nated Adolphus*Frederick, who was a near 1*75 1 ' 
kmsman of the deceased queen, and of 
the house of Holstem, to be hereditary prince of 
the crown of Sweden. 

The long reigns of these tnonarchS) though 
peaceable, were nevertheless not free from trou- 
bles. In Sweden factions arose which became 
the watch -words of an entire nation, and whose 
tulgar appellations were the "Hats," and the 
**Caps." The former consisted of those that 
wfcre attached to the royal prerogative, and 
were desirous of re-establishing the administra* 
tion of government on the footing on which it 
had stood duringthe reigns of Charies XL Gus- 
tavus^Adolphtis, and Charles-Gustavus. It was 
well known that this party, with which the nc- 
Wcs and clergy sided, were favoured by the 
king and his council. The sentiments of the 
Caps were directly adverse to those of the Hats, 
and breathed nothing but the liberty and privi- 
leges of the senate. With these were united the 
principal burghers, and the most distinguished 
members of the order of the peasants. Besides 
those two Actions, a third party was formed, 
called the ** Hunting-caps," who consisted of 
individuals from all the different classes of the 
people ; and who, by their accession or defec- 
^»on, gave to or took from either of the others a 
preponderant influence. 

Little repressed by Frederick, and still less 

»^$trained by the feeble interposition of Adol- 

phuvFrederick, the Swedish senate had assumed 

a sway which frequently mortified the two mo^ 

2C 2 
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^ :j^ narcli^ . Oa the death of die feroM^ 
i'75l.' the latter prince ascended the throne «C 

Sweden without the least disturbance t 
and, of bis own accord, toc^ an ^oath> in the as- 
sembly of the senate} that he would never* at^ 
tempt to introduce despotic auth<mty, bnSt 
maintain the liberties of > the peofHe) and rule 
according, to the established4aws and govertf* 
ment of the kingdom. But the senate, by- dint 
of remonstrances and of opposition to the royal 
wiilr ia matters which seemed to aflfect the pub^ 
lie wei&re,. ki9d asquhred a degree of credit^ 
wlNch rendered' the Caps predoibinaat*^ .Tbe 
king had been obRged to abandon to popular 
justice, or vengeance^ valuable generals and en^ 
vied ministers, whose zeal for the support of 
the regal authority, and the viewa of FralLcebad 
given o£Eena^ 

^ p Indignant at what he deemed theufr^ 

1756: ^tie influence of the senate, Adolphus 

endeavoured to change the form of go- 
veromcut, and to* increase the power of the 
crown by dimintahing that of the states* The 
design, however, being discovered, several 
persons of rai^ were convicted . as principals in 
this cona^iracy, and condemned to. suffer death. 
The Swedish monarch threatened to resign the 
crown, and to retire imo his heredilary doml- 
Aiona; but he was dissuaded from hispuipose 
jby the people, wha espoused hrv cause in op- 
position to the senate. The party of the Hat^ 
hel^esver, had not the skill to avMl themselves 
of the ascendency which the king gamed in the 
general diet. They constitiited, indeed, a ma- 
jority in that assembly ; but, as they did not 
possess any fixed plan^ nor knew on what to 
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tlie fnonartli« 

Ado^lfxhus -cdochfded a treaty with the ^ ^ 
Preaeh and Imperal courts; and the 1757] 
Swedes, after many debars between the 
king and the seffate, declared war against the 
Prussian tnonareh, and intaded Pomerania.— - 
Their first acts ei ho«tUhy were directed against 
the towns of Anclam and Deniniin; and they 
afterwards attacked the 'forti^d* 6i Pennemunde, 
on the river Fewe, ei which they made them* 
aetvea itiastePd* General ^ Lehwald^ however j 
who comtnatided the royal army of Prussia) 
attacked the Swedes with thirty thousand men; 
and compelled them to abandon their several 
conqaests, and to retire under the cannon of 
Stralsund ; and the enemy possessed themselves 
of a gneat part of Swedish Pomerania. But th6 
Swedes afterwards defeated the Prussians in di& 
feretit engagements^ and" over-ran Pbn^erania i 
though they wei^ always compelled to retire 
to Stmlftund) before the end of each campaign* 
The Swedish senate having b^ome little better 
than pensioners to the crown of France, it wad 
thiedy through the infinence' of the c6uit of 
Versailles, who intrigued with the senators* 
that Adolphus had been ot>lSged to take part 
in fht War against Pmsslat but> ais this mea* 
sure was not only disagreeable to the nation iii 
general, but to the king himdelf^ the Sweden 
nettBr made so mean and despicable an appear«> 
tmce* Accordingly, after several spiritless cam- 
paigns, a peace was concluded between 
the two nations, which left matters just ^' ^• 
as they stood ai the commenceinent of 
^e contest* 
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Adolphus-Frederick, who was of a tntld and 
pacific disposition, was distinguished for can* 
door, and endued with a beneficence and good- 
ness of heart which render his memory respected 

and revered to the present time. His 
^'^' reign, however, was turbulent, and he 

died dispirited, leaving the crown, at his 
death, to his son Gustarus, who had already felt 
its thorns. 

Gustavus III. who, at the demise of his fa* 
ther, was travelling in foreign countries, was 
no sooner informed of that event, than be has* 
tened out of France, and arrived at Stockhcdmy 
where he was received with the most lively ac- 
clamations of joy, and proclaimed king of Swe- 
den. Bom with talents that would have reflect* 
ed lustre on any rank, or any station, he culti- 
vated with care his natural endowments ; and 
his education was suitable to his birth, and ex- 
cellently adapted to a situation which seemed to 
require the greatest exertion of abilities* By a 
graceful and commanding oratory, and the most 
insinuating manner and address, he engaged the 
hearts of those who beheld him only in public ; 
and by an extent of knowledge and depth of 
judgment, he excited the approbation of others, 
who had an opportunity of approaching his per- 
son* They could not, however, suspect him of 
tliat genius for intrigue, of that bold and enter- 
prising spirit, by which he was afterwards dis- 
tinguished : nor could they hope that a prince, 
possessed of such abilities, whilst he exerted 
himself in promoting his own peculiar interests, 
should nevertheless endeavour to increase 5he 
happiness and prosperity of the people* He 
cultivated with equal success the art .of govemr 
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log and of pleasing i and he knew in what man* 
Oftr to gain the respect and obtain the affec* 
tions of hi» subjects. Under the appearance of 
Uie .mo&t disinterested patriotisra, be concealed 
an ambition ^reat as his talents; and covered 
U with a zeal for the welfare of his subjects* 
whick nii^ht prevent the most sagacioos Iron 
penetrating his deigns on the liberties of his 
country. 

Such were the talents, su«h was the ambt-* 
tion of a prince destined to wield a sceptre 
that could adGTord no scope for the one, no grati* 
fication for the other. Master of every popular 
act in a popular government, he had to submit 
to the caprice <i£ a senate, or the dictates of a 
foreign s^mster. Fully equal to the task of 
Sovermog others, he was allowed no will of his 
own : possessed of the affections of his peofdef 
he was only to enjoy the name and shadow of 
loyaky : and he was to refrain from grasping at 
that power which formed the first object of his 
wishes* 

The demonstrations of joy testified by the 
peopIfB on the king's arrival at Stockholm weiw 
exti^eme* Gustavus received all who approach- 
ed him with amiable a&bility, and extended 
his popularity to tlie remotest part of his domt* 
nions. Twice a week he gave audience to his 
people, and listened to the meanest of his fiub« 
jects with the dig^y of a soverdgti, and the 
tenderness of a father. Tbc Swedish monarch 
endeavoured to persuade the principal meU in 
4ie nationi that his attaichment to the constitu* 
tiOHof kH country. was sincere and inviolable^ 
that he was perfectly satisfied with the sloare of 
power whkh the^ laws had allotted him; and 
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that his greatest gloiy consisted in being the first 
citizen of a free and independent people. These 
professions excited the suspicions of a few ; but 
they lulled great numbers into a fatal secuHty.— ^ 
Those who possessed a greater share of penetra- 
tion, perceived that, notwithstanding the king's 
outward appearance of tmpardality^ his favour- 
ites were all selected from the faction of the 
Hats; and that the whole administration acted 
conformably to the court of Versailles. 

Gustavus thought it necessary to make the 
experiment at a considerable distance from the 
metropolis, in order that it might operate, in 
some degree, beforo the senate and states should 
receive information of it, and acquire a matu- 
rity of strength before they could impede its 
force. The small city and strong fortress of 
Christianstadt in Scaniai about two hundred and 
fifty miles from Stockholm, seemed to aflbrd 
every advantage for the purpose, and was ac- 
cordingly selected. Pnnce Charles, the 
^•^' king's brother, set out for that pro- 
' vince, and prince Frederick-Adolphus 
went to the neighbouring territory of Ostrogo* 
thia $ boiU having 'regiments and principal com- 
mands in the army, and being greatly beloved bj 
the troops. 

Every thing now being in readiness, an in- 
surrection was exdted among the garrison of 
Christianstadt; and one Hellechius, a captain, 
at the head of the soldiers, seized on the roaga- 
zindls, arms, and fortifications. Prince Charles, 
who was at Carlscroon when the news arrived 
of the revolt, immediately embraced the oppor*- 
tunity, which his rank and quality afforded jhim, 
of assembling the troopS) of whom he took the ' 



,y Google 



lommand, and marched towards Chri&tianstadt* 
^8 brother, prince Frederick, at the same t'une^ 
9Qt himself at the head of the soldiers in Os- 
j ^gothia. 

[ In the mean time, the misunderstanding be- 
j tween the king and the senate, without break*- 
ing forth into open rupture) had manifested itself 
bj alarming preparations. The king had sur- 
rounded his person with a guard of one bunded 
and fifty men^ who never quitted him. The dif- 
ferent strong posts in Stockholm, had been seized 
by the senate, who had nominated, as governor of 
the city, a man entirely devoted to them. The 
principal officers of the army were Caps ; and 
without cashiering those suspected of attachment 
to the king, the senate removed them fi-om their 
respective corps, under pretext of various servi- 
ces : insomuch that the senatorial assembly could 
I be certain of collecting around them the different 
■ regiments, whenever they chose to command 
their attendance. 
No sooner was the senate informed of the in- 
I surrection at Christianstadt, and of the subse- 
Huent proceedings of the king's brothers, than, 
sensible that the troops quartered in Stock- 
holm were too much attached to Gustavus to 
place any dependence on their fidelity, they 
dispatched orders to the regiments of Upland 
I and Sundermania to march with the greatest ex- 
I pedition to the capital. They commanded the 
cavalry, composed of the burghers, to mount 
\ their horses, and to fix patroles in all proper 
and convenient parts of the city and suburbs, 
I and appointed the senator count Kalling, who 
>vas also considered as prime minister, to be ge- 
I ^eral in chief, with all the authority they could 
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confer. The king- w«s ateorequtml not tx3*At* 
part from Stocfeh&lm, and desired to recal <fats 

brothers without delay. 

Though Gustavus seemed totally dormant and 
macdve with respect to the present transactions, 
it is cYident that he was taking* the most efifectoaf 
measures to accomplish- the gtieat designs he- had 
in' view, to the success of which, nothings eoii>- 
tributed so* moch as the adlnirable silence and 
secrecy wth which they were conducted? 
but things' were now come to a. ^sis wjiiclr 
would no longer admit of disguise and' disstma* 
lation. Tlie arrival of the two regiments^ 
which bad been sent for by the senate^ might 
ha*^^ overthrown the- whole project; and the 
kings therefore) precipitated matters to an imine* 
diate conclusion* 

Early in the* morning of the nineteenth of 
August, Gustaviis sent for all the Hats, whom he 
thought attached to his person, mCKmted on 
horseback, and reviewed the regiment of artil- 
lery* As he passed through the streets, he 
showed himself more cml than usual to all he 
met ; and bowed familiaWy to the lowest of the 
people. On returning to the palace, he took 
the commissioned and- nen^com missioned- officers 
into the guard-house, and harangued them -wttl* 
all that eloquence of which he wasso perfects 
master. He insinuated that his liftr was in dan- 
ger, and exposed to them, in tl»e stW)nge8t Hght^ 
the wretched state of the kingdom^ the shackles 
in which it was h^d by means of foi^ign gold, and 
the dissentiona and troubles which had distract^ 
ed the diet for so longa time- He assured them 
that his ©nly design was to banish corruption, 
restore, true libeity, and revive, the tmcient 
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testre of Sweden ; and, disclaiming all absolute 
power, concladed his speech with the follow ing 
words : ** I am obliged to defend my own li- 
* berty, and that of the kingdom, against the 
" aristocracy which reigns. Will you be faith- 
** ftil to me, as yolir forefathers were to Gusta* 
** vns Vasa and Gustavus Adolphus ? and I will 
" risk my life for yo\ir welfare, and for that 
** of my country." A gloomy sHence pervaded 
the wBole assembfy. *' What !" exclaimed the 
king, astonished and confused, ^ does nobody 
" answer me ?" — " Yes," replied a young offi- 
cer, *' we will all follow you. Is there any man 
•* among us so base as to deseh his kinj^ ?'* — 
These words decided the business ; and each in- 
dividual present took the oath of fidelity to the 
king. 

The officers were ordered to assemble the 
soldiers ; and Gustavus advanced from the 
guard-house to the parade, in order to harangue 
the troops, who were wholly unacquainted with 
his designs, and had been accustomed to pay 
obedience only to the commands of the senate. 
He addressed them in nearly the same words 
that he had used to the officers, and obtained 
equal success. In the mean time the emissaries 
of the king had spread a report that Gustavus 
had been arrested by order of the senate. The 
populace, therefore, flocked to the palace in 
great numbers ; and, arriving just as his majesty 
had concluded his speech to the guards, testified 
by reiterated acclamations their joy at seeing him 
safe* 

The senators were now immediately secured. 
They had beheld from the window of the coun- 
cil-chamber the tumult on the parade ; and, at a 
Vol. XXIL ^ D 
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loss lo know the meaning of the shoots #1^6 
they heard, attempted to send some of theif' 
members to gain intelligence of what was {>as8iiig« 
But thirty grenadiers, with their bayonets fisedj 
opposed their egress, and informed them that 
it was the king's pleasure they should remain 
where they were. The senators began to threateiii 
but were only answered by having the gates shut 
and locked upon them. 

Gustavus then mounted his horse, and being 
followed by his officers, with their swf>rds drawn, 
a large body of soldiers, and numbers ef the po- 
pulace, paraded the streets of Stockholm* He 
ordered tlie gates of the city to be shut ; and, in 
the name of the senate, sent orders to ti>e troops 
on their march, who were now not more than a 
league distant, to return to their former stations. 
Ignorant of the transactions in the city, and 
supposing that the command had really come 
from the senate, they immediately obeyed. 
With the same facility Gustavus made himself 
master of all the posts, and obliged all the people 
to take a new oath of allegiance to him. 

Thus was this great and unparalleled revolu- 
tion accomplished ; and an extensive nation de- 
prived of its liberties in a single morning, with- 
out bloodshed, without noise, without tumult^ 
and without opposition. The king repaired to 
the castle ; and, haying sent for the foreign mi- 
nisters, informed them that it was with the 
greatest sorrow he had agreed to the measure of 
which they had been witnesses, and which he iiad 
been obliged to take for the security of his per- 
son, and the prosperity of the state. 

On the following clay, which was the 2 1st of 
August, the king assembled the diet, in order to 
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Hbolish thh oldy and establish the nev, form of 
SDverBment. Gustavus took such decisive mea- 
sures, for Ihe completion of thi« great act, as 
tommitted nothings to the hazard of chance, or 
to the caprice of fortune. A large detachment 
of the guards were posted in the morning in the 
square whei-e the house of nobles stands ; the 
palace was invested on every side with troops ; 
all the garrison were under arms ; cannon were 
planted in the great court of the hall, where the 
•tates were assembled ; and every thing had the 
appearance, not only of war, but of the immediate 
attack of an enemy. 

Being thus conveniently secured in this place 
otterpors, it was not a matter of much consider- 
ation whether they should accede to the propo- 
sitions that were to be made to them. The king 
enteretl the hall in his royal attire ; and, having 
the silver hammer of Gustavus Adolphus in his 
hand, he made with it the signal for silence. 
After a speech of considerable length, in which 
he recounted the motives which had induced 
him to act in the present manner, and the causes 
that had occasioned the late transactions, he read 
to them the plan of a new form of government, 
Which he had ready prepared. This piece, 
which consisted of fifty-seven articles, was of: 
great length, and imported that the king was to 
choose the senate himself; that he was to have 
the power of convoking, proroguing, and dis- 
solving the diet at his pleasure ; that he was to 
have the sole disposition of the army,' navy, and 
finances, and of all the employments civil and 
military. It did not expressly ordain that the 
kmg should have a right to impose new taxes ; 
but it provided that those which already existed 
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ftliould be perpetual ; aiid that, in case t>f hostile 
invasion, or other urgent necessit7, the moiiarch 
was at liberty tQ augment them at his discretion, 
until there should be an opportunity of assemUing 
a diet. Finally, it decreed that the states should 
not deliberate on any matters, except such aa 
were laid before them by the king. 

The whole of this piece being read, Gustavus 
asked them if they would give him their oath to 
observe this form of gofvemment. We may rea- 
dily conceive that no assembly was ever joatxe 
unanimous: there was not a single dissentient 
voice, nor any debate on the subject ; and the 
whole diet was immediately sworn in the pre- 
sence of the king- The new form was then sign-* 
ed and sealed ; and, this great work being hnsJly 
accomplished, Gustavus, with an appoaranceof 
piety, observed that it was necessary to return 
thanks to Almighty God for his assistance on this 
occasion, and taking a psalm-book out of his 
pocket,, began to sing the Te Deum, in wliich he 
was accompanied by the whole assembly with 
great reverence. 

The constitution was sent intct the different 
provinces, and every where received without 
murmur and without opposition. The king 
was not negligent in putting the internal govern- 
ment of the kingdom into hands in which he 
could confide : nor did he foi^t to provide for 
those who had distinguished themselves in fa- 
vour of the revolution. Prince Chkrles was 
created duke of Sundermania, and appointed |p 
the government of Scania, Halland, Blacldngen, 
Bahur-Lehn, and Smaland; prince Frederick 
Adolphus, duke of Ostrogothia, with the im« 
portant province of Firiland 3 mi the king** 
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msthtTf die queen dowser, was appointed go* 
Temesa of the Swedish provinces in Germany. 

In the first diet> however, which met 

aftar the revolulion, it was manifest that ^i,^' 

the seeds^ of dissention had taken deep 

root in the minds even of those who filled the 

highest offices of the state. In this assembly 

the king endeavoured to re-establish the ancient 

dasaea of the Swedish nobles ; the high nobility, 

theequestrian order, and the gentry. £ach class 

was to vote separately; and, as every question 

WHS to be decided by the majority of the classes, 

which Gusiavus flattered himself would be easily 

abtaioed, he hoped that the people would be 

anuised with the show of representation, while 

the real power remained in his own hands. But in 

this expectation, the views of the sovereign were 

disappointed ; the higher orders, who felt their 

own consequence, became untractable ; and the 

lower house, who saw themselves degraded by 

this arrangement, entered into a state of impla- 

<Hd3ie oppo^tioQ. A motion was made to ascer« 

tain and limit the royal prerogative, and Gustar 

«uS found it neoissary to dissolve the states. 

Another diet, which the Swedish mo-- 
aarch assembled, was not more aatisfac- ^^^^ 
tory to his views. Most of the measures 
proposed by the king were rejected; and, in 
order to obtain one point, the establishment of 
granaries under his inspection, he was obliged to 
rdinqulsh a prerogative attached to the crown 
hy the old constitution, from the reign of Gusta- 
^u* Adolphus, that, when the orders of the diet 
should be divided on any question, the determi- 
nation should be referred to the sovereign. This 
diet was dissolved with unequivocal symptoms of 
?D2 
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dtftsatts&ction, and with mutual recriminatiaBff 
, between the king and its leading ihember&» 

Hurried on by that love of gloiy, which all 
nations extol, though it is generally the cause of 
their misfortunes, Gustavus was not satisfied vnth 
-the celebrity that he had acquired by the revo* 
lution effected in his own country : he had fre- 
quently said that a war was necessary^ in order 
to characterize a reign ; and in vain did his un* 
cle, the Great Frederick of Prussia, recommend 
to him pacific measures. The Swedish raonaneli, 
not contente<l with repose, desired at all events 
to be a conqueror. Though Gustavus had added 
to the royal power in Sweden, he was still the 
monarch of a proud and independent peof^e: 
his rights, though extended, were not unlimited; 
and the constitution, which he himsdf had di» 
gested and sworn to^ maintain, invested him 
with every power necessary to defend his cb- 
minions; but expressly denied htm that of un- 
deruiking an offensive war, without the consent 
of the four orders of the kingdom* He pretoid- 
ed to be alarmed at the armament which the 
empress of Russia was fitting out agunst the 
Ottoman Porte, and presented to the Russian 
court a menacing note, by which he re- 
ns? qu'^^d Catharine to disarm, and to ac- 
cept his mediation between her and the 
Turks, to restore to Turkey all that had been 
taken from it during the last war, and to rein- 
state Sweden in the po9session of Finlmid and 
Ingria, even to within two leagues of Peters- 
burg. He insisted that the court of Russia 
should return a Yee or My without modification, 
and declared war in case of refusal. 
NQt waiting for an auswer to this extraordinary 
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Bote, he pat himsdf at the head of Ms arnif , 
and advanced to the frontiera of Finland. He re- 
fused all conference with geiierals, whom the em- 
];>reas sent to negociate with him ; and he every 
where spread the assertion that the Russians in- 
tended to invade Sweden, and iiad already com* 
mitted hostilities. Catharine, who was proud of 
her power, 9nd intoxicated by the splendour of 
her r^gn, had been lulled into an imprudent con- 
fidence, 9Skd craild not belkve that the Swedish 
monarch would dare to attack her* The inCeitua- 
tion of the empress was so great, that her squa* 
dron had received orders to sail for the Archipe* 
k^ ; and, if Gustavus had been four days later 
in declaring war, he would have found the sea 
open, Cronstadt without ships, and Petersburg 
^stitute of defence* 

. In proportion as the empress had been blinded 
by security, the more lively was her alarm* All 
the peasants and domestics were armed, and 
aent into Finland* Consternation and dismay 
leigned at Petersburg ; the most alarming and 
fidse reports were propagated ; the Swedes were 
every moment expected to arrive ; and the de- 
parture of Catharine for Moscow was considered 
as certain* But the tardiness of Gustavus, and 
the activity of the Russian mtnistei^ soon dis- 
pelled this fear. - The two hostile fleets met and 
engaged; Te Deum was sung by each party, 
and both claimed the victory. Both armaments 
suffered considei*ably ; but that of Catharine 
l^pt the sea, while the Swedish squadrons re- 
turned to port* In this engagement the duke 
of Sandermania acquired reputation, as a naval 
commander* Gustavus having intercepted a iet-« 
ter, by which he understood that twelve thou- 
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9«ad Ritfsiaiis wefe advaBcing a)pdas| liioi» w^ 
emlMtked his trooptt with pMC^tatioity joui no-af-^ 
fiur of importance followed. 

Tlus unsuccesaful attem[^ and the dedans 
tion of Doiinark) which hud espoused the came 
of Rusata* and was makinf^ Ibrnudable prepanw 
lions in Norwafy excited a murmur ia tiie Swe^ 
dish armjr ; which was increased bjr its being' 
known that tiie RusaiaBs hsd.not meditated an at^- 
tack upon S wsden^ and that the kingt had enga^ 
•d in an unoonstitiitimial war, the oooKmenceaienc 
of which was humiiiating, and the consequencea 
dangerous* Enraged at seeing themselves at 
cmce deceived and abandoned, the commandeFs 
a|ienlf expressed their dissatisfaction, and did not 
cUsaemble their «neasiaess. Every thing an^ 
nounced another revolution, which the fiuilta of 
Gustavus had prepared ; bttt from which his ac- 
tivity and .good fortune poeserred him* The kings 
of England and Prussia, by their m^mcea, stop* 
ped the Danes, and compelled them to make 
peace. The Swedish m<9iatx±, supported bf the 
people whom he knew how to aranutfey ter- 
nfied the troops, and kept the nobles 'withio 
bounds. The army, p^rcesvtng^e union of the 
king and the peofde, mi learning the defectkm erf* 
the Danes, denounced and al»nd(»ed the au- 
thors of the seditiony whose schemes it had 
previously approved. Gustavus imprisoned Che 
leaders of the revolt ; and, by judiciously distrt-> 
huting largesses, by promises^ by severely punish- 
ing some of the rebels, and extending .ckenten<:y 
to others, he re*estabUshed 4discipline among 
the troops, and by his presence 4!e«animated their 
courage* ^ 

'.Having .thus restoied 4»der to the anmj, ib» 
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Siredisli monarch was indebted for some ad* 
vantages to the skilful valour of general Steding. 
His fiotilla) which had been beaten by the Rus* 
sHanS) and shut up in. the gulf of Viburg, had 
exposed GustBvus to the loss of his ships and his 
libefty. But, at the moment when he was con- 
«dered as destitute of resources, he heroically 
quitted this dangerous petition) made his way 
trough the Russians who surrounded him^ 
braved the terrible fire they poured on him, and 
9t once fulfilled the duties of a general and « 
soldier. Having forced the enemy's line, he 
rejoined his ships of war, destroyed the gallies 
of the prince of Nassau, and captured or sunk 
fbrtytfour vessels. By this victory he frighten- 
ed the empress, who might almost have beard 
from her palace the report of the enemy's can- 
non. He then returned to his own posts crpwn*- 
ed with glory ; but disgusted with a war which 
had exposed him to so many dangers, cost him 
«o much blood, and the success of which had re« 
alized none of the hopes he had conceived. At 
length the courts of Russia and Stockholm abjured 
their llatred of each other, renounced their pre* 
tensions, terminated their hostilities, and, through 
the intervention of Spain, concluded a peace, by 
which each retained what it before pos- 
sessed. The treaties of Abo and of Nis- ^^j^' 
tadt were renewed and confirmed $ and 
Gustavus renounced alL claims to the possessions 
conquered by lus ancestors. 

Whilst the war continued, Gustavus had been 
compelled to assemble the states of the kingdom, 
in order to raise supplies for the exigencies of 
the government ; and the discontents, which had 
prevailed in the foriper scsiHons, seemed to in» 
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civase in this. Some popular laws were passed { 
and the privilegesf wluch the nobility had before 
exclusively enjoyed^ were extended to all the in- 
habitants of the nation* The king, at length, ob- 
tained his object with respect to the supplies ; 
bat concluded the diet by abolishing the power of 
the senatf , which was a nearer approach to ar- 
bitrary power, 9fid extremdy obnoxious to the 
nobles. 

Averse as the king must necessarily have beeti 
KOdered to these assonl^iiss, his necessities once 
* nv>re obliged him to summon adiet, which 
rfQp' *•• convened after a notice of three 
^ weeks, was held at Geffle, a solitary si- 

tuation on the Bothnic gulf and seventy miles 
from Stockholm, and, during the whole of its 
deliberations, was surrounded by mercenary 
troops. By this means the expectations of < the 
public were completely frustrated; no reform 
was effected, nor any censure passed on ibe king 
fee the manifest infraction of both the old and 
new constitutions, by entering toto war without 
the consent of the states. 

But though the dissattsfactiQn which the eenduc9 
of Gustavus had excited was thus suppressed, the 
evil was not erai&ated, and the sword of &ction 
impended over his devoted- head. The king had 
resolved to put himself at the head of the French 
emigrants, whose hopes and enthusiasm he had 
cherished and inflamed, and to attack the domi^ 
nions of France. To this measure not only the no^ 
bles but the people were extremely averse. Se- 
veral coDspimtors, some in order to re-establish 
the authority of the senate, others to avenge 
Aight personal injuries, reserved to kill him at a 
49Msked balU One of them, named Lilian-Hor% 
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^tiifig by remorse^ wished to uve the king's lifcf 
^vithout betraying tus accomplices* He there- 
ibre sent a note to the monarchy containing the 
fbllowing words : ^* I am yet your friend, though 
^ I have reason to be no jonger so* Do not go 
^^ to the ball tonight; for a plot is formed against 
«c your liie*^' Gustavus, ,on reading the note, 
-was observed to turn pale ; but he affected to 
CiMisider it as intended to insult his courage^ in 
order to deter him from the evening'b amusement* 
To a noblefhan, who ui^d him to abstain from 
going to the balU or at least to secure himself 
'With a coat of mail, he said with a smile, *^ Let 
^ us go and see whether they will dare to assas^ 
"sioateme." 

This ball was given on the 1 6th of March* ^ ^ 
On entering the room, the king mingled 1792.* 
among the crowd, and was surrounded 
by several persons in masks, one of whom fired 
a pistol at him, and lodged the contents in his* 
body* A scene of dt*eadful confusion immedi*- 
ately ensued* The conspirators, amidst the ge- 
neral tumult and alarm, retired to the other parts 
of the room ; but one of them had previously 
drc^ped his pistols and a d^^er close by the 
wounded king. By the information of a cutler 
and a gunsmith, these weapons were found to 
belong to a nobleman, called Ankerstix)em, a cap- 
tain in the army, who was no sooner apprehend- 
ed than he 'confessed that he was the person 
^ who had endeavoured to liberate his country 
*' by the death of a monster and a tyrant." He 
named two conspirators, who were capitally con- 
demned ; but, either from clemency, or policy, 
their punishment was commuted intp exile* 
Aiikerstroem was sentenced to have his right hand 
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and his head cut off, and his body impaled ; and 
this sentence was carried into execution on the 
17th of May. The king's wounds proved mor- 
tal; but he lived several days, and displayed 
in his misfortune a constant courage and an 
heroic firmness. Thus fell in his forty-sixth 
year Gustavus III. a prince who from his active 
ambition, his eloquence, his courageous actions^ 
his rash valour, his numerous defects, and his 
brilliant qualities, deserves a distinguislied place 
in history. 

Imjnediately on the death of the late tnonarcb, 
his «on Gustavus IV. was proclaimed king of 
Sweden ; and his uncle, the duke of Sundermania» 
was appointed sole regent, till he should attain 
the age of eighteen years. The mild and equal 
conduct of the regent preserved the country from 
the horrors of internal war ; while the wisdom, 
spirit, and patriotism^ of his councils, saved it 
from the insidious attacks of a restless and dan- 
gerous neighbour. His prudence feelingly im- 
pressed him with the blessings of peace ; and he 
dedicated his whole attention to repairing the 
losses which Sweden hadsuifered. At the con^ 
elusion of the year 1793, a conspiracy was dis-i 
covered, at the head of which was baron Arm- 
feldt, and others of the nobility, who confessed 
that application had been made to the empress 
of Russia to favour a revolution, by sending a 
fleet to ciiiise near Stockholm. The chief of 
the conspirators were sentenced to suffer per- 
petual imprisonment* 

* The young king, with his uncle and 

1796. * numerous suit, being invited by 

the empress of Russia to visit Peters* 

burg, set out for that city^ where they arrirfed 
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dA the 35tb of AogOBt. At the first interview 
6f Gustamis and Catharitie, he would hare kissed 
her hand; but ahe refined to allow it) saying^, 
<< N09 1 cannot forget that the count von Haga 

* is a king."-— ^< If your mojestf /' answered he, 

* n^ not give me leave as empressy at least per* 
^ mit this £kVoar as a lady to whom* I owe so 
** much respect and admiration.'* But the inter* 
new of the Swedish monarch with the young 
grand-duchess, Alexandra Paulina) to espouse 
whom this visit was wholly intended, was still 
more interesting. Her tall and elegant figure, 
fiur complexion, light flaxen hair, waving in 
ringlets on her shoidders, regular features, and 
modest aspect, made a lively impression on his 
heart r which her innocence, candour, sensibi* 
Kty, and talents, contributed to strengthen. 
The princess of Mecklenburg, whom he was to 
have married^ was soon forgotten ; and the young 
Gustavus seemed enamoured of Alexandra* 

The day for their 'espousals being fixed, the 
only difficulty that. presented itself was that of 
religion* Catharine resolved to make a queen of 
Sweden of the Greek church* The day arrived 
for the public betrothment of the enamoured 
psur* The young princess, in her bridal attire, 
the empress and her couK, were already assem* 
bl(d ; and the bridegroom only was absent^ 
whose tardiness was a matter of surprise* The 
contract and articles of alliance had been car- 
ried to Gustavus only an hour before that ap- 
pointed for ,the solemnity* He declared, how- 
ever, that, though no restraint should be im- 
posed on the conscience of the princess, she 
ought outwardly to conform to the established 
laws of Sweden. The conflict was severe ; the 

Vol. XXn. 2 E 
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moment critical ; but the principles of the youth' 
lul monarch triumphed over his passions. The 
importunities of the Russian ministers, the soli- 
citation of the Swedes gained over to the cause, 
and even the interference of the regent, could 
not shake his resolution 1 — ^^ No, no ; I will not; 
^ I cannot ; I will never sign them,'' exclaimed 
he; and, vexed at their pertinacity, hastened 
from them, and shut himself up in his apart- 
ment* Catharine was extremely chagrined at 
the disappointment ;, and Gustavus soon after 
quitted Petersburg* 

. jy When the armed neutrality was re- 
1801. vived by the late emperor, Paul, Sweden 
joined the other northern powers, and 
made preparations for attacking England* But 
when the English armament, under the com- 
mand of admirals Parker and Nelson, had de- 
feated the Danish fleet before Copenhagen, and 
was proceeding against thte Swedes, Alexander, 
who had ascended the throne of Russia, sent a 
note to the commander in chief, requesting a 
suspension of hostilities till a definitive arrange- 
ment could take place, which might terminate 
the differences that subsisted between Great-Bri- 
tain and the northern powers* Accordingly, 
England and Russia soon after concluded a treaty 
of agreement, to which Sweden acceded* 
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DENMARK. 

CHAP. I. 

J^escrifUkn of Denmark^ and its Hutory tQ the 
Accession of Canute VL 

nrX> Denmark) which consists of several 
JL islands in the Baltic sea^^and a peninsula 
adjoining to Germany, are added the kingdom of 
Norway and the great.isle of Iceland* It is boun*- 
ded on the we&t by this German ocean ; on the 
east by Sweden and Swedish Lapland ; on the 
north by the sea called the Categat ; and on the 
south by Germany. 

The air of Norway is in general pure and sa- 
lubrious ; and it is said that some of the natives 
live to so great an age> that existence is no 
longer considered as a blessing. The climate 
varies accoi'ding to its proximity to the sea and 
northern situation. The eastern parts of Nor- 
way are generally covered with snow ; and 
during the winter season, which continues six 
months or upwards, the largest rivers are ar- 
rested in their course by the frost ; and the sa- 
liva no sooner drops from the mouth than it rolls 
on the ground like hail. But, against the inten- 
sity of the cold, the wise and bountiful Creator 
of*the universe has bestowed, on the inhafeitau|^ 
of this inhospitable climate a greater variety Br 
preservatives than most other countries afibrd. 
They are supplied with fuel by extensive fo- 
rests ; clothes and coverings for their beds are' 
furnished them by the wool of their sheep and 
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the furs of their wild beasts ; down and feathers 
are afforded them by innumerable flights of 
birds ; and they afe even sheltered from the in- 
clemency of the wind by the mountains, which 
abound in caverns. At Bergen, the capital of 
Norway, the longest day consists of about nine- 
teen hours, and the shortest of little more than 
five. During a part of the summer season, the 
inhabitants can read, write, and transact any- 
business throughout the whole night ; and, in the 
most northern provinces, the solar orb is perpetu- 
ally in view. In those regions, however, in the 
middle of winter, there is only a feeble glimmer- 
ing of light at noon, during an hour, whoRat!%Sk. 
rays of the sun reflect upon the tops of the 'moun- 
tains- In this gloomy season, however, the sky 
is so serene, and the moon and aurora-borealis are 
so bright, that the Norwegians carry on their 
fisheries and other trades without the assistance of 
any other light. "" 

The mountains of Norway are covered with 
eternal snow ; and the shores are in general steep 
and rocky, but abound in gulfs, creeks, and 
harbours, in many of which vessels may ride at 
anchor without the least danger. The Norwe- 
gian seas are celebrated for the variety and pe- 
culiarity of their fish, and also produce crea^ 
tures whose existence has been for ages deemed 
chimerical. A sea snake, or serpent of the 
ocean, was shot in 1756 by a master of a «hip, 
who says that its head resembled that of a horsed 
that its mouth and eyes were large and black, 
and that from his neck hung a white mane. It 
floated on the surface of the waiter, and carried 
its head a considerable way out of the sea. The 
length of this creature was upwards pf one hun- 
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dred yards* Here also are iifhales of various 
kinds, porpoiseS) sword-fish, sharks, ^turgeoD) 
salmon, turbot, cod, thornback, rock-fish, By- 
ing-fish, whitings, carp, gurnet, flounders, 
mackarel, and many others common to the £u- 
rojiean coasts* We are informed by a very re- 
spectable writer, whose veracity is indisputablci 
that in 1 734, above the surface of the sea ap^ 
peared a very large and frightful monster, the 
head of which overtopped the main-mast of a 
ship that was passing by ; that it had a long and 
sharp snout, broad paws, and spouted water like 
a whale ; and that its body was as thick as a 
Ipgshead, and its skin variegated like a tortoise- 
Near the isle of Mo&koe is a singular kind of 
current, or whirlpool, the roaring of which is 
scarcely equalled by the loudest and most dread- 
ful cataracts, and is heard at the distance of 
many leagues. During a quarter of an hour, 
between high and low water, the violence of 
this whirlpool is veiy considerably abated, 
s^nd fishermen venture upon it with their boats : 
— ^the impetuosity of the current soon I'e- 
tums, and gradually increases, till it forms a 
vortex, which absorbs every thing that comes 
within its attraction. It is not in the power of 
imagination to conceive a fate more dreadful and 
terrifying than when a person feels himself irre- 
sistibly drawn to the verge of a whirlpool, which 
is ready to devour him ; and even whales, when 
they find themselves overpowered by its vio- 
lence, send forth the most lamentable howI« 
ings. A storm gieatly Jieightens the fury of 
the stream, whose attraction will then extend 
farther than six English miles j and several ves- 
2 E 2 



,y Google 



318 DEMMARK. 

selft have been ingulphed in this vortex, when the 
unhappy. crew considered themselves hr dii^ant 
from the reach of its force* 

Greenland) which is a kind of appendage to 
the Danish crown« was discovered in 1585^ i^ 
Captain Davis, an Englishman ; from whom the 
struts which divide North- America from Green* 
land, received their denomination. The sum^ 
mer season continues about three months, dur- 
ing ^ich the sun shines bright and warm, and 
the sky is seldom shaded with a cloud ; but, in 
winter, the Graenlanders during several melan- 
choly months never see the sun, and have only 
morning and evening twilight to relieve the te- 
dious gloom ; and the brumal cold is so intense 
that the strongest spirits will freeze close by the 
fire* The seas of Greenland are extremely pro- 
lific in fish of almost every species, particukurly 
whales, which swim in large shoals. When the 
Greenlanders have found a whale, they strike 
him with a harpoon ^stened to a line made of 
seal-skio. When he is quite worn out by loss of 
blood, and it is no longer dangerous to approach 
him, ^ey pierce him with spears and lances, 
and leaping into the sea cut away the &t all 
round the body. Nothing can be more singular 
than the ideas they have formed respecting the 
celestial lx>dies« The moon, they say, was once 
a young man, and the sun a young woman, his 
sister, with whom he was familiar in the dark; 
but the lady being desirous of knowing her pa- 
ramour, rubbed her hands with soot, with which 
she stained his white bear-skin coat, and from 
this circumstance they account for the lunar 
spots. In order to avoid the incestuous embraces 
of her brother, the. sun ascended the air^ wbi- 
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Aer the moon followed, and though he continues 
to pursue, he is never 9AA» to overtake her. 
They also believe, tliat the heavens revolve round 
the point of a prodigious tock, behind which the 
sun, moon, and stars retire, when invisible* 

The isle of Iceland, which also depends on 
the crown of Denmark, derives its appellation 
fipom the immemse masses of ice that float around 
itf and 4s situated between 63 and %7 degrees of 
north latitude) and between 1 1 and 37 degrees 
of west longitude ; being lour hundred miles in 
length, and one hundred and sixty in breadth. 
The number of its inhabitants, which has been 
estimated at sixty thousand, is certainly dispro* 
portioned to the extent of the territory. In- 
deed, so great has been the malignancy of the 
pestilence, and other contagious disorders, that 
this island has been repeatedly almost depopu- 
lated. The small-pox, in particular, has at dif- 
ferent times proved remarkably fetal to it ; and 
in 170y and 1708, sixteen thousand persons died 
of that loathsome distemper. Though the Ice- 
landers are not remarkable for their strengthj 
they are about the middle size, and are well pro- 
portioned. They are generally considered as 
an honest, faithful, and obliging race of people ; 
extremely hospitable, and tolerably industnous. 
Their principal avocations are fishing and breed- 
ing of cattle ; and they are remarkably attached 
to their native country, and think themselves the 
happiest people on earth. 

The language of Iceland is the same as that 
formerly used in Norway, Sweden, and Den- 
mark ; and it has descended in such purity, from 
oae generation to another, that the Icelanders 
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can explain their most aticient traditional faisto« 
lies. Though it cannot be supposed that learn- 
ing has made any considerable progress in this 
inhospitable climet the natives of this island 
boast of their poets, historians, and divines ; 
and one hundred and sixty-two Icelandic ma- 
nuscripts were presented to the British Museum 
by Sir Joseph Banks, who, with some other 
learned and ingenious men, visited this country 
in 1772. 

The northern situation of this island might 
naturally be supposed to exempt it from volca- 
noes and earthquakes, which frequently happen 
in those of warmer climates. In the years 1734, 
1752, and 1755, however, Iceland suffered so 
much from these awful visitations, that the whole 
country was almost desolated. The principal 
vent of volcanic fires is mount Hecla, from 
whose summit eruptions at differlcnt times have 
occasioned terrible devastations ; the ashes having 
been thrown to the distance of one hundred and 
eighty English n)iles. But, among all the na- 
tural curiosities wit^ which this island abounds^ 
none are more worthy of attention than the hot 
spouting water-springs. Geyser, which is the 
largest in Iceland, is situated at the distance of 
about two days* journey from Hecla. On ap- 
proaching towards it, a tremendous noise is 
heard, like the rushing of a ton*ent precipitat- 
ing itself from some stupendous height. After 
certain intervals, the water issues from this - 
spring severul times in one day : and, according 
to some triivellers, it rises to the height of 
sixty fathoms. Certain it is, that it is 
thrown up much higher at some times than at 
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Others, and its elevation is seidom less than nine- 
ty feet. 

Copenhagen, which is the capital of Dea-> 
mark, stands on an island surrounded by the 
waters of the Sound, the most celebrated strait 
in Europe, through which from five to six thou- 
sand ships annually pass and repass between the 
Ocean and the Baltic. The customs paid by 
these vessels, furnish one of the principal sources 
of revenue to the king of Denmark. Though 
the soil of this country is not fertile, it supplier 
the inhabitants with a sufficiency of the oecessa* 
ries of life. 

The Danes are in jgeneral tall and well-pro* 
portipoed ; tJieir features are regular, their com* 
plexions fiorid, and their hair inclines to yellow 
or red* In their dispositions they are said to be 
^ brave, courteoi^s, and humane peo{^. The 
more OfMifent possess abundance of spirit and vi« 
^^ity> and are naturally fond of ma^ficence 
and ostentation. Their taste, however, for gaiety, 
dress, and expensive entertainments, met with 
a^ s^^onable and laudable check from the fvt" 
sent monarch, who published a sumptuary edict^ 
which regulated the minutis^ of expense by the 
strictest econon^y and the wisest policy. Dur* 
i^g summer, both sexes adopt the French mode 
of dressing ; but like other natives of the Hy- 
perborean regions, they are obliged to have rcr 
.CPUi«e^to their furs and woollen garments in 
rioter. A neatness of dress is also visible in 
the peasants, who are distinguished for a deli^ 
cacy of manners, which in too many countries 
is not met with among the vulgar. In short, the 
panes are said to be good soldiers, good sub^ 
jects, good fiithers, masters^ and neighbK)urs* 
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Marriages are often contracted several years 
before they are consummated. The rites of se« 
pulture are performed by the nobility with tlie 
most splendid parade ; and the corpse of a per- ' 
son of quality is sometimes kept uninterred ior 
8evei*al years, till the funeral can be celebrated 
with sufficient ostentation* In Copenhagen, the 
lowest mechanic is allowed to wear a sword $ 
which is assumed by the most indigent plebeiansi^ 
as a badge of gentility. In other parts of the 
kingdom, however, the superior classes only are 
permitted to exhibit this unnecessary appen- 
dage of dress. 

When Luther contended for the doctrines of 
the Gospel, his tenets were favourably received 
in this country ; and by a formal decree Luther- 
anism was declared the established religion. 
Other sects, are not therefore interrupted in the 
exercise of their particular modes of devotion ; 
and in Denmark there is as great a variety of se- 
ceders from the national church, as in most coun* 
tries of Europe. 

The government of this country vras formerly 
one of the mostfree in the universe ; and Denmark 
was governed by a king, to whose elevation the 
meanest subject had a right to contribute his 
vote. The dignity of the king, indeed, gave 
him pre-eminence in the field, and in^the courts 
of justice ; but no revenues were annexed to his 
title ; and, unless he possessed sufficient property 
of his own, he was under the necessity of living 
in the stile of a private gentleman. The go* 
vemment, notwithstanding, terminated in an ab- 
fiolute monarchy ; as will be seen in th^ sub6e« 
quent parts of this history. 
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ftbtorians ag^ree that Dan, a niUire of ^ ^ 
Zealand, was the founder and first 8ove« 1038/ 
reign of this kingdom, which from him 
Received the name of Denmark. His courage 
and skill in the art of war rsdsed him to tlie 
throne, and induced the people to choose him for 
their king. He reigned forty years with the 
greatest justice and reputation, and died uni- 
versally lamented by his subjects. Dan ^ ^ 
was succeeded by his eldest son, Humble ; 993^ 
who was elected by the unanimous voice 
of the people. His reign was unfortunate and 
of short duration ; and he was deposed by his 
brother, and reduced to a private station. 

Lother usurped the crown of his bro- ^ ^ 
ther, and governed the Danes with the 991/ 
utmost rigour and severity. His cruelties 
H length rendered him intolerable to a people, 
whose spirit was not yet extinguished by op- 
pression ; and who, having expelled him ^ ^ 
from the throne^ conferred the crown on 95^/ 
his son Skioldo. At a period when cor- 
poreal strength was a powerful recommendation, 
this prince gained renown by killing an enor< 
mous boar, and triumphing over two famous 
Wrestlers. He applied himself to the ails of 
peace, rewarded virtue, punished vice, and en- 
cour^ed industry. His people were so sensible 
of the blessings they enjoyed, during his reign, 
that the appellation of Skioldo afterwards be- 
came in Denmark a common surname for good 
kings. ^ 

With the crown, Gram inherited the ^ ^ 
virtues of his father. His whole reign ggg'^ 
was a series of victories and conquests ; 
but he was killed in battle by a king of Sweden* 
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^ ^ The Swed'tiBb monarch, punuitig his «bc^ 

856. ^^^ united the crown of Oenmaik to 
those of Sweden and Norway. He waBy 
however, at length induced to place GuthenHy 
the son of Gram, on the ^rone, on condkioQ that 
he should paf a tribute to the crown of Swedi^^ 
The people were indignant at his me^inese,^ and 
expressed such contempt for their unforUBMtte 
monarch that he died of chagrin* 
2^ .^ He was succeeded bj the brave Had- 

816. ^^> ^^ avenged the death of his &« 
ther on the Swedish sovereign. Nu- 
merous are the exploits related of this prince* 
He was attended to the fields of war by Har« 
pinga, a Danish kdy, Who participated his &*- 
tigues and hardships, conquered by his side^ al- 
leviated hk distresses, and, at length, i^red 
■g^ ^ with him the Undone of Denmark* Qtt 

7^2/ the death of Hadding, his son Frotiio 
succeeded to the crown. He landed ui 
army . in England, and, by an ingenious strata* 
gem, seized upon the capital, which was sA* 
ready denominated London. This expedition, 
Hke most of thos0 that succeeded it, was {hy>- 
bably undertaken from predatory motives alone ; 
for Frotho returned to his native country vrith- 
g ^ out forming a settlement in Britain. He 

685. ^^^ succeeded by his eldest son Haldan, 
who endeavoured to render the crown se- 
cure by putting to death^ his two brothers. ^ This 
prince left two sons, Roe and Helgo, of whom 
the former refused to sit on the throne, unless 
his brother was allowed to share it with him^ 
Roe was a strict observer of justice, and the first 
of the Danish princes that induced the customs 
of the people to a system of written laws. 
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liis brotlier. He became enamoured of a 
4g^irl of iow birth and fortune, by whom ^'^' 
Jhe had a daughter, that afterwards be- 
xame the mother of Rolfo, who tmcceeded his fa-* 
ther in the kingdom ; an act of incest that tar- 
nishes the glory of his reign* Helgo, however, 
.«tung; with, remorse, killed himself in the anguish 
of regret. 

Xh^ virtues of Rolfo soon obliterated 
.the memory of his disgraceful birth. ^- ^* 
The graces of his person equalled those 
of his mind ; and his stature and strength were 
«o extraordinary, that he was sumamed Rhrage: 
.ti Danish word expressive of these qualities. 
Historians bestow so great eulogiums on his va- 
lour, generosity, jus^ce, and munificence, and at- 
tribute to him so many virtues, that they seem to 
have borrowed th^ pencil of fancy. 

Rolfo leaving no issue, the states elected 
Hother, the grandson of Hadding. This 
.pnnce, in gratitude to the king of Norway, 
with whom he had resided previously to his ac- 
jcession to the throne, married that monarch's 
daughter. This marriage involved him in a 
.quarrel with Balder, a northern prince, who 
had before paid his addresses to the fair Norwe- 
gian. Balder being defeated and slain in battle, 
his brother-in-law Bos challenged Hother to sin- 
gle combat, in which the Danish monarch lost 
his life. He was succeeded by his son 
•Rorick, who was a just and warlike ^'g^* 
prince, jealous of the aflfections of his 
people, and of the honour of the nation. From 
this period to the Christian aftra, the history at 
Vol. XXn. 2 F 
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Denmark is confined to a weag^re and uninterest- 
ing chronicle* 

During the reign of Siwald IFI. the first emi- 
gration of the Danes to Germany took place. 

A great famine prevailing in the king^* 
^58? ^^"^' ^' ^** proposed by Aggo and £bbo> 

two noblemen, to put to death all the 
old men and children. Intelligence of this de- 
sign being carried to Magga, the king's naother, 
she entered the council-chamber, and remon- 
strated against the barbarity of such an eicpedf- 
ent. " It would better become," said she, *' the 
•* piety and valour of the Danes to send forth aH 
« their youn^ men on foreign expeditions, and 
•* thus leave to old age, innocence, and infirmity, 
** a greater share of the public provisions." Her 
advice being adopted, it was agreed that every 
ninth man in Denmark and the provinces, abfe 
to carry arms, should compose the colony ; 
that it should be conducted by Aggo and £b« 
bo ; and that they should establish themselves 
on the coast of the Baltic, opposite to Denmark, 
between the Elbe and the Oder. Several other 
emigrations followed during the space of a thou« 
sand years. 

Christianity was introduced into Denmark duN 
ing the reign of Regner, the fifty-sixth king, who 
is supposed to have been contemporary with 
Louis the Debonnaire. Regner re-conquered 
Denmark from Froe king of Sweden, who had 
also obtained possession of Norway. 

In seizing on this latter kingdom, Froe had 
captured the wife and daughters of the king 
of Norway ; and had exposed them, and sdl the 
virgins that had fallen into his hands, to the 
greatest indignities and insults. Lathgartha, a 
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]K>ung woman ef an heroic dispositiaiiy having 
escaped from her chains^ joined the army of 
Regner, broke through the ranks of the enemy, 
and attacked Froe, whom she struck dead at her 
feet. 

This decisive action terminating the war, 
Regner was so captivated with the valour of the 
Virgin that he married her. This marriage, how- 
ever, was unfortunate : she was unjustly suppos- 
ed to harbour designs against her husband, who 
divorced her. Soon after the Cimbri threw off 
the Danish yoke, and Regner found himself en- 
gaged in a dangerous and difficult war. Lath- 
gartha, still faithful to her lover, equipped a fleet 
of one hundred and twenty ships, and hastened to 
his assistance. ^ If my charms," said she to her 
astonished husband, ^ are faded in your eyes, it 
** is requisite that I should endeavour to compen- 
'* sate that loss by other qualities more conducive 
^' to your glory, and to the welfare of your king- 
*^ dona." VVhether this generous action gained for 
lier a restoration to her former rank we are not 
informed. 

Regner had a son basely assassinated. The 
misfortune threw the king into an agony of 
grief resembling furious frenzy. Recovering 
m>m this paroxysm of madness, he raised an 
army against a monarch, styled king of ths 
Hellespont, who was the author of the murder. 
He took him prisone;*, but like a generous 
prince, he i*estored him to liberty : " Enjoy," 
«ud he, <' that life which would only be an un- 
^ worthy atonement to the manes of my son. 
** Let thy own conscience be thy tormentor." 
Rfligner defeated the Scots, subdued England^ 
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and made himself master of Dublin^ the capital 
of Ireland. 

Eric, an usurper, who is nevertheless 
^tP' reckoned the sixtieth king, gave staW- 

lity to Christianity: he abolished idoia* 
try, and permitted all his subjects to embrace 
the gospel of Christ. He founded churches^ 
and enriched them with liberal donations. Gor< 
mo, however, the sixty-fiflh monarch, was an 
enemy of the Christians, whom he persecuted, 
demolishing their churches, and banishing their 
clergy* The emperor, Henry I. surnamed the 

Fowler, obliged him to repair those da- 
%\o^ mages, and to recal the exiles. Harold 

VI. the son of Gormo, had the honour of 
conquering England, and was a just and pious 
monarch. During his reign the Christian re- 
ligion flourished ; and he caused his son, Swen, 
or Suenon, to be baptized in that faith. Swen, 
however, excited by ambition and the entreaties 
of the Sambi ind Cimbri, who were ready to re- 
volt, took up arms against his fiither, and waa 
crowned kin|; at Weiburg. A war* ensued r 
after a long and undecisive contest, the more 
moderate and prudent men of both parties pro^ 
posed an accommodation, and the terms were 
accepted, when Harold was assassinated by a pri- 
vate soldier. 

Swen was no sooner seated on the 
\'^P* throne, than, in gratitude to those per- 
' sons who had hazarded their lives to 
procure him a crown, he ordered the pagan 
idols to be re-erected. He was taken prisoner 
by the Vandals, -^who restored him to liberty on 
his paying twice the weight, in pure gold^ at 
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his bodj drett in complete armour. To raise 
the amount of this ransom, the Danish ladies 
sold tbeir jewels. After his return, he enacted 
aome laws favourable to the women ; and, among 
other things, ordained that they should inherit a 
third of all estates real and personal. 

Swen marched against the Swedes, but was 
defeated in the first engagement, and obliged 
to leave his kingdom. He then wandered an 
exile into Norway, passed over into England, 
a.nd was favourably received by the king of Scot* 
land, who maintained him handsomely for ths 
space of fourteen years. At length he was re- 
established on the throne of Denmark, through 
the mediation of the Scottish monarch, who ex- 
erted himself in behalf of the unfortunate king. 
Attributing his misfortunes to the apostacy of 
which he had been guilty, and to his banishing 
the clergy, and restricting the exercise of Chris- 
tianity, he recalled the ecclesiastics, and 
repaired his error to the utmost of his ^* ^• 
power by publicly acknowledging it, and 
exhorting the Danes to return to that religion 
which his evil example had induced them to 
abandon. In his old age Swen covered himself 
with glory by annexing Norway to the crown of 
Denmark, and by the conquest of a part of Eng- 
land. 

Swen was succeeded by his son Harold, who 
was an eifeminate, lewd, and profligate mo- 
narch, and whose contempt of virtue and mo- 
rality rendered him so odious to a people always 
brave, and now civilized by die system of 
ethics which had been introduced among them, 
that he enjoyed his dignity only a short time» 
. • .3 F 3 
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He was deposed with every mark of in* 
w\5 ^^^y ^^^ dfegrace, and his brother Ca- 
nute, deservedly sumamed the Great, 
raised to the throne. * 

This prince commenced his reign with the 
invasion of England and Norway, both of 
which had thrown off the subjection which they 
had pilomised to his father Swen. The talents 
of Canute for the cabinet and the field were 
greatly superior to those of his father ; and he 
was generally victorious. Finding the extent 
of his dominions, and the government of so 
many kingdoms, too great a burthen for one 
person, he resolved to divide the authority* 
Accordingly, to Hai-di-Canute, his second son, 
he assigned Denmark; to Harold, the eldest, 
he gave England ; and on Swen, the youngest^ 

he bestowed Norway* Canute obtained 
%S5 ^^^ appellation of Hardi-Canute from the 

difficulties which he encountered, and 
the acts of bravery that he performed in Rus- 
sia, whither his father sent him in pursuit of 

Olaus, king of Norway. He was sue- 
^io?i ^^^^^^ ^^ '^^ kingdom by his brother 

Magnus, who was sumamed the Good^ 
from his clemency to certain prisoners that he 
had taken in battle. His death was greatly and 
deservedly lamented by his subjects, who en- 
joyed under him all the happiness which a wise 
and prudent monarch is able to communicate to 
his people. 

^, j^ Swen n. the brother and the successor 
1048. o^ Magnus, had five sons, who, by an 

agreement which he caused to be signed 
by the Danish nobles^ and which is unparalleled 
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in history, successively^ ascended the throne of 
Denmark. Their names were Harold the Sim- 
ple ; Canute the Pious, who might with equal 
justice inive been denominated the chaste, the 
just; the friend of learned men ; Olaus, sur^ 
named the Fiamished, because, a great famine 
Having prevailed in the kingdom, he died with 
grief arising from his inability to relieve the dis- 
tresses of his people. 

EItic, like his grand-father Magnus, was sur** 
named the Good, and was possessed of many 
amiable virtues. A musician, boasting to this 
priiftce of his skill on the harp, asserted that he 
could deptive his hearers of their understanding, 
and by the force of his harmony render them 
frantic* Eric, disbelieving the truth of this as* 
sertion, wished to make personal trial of his 
talents : and in the paroxysm of frenzy into 
which the performer threw him, killed four of 
his guards. Grieved at what he had done, the 
king made all possible recompense to thd friends 
of the deceased, and, in oI^cler to do penance 
for this action, vowed to undertake a pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land. His subjects remonstrated 
against his design : but he set out on his jour- 
ney, and died in the isle of Cyprus. When 
£ric departed for the Holy Land, he left his 
son Harold regent of the kingdom; but the 
states being informed of the death of their king, 
conformably to the promise they had 
made to Swen, recalled his son Nicolas, ^/q?* 
Eric's brother, who was a prisoner in 
Flanders, and on whom they conferred the 
crown. 

This prince degenerated from the virtues of 
his ancestors 9 and involved himself and liis^ 
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people io a tariely of misfortunes. The puSiB^ 
tranquillitf was first disturbed by Henry, prince 
of the Vandals, who made an irruption inCO' 
Sleswick* Canute, son of the late king Enct 
and nephew to Nicolas, perceiving the misery 
to which that dutchy wa^ reduced^ requested 
the government of a country which had been- 
refused by many of the nobility. Canute^ 
having defeated the Vandals, concluded with 
them a treaty of pacification. This senricet 
and the amiable qualities of the prince, en- 
deared him to the Danes, who perceived a stri* 
king contrast between him and the haughty and 
indolent Nicolas* 

But the enemies of Canute increased in nura« 
ber ; and they persuaded Nicolas that ambition 
was the cause of all his aciions, and that he as- 
pired at the throne of Denmark. The king, 
therefore, intended to wait for a favourable oppor- 
tunity for privately destroying him. An acci- 
dent added strength to the suggestions of Ca- 
nute's enemies : Nicolas having paid a visit to 
Sleswick, his nephew appeared on a throne 
equal to that of the monarch i and though he 
apologized for . his imprudence, his conduct, in 
that instance, left a sting in the breast of the 
uncle* Magnus, the son of Nicolas, availed 
himself of this state of things, and having al« 
iured Canute to court, a conspiracy was formed 
against him, in which the king himself was an 
accomplice ; and the unfortunate prince fell a vic- 
tim to premeditated treachery. 

The news of Canute's death rendered the ' 
people inconsolable ; and they poured out im^o 
precations against his murderer. Canute had 
kftayouug wife; who, eight days after his 
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Acesuse, was delivered of a son, to whom wal 
given the name of Waldemar. Harold and 
JSric, his uncles, were appointed his guardianS) 
who exhibited their ward in the cradle, at an 
assembly held in the dutchyofSleswick. There 
they pathetically deplored the tragic death of 
Canute, recounted his excellent qualities, ex- 
posed to view his mantle stained with gore and 
pierced with poniards, and implored the ven- 
geance of the people, and their protection of 
the infant son of the unfortunate prince. The 
populace were excited to insurrection by the 
pathetic scene, and demanded to be led against 
the barbarous and perfidious murderer; and 
Nicolas, in order to appease the tumult, waar 
obliged to banish his son Magnus, with the moal 
notorious of his accomplices. ' 

\ But the king being persuaded soon after t<)b 
i^cal his son, Eric and Harold immediately 
convened the people, who deprived Nicolas of 
the royalty, and declared Magnus unworthy of 
wearing the crown of Denmark. Eric having 
raised an army, marched against the king, who 
had nearly fallen into his hands. Several sue* 
xessive engagements took place, in one of which 
Magnus was slain. Eric, seeing that the king 
had no heir, and, being himself a descendant 
of Eric III. disregarding the rights of his pupil 
Waldemar, or under pretence of better defend- 
ing tbem, assumed the regal dignity. Nicolas^ 
incensed at his audacity, presented his sceptre 
to Eric's brother Harold, whom he declared hia 
heir. His next step was to go in person to 
Sleswick, where the i^ame of Canute was re* 
ntembered with afifettion by the inhabitants^. 
^Whom he hoped to conciliate. Nosoeneri ho^ 
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ever, had Nicolas entered the city, than the 
gates were closed, and he was killed in the midst 
of his guards. 

Harold being informed of the king's 
^j^^' deatli, and of Eric's approach, was 
greatly perplexed how to act. He fled« 
however, to the king of Norway, who assisted 
him with a strong body of troops. On this- in > 
telligence, Eric caused five of Harold's six sons 
to be put to death ; and the youngest, whose 
name was Olaus, made his escape in the dress 
of a peasant. Haix)ld himself fell a victim to the 
perfidious schemes of his brother, who procured 
bis assassiuation. Eric encouraged a revolt 
against the king of Norway, who, being deli- 
vered into his hands by the insurgents, was not 
only confined in a prison, but deprived of his 
Bight, and robbed of the marks of virility. The 
conduct of Eric excited a ferment in the nation* 
which was only allayed by the death of the ty- 
rant, who was poniarded in the tnbunal where 
he was administering justice. 

The royal family being nearly extinct in the 
male line, great disputes arose in the diet about 
the succession. Some proposed Swen, the na- 
tural son of the Jate king ; others supported the 
claim of Canute, the son of Magnus, who had 
been declared unworthy of the crown ; whilst 
a third party espoused the cause of Waldemar, 
aonofthe beloved Canute. His mother Inge- 
burga presented her child to the assembly, wha 
immediately and unanimously proclaimed him 
king : but she, aware of the dangers to which 
her son would be exposed by this exaltation, re- 
fused to accept the diadem for her son, unless 
on condition that a guardian should be appointed 
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for him, and that the guardian should enjoy the 
sovereign authority. Eric, sumamed the Lamb, 
from the mildness of his disposition, was there^ 
fore chosen regent, or rather colleague to Wal- 
demar, and sole sovereign during the young prin- 
ce's minority. 

Eric V. had scarcely ascended the , j. 
throne, when Olaus, Harold's son, who 1*139' 
had. escaped the massacre in which his 
brothers perished, returned from Sweden, and 
deinapded his father's estate, which had been 
confiscated* But the king refusing to comply^ 
Olaus had recourse to plots and conspiracies, 
and attempted to assassinate Eric in his bed- 
chamber. Being, however, prevented by the 
guards, he fled a second time into Sweden, 
where he assumed the regal title, and returned 
into Denmark with a powei*ful army. He was 
at length defeated and slain. Eric afterwards 
fell into an inactivity and indolence, which injur- 
ed his reputation. 

On his death, Swen, the illegitimate offspring 
of Eric IV. and Canute, the son of the 
proscribed Magnus, contended with ^\^' 
Waldemar for the sovereignty. These 
two rivals, however, fought more violently 
against each other, and the advantages seemed 
in favour of Swen. Waldemar, who was 
now of age, decfared also against Canute, 
and accepted from Swen the government of 
Sleswick, which had formerly belonged to his 
father. Canute requested the assistance of the 
emperor Frederick Barbarossa, whom he pro- 
mised to hold Denmark as a fief of the empire. 
Barbarossa, therefore, cited Swen to appear be- 
fore him ; but that prince refused to obey the 
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injunction of the emperor. The Saxons and 
VandalSy whose interference had also been inyit- 
edy gave more decisive judgments at the point o( 
.the sword. 

. During the greatest part of this contest, which 
continued for nine years, Waldemar, who did 
not feel himself possessed of superior strength, 
regulated his conduct by the train of circum- 
stances ; sometime^ espousing the cause of the 
one, and sometimes of the other competitor. At 
length they seemed to have compromised their 
differences, and it was agreed, that Swen shoukl 
enjoy the title and authority of king ; that 
Jutland should be the property of Waldeniar; 
and that Zealand, Funen, and the neighbouring 
islands, should form the dominions of Canute* 
Swen, however, soon showed his dislike to this 
partition, and employed rufRans to assassinate his 
colleagues. Canute fell by their hands ; but Wat- 
demar escaped, and, leading an army against the 
perfidious monarch, 'defeated his troops, and 
killed him. 

Waldemar now ascended the throne 
^\v7 ^^ Denmark^ and commeneed his reign 
by several acts of clemency : he punish- 
ed only those who had committed actions wor^ 
thy of death. He blamed no man for acting ac- 
^cording to inclination and principle; and it was 
vice only that felt his displeasure. He had 
been educated in common with other youths of 
his own age, whose merit he was able to appre- 
ciate. His friend and fellow-student Absalon 
was raised to an exalted rank in the church; 
and the prelate ever continued to act as hrs first 
and principal minister. By that common edu- 
oation Waldemar had also acquired the habit 



,y Google 



DfiNHAmK. 337 

of living without pnde, among men subject to 
tkis command, and of treating with them on 
l>usiness» This circumstance gave him consi- 
derable influence in the senate ; for at this period 
JOenmark had a senate^ which in all probability 
was composed of the principal nobles of the king« 
dom. Moreover, the troubles in which Walde- 
mar had been involved from the time of his birth, 
the hostilities and negociations in which he had 
been engaged, had rendered him, even in eariy 
youth, both a brave warrior aod a skilful poli- 
tician*. When he ascended the throne, he carri- 
ed with him those qualifications, and gave proofs 
of his military talents in conducting operations 
ag^ainst the Vandals, who had issued from Jut- 
land, and infested the Danish coasts* His abili* 
ties for governing were equally exhibited in the 
laws which he^ enacted for his kingdom, and in 
the negociations he carried on with foreign na- 
tions. 

Waldemar attacking the Vandals, re- 
duced them to great extremity, and, hav- ^:^' 
ing killed their king in a general engage* 
ment, they were obliged to sue for peace* Dur- 
ing the contest between Alexander and Victor, 
relative to the papal dignity, the latter, with the 
approbation of Waldemar, appointed a prelate to 
the bishopric of Sleswick* This promotion being 
disagreeable to one of the archbishops, he espous- 
ed the cause of Alexander, and declared the elec- 
tion void. The king, thereupon, deprived the 
archbishop of his castles and his treasures, and 
diminished the power of the clergy. 

Whilst thus employed, ambassadors ar- 
rived from Norway, informing Walde- ^j^- 
. mar that they had deposed their monarch. 
Vol. XXII. 2 G 
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and that the Norwiggians teiicfered him thefi^ 
crown. This offer he accepted^ and tttade for 
the dispossessed Wvereign a provisioh, i/nth which 
the latter was well satisfied. The Danes, plea^ 
ed with his virtues, Yt>luntarily pressed to as- 
fiociate With him in the kingdom his son Canute^ 
who was then only four years of a^. 

The general affection of the people, however^ 
did not prevent some private discontents. Two 
conspiracies Were formed against Waldeiiiar ; 
but he prcven*^d both from being carried infi) 
effect. The fcfhg falling sick, was prevailed on 
by his nobility to call in the assistance of a cer^ 
tain abbot, an empiric, whose impudence and 
boasting had raised htm to a high degiiee of re^ 
putation. He administered the drag to the mo- 
narch, who breathed his last while left alone to 
take that repose which the quack affirmed wouki 
ro&tore him to health. Thus died Waldemar, a 
prince more respected than any of his predeces- 
sors, for the qualities of his mind and person* 
His piety, justice, prudence, clemency, and bra- 
very, rendered him the delight of his people, and 
the admiration of surrounding nations. His ta« 
lents equally suited war and peace ; but his treats 
xnent of the conquered added more to his fsune 
than all his great achievements. 



CHAP. IL 

Prom the AcccBSion of Canute VL to thai of the rm6 
reigning FamUy of Oldenburg* 



A.D. 
1128. 




AS soon as the remains of Waldemar 
were honourably intended, Caimte 
VL his son and successor^ repaired to 
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JiUiaiid, where he convened the states, in order 
to vedress those ginevances which had occasion- 
ed the Jate tumults. Duriiijg^ the life of his 
father, he bad been declared immediate heir to 
t|>e throne, with all the solemnities of a corona* 
lion; and therefore assumed the insignia and 
prerogatives of royalty without form or ceremo- 
ny. But the malcontents elected Harold their ge- 
neral, who took the title of king, and set up ids 
standard, to which crouds of peasants immedi- 
ately T^»^i0ed« He was, however, soon after de- 
feated, a^d the rebels w^r^ dispersed. 

C^ute h^d been intrusted by his father with 

sfHdsie n^iliiaiy operations, which he performed 

yf'ith much Qredi)U When he was elevated to 

Ite regal dignity, he riesigned the honours and 

. fatigues of war to his brother Waldemar, and 

reserved to himself those of a just and m,oderate 

govemnient. During his reign, a general sy- 

uod of the clergy was cimvoked, which gave a 

usofonn Uturgy to the whole kingdom* He 

^kd of a diseaae which terminated his existence 

in .a few days. He Ls celebrated as a prince of 

great piety and moderation, and enacted some 

vhole9ome aad necessary laws. With respect 

to Butrder, he ordained that only the personal 

^Sects of the guilty person should be confiscated, 

9Xi^ that the real estate should descend to his 

heirs and relations. 

On the death of Canute, Waldemar II. 
bis brother, was invested with the insig- ^^os* 
nia of regal authority, and unanimous- 
ly chosen to succeed to the throne of Denmark. 
His military exploits had gained him great 
reputation, and augmented the wealth and power 
of his country; and his private conduct bad 
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secured to bim the esteem and affections ofa(f 
to whom he was personally known. He forti&- 
cd his frontiers, enlarged Hamburgh ^ and erect- 
ed a large bridge over the Elbe. He repaired 
LubeC) which had been destroyed by a confla- 
gration, built the city of Stralsund, subjugated 
Pomerania, invaded Lower Saxony and Livonia, 
with success, defeated the Russians, and pene- 
trated into their country. The successful issue 
of these expeditions obtained him the surname 
of the Victorious* He reduced to order the 
finances, which had been hitherto neglected. 
By an estimate of the revenue at that time, it 
appears that Denmark was capable of support- 
ing a fleet of fourteen hundred ships of war, 
great and small, and of furnishing the pay of one 
hundred and sixty-nine thousand lour hundred 
fighting men. 

In the midst of this opulence and greatness, 
Waldemar experienced a humiliating reverse. 
Henry, count palatine, who had been at war 
with the king, desirou^s of effecting a reconcili- 
ation, had a personal interview with Waldemar. 
The latter, however, dictating terms which ap- 
peared hard and unreasonable, HenYy surprised 
the king in a party of pleasure near the sea-side, 
hurried him on board a vessel ; and, on his arrival 
in Germany, confined him in the castle of Dane- 
berg. Here Waldemar continued for three 
years ; nor was it till after repeated entreaties, 
together with the payment of heavy sums, and 
the cession of large tracts of territpry, which he 
had previously conquered, that he regained his 
liberty. He returned to Denmark indignant at 
the treatment he had received, but more than 
ever beloved by his subjects* 
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This monarch regulated the succession amoi^ 

.his sons* £ric, the eldest, was appointed heir 

^fihecroi^a of Dennaarks Abel, the second, 

waB oreAted duke of Southern Jutland; and 

Christopher, the third, held Bleking. AValdc- 

*mar convened a general diet, in which wei?e 

defined the rights of the people and the prero- 

iga^ves of the prince, and likewise all cases 

-criminal, civil, and ecclesiastical. At this epoch 

originated the constitution which subsisted till 

4h« revolution in 1665. Waldemar died full 

of years and of glory, and left his people a prey to 

the ambitious and unnatural contentions of his 

-children. 

Efig V« assumed the throne of Den« 
jsoark at the age of twenty-five, and his ^- ^* 
reign was agitated by disturbances which 
terminated only with his dqath, Abel and 
.Christopher aiming at independency, Eric en^ 
deavoured to reduce them to subjection, which 
produced incessant wars between the brothers* 
,AJbeI, however, treated Eric with greater defer- ' 
f^nce than Christopher; but he only employed 
it as a cloak, the better to conceal his ambition, 
of which he soon g%ve his unfortunate brother a 
cruel proof. 

{Iric paid a vi:>it to Abel, in order to engage 
him to act as mediator between himself and the 
princes pf Holstein, with whom he was at war* 
The king was well received, and Abel promised 
.that bis endeavours should not be wanting to 
.cifiect a reconciliation ; but he caused Erie to be 
seized and carried off in a boat ; and, when at a 
.distance fix>m the shpre, stabbed him, and threw 
Jbis body into the sea. Abel endeavourtd to 
^nc^ the grime by circulating a report that 
2G2 
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the king's death had been occasioned by a qtiar* 

rel among the sailors ; but the tale obtain^ no 

credit. The states assembled for electing a new 

monarch, and as it was difficult in the. present 

situation of affairs to appoint any other successor 

than Abel, who was too powerful to suffer the 

elevation of a rival, they conferred on 

^250 ^™ ^^® crown, after exacting from him 

an oath that he had not been accessary 

to the death of his brother* 

Abel had not long enjoyed the diadem'before 
his conscience tormented him. In examining 
the papers of Eric, he found that the deceased 
prince bad formed the resolution of abdicating 
the throne, and retiring to a monastery ; and that 
he had appointed him his successor, and destin- 
ed for him a particular legacy, as a:token of his 
sincere affection. This discovery harrowed his 
very soul. He was slain by a body of insurgents, 
who attacked the king in his camp ; and, after 
an obstinate engagement, defeated his army* 
It must be acknowledged that Abel was brave, 
and possessed many other excellent qualities : 
but ambition was his ruling passion, which in- 
duced him to commit the horrible crime of 
fratricide, that stained 4iis memory, and made 
him detested by all who had any sense of honour, 
humanity, and truth. 

The brand of reprobation which his subjects 
had been unable to fix upon Abel during his 
life, was stamped upon his son Waldemar, 
^'^' whom the states rejected as the danger- 
' ous fruit of a venomous stock : they 
placed upon the throne his uncle Christopher, 
third son of Waldemar II. Christopher I. con- 
tended with his neighbours in wars; which he 
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temiinated inth happy success, and engaged in 
quarrels with the clergy of his kingdom, which 
caused him much uneasiness. His death was 
sudden, and was supposed to have been occasion- 
ed by poison, or some other unnatural cause. 

On the death of Christopher, his eldest 
son, Eric VII. who was then a minor, ^•^' 
was raised to the tiirone under the regen- 
cy of his mother Margaret, a woman of pru- 
dence, virtue, and piety. The guardian and 
the ward, however, experienced opposition from 
the nobles and the dei^, who compelled them 
to seek refuge in Fionia, a distant province of 
the kingdom. After their return, they engaged 
in war with the princes of Holstein ; who 
attacking Margaret and her «on with a power- 
ful army, defeated them, and made them prison- 
ers. The policy of the queen regent, however, 
rejadered her confinement of short duration ; 
and, having obtained her liberty, she soon after 
procured the release of the king. All ranks of 
people lamented the death of Margaret, who, 
with gre^t discretion and policy, for twenty- 
three years governed the kingdom as ^he coun- 
sellor and minister of the king, and under her 
advice public affairs prospered* On the decease 
of this princess, many enemies, whom her pru- 
dence had suppressed, appeared against Eric ; 
who, loading the people with taxes, and abandon- 
ing himself to debauchery, disgusted the clergy 
and nobles, and was assassinated in the flower of 
his age. ~ - 

Eric VIII. sumamed the Pious, sue- ^ j^ 
ccedcd to the crown of his father, the 1286* 
late king. Being a minor, his mother 
and the senate governed the kingdom j and a 
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person of tbe name .of W^aldemar of Slesinck 
ivas appointed his guardian* This piom 990- 
narch, having imprisoned some of the cleigy 
who had conspired against the late king, nw 
excommunicated by the pope I His misfortunes 
were extremely great. He sufifered reverses ia 
tbe wars undertaken against his neighbours 9 
and he had frequent disputes .with his brother 
Christopher^ which were brought before tbe 
states. He had fourteen children, but they aU 
died during his life. This prince is celebrated 
for his piety> sound policy, apd justice. None of 
ihe wars in which he was engaged were so im* 
portant as to gain him the reputatipn of«a great 
warrior ; but he did not appear to want v^our 
and military talents* 

^ jj On the death of Eric Vni. his brother, 
132o! Christopher XL supplicated the nobility, 

clergy, and populace, for their interest, 
and distributed his presents with such liber^tj 
that he was elected king, and was the firat 
sovereign of Denmark, mentioned in history, 
who obtained the crown by means of bribery 
and corruption. He was, however, obliged to 
swear to articles which materially restricted the 
regal authority ; s^nd he subscribed ^q every con- 
dition required. 

. jj Being firmly seated on the throne, he 

1322. convoked a diet, to determine the succ^i^ 

sion, and had interest sufficient toprocuiie 
his son Eric IX. to be declared pres^niptive 
heir to the crown, and his associate in the 
government. Having now obtained his purpose, 
Christopher disregarded the solemn en^^geiuents 
entered into at his accession. This proceeding 
inflamed the nobility, who flew to ;arins^ and 



Digitized by Google 



BEVXAftX* 345 

commenced hostflittes against the king. Eric 
marched against the malcontents, who surround- 
ed him, and made him and his whole anny pri- 
soners of war. Christopher, finding himself un- 
able to contend with his subjects, packed up hre 
treasures, and fled into Germanf . 

The nobility, and principal persons concerned 
io the league against him, resolving to cut off from 
the fugitive all hope of the crown in case he should 
return, and having obtained the consent 
of the i^eople, publicly raised Walde- ^^* 
»»r, duke of Sleswick, to tlie throne. 
Christopher, however, did not despair t he made' 
application to the marquis of Brandenburg, who 
fca^ married his daughter, and who pleaded his 
cause before the emperor. He dispersed decla- 
iBations through every part of Denmark, promis- 
ing to redress all grievances, and not to under- 
take any public aSiir, without previously con- 
sulting and obtaining the consent of a gene- 
ral diet. He contrived also to gain possession 
of the principal towns, and ravaged the open 
country. 

Waldemar was only twelve years of age, and 
*as under the tutelage of his uncle Gerhard. 
The Danes were become weary of their new 
S^vernment: they saw that all places of profit 
and trust were i3ossessed by Germans, and ex- 
perienced all the inconvenience and oppression, 
wi the minority of Waldemar, which they dread- 
ed from Christopher. They reflected that it was 
wore advantageous for them to obey an expe- 
rienced king, and his son who had attained the 
age of manhood, than a child and his guardian. 
These sentiments operated on the minds of tha 
Danes, and they released Eric froni his confine* 
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Plenty .and re-established Chri6topl»p on 
^}m ^^^ throne, under conditions, indeedf 
more rigid tbmi the formeri but whidi 
be accepted in th^ same manner* At the 
same time also) Waldem^ renounced the ao?e- 
reigntyi and retired to his dutchy of ^eawi^ 
Christopher was agfun regardless of his pro- 
mises; and being attacked by the nobless 
vas inade prisQner» and died soon after, A* D* 
1353. 

Eric liad fi^Uen m battle ; but Christpphef 
left two 9Qiis« Walden^ar md Otho { the fonvet 
of whom was at the court of RiKwdeiiiMipgs and 
i^t other had scarcely paased t^e (^e of ebildv 
kood. Upon tfa« de^^h 0^ the likte Idi^yftn inter? 
ii^gmim ior scYen years ep^ued) which was ooca^ 
sioned by the tM^^he^XHis coiidact of GeiWdi 
who under pretence of aiding Im ward* Walde* 
XQar, to remount the thisonc) l^sojured for his 
own interest. 

Nichobis NoA^vi, a man JunWersaVy esteemdl 
&r his public spirit, bis ooungQ, prudence and 
learning, beheld with sorrow the conditkm of 
]>€omark ; aiatdt resolving to endeavour tp restore 
tranquillity to his country, killed Grerhftrd in his 
teftt in ti)e midst of iiis army, dand made bis 
escape. Henry, the son of Gerhard, immedi- 
ately renounced the claims of his father, and 
fled into Wolstein* Waldemar of Sleswick witb^ 
drew all pretensions to the crown, in consider' 
ation of a sum of money, a grant of lands, and 
the marriage of his sister with Christopher's eU* 
est son Waldemar* Tim prince provided liber* 
ally for his youngear brother Otho^SAd was elected 
king^f Denmark* 
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•ViTsddeiiiarf IIL being mised to \ht 
^fooe, obtained the surname of Atter*. -^^ ^* 
ddfgi whfch in the Danish language signi- 
ies ^^ time to spare/' because he was never in 
II taUtry^ and yet was not die lesb successfuh 
The first act ^ his refgn was employed in re- 
siorffig and confirming to the nobility, clergy^ 
tiHd f^ple^ die entire possession of all their 
tights, ptii^ieges, and imtnunitiea, which had 
b^n grei^tly retrenched during the interregnum* 
He aldo pafi^ed an act of oblivion, which obliter*^ 
-Mfed ^te^ remembrance of such actionk as might 
disturb the public tranquility. He entertained 
thoughts of reclaiming the crown^fands, which 
hs^ been alienated during the late troubles, and 
of reducing under his dominion the provinces 
that liad been seized on by the princes of Hot- 
stein* To effect his purpose, the clergy granted 
iiim'a silver cup from each church. 

But, instead of executing these projects, Wal- 
demar made pmfessions of a piety more rigor* 
bus and severe than prudence or policy dictated. 
While his dominions were pledged to strangers, 
nothing could be more unseasonable than expe^* 
ditions against the infidels, atid holy pilgrimages, 
which Were the effects of blind zeal and pious 
fttxasf* He projected crusades against the 
Prussians, who were pagans, and allied himself 
With the Teutonic knights against those idola- 
ters* He made an expedition to the Holy Land, 
visited Jerusalem, and entered himself Unto the 
fraternity of the Knights Templars. After his 
return to Denmark, he took an active part in 
the dSalrs of .Germany, but his success was not 
commensurate with his wishes. 
Waidemar was a whimsical txmvpound of liber- 
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tinism and bigotry ; of sobriety and imemper* 
ance* His passion fi>r the female sex was exces«> 
sive ; and to his inconstancy and fondness of va- 
riety, Denmark, Sweden, and Norway, were in- 
.debted for their greatest princess* Having on 
ill-grounded suspicions imprisoned his queen» the 
design of passing a night with one of her ladies 
conducted him to the place of her confinement ; 
but the lady, faithful to her mistress, put her into 
the arms of her husband, without his perceiving 
the trick. Thus Love, gave to Hymen the cele- 
brated Margaret, who became queen of Denmark^ 
Norway, and Sweden. 

This prince was almost always engaged in hos- 
tilities, and some successes gained htm the repu- 
tation of a great man : but some of his actions 
appear to be the effects of insanity. A for- 
midable league being formed against him be- 
tween the neighbouring princes ai>d the Danish 
nobles, his courage and presence of mind for- 
sook him ; and, instead of preparing for de- 
fence, he publicly announced that he had 
made a vow of going to Rome. Accordingly 
he departed, and conferred on the senate full 
powers for concluding a treaty of peace, which 
they accomplished by dint of sacrifices and con- 
cessions. In the mean time the king resided at 
the emperor's court ; and, as soon as apprised of 
the event, renounced his intended journey to 
Rome. But he sent an embassy to Gregory XI. 
and requested him to interpose his authority in 
^quieting the disturbances in his dominions. The 
pope, however, wrote to VValdemar, and ex- 
horted him to change his turbulence into tran- 
quillity, and to pursue more gentle measures with 
his subjects, threatening to excommunicate him,* 
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U he disobey^ these injuoctions* Waldemar 
was highly dlsf^eased with the admonitions of 
Gregory, and immediately wrote to him as fol- 
lows : « I hold vay life from God| my crown 
" from my aubjectSyand my fiwth from your pre- 
'* decessors ; and if you tlunk the obligation too 
*' considerable, I return it to you by these pre- 
" sents." 

As the king left no male issue, his daughter 
Margaret, the child of love, and the darling 
child of fortune, who had been married to the 
king of Norway, and was now a widow, had 
the address to procure her son, Olaus V. 
to be elected king of Denmark, in preju- ^* ^' 
4ice of her nephew, Albertvsoji of her el- 
der sister Ingelburga, andmphew to the king of 
Sweden. Olaus being only eleven years of age 
at the time of his accession to the thix)ne, M ai^a- 
ret was declared regent during his minority, and 
governed the two kingdoms of Norway ami Den- 
mark, as if she had been possessed of the sove- 
^ignty. On the death of Olaus, whose reign 
produced nothing worthy of narrating, Margaret 
^as unanimously elected queen of Den* 
mark, and received the crown from the f;^?' 
clergy ; and, at the same time also, was ^ ' 
appointed to the sovereignty of Norway. 

The people fearing that the. succession miglit 
Again become extinct, entreated the queen to 
enter into an advantageous marriage, which 
might likewise augme;|it her power ancl domi- 
nions* But . Margaret, jealous of her sovereign 
authority, could not think of dividing it with a 
husband, and received the proposal with cold- 
ness. In order, however, to satisfy the desire 
of her subjects, sh9 consented to appoint a sue- 
Vol. XXII. 2 H 
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cesser ; and selected a person so young that ^hef 
had no reason to apprehend, diAing a long titn^ 
to conit^ any necessity of defending her autho- 
rity against him, if he aspired to a partici[>atiofi 
of it. She 6xed the succession in the Mecklen* 
burg family, which was nearly allied to her, and 
obliged the young prince to change his name 
from Henry to Eric, which was more ag^reeabte 
to the ears of the Danes. 

Albert, the nephew of Margaret, in virtue of 
ihe rights which he inherited from his mother, 
asserted his claim to the crown, and. assumed the 
arms of Sweden, Denmark, and Norway. In- 
dignant at not having been chosen to the suc- 
cession, -he spoke of Margaret in the most con- 
temptuous and disrespectful terms ; and mingled 
personal insults with the other matter of his ma- 
nifestoes. His aunt depended much on the sup- 
port of the clergy, and frequently admitted the 
•visits of an abbot of Soora, who was her spiritual 
director. But that malignity, which is usual in 
coui'ts, attributed to the abbot a very different 
employment about her majesty's person. Albert 
passed some jests on the subject, which piqued 
the queen, and induced her to rod^e him repent 
his indiscretion. 

Albert, elevated to the throne of Sweden, did 
hot regulate his actions by the maxims of pru- 
dence : he disposed of all places of trust to 
foreigners ; imposed taxes without consulting the 
senate ; and, in a word^ became extremely un- 
popular, and even odious to his subjects, by the 
pride and insolence with which he treated the 
Swedes. Margaret fomented these divisions, 
and rendered herself no less beloved in that king- 
4om than Albert was detested; and the Swedei 
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had already determined to constitute her their 
sovereign. The Swedish malcontents, accord- 
ingly, secretly oifered the crown to Margaret^ 
who received the proposal with joy, and pro- 
mised to defend the people in all their^rights and 
privilegnes. The Swedish senate wrote to her 
soon after, and acknowledged her as queen of 
Sweden, Denmark, and Norway. Margaret 
marched an army to the assistance of the mal- 
contents, and attacking Albert at Falkoping, % 
furious battle ensued, in which victory was for 
a long^ time doubtful, but which at length ter<^ 
minated in favour of the queen. The king, with 
his sons and principal partisans, fell into thtt 
hands of Margaret, who immured them in the 
fortresses of Denmark. - She then advanced vic- 
toriously to Stockholm, and was received as so- 
vereign of Sweden. A. D. \SS9. 

But, though the title was conferred on her by 
all orders d the j»tate, it was not fully secured 
to her till confirmed in the celebrated assembly 
held at Calmar. The treaty there concluded was 
denominated the f' Union jof Calmar," 
which consisted of three principal articles, ^* ^• 
established for the security of each na- 
tion : 1 St. . " That the three kingdoms of Den- 
^ mark, Sweden, and Norway, should thenc«for- 
^ ward have but one king, who should be chosen 
" alternately by each of them, and approved 
" in a general assembly : — 2d. That the monarch 
" should divide his i^sidence equally between 
'* the three kingdoms, and appropriate the re- 
^ venues of each to its particular exigencies :— 
^ 3d« That each kingdom should retain its own 
^laws, customs, senate, and prkirileges, and 
4 that the subjects of one should not be el€^. 
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* vatcd to offices of pmfit or power in anothc*.** 
These conditions would appear at first sig^t to 
have been dictated by Wisdom herself ; but ex- 
perience, which stamps the seal of approbation 
on the resolutions of men, has proved the de- 
fects of this convention, which was the source of 
wars that continued to rage during a whole cen- 
tui7 between the three kingdoms* 

While the congress was assembled at Calfnar» 
Eric, the son of Albert, died in captivity ; and 
this circumstance induced his father to relinqaish 
all thoughts of remounting the throne, and of 
preserving a crown which he could not trans- 
mit to his posterity in a direct line. Margaret 
bad previously granted her nephew his liberty ; 
and tie therefore now accepted the offers which 
she made to him to live in a private station, iler 
authority was now fully estabHihed ; and she 
changed £ric^ title of successor to that of king 
in conjunction with her, in the three kingdoms 
of Denmai*k, Sweden^ and Norway. 

Margaret bestowed unremitting attention on 
the goverament of her three kingdoms, which 
she rendered alike flourishing and prosperous. 
By the useful regulations which she adopted^ 
eommercci finance, army, marine, laws, civH 
and criminal, and every branch of administration, 
was benefited. She has been denominated the 
Semiramis of tlie north by some historians, who 
consider that appellation as a doubtful accepta* 
tion, and which may as truly be construed into 
a satire as into an eulogium. If, say they, Mar^ 
garet rivalled the oriental Semiramis in talents 
and power, she also imitated her in her attach* 
ment to favourites, and her indulgence to sen- 
sual pleasures. It is probable that tliere is mud) 
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ju&tice in this remark! but great queens must 
expect to have their characters darkened by 
sliades, which enable the eyes of jeabusy to 
endure the splendour of their glory. And if 
IVlargaret was inferior to some, in the quahties 
o£ the heart, she was exceeded by none in pru- 
dence, justice, and true magnanimity; virtues 
\Fhich were distinguished in her at an early age, 
and which induced her father to say, " Nature 
f'^ committed a mistake in making her a woman : 
" her first intention was to make her a man." 
She died in the fifty-ninth year of her age, and 
the thirty-sixth of her reign. 

On the death of Mai^garet, £nc X. 
■who was already joint possessor of the ^' ^' 
throne, became its sole occupant. No 
prince ever ascended the throne with greater 
applause and expectations from the people ; and 
nothing would have seemed more impossible 
than that before his death he should descend it 
with equal disgrace. The Danes flattered them- 
selves that they shpuld experience in him those 
qualities which they had admired ; but, with the 
dominions of Margaret, iie possessed neither her 
ability nor prudence. Far from recovering their 
privileges, which had been retrenched by the 
late sovereign, the Swedes found the yoke of op* 
pression rendered more grievous and burthen* 
some. He did not, however, immediately sufiPer 
them to perceive the projects which he had form- 
. ed against their liberties ; but he insensibly glid- 
ed as it were into measures of despotism and ty- 
fanny. With respect, however, to Norway, he 
all at once treated it as a petty kingdom, whose 
jresentment was little to be dreaded. 

The people complained of the extortions of 
? H ,2 
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tlie gowrernors whom the king had appoiiiijQdf 
and who tyrannized over the people, and ceQ«> 
dacted themselires with great pride and iiBSo* 
lence. The evil increased every day; new 
taxes were arbitrarily imposed, and rigidly e3L<- 
acted. The people earned their complaints to 
the throne ; but were revised redress with markft 
of contempt, which a brave and warlike nation 
could not support. At length the king, afraid ef 
the consequences of their disaffection to his go- 
vernment, promised to redress all their grievaa- 
ces* Eric shone to greater advantage in assem* 
blies and diets, where nothing but words are re- 
quisite, than at the head of armies, where action is 
necessary. He never scrupled to promise and to 
retract his promise, to pledge and to violate hie 
word* Those delusive hopes, with which the 
people are flattered, may sometimes lull them to 
sleep and repose ; but truly dreadful is that na- 
tion, which awaketh from her slumbers* 

The pride and conduct of the king plunged him 
into a tedious war with the princes of Holstein, 
which a variety of causes contributed to protract 
and render unsuccessful. The Danes'and Swedes, 
alike disaffected with his indolence in the govern- 
ment, with his in£Eituated attachment to ^vouritesy 
and his contemptuous disregard of their remon- 
strances, detennined to renounce their allegi- 
ance to him, and to elect a new sovereign. Dur- 
ing the time that this conspiracy was forming) 
Eric lived entirely at ease in the isle of Gk>th- 
land, where he had constructed for himself a 
delightful abode, and paid no regard to the 
trotibles and confusion in Denmark and Sweden* 
He did not even deign to assist at the die^ 
which was to decide his &te* ^Thi^ infatuation 
induced the Danish senate to send an embassy 
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%» Christopher of Bavaria, to detire his accept- 
ance of the crown, and to request that he would 
taike immediate possession of the throne. At 
the same time thef informed Eric, by letter, 
that they had renounced their allegiance to him, 
and had elected another king ; who, they hoped» 
would be more mindful of his promises, and pay 
greater regard to the welfare and prosperity of 
the people* 

Elric answered the senate by expressing his 
astonishment at their proceedings, in deposing 
him from his dignity, and in electing, without 
his knowledge, Christopher duke of Bavaria, 
king of Denmark. He also added remonstran- 
ces and menaces, which, being unsupported by 
power, were entirely disregarded. But he af- 
terwards testified no other resentment at the in- 
dignity of being deposed, than by occasionally 
sending out corsairs, whom he had taken into his 
pay, and who pillaged the Danish and Swedish 
ships that passed in sight. 

Christopher IIL duke of Bavaria, being . j. 
elected king in the room of the dethroned 1433.' 
monarch, who was his uncle, took pos- 
session of the throne, was invested with the in- 
signia of royalty, and received the oaths of his 
subjects. Immediately after bis arrival in Den- 
mark, the senate published a decree, which de- 
clared all those enemies to their country who 
should visit the court of Eric, or obey any other 
sovereign than Christopher. This was followed 
by a manifesto, containing articles of accusation 
against the dethiH>ned monarch, and on which, 
it was said, was founded his deposition. It is 
probable that it seemed necessary for confirm- 
ing the authority of Christopher, who, in other 
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respects, treated Eric with tenderaess. Com-^^ 
plaints being made to the former of the deprc* 
dations and piracies committed by the latter, he 
treated them with nullery, and said he was glad 
that his uncle could devise any method of amus- 
ing and supporting himself. The evil, however, 
daily increasing, the people became more earnest 
and obliged him to make formal preparations for 
war against Eric. Accordingly he made a dcf 
scent with a body of troops into Gothland ; but, 
while th^y were supposed to be engaged in hos- 
tile action, the nephew and uncle were agreea- 
bly passing their time in each other's company. . 
The dethroned monaiH:h was allowed to enjoy, 
like Tiberius, a voluptuous life in his new Ca^ 
prea ; but which was exempt from the disorders 
attendant on the Roman. Christopher having 
married Dorothea, the daughter of the margrave 
of Brandenburg, the kingdom was filled with 
foreignei*s, and the Danes began to complain* 
The Bavarian instantly remembered the causes 
of Eric's deposition, and appeased his subjects. 
His whole time was occupied in the concerns of 
his people, in promoting and encouraging trade, 
and enforcing the laws of the kingdom. He sar 
crificed to his subjects some portions of his au- 
thority ; and, therefore, the Danish writers re- 
present him as a moderate, prudent, and pa- 
triotic prince. The Swedes, however, on the 
contrary, portray him under the features of a 
haughty despot, and a tyrant, probably because 
he did not observe towards them the same deli- 
cacy. It is, therefore, reasonable to conclude 
that, like many other princes, he possessed only 
such virtues as were promotive of hi? interest^ 
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He left no issue, and died young of a short ill- 
ness, which terminated his existence in a few 
days* 

On the death of Christopher great contests 
arose concerning a successor to the crown, which 
the Danes felt an inclination to confer on his wi« 
doi^, Dorothy; but they dreaded her youthi 
and the choice she might make of a husband* 
She endeavoured to remove their apprehensions, 
by promising that she would accept of no hus- 
band, except from their hands* The states then 
ofifered the crown to Adolphus, duke of Hol« 
stein, who, with a moderation and disinterested- 
ness almost uncommon among princes, consult- 
ipg; the good of his subjects, whose interest would 
have been absorbed in that of Denmark, refused 
to accept it. 

They afterwards made application to the 
count of Oldenburg, who had a numerous pro- 
geny, and who answered them as follows ; — " I 
•* have three sons, whose qualities are very dif- 
« ferent. One is passionately fond of women 
« and pleasure; another breathes nought but 
•* war, without paying any regard to the justice 
" of the cause; but the third is of a more mo- 
" derate disposition, prefers peace to the glory 
*' of arms, and yet is unrivalled in valour, ge- 
" nerosity, and magnanimity." These charac- 
ters he portrayed for the information of the se- 
nate, and desired them to make choice of him 
who, they believed, would render the kingdom 
fiourishing and prosperous* The senate imme- 
diately declared in favour of that prince whose 
panegyric the &ther had so warmly pronounced ; 
and under whose happy auspices commenced the 
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greatness of the house of Oldenburg, which at 
this day occupies the throne of Denmark. 



CHAP. HI. 

From the Accession t^the now reigning Family ^ 
Oldenburg to thefireaent Time, 

^ ^ /CHRISTIAN!, being thus elected so- 
1448. ^*^ vereign, was soon after proclaimed 
king of Denmark and Norway, and crown* 
ed accordingly. The Swedes, however, not tl ink- 
ing themselves bound by the choice of the 
Danes to acknowledge him as their monarch as- 
serted that his election was an infraction of the 
union of Calmar, and bestowed the crown ^on 
their own countryman Charles Canutson. A 
war ensued between the two rivals, who filled, 
both kingdoms with disturbatices during the 
whole course of their joint lives : and having 
mutually wrested the sceptre, from each -other's 
hands, abandoned and resumed it. These alter- 
cations cost the people of both countries very 
dear. 

No sooner had Canutson obtained possession 
of the Swedish throne than he invaded the 
island of Gothland, in which Eric resided, and 
endeavoured to take the deposed king prisoner. 
Eric, however, defended himself with great 
braveiy; and, when obliged to abandon the 
towj), retired to the citadel. But provisions be- 
ginning to fail, he demanded ^n interview of 
the Swedish generals, ai)d endeavoured to. 
awaken the compassion of his former subjects. 
^^ You have," said the hapless monarch, " em* 
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** bittcretl my life by your frequent revolts t 
'' you deposed me, and placed on the throne an 
** usurper ; and now you wish to drive me from 
'^ this wretched spot of land, isolated in the 
^ midst of the sea, and the place in which I 
^ had hoped to terminate my unfortunate life 
" in tranquillity and peace. Do not deprive 
•* me of that hope; for nothing can be more 
^ inglorious than to accumulate misfortunes on 
^' him who is already oppressed with mi« 
« sery." 

Christian allowed Eric to take up his abode in 
any town of Denmark, or of Pomerania, and 
sent to him a magnificent embassy, which was 
equally honourable to the politeness and huma* 
nity of that prince. Eric was affected with 
these instances of tenderness— so trifling a cir- 
cumstance can afford consolation to a man in 
adversity ! He hesitated, but at length deter^ 
Ti\\!\ed to retire into Pomerania, whither he was 
escorted by the Danish deputies, and where he 
tierminated his life in great tranquillity, without 
once attempting to regain possession of the 
throne. In the mean time, the pride, in- 
solence, and depotic conduct of Canut- ^- ^' 
son, disgusted the Swedes, who deposed 
him, and invited Christian to pass over into 
Sweden, and accept their crown. 

But though Christian obtained this good for- 
tune, he had not the art of rendering it perma- 
lient, and enjoyed it only a few years. The 
Swedes complained of his absence from their 
kingdom, of his allowing the people to be op- 
pressed with officers and governors, and of his 
"expending in Denmark the wealth which he de- 
rived from Sweden. He also embroiled himself 
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with the clergy, or at least with the archlnshop 
of Upsal, who directed at will the whole strength 
of that formtdable body. The king seized th^ 
archbishopt sent him prisoner into Denmark* and 
made himself master of all the fortresses within 
that prelate's jurisdiction. ' Katili, bishop of Lin^ 
coping, and nephew to the archbishop, demand- 
ed the enlargement of his uncle, and threatened 
to use force in case of refusal. Christian^ des* 
pising his menaces, was besieged in 

tie? Stockholm, and at length obliged to re»- 
* tire into Denmark, and Canutson was 
reinstated on the throne of Sweden. 

Christian soon perceived his error in disoblige- 
ing the body of the clergy, and endeavoured to ' 
repair it by releasing the archbishop, and load* 
ing him with civilities. Through the influence 
of that prelate, he re-ascended the throne of 
Sweden, and compelled Canutson to renounce the 
sovereignty. Christianas judicious policy, by 
which he left all authority in the hands of the se- 
nate, insured to him the goveniment of that king^- 
dom ; and his complaisance and address enabled 
him to procure a renewal of jLhe union of Cal- 
mar. The Danish ministers prevailed on the 
Swedes to promise that, on the death of Chris- 
tian, they would elect his son John king, whom 
they had themselves already acknowledged. He 
descended to the grave after a reign of thirty- 
three years, and is said to have been equalled by 
few in justice, courage, magnificence, and genu- 
ine magnanimity. 

On the death of Christian, his son 

^48?* ^^^'^ ^^^ ^^' immediately recognized 

king of Sweden by the states, who ap-* 

|x>inted Steen Sture regent of the kingdom. 
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Kot considering himielf as excluded from the 
throne, he attacked and defeated the regent, who 
consented to acffnowledge him king, and attend- 
ed at his coronation. But the S^vedes, availing^ 
themselves of the good disposition of their mo- 
narch, continued to have a regent, who sometimes 
accorded "with, and sometimes opposed, the 
wishes of the king : from whence resulted alter- 
nate intervals of peace and war. In an engage- 
ment between the contending particS) the queen 
of-^Denniark was made prisoner ; but she was af- 
terwards liberated, to the great satisfaction of 
both nations, between whom that princess, equal- 
ly the object of affection and esteem, effected a 
teconciliation. The Norwegians revolted, and 
John marched an army into their country, and 
reduced them to obedience. He carried on an 
obstinate war against the inhabitants of Lubec ; 
who, supported by the assistance of the other 
Hanseatic towns, resisted him with spirit, and did 
not yield till they had obtained very a<Ivantageous 
terms. 

This prince" has been praised for his modera- 
tion, his love of his people, his amiable and so- 
cial qualities, his aversion to every kind of os- 
tentation, his patience, and his great wisdom. 
He was capable of appreciating liuman great- 
ness. Crossing an arm of the sea, he was sur- 
prised by a storm, which drove him on the 
coast. An inundation of the country detained 
him in that inconvenient spot longer than he 
wished. "^ During his delay, the king walked 
along the shore with his attendants, and ex- 
claiiped to. them — ^^ That, truly, is the work of 
** 'tlie king of kings, who needs neither army 
nor cannon, nor other implements of war, to 
Vol. XXII. 2 I 
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^ keep us blockaded here! This element alone 
^ is sufficient for his purpose. Wherefore^ let 
^ us, who have never bowed nor submitted to aa 
<^ earthly power, humbly prostrate ourselves he- 
*^ fore that heavenly and almighty Ixod, whom 
'^ the earth and sea obey." He promoted sci« 
fince, encouraged men of learning, and was a be- 
nefactor to the academy of Copenhagen. In a 
word, he was as wise and as amiable a -prince as 
ever swayed the Danish sceptre. 

On the death of Jc^n, his son, Chris* 
^' ^' *Uan II. was elected king of D e nmark* 
' As the clemency of the &ther had won 
the affections of his subjects, the glaring injus- 
tice and cruelty of the son alienated the hearts 
of the Danes. Though he had married Isabella, 
princess of Austria, from which alliance he ex- 
pected considerable advantages, he kept a mis- 
tress, named Columbula, who died young, and 
whose death was thought to have been occa- 
sioned by poison* Suspecting that one of fats 
courtiers, called Torbem, had participated her 
favours, the king, amid the festivity of a ban- 
quet, urged him to avow the fact. " I have," 
replied Torbern, " loved Columbula, and so* 
^^ licited her favour, but could never obtain my 
** desire." Immediately he was arrested and 
imprisoned, and the matter being brought be* 
fore the senate, he was acquitted, because the 
law had assigned no punishment for simple con- 
cupiscence^ Dissatisfied with this decision, 
Christian i^-assen)bled the judges, and sur- 
rounded them with an armed populace, whose 
cries struck terror into the souls of the senators* 
They now gave their verdict in the following 
terms :— " We do not judge Torbern ; but his 
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*• own words condemn him.*' The tyrant im- 
mediately replied) " Since he is coiKlemned) he 
*' shall die ^" and, accordingly, gave orders for 
bis execution. 

This atrocioti& action of the king eitcited uni- 

tersal fear, which was augmented by Christian 

sufFeiing himeelf to be absolutely governed by 

Sigebrette^ Colurabula's mother, an insolent and 

intriguing woman, who was void of compassion 

for the poor, of regard for the rich, of respect 

&r the laws, ^d who acknowledged no other 

Kile than the passions of the monarch, which 

she seconded with equal address and effrontery* 

She commanded with despotic authority, dis- 

^%ed. of all ploiees and preferments, imposed 

teases at pleasure, and exacted them with such 

A^our,. that the household furniture and clothing 

ef those whoE did not yay them were seized and 

publicly sold. 

^ This tyrannicai conduct excited universal in- 
digmition* But Sigebrette, not content with 
khese acta o£. oppression^ molested certain poor 
students who lived by public charity, who 
were in the habit of going from house to house 
ta solicit alms, and who were distinguished by a 
fKRT^cular dress. She determined to abolish the 
order, and prohibited them from asking, and 
others from granting, relief. This violent pro- 
ceeding raised a general outcry in the kingdom ; 
afid it was remembered that, in some instances, 
the king had bietrayed. a propensity to Luther* 
anism. The clergy took fire, and supported the 
cause of the poor students. The matter, how- 
ever, was compromised ; but the toleration of 
Christian mortified the papists, and divided the 
(eople inta two parties^ which at first were ex- 
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tremelj adrerae to each other, but which -at 
length united against him, or at least deprived 
htm of em[>ioying the one in opposition to the 
other. 

Partly by negociaiion, partly by mili- 
'^\R' tary success, he had procured himself tor 
be acknowledged and crowned kingr of 
Sweden ; but his authority was restricted by the 
senate, which Sigebrette and his ministers advis* 
ed him to abolish, as the only means of securing' 
the quiet and undisturbed possession of the 
throne* It was necessary, they sard, to humbte 
the nobles, and to confine his attentions to the 
peasantry and artisans, who were the most eastlf • 
gained by trifling presents, and were the least in- 
terested in opi^osing the will of the sovereign^ 
Pursuant to this advice, Christian invited the se- 
nators and chief nobles to a great banquet^ and' 
caused them to be arrested. 

He seemed at first disposed to proceed against 
them by judicial trial, and erected a trttiunal 
composed of Danish commissionera ; but the 
forms of legal process appearing to him toor^Iow^ 
and uncertain, he ordered the prisoners' to exe« 
cution* Nothing could equal the consternation 
and dismay of the people, when the illustrious 
victims ^were brought forth to. be immolated at 
the shrine of ambition,: cruelty, and perfidy* 
Among the first was Eric Vasa, . whose son, 
Gustavus, afterwards ascended the throne of 
Sweden ; and the rest following in long procesr 
sian, to the number of more than ninety, were 
all sacrificed in one day. No discrimination 
was made between those who had actually de- 
clared sentimi:nts inimical to Christian, and 
those who might possibly beccpie his. enoitijm^ 
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4fte drives of the Qofortttnste vtctmiBi and tlieir 
MidKn y^ in earijr youth, were not spared* 
Hotaadafied ynth the blood of so many noble per- 
aonageS) the king suffered his troops to commit 
the most shocking, enormities on the mostconspi^ 
euous and opulent citizens^ who had viewed with 
indiffisrence^. or even perhaps with secret joy^ the 
destruction, of a body whose privileges excited 
^eic jealcMis]^ and hatred. 

A^ter Christian's veturn. to Denmark^ he con* 
tioiied to exercisethe same cruelties^ and> as the 
t^^er which has once tasted blood ever thirsts 
fiw.xnDroy the king shed copious streams of it in 
that kingdom* Even the dergy experienced the 
e&cta o£ his rage* At length) the tyranny of 
Christian^ and the weariness of submission, drove 
Aft people from murmurs to re^stance, from re* 
«iaia»ce, to aggression;, and, so general was the 
insurrection that, wherever the king turned his 
e^ee, he saw none but enemies> who with uplifted 
swords threatened his life* 

In the mean time the Swedes, having reco- 
ve¥»l from their first stupor, eagerly ran lo 
futas, and enlisted themselves under the banner 
of Gustavus Vasa^ the son of Eric, a youth of 
intrepid spirit^ and unbroken by misfortunes, 
whO) having lain some time as it were buried in 
the mines of Dalecarlia, convened the compa- 
nions of his labours into soldierS) changed the 
implements of their toils into swords, and at 
their bead issued from those gloomy and dismal 
eavems. His first attempts were prosperous and 
snecesfifuK Christian, tem&ed by the insuiTec- 
tion, sent Gustavus a message, that, unless he 
imniedtately laid down his. arms, death should 
be in&icted oa his motlier and mitTy whon) the 
8 12 
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tyrant hdtl in captivity. AC this mcnsusti tfie 

young hero hesitated ; but impelled by the desire 
of liberatinj; his country, which suppresised the 
tender feelings of natural affection, he contuiued 
to fight and to conquer ; and both the princesses 
wei-e put to death* ' 

During these proceedings in Sweden, con^- 
sion ai.d revolt pervaded every part of Den- 
mark. Christian was deposed by a general diet 
held at Wiburg, who informed him of .the de- 
cree passed for his deposition. He then conde- 
scended to supplicate . those subjects whom he 
had treated with such pride and barbarity ; and^ 
after unavailing promises and abject requests^ 
accompanied with such tears as adversity ex- 
torts from humbled arrogance, he abdicated the 
Sovereignty. He equipped a fleet of twenty sail) 
on boatxi of which he put his ti^asures, the re- 
gal jewels, the recoixls and public acts of g<»- 
vemment, together with his children, his wife* 
and the execrable Sigebi^ite, and sailed from 
Copenhagen. But his brother-in-law, the em- 
peor of Germany, received him with coldnes 
and indifterence ; and he was viewed by all with 
the abhorrence justly due to his infamous con- 
duct, for which he was branded with the appel* 
lation of the Nero of the north. He attempted, 
however, to recover his crown, and ag^in made 
his appearance in Denmark; but the only conse* 
quence of his efforts was a dungeon, in which he 
languished twenty-seven ytars. 

On the abdication of Christian II. hit 

-^^^j^- uncle Frederick 1. duke of Holstein, who, 

* having been persecuted by his nephew, 

had not conceived himself bound to assist him 

in his diiiicuHies> ascended the throne of Den- 
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itMa%i. At a general diet of the Danes, con- 
iroked for the purpose, he was declared king^} 
and the states of Norway also proclaimed him 
^rlth the same formalities. He was desirous of 
T^-uniting the three kingdoms, and for that pur- 
pose wrote to some «f the principal nobility of 
Sweden ; but the Swedish crown was worn by a 
man capable of defending it. Besides, Frede* 
rick, who acquired the surname of Pacific, show- 
ed little eagerness to regain a kingdom which he 
considered as completely lost. The friendly ad*< 
Wnces of Gustavus were politely received by 
bim ; and he answered them by honourably re- 
storing the captive Swedes, and by forming an 
idiiance with that monarch. 
* At this period, Frederick convoked a general 
diet of the states ; and, having openly avowed 
himself a protestant, obtained a decision that 
erery subject of Denmark should - l)e at liberty 
to embrace either the doctrines of Luther, or of 
Rome ; that no person should be persecuted on 
account of his religion ; and that the religious 
of all denominations should be permitted to 
marry. In consequence of this decree, the ab- 
hies and cloisters were deserted, all austerities 
disregarded, and Lutheranism was every where 
publicly preached and embraced. The clergy, 
however, of each party engaged in contests, in 
which the king was obliged to interpose. The 
city of Malmoe erected the standard of Lulhcr, 
publicly prohibited mass, the wo!*ship of idols, 
and other superstitions of the church of Rome ; 
and the rest of the cities followed the example, 
and poi>ery became nearly extinct.^ The New 
Testament and the Psalms of Uavid were trans- 
lated into the vernacolar language i and chair* 
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of iheologf wwe ibttnded, Mid,filled with pmiM 
lant proit^iMir^ The bbbops'eompkioed of that 
inttovations ; but tlie king «ade»voiired toqiiM^ 
their alarmt)* hy proiiitMiig. tbftt Miether diet 
shfMiIil more minutely r^tMale tfae^ afiainr of i«» 
ligioni. Frederick L died after a retgo of too- 
fcwt&i and left the eien^ in « state of unoeftaiot^f . 
in consequence of whioh the protestont religioft^ 
goined grtnind, and gathered sti?ength« 
^ jy^ He wae eucceeded t^ hie- aoii'Chris* 
15831 ^^^ ^^^* ^^ at a*geaeiial<cliet eoQvoiiod- 
for the purpose, wa» elected and pro* 
ckdmed king of Denaiark«^ The chief worfe ot 
the reign of this piinoe was the conaolid&tien oS 
protestantism* He saw himseif< supported bf 
the senate and nobility) wtw had* pkieed the 
crown on his head ^ andr without feaiv tbere^ 
lore attacked the clergy of highest dignity and 
kfifluence, who had opposed his dectlott to lh« 
llirone. A diet, which be assembfed at Odea* 
see, under pretence of regulating the diacipliBtt 
of the chuixh, furnished him with reasonsv good 
or bad, for the abolition of the e{»scopacy« Aa 
order was issued fbr apprehending the bisliops> 
who were allowed no other alternative thaa sub>t 
mission to the ^king's will) expiessed in what 
wei^ denominated the regulatory laws, or depo* 
sition ftora their office* Some of them becamo 
martyrs to their religion, and died in prison. 
The rest of the clergy were also- pequived ta 
subscribe a confession of faith ; and, on their re^ 
fusal, wei^ ciepesed from tlieir oflSee* Mm\y o£ . 
them quitted the kingdom ^ atkd the people* be» 
ifig thus deprived of pepish pastors, embraced 
the doctrines which the king proposed to them* 
The. dteteteo pasoed' » daeeee, byt wlach elkthtf . 
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dtte-ch^Iaiiiky towns, fortresses, and rillagesf 
weve annexed to the crown, and the temporal 
p^^wer of the clergy was for ever abolished. 

These measures seemed so rigorous and se- 
vere, that even Luther himself wrote to Chris- 
tian^ and advised him to treat the clergy with 
iTM>re lenity ; and though he disapproved of the 
doctrine, to behave with doe respect to the an- 
cient religion of the kingdom. He suggested 
to him this politic observation, that, by utterly 
annihilating the temporal power of the church, 
he deprived the crown of the firmest support of 
its . prerogatives ; and that the equilibrium of 
govenmient being destroyed, with the power of 
the bishops, the nobles would in consequence 
acquire an undue influence in the state, which 
must prove injuriou\t to the regal authority, and 
to the welfare of the people. 
- This prediction was fully verified in the se- 
quel ; the citizens and peasantry were reduced to 
more abject slavery, under their haughty lords, 
than they had ever experienced while the ecclesi- 
i^stical power servcdas-a- counterpoise ; and the 
prerogatives of the crown became entirely de- 
pendent on the will of the nobility. . If at any 
time the clergy endeavoured to obtain a pre- 
ponderancy, the aid of the nobles could easily 
neatore an equilibrium; but when these were 
become the masters, no expedient remsuned, 
except a revolution in the government, which 
could release the commonalty from the yoke of 
their tyrants. The effect of Christian's impro- 
vidence was not perceptible for some time after. 
Under him Denmark enjoyed interfiul peace, 
and ti^iquillity ; and he transmitted the quiet. 
pOSseiisioQ of hi« kingdom to hia mui* He iivod t 
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bappy in hw fiimil]F> and was hoooiued with 1 
SJorious appellatioD of Uie father of his peoples 

Frederick IL the son and auccesaor o^ 
M5?* Christiao III* was of a disposition similair 
' to that of his father, whose conduct her 
also imitated* The first years of each, of their 
reigns were passed amidst the din of war* 
Both fought with great courage* and exhibiCeci 
much military ability ; and both laiddowa their- 
arms, and exalted their character by proving^ 
that they knew how to tender their people- 
powerful and happy. He engaged in a war 
with Sweden) which oontinued during, a great 
part of his reignt and was attended with. Yai?uMu; 
vicissitudes of &rtune. The Banseatic townst. 
whiclL wei*e claimed by both nations^, took. an« 
active patt in thes». hostilities;, and the city- oB 
Lubec, in particular^, emhcac^i the oecasioA o0 
revenging itsdf on Sweclen> for the* in«iy re- 
^ctbns imposed oa its commerces They conv 
chided a treaty witb the king of Jdemnai^,.an«k 
joined his fieet witkapoweitfiil'squadiidm. 

rredefick naving Made peacr with Sweicleii»' 
several commercial powers complained of the: 
duties eaiacted in the Sound : and the English} 
Dutchy and all the Hanseatk towiiS) remoo* 
strated against this impost, as an ait>itrar7' 
measure, and a great discouragement to cooii- 
merce; but the' king wbuid not listen to tlieir 
complaints* The city of Lubec still retained # 
oonsiderable portion of hei* ancient pow^ 
When in the aenkh of her glery, that' town w 
sdd to have aspired to the hope of con^u^ring' 
Denmark; s«d what, perhaps^ will M^peae 
more astonishing, aetUaHy sold that Idngctom tti* 
m- English monarch, whe^ pai* » pw* ^ ^^ 
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ptirchaae money* Frederick held the balance 
between those commeraal towns, and ihlerefi^ted 
lumself mere than his predecessors in acquiring 
ah uifiu«M% over the affairs xyf £tirope* He pen* 
dered commerce fiouns^ng^, respected the rights 
and property of bis subjects, and obtained tht 
esteem and affection of his people. 

On the death of Frederick II. his ?ton, 
Cbristiian IV. vbo was only eleven years f: J^" 
<if age,was proclaimed king of Denmark 
and Norway, and fbor regents were appointed to 
govern during Ws minority. As the kingdom 
haid for several years enjoyed profound peace, the 
regency was in no danger of being disturbed bj 
the noise andtutnults of war; and it greatly in- 
creased their security that the domestic factions, 
in Sweden, prevented that nation from resuming 
Ae affair of Livonia, and other subjects, which 
had occasioned a difference between the two 
crowns* For some time, the principal care of 
the regency was employed in attending to the 
education of the young monarch, for whom mas* 
lera were procured in all the different accomplish* 
ments of mind and body from different parts of 
Europe ; and their success even exceeded their 
expectations. Christian was not only able to an- 
swer all the ambassadors in their several lan- 
guages, but couM even dictate or write instruc* 
tfens to his ministers at an age when a prince is 
_ hardly capable of followipg a cham of reasoning. 
He possessed great dexterity in all die manly ex- 
ercises, and was fond of exhibiting prQgf&>of it to 
the people. 

Having engaged in a war against Sweden, 
Charles, king of that nation, incensed at all th« 
reiterated disgraces which he sustained from t-hc 
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arms of Christian, challenged him to single 
combat* This summons, however, the Danish 
monarch declined with marks of contempt. A 
reconciliation >yas soon after effected, and a 
peace concluded between the two kingdomSf 
through the mediation of the king of England. 
The hostilities, in which Christian was engaged* 
were severely detrimental to Denmark, by en- 
feebling her maritime strength, and ruining her 
finances* Being chosen head of the prbtestant 
league in favour of the elector Palatine, he took 
an active part in the affairs of Germany ; and 
thereby involved himself, a short time previous 
to his death, in another war with Sweden. 

In order to re-establish his finances, Christian 
conceived a project, which, on account of its ex- 
traordinary magnitude, has been considered as 
chimerical and absurd. He intended to injure 
the trade of the United Provinces to the Levant, 
by opening an immediate intercourse with Persia 
and the east, through the rivers which flow into 
the Baltic. For that purpose a canal was to be 
cut through a neck of land belonging to Holsteior 
in order to avoid the circuitous navigation of the 
Sound, and to protect the commerce from being 
injured by strangers. The Danish monarch 
commenced the work, but projects of that na- 
ture require a length of time before they can 
be crowned with ultimate success. Happy it cer- 
tainly is for mankind, when they do not prove en- 
tirely abortive. The stream of commerce has 
been diverted from its usual course by means 
much less powerful ; and great expectations 
might be formed from Christian's activity, and 
his stubborn perseverance in the prosecution of 
plans onpe adopted* 
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This princTe was possessed of admirable qualU 
ficatioDs of mind and body, retained all the fire 
and vehemence of youth to an advanced age» 
and commanded his fleets and armies in person, 
after he had worn the crown sixty years* Un- 
fortunately, however, he continued also subject 
to the passions which often accompany youth, 
and was addicted to women ; a circumstance chat 
has in some measure tarnished his reputation. 
But with his faults we cannot refuse him the re- 
putation of having been a monarch remarkable 
for firmness, an intrepid warrior, a prince of ex- 
tensive genius, and of great generosity and mag- 
nanimity. 

On the death of Chnstian IV. his son, ^ j^ 
Frederick III. was raised to the throne of ^^^g] 
Denmark, and displayed equal abilities 
with his father in war and in civil administration. 
The je^ousy of this prince was excited against 
Sweden by the s^uggestions of the United Pro- 
vinces, that if Charles' X. reduced Livoni&, Po- 
tnerania, and Prussia, he would possess himself 
of the coasts of the Baltic, and injure the com- 
merce of Denmark. Fearing this danger, Fre- 
derick declared war against Charles, who pro- 
'jected the invasion of Fionia in the winter, be- 
fore the Danish monarch could collect a sufficient 
foixe to oppose him. The scheme of the Swe- 
dish sovereign was greatly facilitated by a hard 
frost, which rendered transports unnecessary, 
and Charles set out from Kiel« and marching 
over the Little Belt on the ice, attacked and de- 
feated a strong body of Danes, who endeavoured 
to oppose his passage j but he lost three regi- 
ments, under whom the ice broke, and who were 
swallowed up in the chasm. He then made an 
Vol. XXII. 2 K 
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attack on the Danish vessels locked up bf tbd^ 
ice, but was repulsed and baffled by the skill and 
intrepidity of the admiral* 

Passing over into Zealand, Charles marched 
towards Copenhagen, which was at first throwa 
into consternation by the approach of the Swe- 
dish monarch; but the presence of Frederickt 
who Wto endowed with genius and valour suited 
to the emergency of the case^ animated the citi* 
zens to withstand and oppose the enemy* The 
Danish sovereign becan?e sensible that vigorous 
measures and hazardous enterprises were neces-* 
sary at the present crisis : and he wanted neither 
ability to plan nor courage to execute any pro- 
ject for the good of his kingdom. Neither pre- 
cipitation, nor dilatory hesitation, marked his 
conduct* Always prepared to act, he personally 
watched over every measure which was to b% 
adopted for the purpose of maturing the suc- 
cesses, and reaping from them their full advan- 
tage. By his incitements, the citizens of Co- 
penhagen became intrepid soldiers, bravely 
fought in small boats against the ships of 
the besiegers, and rushed forward through a 
tempest of flames* Their wives and children 
seconded their ardour, and the queen animated 
them by her example and presence* That me- 
morable siege furnished instances of almost every 
species of heroism* After Charles was compell- 
ed to retreat, Frederick rewarded the valour and 
fidelity of the citizens by well-merited privi- 
leges, and concluded a treaty of peace with 
Sweden, A* D. 1 660* 

The state of the kingdom at this period exhibit- 
ed the defects of the government, and excited a 
wiih in the people to find the means of remedying 
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tiiem» The prophecy of Luther was by this 
time fully accomplished: the nobles had gra- 
dually and imperceptibly acquired an undiic 
influence* and obtained a power which proved 
very onerous to the people. The possessions 
ef the clergy, which had been annexed to the 
ToyBl domains, they had taken on lease ;. from 
teaseiiolders, they had insensibly become pro- 
prietors ; and| under pretence of their ancient 
prerogatives, they refused to pay the taxes to 
^irhich those possessions had been formerly sub- 
ject ; and hence the whole burden of taxation 
fell on the lower classes. The bishops and clergy 
still existed in the kingdom ; but, as the preki- 
cies had been stripped of their principal riches, 
the nobles no longer sought them; and they 
were in the possession of commoners, whose in- 
fluence the nobility disdained. 

John Swan, bishop of Copenhagen, Iiowever, 
formed the design of overthrowing that proud 
colossus which strutted in heraldry, and for that 
purpose joined himself to John Nanscn, a mer- 
chant, chief of the class of citizens, a man 
equally capable of projecting a great enterprise 
or of carrying it into execution. Having associat- 
ed themselves wilh others, to whom they made 
known their design, they consulted how they 
might compel the nobles to bear their just pro- 
portion of the public expenses ; and were sen- 
sible that they would procure an exemption 
from every tax imposed on them by the senate, 
which was entirely composed of the nobility. 
Conceiving, therefore, that they must commence 
by weakening the senate, they determined to 
extend the royal prerogative j and place it on so 
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firm a fbondation as shoald for ever secure it 
from all danger of being shaken. 

At this time, the diet was assembled at Copen- 
hagen, the inhabitants of which were all warmly 
devoted to the king and queen, whose great quali* 
ties thej had admired, and whose kindness and be- 
nevolence they had experienced, during the siege* 
A germ of discord had very clearly developed 
itself between the citizens and the nobles, the 
latter of whom were jealous of the privileges 
granted to the former ; who being now accus- 
tomed to arms, were proud of their success, 
and offended with the persons that envied them 
those favours which they had so well merited. 
In the first sitting of the states, the confederates 
presented a memorial expressive of the situation 
of the people, and the absolute impossibility of 
raising the necessary supplies for the service of 
the government, unless the nobility would bear 
their just proportion of the taxes. The nobles, 
4)eing numerous, powerful, and insolent, treated 
this proposal with the greatest disdsun ; and de« 
clared that the people were vassals, and vassals 
they should remain. Reconsidenng the matter^ 
however, they consented to submit to the pay* 
ment ; but for two yeai*s only, and with certain 
restrictions. 

Having thus, as they imagined, conceded suf^ 
iiciently, they drew up on their part a statement 
of grievances, in which they inserted insulting 
reflections on the citizens. In the mean timC) 
the two other orders declared that the contribu- 
tions which had been produced, even though the 
nobles should give their unrestricted consent to 
them, were insufficient ; and that it was neces« 
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ftaiy the fiefs and domaiiis of the crowiiy which 
the nobility had hitherto enjoyed under vety 
moderate rents, should be farmed out to the 
liighest bidder. This proposal was received with 
indignation by the nobles, who were touched in 
a sensible party and who uttered personalities 
even in the hall of the diet ; and^ without doors, 
the deputies viewed each other with hatred and 
contempt. One of the pvincipal citizens, return- 
ing from the king's palace, was met by a noble- 
man, who abruptly asked him, *' What have yoti 
*' been doing there ?" The other not answering 
him immediately, he pointed to the tower, whicli 
served as the state-prison, and added, ^' Do yon 
** know that place, and^the use for which it is ap» 
" propriated ?" Without opening his lips, the 
citizen pointed to the steeple of the principal 
church, where hung the alarm-bell^ whose sound 
could instantly convene the people against Uie 
nobles. 

During these transactions, Frederick, who was 
apprised of and consented to the projected revo«- 
lution of the two onders, remained in the recesses 
of his palace, and quietly awaited the turn of 
events; or rather directed them. Without suf* 
fering their first ardour to cool, the citizens and 
clergy set oi4t for the place where the nobles 
held Uieir sittings; and, on their way, were ac- 
companied by a countless multitude of people, 
who testified their approbation of these proceed- 
ing& by loud and reiterated acclamations of joy* 
Having entered the hall, Nansen commenced a 
succinct but energetic discourse, in which he 
displayed the evils of the state, enumerated the 
important services which the king had rendered 
to the nation, represented that none but he whp 
2 K 2 
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had rescued her from impending danger would 
be able to save her; and concluded byt>bsening9 
that both gratitude and necessity rendered it ne- 
cessary^ that the crown should be hereditary m 
the family of Fi*ederick. 

The nobleS) not prepared for so sudden and 
decisive a resolution, answered with hesitation, 
that they were ready to participate in the 
honour of conferring so glorious a present on the 
king and his posterity; but that they wished 
so great and important a work should be con- 
ducted with cool prudence and mature delibera- 
tion ; and, while the deputies of the two orders 
were listening to their harangues, they sent 
persons to sound the king's disposition, and to 
know whether he would be satisfied, if the crown 
remained in the male line. Frederick answered 
that what the senate projected would be agreea- 
ble to him, unless the right of succession were 
also extended to the females* In the mean time, 
Kansen declared that the two orders had formed 
their resolution, and that if the nobles refused to 
cooperate with them in this measure, they would 
immediately repair to the king, who waited for 
tliem. 

Having thus spoken, they departed, and were 
received with great affability by Frederick, who 
thanked them, and told them that, tliough he 
would not decline their"" offer, it must be sanc- 
tioned by unanimous approbation, and that the 
consent of the nobles was an indispensable con- 
dition ; that he should never fcH^et the zeal and 
affection which they had evinced for him ; and 
concluded by desiring them to continue their 
sessions until the affair should be brought to a 
happy termination, by the union of the three 
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orders. In fact the king knew that he possessed 
the means of accelerating the union ; the citizens 
of Cot>enhagen had been martialized during the 
siege, and were all devoted to his interest ; and 
among the senators^ there were some on whom 
he could depend. 

Whilst the nobles, therefore, were hesitating 
and deliberating on this matter, Frederick order- 
ed the gates of the city to be shut, in order, 
as he pretended, to secure the diet from any 
danger which the ferment of the people might 
occasion* But. when the assembly, struck with 
astonishment and terror, sent a deputation to in- 
quire into the reasons of thai extraordinary 
measure, the king answered, that the private eva- 
sion of some of their members, and the fear that 
others would imitate their example, and endea* 
vour to break up the assembly of the states, 
were the causes for issuing that order ; and that 
they might continue their deliberatiffis in per- 
fect safety* 

^Ha^ing briefly consulted on the subject, the 
nobles sent to inform the king and the other 
orders, that they were ready to do what had 
been proposed to them, and to subscribe in 
every thing to the will of Frederick* Measures 
were accordingly taken to give to the revolution, 
which had been thus effected, every characte- 
ristic that could stamp it with solemnity and 
durability* The king being rendered absolute, 
all the acts which restricted his authority, and 
to which he had formerly sworn, were annulled ; 
and his subjects took a new oath of allegiance* 
After which, " of his own certain knowledge 
" and plenary power," without the concurrence 
ef any other authority^ the monarch regulated 
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4ie serend parts of government, especiaUf ite 
mode of succession) and issued what has been de* 
nominated tlie " royal law." 

Since the fear 1660, which is the epoch of the 
refoltttion, the royal law has been considered as 
the national code, in all things pertaining to the 
succession and the power (^ the monarch. A num- 
ber of ordinances, fraught with wisdom and mode- 
ration, were added to it by Frederick ; who, previ- 
ously to the revolution, had enjoyed the esteem of 
the nobles, and now regained their affection' in 
an equal degree^ as he already possessed that of 
the other two orders. To his political talents 
this monarch also added the moral virtues. No 
sooner had he obtained possession of absolute 
authority, than he moderated that passion for 
glory, which he had formerly bretrayed in under- 
taking some petty wars. He applied himself to 
restore by his own example the ancient simpU* 
city of drAs, and frugality at table ; to re-esta- 
blish his finances ; to encourage merit, industry, 
and commerce ; to reward those who had served 
him with fidelity; to redress grievances; to 
protect the oppressed ; to relieve the indigent : 
and, in a word, tb become a father to his subjects, 
and a friend to mankind. 

On the death of Frederick IH. his soa 
16'^' ^^"'^^'^ V« ascended the throne of Den- 
mark, at a time, and under ciixumstances, 
that foreboded a reign equally pacific and durable*/ 
This prince, who was deemed one of the greatest 
monarchs in Europe, was brave, pradent, and 
affable, nor was he taxed with any faults except 
an excessive diffidence in his, own understanding, 
and '^the concession «f too great power to his 
nunistersy whom he punished with rigour. whea 



,y Google ^ \ 



SSKlfAftK. 361 

they dared to abuse his confidence or authority* 
He spoke most of the modem languages, was 
fond of the sciences, and had made a great pro- 
gress* in those branches of the mathematics which 
relate to the military art. He was never so 
xnuch pleasied as when he was presented with 
some new geographical chart, or plan of fortifi- 
ea^tion* He carried on a war against Sweden, 
and laid siege to the city of Hamburgh, which 
a^^reed to pay him two hundred and twenty 
tliousand crovi ivs. 

When his son, Frederick IV. ascended 
the throne, he found it necessary to act ^^^* 
on the principles of Christian, and to 
keep the dutchy of Holstein dependent on the 
crown of Denmark. This prince was more 
successful at sea and on land than any of his 
predecessors, and engaged in a war with Sweden, 
which was conclud^ under the mediation of* 
George I. king of Great-Britain. The prospe- 
rous fortune of Frederick rendered him enterpris- 
ing, and ready to listen to the extravagant pro- 
jects of his courtiers, to whom he distributed 
the public treasure with too lavish a hand. 
He died in the sixtieth year of his age, greatly 
• regretted by^his subjects, and esteemed by the 
several potentates of Europe. 

Christian VI. succeeded his father in 
the throne of Denmark ; and, though he ^'^' 
was deemed avaricious, instead of im- 
posing new taxes upon his people, he abolished 
some of the old ones. Spirituous liquors had 
been subjected to very heavy duties, and the 
venders being informed that the king intended 
to abolish them, because they were not suffici- 
ently productive, offered to pay s^ higher pric« 
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for their licenceft* " You are inistaken> j^ntle* 
<< men," replied Christian, <' the duties are al- 
*^ ready too productive, since my subjects com- 
" plain of the exactions which the3r occasion :'* 
and he suppi^ssed them* 

Christian was succeeded by his ton Fre* 

n4^ derick V. who, on his accession to the 
throne, formed the resolution of discharg- 
ing all the debts of the crown. The principal 
creditors of the state, wishing to divert him 
from his purpose, offered to reduce the rate of 
interest, if he thought it too high. «^ The 
*' money," replied Frederick, *^ locked up in 
^' my cofiers, would be of no use to the public ; 
*^ but when I shall have repaid it, you will do 
*^ me a pleasure, and render me a service, by 
'^ lending those sums at tow interest to my 
*' subjects, who may thus be enabled to extend 
^^ their commerce, cind support their manufac- 
^^ tures.*' This mild and pacific prince had two 
wives, Louisa of England* and Mary of Bruns- 
wick i by the first of whom he had a son and 
three daughters ; the latter, whom he left a wir 
dow at an early age, bore to him a son named 
Frederick. His mother, Sophia of Brandenburg, 
was living at the time of his death* 

Frederick V* was succeeded by his son 

^- ^* Christian VII. who was then only in the 
seventeenth year of his age, and whose' 
simple and unaffected graces captivated every 
heart, whilst the charms of an easy and fluent 
elocution interested the feelings of his hearers. 
The affability of the youthful monarch, and the 
hopes ever excited by the accession of a new 
sovereign, invited to his court the gay train of 
pleasures which had been bankhed by his if? 
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he ascended the throne, Christian married Ca- 

roilDe IVlatild^, sister to George IIL king^ of 

Kngland* This princess, who was then in the 

sixteenth year of her age, was possessed of great 

regularity of features, and a dazzling fairness of 

cromplexion* Christian, however, treated her with 

coldness ; and on being reproved for his conduct 

by his grand-mother, Sophia, he replied, that it 

iras ** not genteel to love one's wife." This an- 

s>ver was doubtless suggested to him by the dis- 

Mpated young debauchees, whom he^made his 

constant companions, and in whose society, even 

in the streets of his capital, he indulged in riotous 

pleasures, which sometimes exposed him to per-^ 

ftonal danger. 

In order to wean him from these bad habits, 
he was advised to travel. Quitting, therefore, 
his youthful consort, who hid recently brought 
him a son, he set out for England, and visited 
the court of his brother-in-law, who received him 
with great magnificence* Having ^ seen most of 
the principal towns and cities in England, he 
passed into Holland, and from thence proceeded 
' to Paris, where he excited a kind of enthusiasm, 
and won the unanimous suffrages of the court 
and of the capital* He was preparing to visit 
Italy, when he received intelligence which in- 
duced him to hasten back to his dominions. The 
return of the king was said to have been occa- 
sioned by a misunderstanding between the three 
queens. Mary, the king's step^mother, whose 
conduct had been hitherto marked with timidity 
and resei*ve, and whose whole attention seemed to 
center in the education of her son, was bold, en- 
terprising, capable of risking every thing for the 
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Bake of po^er ; and the young: queen Carolitie 
availed herself perhaps too much of hrr pre-emi- 
nence of rank, in her conduct towards a r:val, who 
had not had time to wear off the habits end feel- 
ings of her late exalted station. The old queen 
Sophia was embarrassed between them ; but 
the arrival of Christian settled their respective 
pretensions, and matters seemed to be compro-' 
mised. 

The king had taken out with hint on his tra^ 
TelS) and now brought back, a physician, named 
Struensee, whom he distinguished as a favourite^ 
and constituted first minister with almost unli*^ 
mited political power. This rapid and extraor* 
dinary elevation excited many comments ; and 
envy and malignity added a thousand reports 
injurious to the honour of Caroline Matilda. It 
must, however, be admitted, that her impru- 
dence was great and inexcusable ; and that not 
only in private, but at the theatre, in the streets 
of Copenhagen, and before multitudes of spec- 
tators, she manifested a very injudicious prefer- 
ence for Struensee. He was himself sensible of 
her majesty's indiscretion, and endeavoured, but 
in vain» to induce her from prudential motives, to 
moderate the testimoniesof her partiality towards 
him in public. 

The king was a passive and quiet spectator of 
the favour of Struensee, and of the queen's 
attachment to him ; and, though indifferent to* 
wards his wife, he nevertheless esteemed hen 
nor did he feel or express the slightest resent* 
ment at her behaviour. His mind and body 
were equally debilitated by excess ; and he was 
without activity, and almost without perception 
or sentiment. He sunk into a slate of imheci- 
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\ity, which, while it rendered him capable of 
i-eceiving the worst impressions, disqualified 
him from appreciating their truth, or taking 
any part in the management of public affairs ; 
and the administration, therefore, devolved on 
the queen, Struensee, and their adherents. The 
court, meanwhile, was plunged in diversions, and 
immersed in pleasures, which were soon to be 
succeeded by scenes of a different nature- 
■ Struensee was unquestionably a man of abili- 
ties, capable of great application to business, 
t^pid and decisive in his resolutions, and enlarg- 
ed and patriotic in his views ; and many of his 
measures tended to the melioration, improve- 
ment, and aggrandizement of Denmark. But 
he possessed neither the profound policy, the 
Bevere vigilance, nor the superior judgment, 
l^quisite for maintaining him in his sudden ele- 
vation ; and, towards the close of his ministry, 
he acted without foresight or address ; as if, 
with the difficulties which increased around him, 
he lost the strength and presence of his under- 
standing. His enemies were numerous, power- 
ful, and implacable ; and at their head were the 
queen dowager, and her son prince Frederick ; 
Whose party was joined by several perisons of 
the first quality and consideration, who were 
impelled by ambition, and indignant xit the pre- 
ference shown to an obscure stranger, or irritated 
Sit their exclusion from office. Among the chiefs 
of the malcontents were counts Rantzau and 
Ostein, and colonel Roller Banner. Various con- 
sultations were held ; and, towards the close of 
the year 1771, they resolved to proceed to action 
without further delay. The indiscretion of the 
young queen, and the imprudence of Struensee, 
Vol. XXII. 2 L 
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irho had dismissed the master o^ the wardrobe^ 
and substituted in his place a; gertaiu friend of 
his, named Brandt, served t6 ripen the machina- 
tions prepared for their destruction* 

The mak;ontents determined to seize on the 
queen Matilda, and the princfpal persons attach-* 
id to her, at the close of a: masked ball, wbich 
was to be given in the royal palace, on the 
1 5th of January* Accordingly* every one 
^* ^' having retiretl to their respective apart- 
* ments, the chiefe of the enterprise were 
Utt free to commence their operations* Rant- 
zau, therefore, vrithout loss of time, entered the 
bed-chamber of tht king, awoke him, and ac- 
quainted him, that a conspiracy had been formed 
against his person and dignity^ at the head of 
which were his wife, Struensee^ and their asso- 
ciates* He then besought his majesty to con- 
sult his own security by instantly signing an or- 
der for their arrest, which Rantzau tendered to 
him^ and used every argument to enforce his 
aolicitation- Christian, however, though feeble 
in mind, and taken by surprise, hesitated, and 
refused to affix his name to the paper* Rantzau^ 
therefore, called to the bed -side the queen- dowa- 
ger, and prince Frederick, who, by means of ex- 
postulations, supported by exaggerated or false 
representations of the danger which he incurred 
from delay, at length procured his reluctant con- 
sent ; and he signed the order, which was im« 
mediately carried into execution* 

Koller Banner, repairing to Struensee's cham-» 
her, forced open the door, and seized him in hi$ 
bed. He was asleep when this event took placey 
for which he was so totally unprepared thati 
having no clothes near the bedside^ except his 
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iKilsqueriLde dress > he was necessitated to put on 
the breeches which he had worn at the balU 
juxi^ the weather being cdd, he was permitted 
to wrap himself in his fur cloak, and was con*, 
veyed ^n a coach to the citadeU During this 
^d-ansaction^ Beringshold, a man of a desperate 
but intrepid character, accompanied by some 
soldiers, entered the room of Brandt ; who, un- 
like Struenseci started up) seized his sword, and 
prepared Cor resistance. But the soldiers, bf 
B^iogshc^d^s ordera, lerelling their pieces, ana 
threatening to fire on him, he gave up his sword^ 
surrendered himself a prisoner, and, in the 
same manner as his companion in misfortune, waS 
instantly conducted under a guard to the citadel. 
Various' other noblemen and gentlemen, their 
adherentsi were also arrested, or had sentinel* 
plated at the doOr of their apartments. 

But the most dangerous and important act of 
the enterprise still jremained to be performed i 
that 6f arresting the queeni Caroline*Matildai 
A Danish femsde attendant was sent to her with 
a paper» which she requested her majesty to pe*- 
iilsei and which contained a request, rather than 
%n order, and stated that ^^ the lung of Denmark, 
^ £6r reasons of a private nature, wished her to 
^^ remove to one of the royal palaces in the coun- 
^ try for a few days*'* No sooner had the queen 
perused the contents of the paper, to which she 
eaw the royal signature affixed, than she instantly 
comprehended the nature and es^tent of hef 
misfortunes; and conscious that, if she could 
only gain access to the king, she could imme- 
diately overturn the plans of her enemies, she 
sprung out of bed, and attempted to leave her 
fO0m> but v«B opposed by an officer, whom 
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Rantzau had placed in the passage. Rendered 
almost frantic by this insult, added to her dis<>^ 
tress, she seized hira by the hair, and demanded 
to see count Struensee, or the king. ** Madam," 
said the officer, " I only do my duty and obey 
" my orders. There is no count Struensee now, 
** nop can your majesty see the king." 

Having, however, pushed the officer aside^ 
hht advanced to the door of the antichambery 
where two solders had crossed then* firelock si 
in order to stop her progress, and whom the 
queen commanded Co let her pass, adding pro* 
mises of reward if they obeyed. The soldiers 
fell on their knees, and said, ^^ It is a sad duty, 
^^ madam, but we must perform it ; as our heads 
^ are answerable for our conduct." The queen^ 
however, stepped over the muskets, and ran to 
the king's apartment, into which she entered by 
foree ; but her enemies apprehensive of her in- 
fluence over Christian, had removed him to 
another part of the palace. The queen, exhausts 
ed by the agitation of her mind, and by such 
exertions of body, attempted no further resist- 
ance, but returned to her chamber, where she 
was aided to dress herself, and informed that she 
must instantly quit Copenhagen. She was then 
put into a coach, that took the road to Crons- 
borg, which they soon reached, and in which for- 
tress the queen was confined* 

The method which Caroline had pursued, to 
prevent her husband from acquiring a knowledge 
of her conduct, was to surround the king, at 
far as in her power, with persons attached to her 
interest. The same plan was adopted by the 
queen-dowager, who, in order to secure the 
monarch on her side; remored firom about him 
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4i31 UKse who tpj^ht have bv^ 4ispose<i to spe^k 
to him in his wife's behalf. Thus was Christian 
kept in a kind of captivityi which he endured 
without perceiving it, because his keepers (if 
we may be allowed the expression) permitted 
Uim to enjoy his accustomed amusements. Buti 
AS the easy temper of the king left room to ap- 
prehend> that he might suffer himself to be ^f« 
fected with sentiments of indulgence towards his 
wifet the cabal determined to separate them for 
ever by divorce* 

The proofs being mot^ than sufficient) th^ 
legal process was neitlier tedious nor intricate* 
While confined in the citadel, Stru^nsee drew 
up his famous conf<i?ssion, which did more honour 
to his ability as a writer, than to his constancy 
or fortitude^ as a man ; and in which he avowed^ 
or divulged, more than his enemies probably 
expected, and perhaps more than was even true* 
At tlie scai^old, he manifested contrition, a$ 
well as pusillanimity ; while Brfindt^ who wa^^ 
IHO otherwise culpable than in not reveaU 
ing the secret of his friend, met his punishment 
with a sort of careless and unprincipled intre-* 
pidity. The fate of the imprisoned queen was 
lot^ doubtf^l ; and r*be probably owed it to hev 
Bear alliance with the king of Great- Britain, that 
the new ministry of Denmark did not adopt ex* 
treme severity against her. It was proposed to 
immure her for life in some of the prisons of state ; 
apd the castle of Alborg^ in the peninsula of Jut- 

Sid, a solitary and se<|^uestered province of the 
inish dominions, was one destined for the pur* 
pose. The powerful and spirited interposition, 
however, of the British crown, procured her re- 
leasei after she had passed more than four months 
2 L 2 
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in the fortress of Cronsbot^. She etnbarked 
at EIsineuT) and landed at Stade in the Hanoveri* 
an dominions, where she was received with cfis* 
tinguished honours. 

From thence she repaired to the castle of Zell, 
which had been rendered fit for her reception, 
and where the liberality of her brother, the king 
of Great-Britain, provided her a becoming 
household, composed principally of Hanoverian 
nobility of both sexes* Here the queen« who wbb 
under no sort of restraint or confinement, except 
that which her rank and dignity necessarily im* 
posed, had frequent drawing rooms, at which 
persons of condition were presented; and a 
theatre was fitted up for her amusement in the 
castle, where dramatic pieces wene frequently 
performed. 

Never was any princess more universally be* 
loved ; and never were the advantages of adver* 
aity on a mind naturally strong, well disposedi 
and good, more strikingly exemplified than in 
her. She possessed excellent talents, numerous 
resources, and great accomplishments ; and had 
her life been prolonged, she would doubtless have 
made ample atonemen{ for the errors into which 
youth, inexperience, and flattery, had precipi* 
tated her while on the throne of Denmark. She 
is said to have carried on an epistolary corres- 
pondence with Christian. She died of 
^•775' ^ nialignant fever at the age of twen- 
ty-four years, and will be considered by 
posterity «s an amiable and unfortunate princess, 
whose errors were the result more of situation, 
example, ,and courtrseduction, than of character 
qr intention. 
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TUs year tile court of Denmatk form- ^ j^ 
^an alliance with Russia, Prussia) and ^goQ^ 
Sweden, in which the armed neutralitf of 
the north was again revived ; and by which the 
sovereignty of the seas, so long maintained by 
England) appeared likely to be endangered. This 
measure is said to have been occasioned by some 
Swedish and Danish vessels having been detained 
on their voyage by British ships of war, and 
carried into an English port* No sooner was it 
known that this convention bad taken place be* 
tween the northern powers, than the British 
ministry dispatched Lord Whitworth, his ma- 
jesty's ambassador at the court of Russia, to Co- 
penhagen : where by his address, aided by an 
English squadron under the command of Ad- 
miral Dickson, who threatened to bombard the 
Danish capital, the misunderstanding seemed to 
be adjusted in a friendly and satisfactory man- 
ner. The courts of England and Denmark 
agreed that the Danish vessels carried into Deal 
should be immediately released; and that the 
discussion, relative to the asserted right of the 
English to visit convoys, should be adjourned to 
a future day* 

It was hoped that matters were settled for the 
present, and that the question would not be re- 
sumed till, a more proper opportunity. But, 
probably through the iiijBuence of Paul I* an- 
other convention was concluded between the 
courts of Russia, Sweden, and Denmark ; im- 
mediately after which, immense preparations 
were made by those powers to get ready a large 
confederate fleet of ships of war, which were 
to enter the North sea, and, havipg formed a 
junction with the aitnaments of the Batavian 



,y Google 



-f 



SM nxxjiAJKJU 

repobilC) to afct in a hiMUle munner ag^ittat 
Great'Britein. England however^ iDformed 
of these preparations and of the intended desti- 
^^ P nation of the fleets, equipped a large 
]8oi. ^tce with great expedition, which sailed 
from Yarmouth under the command of 
air Hyde Parker, and lord Ndson, and arrived hi 
theCategat. 

The British ministry, unwilling to comi- 
mcnce hostilities with Denmark, and wishing 
to adjtist the dispute which existed between 
the two countries in a friendly manner, endea- 
voured, but wkhout success, to compromise the 
difference by negociatkin. The English admi- 
ral, therefore, smied into the Sound with the 
fleet, and found that the Danes had moored in 
the front of Copenhagen a strong line of Tessels, 
which they deemed impregnable* Lord NelsKXiv 
who Toiimteered his service on the occasion, 
attadied them on the second of ApriU The ob- 
stacles which he had to surmount were most 
formidable ; but no effort of art, no advantage 
of nature, could re&ist the steady valour, the 
skill and judgment} of this able and enterprising 
commander. The immediate point of assault 
consisted of six Danish ships of the line, eleven 
floating batteries, and several schooners. These 
wet^ supported by the islands called the Crowns, 
by four sail of the line moored in the mouth of 
tie harbour, and by some batteries on the isle 
of Araak* 

Afiter an engagements which continued four 
hours, and was bravely contested on both sides, the 
Danish line of defence was completely destroy^ 
ed, and the English fleet approached the citT, 
threw bombs into tlie arsenal^ and threatened 
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^\^ destruction of Copenhagen. At this inttrest- 
in^ moment, the humanity of Lord Nebon m- 
dticed him to send a flag of truce to the enemy, 
And to consent to a suspension of hostilities* An 
strmistice was agreed on for fourteen weeks ; and 
Great-Britain having concluded a treaty with 
Russia, by which the right of searching neutral 
vessels sailing to belligerent ports was fixed on 
Sin equitable, and it is to be hoped a perma- 
nent, basis, Denmark was invited to accede to the 
convention, and, accordin^y; became a party in 
Che treaty. 
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CHAP. I. 

ne JSafiory qf Frunia^ m the Jlcce99kim x(f 
FrtdMck n. 

THOUGH Prussia has for a \<xv^ time been 
divided into the German and Polish districts} 
it was certainly formerly united under the same 
princes, subject to the same government, and in* 
habited by the same people, >n^o were probably 
descendants of the Sclavonians, the genera] stem 
of roost of the northern nations. Stella conjec- 
tures that it derived its name from the Borussi, a 
particular race of the Surmati ; who, migrating 
from the foot of the Riphean mountains, were 
tempted by the beauty and fertility of the coun« 
try, to settle in it. 

This kingdom consists at present of various 
territories disseminated over Germany, Poland, 
Switzerland, and the northern regions, and 
which have been partly acquired from legal sue* 
cession ; but the greatest part of them have been 
obtained by war, violence, and usurpation. The 
principal divisions which compose this monarchy 
are ducal, now regal, Prussia, situated in Poland ; 
Brandenburg, Prussian Pomeranta, and Swedish 
Pomerania, in upper Saxmiy ; Ms^eburg, and 
Halberstadt, in lower Saxony; Glatz, in Bo- 
hemia \ Mioden^ Ravensburg> Cleves, Ling^Si 
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H^^urS) and Mapk> in the dutchy of Westpba* 
llsL ; East Friesland, Lippe, Gulick, and Tack* 
l^Tiburg, in the circle of Westphalia ; Gelderi 
in the Netherlands ; Neufchatel in Switzerland ; 
WL part of Silesia ; and the territory wrested from 
'Poland* 

The soil, in general, is fertile in com ani 
Other commodities ; and the country is not de- 
ficient in a proportionate numbei' of animals^ 
comoion to the climate* The rivet's and lakes 
abound mih a great variety of fish ; and in the 
vicinity, and on the shores of the Baltic, are 
fi>iu)d amazjng quantities of amber, which ia 
the production of a bilious foam, cast out by the 
c€K:halQty a fish resembling the whale* The 
principal rivers are, the Vistula, the Pregelj 
the Memel, the Passarage, and tbe Elbe ; whose 
frequent and sudden inundations spread desola« 
tion and dismay. 

Prus»a being, advantageously situated for 
trade, the extension of which is promoted by a 
€x>llege of commerce and navigation, a very 
considemble traffic is carried on with foreign 
nations ; and, as the imports of this kingdom are 
trifling when compared to iis exports, the balance 
of trade in its favour is greater than that of any 
other European country. In Prussia, the arts 
are daily improving, and the manufactures of 
glass, iron-works, silk, cloth, camblet, lineni 
stockings, paper, powder, copper, and brass, are 
particularly flourishing. 

In 1755, the population of this kingdom was 
computed to amount to six hundred and thirty^ 
six thousand persons capable of bearing arms : 
but, since that period, Pmssia has received a 
large augmentation to its inbabitant8> by a greal 
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increase of territory in Polaod, and by emigta- 
lions from France, Switzerland, Germany, and 
other countries. 

The Prussian monarch is absolute and despo- 
tic. The peasants exhibit few peculiarities in 
dress, manners, or diversions, from their neigh- 
bours ; and are chiefly held in a slate of vassal- 
age to the king or nobles* Lutheranism is the 
most predominant religion; yet every sect, 
whose tenets do not militate against civil go- 
vernment and legal subordination, is not only 
tolerated but countenanced. The royal reve- 
nues arise principally from the produce of the 
excise, customs, and services, and ftx)m de- 
mesne lands, and yearly subsidies granted by the 
Several states* 

The capital of regal Prussia is Koningsberg, 
a city situated on the river Pregel, and founded 
by Premislaus I. king of Bohemia, in 1255, 
when he brought assistance to the Teutonic 
knights against the Prussian idolators* It is 
properly divided into three towns, whose boun- 
daries are formed by so many branches of the 
above-mentioned river, ' over which are seven 
bridges. It has an academy founded by one 
of the earliest dukes of Prussia, which is the 
only literary institution worthy of notice. The 
town-house, the exhange, and particularly the 
palace erected by the mai'grave Albert, are large 
and elegant structures. Koningsberg carries on 
a considerable trade in hemp and flax ; though 
OillaU) which is its sea-poit, is seven miles dis- 
tant. 

Little Lithuania is reckoned among the pro- 
vinces of regal Prussia, and acknowledges the 
sovereignty of the same monarch. Memel is 
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iu piiocipal town, which was built in 1279, 
and given to the grand- master of the Teutonic 
order la Prussia, by the governor of Livonia* 
It carries on an extensive trade with foreign na- 
tions, in .flax, linseed, thread, and hemp; and 
has a strong citadel for its defence* 
.'-The ancient Prussians were barbarians and 
robbers, who lived on raw flesh, drank the blood 
of horses, sacrificed prisoners taken in war, and 
were the constant enemies and disturbed of the 
neighbouring nations. For a great number of 
years, they had no form of government : pro- 
perty was in common, and every man seized on 
whatever best suited his ambition and inclination. 
Polygamy in its fullest^xtent was allowed ; and pa- 
rents possessed an absolute power over the lives 
of their children. They committed adulterers to 
the flames ; and killed, through pity, those sick 
persons whom they deemed incurable. They 
adored snakes, which they fed in their caves, and 
considei^d as tutelary deities. They also rever- 
ed the oak, and performed their public worship 
and private orgies under the shade of a tree, or 
in groves consecrated to the purposes of religion. 
The Prussians, having united themselves with 
the Sudini, assumed the same form of govern- 
ment ; and matters remained in the same situa- 
tion till the Germans and Poles conquered part 
of the country. These last, however, finding 
themselves unaGle to establish Christianity, and 
to compel the inhabitants to renounce their idol- 
atraus worship, requested the assistance of the 
Teutonic knights, who, in process of time, and 
after many bk)ody engagements, succeeded in 
subjecting the whole to their jurisdiction ; and, 
. Vol. XXir. 2 M 
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«s some writers believe, exterminated the aadetit 
tuce of the Prossians. 

The Teutonic knights of the hospital of Saint 
Mary the Virgin, having been incorporated 
into a military order, in reward for extraordi* 
nary valour, soon became rich by the donations 
of mistaken piety and superstition. After the sul- 
tan, Saladine of Egypt, had expelled the chris- 
tians hrom the Holy Land, they obtained 
a settlement in Prussia, the gift of Con- •^- ^• 
fade, duke of Mazovia* Culm became 
their first residence ; and by the conditions and 
donations they were confined to this district, 
unless they should make conquests from their 
pagan neighbours. According to the plan of 
the original institution, they were the enemies of 
idolaters, whether Saracens or Prussians ; and 
these mititary missionaries were so zealous in 
the propagation of the christian religion, that 
^ey became the sovereigns of ducal Prussia, 
subdued Livonia, and extended their conquests to 
Riga. 

Many of the Prussian provinces, however, 
indignant at the insolence of the order, and 
the lapaciousness of their government, threw 
off the Teutonic yoke, and put themselves un- 
der the protection of Casimir IV. king of Po-» 
land. From this period, we may date the de- 
cline of the Teutonic kniglits in Prussia. Their 
last grand-master was Albert, marquis of Bran- 
denburg, and nephew to Sigismund I. king of 
Poland. He was elected by the chapter, in 
hopes that, by his influence with the Polish 
sovereign, the places which had been lost 
would be restored to the order: but in this 
they were disappointed. Albert was so far 
from consenting to pay homage to his uncle 
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(hat he made preparations for throwing ofT his 
(dependency^ and for recovering all Prussia and 
Pomerania by force of arms. Beings however, 
^defeated in his attempts, he was obliged to rf- 
stgn the dignity of master : in compensation for 
which, his unck bestowed on him that part of 
Prussia, distinguished by the appellation of Du- 
cal} in quality of a secular duke* 

It was now the interest of the houM of Bran* 
denburg to expel the order. Accordingly, be- 
ing driven out of Prussia and Poroerania, they 
transfeiTed their chapter to Mariendal in Fran- 
eonia* Sjuch was the termination of the 
Teutonic government in Prussia, where ^'^/ 
}t had ruled with unlimited sway for '' 
more than three centuries* M present, the or- 
der subsists in several parts both of Germany 
and Italy, where it has conamandaiies known 
under the VAme of bailiwicks. There are both 
protestant and catholic commanders, the latter 
erf whom are bound to the performance of daily 
prayers, and the observance of celibacy. A ge- 
aeral chapter of the oixler nominates the grand- 
master, who receives his investiture fr6m the 
emperor. 

The house of Brandenbui^, whose name is 
Holenzolkm, occupy that throne which them- 
selves erected and consolidated. In HI 5, they 
had the electoral dignity conferred on them. 
JFrederick- William, sumamed the Great Elector, 
succeeded to the states which had been ^ jy 
dismembered, wasted, and enfeebled by i'^^\ 
his predecessor, and deprived of all re- 
sources, either of men or money* This prince 
seemed formed, by hts abilities, vigilance, and 
flkctivity, to redress the enors of the preceding 
Pieign ; to be the r^torer and defender of his 
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country ; and the glory and honour of bis ia* 
mily. He appeared, as if by mistake, to possess 
the magnanimity of a great potentate vitb the 
moderate fortune of an elector. In him Europe 
beheld a prince, whose actions displayed supe- 
rior genius and ability, and whose wisdom and 
valour retrieved the fortunes of his countiy. 
Not more than twenty years of age, when he 
took possession of his father's dominions, he ex- 
hibited at that early period marks of pruden<:e 
and coun^e, which were invariably conspicuous 
in every subsequent act of his life. He never 
exerted his heroic virtue in the service of any 
base or sinister design ; but was constantly em- 
ployed in defending his territories, or assisting^ 
his allies. To the qualifications of prudence 
and enthusiasm, he added those of industry and 
humanity* Insensible to the dangerous chatms 
of lawless love, he confined his desires to his wife 
alone* He was agreeable in society, a pleasing 
table companion, lively and passionate, but soon 
appeased. In short, he was kind, magnanimous, 
charitable, humane, and natumlly inclined to vir- 
tue. He was the restorer and defender of his 
country, the founder of its power, and the ho- 
nour of his age and nation. His virtues acquired 
him the surname of Great, and he well deserved 
the epithet. 

On the death of Fi^ederick-William, 
-^•g^' his son Frederick I. notwithstanding the 
' .wishes and designs of his father, suc- 
ceeded to the electorate. The constitution of 
this prince was weak and sickly, and his edu- 
cation had been greatly neglected. Naturally 
ambitious, but not possessing sufficient vigour 
to raise himself above his neighbours, who were 
equally strong and powerful as himself Frede- 
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; ^tempted to supply this defect by the poiiip 
o£ titles y and turned his thoughts to the aequisitiori 
«^ the r^al dignity. The execution, however, 
^crf" this project, appeared to the elector's council 
<fiffi(^ult and chimerical, and he was dissuaded 
frcym endeavouring to obtain a dignity which 
^would produce only empty honours. But the ar- 
^t^iments made use of had not the desired eflfect ; 
mud, at kngth, this prince Ibund himself surround- 
ed vrtth the externals of royalty. The title of king 
iwras granted him by the emperor Leopold, and 
tlie ceremony of the coronation was performed in 
i701; in memory of which event, he instituted 
Ae order oi the knights of the black eagle. -^ 

His wife, Sophia-Charlotte of Hanover, a 
woman no less distinguished for her literary 
nserit than for the characteristic virtues of her 
•ex, wrote on this occasion to Leibnitz, ** Do 
** not imagine that I prefer this pageantry and 
** pomp of crowns, which are here so much 
** esteemed, to the charms of philosophical re- 
^ •* tlrement.^ This princess introduced into 
Prussia the spirit of society, true politeness, 
ttnd a love of the fine arts and sciences. She 
founded the academy at Berlin, to which she 
invited many learned men, and, among others, 
the celebrated Leibnitz- Endeavouring to dis- 
cover the first principles of things, she embar- 
rassed that metaphysician by her questions : on 
which he replied, " Madam, it is impossible to 
• " satisfy you: you insist upon knowing the 
" why and the wherefore.'* During her last ill- 
ness, they wished to introduce into her apart- 
ment a minister of her own religion ; whose 
attendance, however, she refused. Being pres- 
singly urged on the subject, she replied, " Suf- 
Q M 3 
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^' fer me to die without any contfOTersy*" Toe 
of her ladies of honour, whom she perceived ic» 
tears, she said, " Weep not fd^ me s I am now^ 
^ going to satisfy roy curiosity respecting tiie 
^^ principles of things , which Leibnitz has ne- 
^ ver been able to explain to me> respecting 
'^ space, infinity, entity, non-entity; and I am 
^' preparing for the king, my husband, the exhibi- 
'^ tion of a funera) pomp, in which he will baye . 
" an opportunity .of displaying all his ostentation 
*< and magnificence*" 

In effect she was not mistaken : the king ho- 
noured her with splendid obsequies; and the 
ceremony of a funeral pomp compensated for the 
loss of a wife, whose death could not have been 
too much lamented. On account of Frederick's 
deformity, the queen used to call him her .£sop* 
If this prince be deserving of praise, it is because 
he preserved his states in the calm sunshine, of 
peace, while the * territories of his neighbours 
were ravaged by the tempest of war. It ha8» 
however, been said ef him, that he was great in 
little matters, and little in great. But he has the 
misfortune to lK)ld his station in history, between 
a father and a son, by whose great and transcen- 
dent abilities his merit is eclipsed* 
^ jy That son was Frederick-William, the 
1713. second ki ng of Prussia ; who ascended the 
throne at the age of twenty-five, when 
the famous war of the Spanish succession was 
drawing to a conclusion, and the peace of 
Utrecht, which included England, France, 
Spain, Holland, and most of the princes of 
Germany, followed soon after* Louis XIV* 
acknowledged him as. king of Prussia, and of 
the district of Neufghatel ; and guaranteed to 
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Urn the countries of Gueldres and Kessel, in or- 
der to indemnify him for the principality of 
Orange, which he renounced for himself and 
his descendants* No sooner was peace fulfy 
established than the king was entirely occupied 
by the interior administration of his domi- 
nions. The whole of his time was employed in 
regulating his finances, the police, the courts 
of justice, and the army ; all of which had 
l>een shamefully and equally neglected during 
the preceding reign. Enjoying an active mind 
in a vigorous body, he condescended to examine 
with minuteness the most trifling matters. In 
his private life, he adopted a system exactly the 
reverse of that pursued by his father ; and was 
no less parsimonious and inimical to ostentation 
than the other had been enamoured of Luxury 
and expensive show. He abolished all useless ex- 
penditures, and that absurd profusion, by means 
of which his father wasted the resources fur- 
nished him by the prosperity of his subjects, and 
applied them to vain and idle purposes. 
- In his couit, which first experienced the sa- 
lutary effects of this reformation, he was ex- 
tremely strict and austere. He retained only a 
few persons, who appeared to be essential to his 
dignity, or useful to the state. He reduced 
his private expenses to a very moderate sum, 
and was wont to say, that a prince ought to 
spare not only the blood but the property 
of his subjects. In this respeet he might be 
considered as a philosopher on the throne ; and 
the frugality and austerity which he exercised 
were worthy of an ancient Roman. Averse to 
pomp and parade, and the splendour of royalty, 
he denied himself the common conveniences of 
life. Thus did. the simplicity and frugality of 



,y Google 



40i wnvsstJ^ 

this pnQce Ibna a striking oooftrast to Ihe pndf 
and profusion of Frededck L 

Tired of the humiliations which his &lii€V 
had frequently suffered from the Swedes and Riis* 
sianst who marched their troops through bis 
dominions with incipunity, Frederick-William de« 
termined to protect his subjects from the conse* 
quenc'es of any future rupture that might iiappen 
amongst his neighbours. The mind of this mo- 
narch, which was aUe to penetrate and conk* 
prehend the greatest objects, was excited to the 
formation of those plans, which he afterwards 
carried into execution, b^ the observations of 
two English generals ; one of whom soserted 
that the king of Prussia oouM not mainjU»n a 
force of fifteen thousand men, without the, as- 
sistance of foreign subsidies, whilst the other 
contended that he was able to support twenljr 
thousand. The prince, who was then young, 
terminated tlie dispute by saying, with some 
warmth, ^< The king, my father, is able to keep 
'^ up a force of thirty thousand men^ if he thinks 
" proper." But Fi^ederick-WiHiam, by a due ad- 
nunistration of his finances, contrived to raaintaiii 
fifty thousand troops, during the first year of hta 
reign, without the help of foreign subsidies* 

Notwithstanding the peace of Utrecht, which 
in a great measure allayed the storm that had 
agitated the western parts of Europe, the war 
still continued in the north between Charles XII. 
and the emperor of Russia, and the kings of Po-« 
land and Denmark. The advantageous sttuatfon 
of the king of Prussia's dorainiofis, and the 
number of his troops, occaaicmed his as»8tattce 
to be desired by all the belligerent powers. The 
monarch also foresaw that the recommence- 
menl of hostilities, and the vlcmity of the sc^c 



,y Google 



PAVS8XA* 405 

of action, would sooner or later compel him to 
take a part in the war* MenzikoflT, who com* 
nianded the united Muscovite and Saxon armies, 
having; attacked Pomerania, the Swedish gene- 
rals thought they could not serve their master 
more essentially than by delivering this pro- 
vince into the possession of Frederick- William, 
who was to hold it by sequestration. Ac- ^ ^ 
cordingly, a body of Prussian troops 17] 3/ 
were immediately marched into Pome- 
rania ; and the allies consented to this agree- 
ment, on condition that the king should not suf- 
fer, the Swedes to enter Poland on that side. 
In order, however, to remove any scruples on 
the subject, Fredericl^ William paid the allies 
four hundred thousand crowns, and bestowed a 
lordship and a ring of great value on Menzi-* 
koff<i who, in all probability, would have been 
ready to sell his master, if the king of Prussia 
had wished to purchase him. 

But Charles XII. not only wrote to the Frus* 
sian monarch, that he would neither repay the 
four hundred . thousand crowns nor subscribe to 
the sequestration, but attacked the isle of Use- 
dom, expelled the Prussians, and made five 
hundred of them prisoners of war. This pro- 
ceeding of the Swedish monarch highly exaspe- 
rated Frederick- William, who, notwithstanding 
his being deeply affected by the insult, could 
not refrain from saying, « What ! shall a prince, 
" whom I so much esteem, compel me to be- 
" come his enemy ?" The Prussian monarch 
immediately declared war against Charles, put 
himself at the head of his army, and joined the 
Saxons and Danes with twenty thousand troops* 
After compelling the king of Sweden to aban* 
don his. territories, and to seek refuge in a fo^ 
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reig;a land) the conqueroi's divided among thctn 
the spoils of the conquered. To the king of 
Prassia was allotted that part of Pomcrank^ 
which is situated between the Oder and the 
Pene, a small river that discharges its waters 
into the sea at Penamunde c to Sweden was re- 
stored the other provinces of Pomerania, whkh 
lie between the Pene and the dutchy of Meck« 
lenburg ; and George I. of England purchased 
of the king of Denmark the dutchies of Bremei> 
and Verden. When, however, the news of the pre- 
mature death of Charles XIL was told to Freder* 
ick- WilUam> he shed tears, and did justice to the 
great and noble qualities of that prince, whose 
enemy he bad unwillingly become. 

Never did the king of Prussia display libera* 
lity, except in what concerned his troops. In 
that instance he was prodigal, and expended 
considerable stims in forming a regiment of roei| 
of gigantic stature : that was the darling object 
of his pasuon* '< This monarch," says M« De 
Voltaire, ^^ used to walk from his palace clothed 
*' in an old blue coat, with copper buttons, half 
^ way down his thighs ; and when he bought 
^ a new ope, these buttons were made to serve 
" again^ It was in this dress that his majesty, 
^ armed with a huge Serjeant's cane, marched 
" forth every day. to review his reginl^t of 
^ giants. These giants were his greatest de* 
^^ lig^ and the things for which he went to 
^ the heaviest expense. The men who stood 
^^ in the first rank of this regiment {were none 
*^ of them less than seven feet high ; and he 
'* sent to purchase them from the farther parts 
*' of Europe to the borders of Asia." This 
priDce seems to have scrupled no methods of ob* 
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tmtning men for his purpose ; and the Prussian 
enfisters took several by force out of the elec- 
torate of Hanover. This conduct, so violent, 
and so repugnant to reason, justice, and the law 
of nations, gave great offence to George II. who 
had succeeded to the throne of Great-Britain, 
and had neariy occasioned a war between 
Hanover and Prussia. His Britannic raajestf 
ordered some Prussian subaltern afiicers and sol- 
diers to be arrested, by way of reprisal for the 
Hanoverians that had been forcibly enlisted* 
Both parties published manifestoes, and assem<* 
bled troops ; but fat length, the matter was ac« 
commodated, without proceeding to extremi« 
ties. 

If, however, Frederick-William be liable to 
blame, on account of the inordinate desire he 
evinced, of having a regiment of men of gi* 
gantic stature, he is on the other hand entitled 
to praise and commendation for having furnished 
Europe with the exan\ple of that strict disci- 
pline and watchful superintendence, which pro- 
vide for all the wants of the soldiery, but at the 
same time suffer none of their transgressions and 
delinquencies to pass unpunished. 

During the reign of Frederick I. abuses and 
torruptions were visible in the department of 
taxes, which were become arbitrary ; and every 
order of the state demanded that they should be 
regulated and reformed. In order, therefore, 
to proportion the contributions payable to the 
government by the owners of land, the ground 
capable of cultivation was surveyed with great 
exactness, and an equality of taxes established, 
according to the nature and value of the soil. 
But that he might, in some measure, restore to 
his subjects the money which he received from 
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theni} he caa&ed 1ms troops to l>e dktribatcficl 
through the provinces. That the peasantry also 
might not be incommoded by the residence of 
the armyt he stationed it in the towns, and oc- 
casionally assembled it in the country, for the 
performance of general evolutions, and likewise 
for the sake of rendering the manoeuvres more 
lamiliar and easy to them, by accustoming them to 
aet in concert. As too numerous levies might have 
enervated the agricultural body, and have proved 
injurious to the state, the king issued orders, en- 
joining each captain to recruit as much as pes- 
sible in the territories of the empire, by which 
means one-half of the army consisted of fo- 
reigners. It must, however, be observed, that 
in Prussia, as in Switzerland, every male is bj 
birth a soldier. 

Prussia and Lithuania, which the plague had 
desolated, were re-peopled with colonies brought 
by the king at an immense expense from Swit- 
zerland, Swabia, and the Palatinate ; and by 
these means, those provinces, which had for 
some time been uninhabited, were restored to 
their pristine rank and condition* Fredericks 
William also visited every part of liis domi- 
nions once a year ; and in these periodical ex* 
cur^ons failed not to encourage industry and 
promote wealth. 

This prince favoured commerce, manufac- 
tures, and the arts> and caused by various pri- 
vileges and bounties a great number of strangers 
to settle in his dominions, who might instruct 
his subjects in those branches of knowledge. 
During his latter years he was afflicted with ill 
health, which increased the natural violence 
and irritability of his temper ; insomuch that he 
reproached his physicians in the grossest terms 



,y Google 



F&USSXA. 409 

with their unskilfulness and impotence, and im- 
puted to their ignorance or wickedness the pain 
^vhich their prescriptions failed to relieve. 
These unmerited insults they bore for some 
time with that submission which is paid to des« 
potic monarchs : at length, however, the cele- 
l>rated Hoffman was consulted, who, failing like 
'the rest to give ease to his majesty, was like 
them treated with injurious language. Con- 
scious of his own merit, this physician replied 
that be had tried all the remedies which art 
could supply, or nature admit, and that if his 
abilities or integrity were doubted, he was wil- 
ling to leav^ tlie kingdom. Unaccustomed to 
such returns, the king was convinced of his 
* own indecency ; and, finding his end approach- 
ing, he met death 'with great fortitude and roso- 
hition, and expired in the arms of his ^n and 
successor^ in the fifty-second year of his age. 
Previously to his death he had several conferences 
with the prince royal on the subject of govern- 
ment, and on these occasions testified great re- 
gard for his son, whom he had before treated 
with much harshness and asperity. 

It is said of Frederick-Wiiliam by his succvssor, 
that he left behind him an army of sixty-six 
thour^nd men, whom his great economy enabled 
him to maintain ; his finances increased ; the 
public treasury filled ; and all his affairs in the 
greatest order and regularity. If it may be pvo- 
periy said, that it is to the acorn we are indebted 
for the shade of the pak, the whole world must 
allow, that in the labours and wisdom of this 
prince we are to look for the sources of that 
prosperity and success. Which the house of Bran- 
denburgh has since enjoyed. 
Voi,. XXIL 2 N 
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ON the demise of Frederkk-WiHiattl, 
his sen Frederick IL at that time 

'^^' tweoty-eight years of age^asoeoded the 
throne of Prussia. Though his father was little 
acquainted with literature or the sciences, «ffid had 
jK>t given them much countenance or support, 
the young prince was eager in the acquisition of 
knowledge, and patronized men of learning and 
merit. And, though the late king had bestowed 
little time and attention en the education of his 
son, the prince-royal discovered a strong and 
early propensity to literary pursuits, and aiso a 
great fondness for music, to which his father had 
an extreme aversion. 

Though the territories of the pritices of the 
house of Brandenburg, as well as their power, 
had been gi*adually and gready augmentfd, the 
extent of the dominions of Frederick IT. were 
inadequate to his wishes, and unsuitable to 
the views of his ambition. His father had 
left lum a numerous and well-disciplined army, 
and immense sums in his treasury; and it 
was soon apparent that he was determined to 
use his utmost efforts for enlarging his.f domi- 
nions, without being in the least scrupulous by 
what means these acquisitions should be obtained. 
This was first manifested in his conduct 

^'710 ^®^*^'^* ^^^ bishop of Liege, whom he 

^ * expelled from certain districts, which the 
former had held for more than a century, and to 
the possession of which the Ttiog of Piiissia could 
have no well-founded claim. The bishop, 
not yielding readily to his wisheSf Ffede- 
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t\L immedhiiteiy dkpotehed a boiy &{ troops 
into the contested districts) where they lived 
iprithout control) and exercised all kinds of milita- 
yy tyranny* This produced the desired effect ; 
joid Che sufferings of the inhabitants induced the 
bishop to relinquish his claim to those territories* 
No sooner was the death of the emperor 
Charles VI. the last male heir of the house of 
Jiiuiitriay made known to the king of Prussia, 
than he considered this circumstance as favour- 
al?le to his ambition and views of aggrandize- 
ment. It soon {^peared that he intended to 
take advantage of the embarrassed state of the 
queen of Hungary's affairs, to revive some 
claims to his family to the dutchy of Silesia, by 
virtue of old iveaties, which, however, had 
been annulled, or rendered oijsolete* He did 
BOt at first fully avow his intentions ; but de- 
clared that he had thought proper to cause his 
troops to enter Silesia^ in order to cover it from 
being invaded or attacked ; and the rather be- 
cause that dutchy served as a barrier to his do- 
minions, whither the fiames of war, which now 
threatened Europe^ might be extended, and ex- 
pose %them to evident danger. 

It was in the middle of December 
that Frederick marched inta Silesia, at the -^' ^* 
head of thirty-thousand men. On mount- 
ing his horse, he is reported to have said to the 
marquis de Beauveau, the French minister, " I 
** believe I am going to play your game for 
" you; if the aces turn up, we will divide." 
But) notwithstanding the friendly and pacific 
views with which Ae king of Prussia professed 
to enter Silesia, he soon levied heavy contribu- 
tions OB the inhabitants^ under pretence of sub- 
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sLstiD^ hit troops> who alao occasioaed great iIb* 
mage to the country* The SilesianS) not possess- 
ing a force sufficient to oppose the Pnissiansy 
were compelled to, submit. 

In the mean time, Frederick's ministers at the 
cpurt of Vienna were directed to enter into a 
negociatioQ with Maria Theresa^ and to repre- 
sent to that princess, that the kiog of Prussia 
was ready to guaranty all the German dominions 
of the house of Austria ; that with a view of se- 
curing their possessions to that house, he would 
conclude a treaty with Austria, Russia, and the 
maratime powers ; that he would use his utmost 
endeavours to procure the elevation of the queen 
of Hungary's husband, the grand-duke of Tus- 
cany, to the imperial throne; and that, in or- 
der to enable her majesty successfully to oppose 
her enemies, he would immediately advance to 
her, in i^ady money, two millions of florins. 
For the performance of these important services, 
this disinterested monarch only required, as well 
on account of his right, as for a compensation 
for the dangers to which he. should expose him- 
self in promoting the safety and glory of the 
house of Austria, that Silesia should be ceded 
to him by treaty* His ministers, however, were 
directed to make known, that though he had de- 
manded the entire cession of the whole province, 
he might, perhaps, be satisfied with some particu- 
lar districts of Silesia, provided the queen of Hun- 
gary would make a reasonable accommodation 
for their mutual interests and advantage. 

But Maria Theresa refusing to dismember any 
part of her dominions, and fiilding that he could 
gain nothing by negociation, Frederick continued 
to prosecute his claim by force of arms. He ad- 
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woced &rther tnto Silesia ', released ^e pebple 
from tbe rents and services Which they had 
bi^en aecifttomed to pay to the clergy ; plunder- 
ed the convents of th^ stores of provisions; 
smd when the heads of tho^ communities com- 
plained, he told them he had never read in the 
scriptures, that magazines wene erected by the 
apostles, whose example their profession oUiged 
them to imitate* 

Though the inhabitants of Silesia were at first 
wholly unprepared for opposing and resisting 
this peweiful invader, the Austrian troops be- 
gan by degrees to- usemble, and to withstand 
the progress of the Prussian arms. The king 
sent a detachment from the main army^ which 
was now considerably increasedf to obtain pos- 
session of labluUka, a town that had a castle 
built on a rock, and was situated on the fron- 
tiers of Hungary, on which side it was reckoned 
^!^ key of Silesia. The garrison made a vigor- 
ous iMd resolute defence; but were at length 
obliged to capitulate. The Prussians also, at 
the same time, besieged Glogau, a large and 
w^ll fortified city on the confines of Poland. 
But being under the necessity of converting the 
siege into a blockade, the king commanded a 
su^ien and unexpected attack to be made upon 
the place. This was accordingly executed, and 
produced the desired effect ; and the Prussians 
about an hour after midnight became masters of 
^e city. So great was the consternation of the 
Austrians on this occasion, that an incident is re- 
lated which seems scarcely worthy of belief. 
Four Prussian grcHlKliers naving climbed the 
ramparts which surrounded the town, missed 
their company, and met an Austrian captain and 
2 N 2 
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fifty-two metis vhom they comnMnded to Imy- 
down their arms, and to surrender themselves 
prisoners of war. In the terror of darkness an4 
confusion, the fears of the Austrians multiplied • 
their enemies, and the Prussians were unex- 
pectedly obeyed* 

The campaign of 1744 was, however, .ex- 
tremely mortifying to Frederick, who returned 
to Berlin ; but he did not long remain inactive 
in his caiHtal : he marched an army of seventy 
thousand men into Silesia, which was also about- 
to be entered by pnnce Charles of Lorraine, and 
the duke of Saxe-Weissen&ls, at the head of 
eighty thousand* The Austrian general in- 
tended to penetrate into Silesia through the narr 
row passes of the mountains ; and the king of 
Prussia designed to suffer them to march throt^h 
those defiles without disturbance, and then at- 
tack tliem suddenly and unexpectedly. Ac- 
^ P cordingly, the Austrian troops had no 
1745. sooner arrived in the plains near Hohea 
Friedberg, than they were engaged by 
the whole Prussian army in order of batde* The 
contest was extremely dreadful and sanguinary*- 
Never did the fire of the Prussian infantry cease 
for a moment, till nine o'clock in the morning, 
when the action had continued near seven hours> 
and when the whole combined army . of Aus- 
trians and Saxons were entirely defeated, and 
obliged to retreat through the passes of the 
mountains from which they had issued* . Prinoe 
Charles and the duke of Saxe-Weissenfels, 
conducted their retreat in an able and skil- 
ful manner; but t^ vict^ obtained by the 
Prussian monarch was great and indisputable^ 
Frederick's behaviour on the day of* this me- 
nftorable^engagement was entitled to the highest 
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cttmmendsttions.' The situation cf his/afifktn, re- 
lative to bis own forces, as well as to those of 
ike enemy, seemed to demand a decisire action. 
In order, therefore, to bring matters to this issue^ 
he had pretended to be afraid of the superiority 
of the combined army, and had caused a report 
to be circulated that he should wait Tor them in 
another place. . In conformity to these affected 
appearances, he had evacuated the mountains of 
Upper Silesia and the country of Glatz, and re- 
mained closely covered in his camp. Prince 
Charles was deceived by these measures, and de- 
scended into the plain, and the event proved the 
wisdom of the plan. In this battle, Frederick 
displayed the greatest bravery and military skill ; 
and, having driven his enemies out of Silesia, he 
entered the kingdom of Bohemia. 

But though the Austrians aiKl Saxons had 
been completely defeated, they were still in 
considerable force, and made a forced march in 
order to surprise and attack the king of Prussia 
in his camp near the village of Sohr. Frede- 
rick, having i*eceived some intimation of the 
design of prince Charles, intended to change 
the position of his camp : but in the morning 
of the day on which the army was. to have de- 
camped, the troops of the enemy were seen ad- 
vancing in several columns. The right wing of 
the Prussians was first engaged, aod succeeded 
in driving the left of the Austrians from an emi- 
nence which they occupied. The front of the 
two armies insensibly engaged ; and, though the 
Austrians were advantageously posted, and 
fought with great bravery and resolution, they 
were finally defeated ; and the victory was com- 
plete on the side of the Prussians. The Aus- 
trians were obliged to retoeat two leagues from 
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the* field at bMt ; five thousand, ef there ww e 
lulled and tmunded, and two thousaad made prU 
acmers; and the Pnitaiana took nuny atan^rds 
and twcntf piecea of canoon. Having regti>*^ 
lated the winter quartera of hia trocfph FnederiGk- 
returned to Beriin, and left the comnaand of the 
army to field-mareachal prince Leopcdd* 

Being informed that the enemf did not- 
intend to canton their troops daring the winter^ 
the lung returned into Silesia; and, entering* 
Saxony, attacked and defeated a bodf of forces' 
near the village of HennersdoHF. The Auatrian 
army, without coming to a general engage- 
ment, retreated before the Prussians into Bo- 
hemia. In the mean time, another detach* 
ment of Prussian forces, under the command of 
the prince of Anhak Dessau, made themselves 
masters of the city of Leipsic ; and, attacking 
the combined Austrian and Saxon army near 
KesseldorfiT, obtained a decisive and complete 
victory. The king of Prussia himself, with the- 
troops with which he had driven the Austrians 
into Bohemia, arrived in the neighbourhood of 
Kesseldorff, two days after this engagement. 
He immediately proceeded to the city of Dres- 
den, which he summoned to surrender. Before 
the arrival of Frederick, the king of Poland, 
eiecter of Saxony, had withdrawn from his ca- 
-. pital, and retired to Prague. Dresden 
1745. surrendered by capitulation ; and a treaty 
of peace was concluded between the 
kings of Prussia and Poland, in which the court 
of Vienna was comprehended. After the peace 
of Dresden, the Prussian * troops evacuated 
Saxony, and Frederick returned immediately to 
Berlin, where he was received by his aubjects 
with loud acclamations. 
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-After the king's return to his capital, he found* 
tiimself at leisure to attend to civil regulations 
ii».hi& dominions, and to the promotion of com- 
merce, literature, sciences, and the arts. He^ 
also endeavoured to introduce a great reform 
into the courts of justice, and in the forms and' 
expense of legal proceedings. For this pur- 
pose, he wrote and published ^^ The Frederician 
Code ; or, a Body of Law for the dominions of 
the king of Prussia, founded on reason and the 
constitutions of the country.*' Soon after his- 
accession to the throne, Frederick had printed. 
lus " Anti-Machiavel," in refutation of the doc- 
trines of Machiavel ; though our readers must 
have seen, that the principles of the king of 
Prussia were not always at variance with those 
of that politician. Having been atten- 
m? ^*^ ^® ^^^ history of his own family, and 
* his own country, he was induced, from 
a desire of obtaining accurate information on the 
subject, to compile his ^^ Memoirs of the house 
of Brandenburg,*' which were dedicated to the 
prince-royal of Prussia. In this dedication, 
Frederick says, ^< I have treated the subject with 
^' freedom and impartiality, so as to exhibit the. 
'^ princes of your house in i*eal colours. The 
^' same pen, which has drawn the civil and mi- 
^^ litary virtues of the great elector, has glanced 
" at the foibles of the first king of Prussia, and 
** those passions, which, in the order of Provi- 
^' dence, contributed afterwards to raise this 
^'. house to its present pitch of grandeur. I 
** have divested myself of all manner of pre- 
^< judice, and considered princes, kings, rela- 
" tions, only as ordinary, men. Far from being 
^<J>iass>!ed by the weight of power, or from ido- 
" llzing my ancestors, I have freely condemned 
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^. their tices^ because :Hce sbonld find tio pa*' 
^ tronage on the tbrooe* I have {iraiMd viitoe^ 
*^ wherever I have found it, but at the aame 
^^ time have giiarded againnt ■ that enthusmsm 
^^ which it natnndly inspires; to the end diab 
^ nothing but truth, in her plain and native dressy. 
" should reign throughout this history." These 
memoirs eontaiii much curious and valuable iiw 
formation, and are written with perspicuiQr, sinrity' 
and vivacity ; but misrepresentations occasioBaM^ 
occur, and there are some very esfceptionabie. 
passages. 

It was about this time also that the king o£^ 
Prussia wrote his « Poem on the Art,o£ War," 
in six books, which is his largest poetical pn>- 
duction. This work contains many sound and. 
important pnnciples of the myitary art,, and is 
adorned with the graces of poetry* But it 
seemb a circa mstance somewhat curious and 
ftngular, that in a poem on this subject, in- 
which he has cdebrated so many ancient suid mo« 
dern generals, and in which he has repeatedlf 
bestowed very high encomiums on piince £ii« 
gene, and even mentioned the bottle of Blen- 
heim, he should with the most extreme caution^ 
have avoided making the least mention of out 
illustrious countryman, John duke of Marlbo- 
rough* << It is not to be supposed," sarcasdcafly 
observes the Montldy Review, '* that this sUence, 
" with respect to Marlborough, proceeded from 
^ invidious motives} we rather think that his 
*^ Prussian majesty considered /dm as a general 
" who understood on/^ />arr o/'^^r^««on:, hav* 
^' ing never given any proof of his skill in conduct* 
^. ing a retreat.'* 

The namerottsarmy which the luog of Bni«« 
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lua tDalntainedy.thft inde^tigable dilig^ence with 
-Which he exercised bis trgopsi his eaterprisiog 
spixit) and the manner in which he had wrested 
l^ksia from the house of Aastria, naturally ex>- 
4»ted the jealousy and apprehension of the neigh^ 
bouring stales. Even the most potent prince^ 
thought it necessary to guard against his designs ^ 
whilst those of inferior power could not consider 
themselves as .safe near such a monarch. Ac« 
cordingiy the courts of Russia and Vien- 
JUL concluded a treaty of defensive alii- ^'^' 
ance, to which the elector of Saxony was 
invited to accede. In this treaty were seven^ 
private articles, which were particularly Intended 
again&t the king of Prussia, who had also formed 
an alliance with the king of England. To the 
.convention concluded at Petersburg the French 
court acceded. 

Frederick, who was not unacquainted with the 
confederacy which had been formed against hiro, 
in case of his giving rise to a new war, demand^ 
ed of the empress-qt^een the intention of those 
armaments and warlike preparations, which were 
making in her dominions, and whether they did 
not concern him. But receiving what he consi- 
dered an equivocal answer to this demand, he de- 
termined immediately to commence hostilities; 
and thereby involved himself in a long and most 
hazardous war, ii;k the course of which he acquir- 
ed a high degree oT military fame, but vvliich oc- 
casioned a great effusion of human blood, and 
was productive of much calamity to the Prussian 
dominions, as well as to the neighbouring coun- 
tries. 

After various turns of fortune, the situation 
of Frederick became so extremely critical, and 
his enemies so numerous and formidable, that 
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he resolved at all events to hazard an engage- 
ment with the main army of the Austnans ; 
though they were so much superior in number 
and so strongly encamped, that an attempt of 
this nature seemed highly dangerous and impru- 
dent. He informed his troops that he was about 
to lead them to a most arduous and desperate un- 
dertaking'; that his affairs required it, and that 
he was determined to conquer, or die in the en- 
gagement. They replied, with ardour and en- 
Siusiasm, that they would conquer or die 'with 
him. The Prussians commenced the battle with 
the most desperate animosity ; but were repulsed 
with great loss. At length, after many unsuc- 
cessful attempts, they succeeded in throwing the 
Austrians into disorder, and the defeat of the 
enemy was facilitated by mai^eschal Daun receiv- 
ing so dangerous a wound in the thigh, that he 
was obliged to be carried off the field of battle. 
This engagement, which was denominated tht 
battle of Torgau, was long and ably contested. 
The king, as usual, exposed his person in the 
most dangerous parts of the action, and was slight- 
ly wounded upon the breast by a mnsket-ball. 

Though the king of Prussia, during the long 
and sanguinary warin which he was engs^ed, 
had exhibited the greatest courage and military 
■skill, obtained the most splendid victories, and 
made exertions so extraordinai7 that they seem- 
ed almost miraculous, he became sensible that 
the longer hostilities continued the more his 
difficulties increased. His army was not com- 
posed of the same troops as those with which 
he commenced hostilities: he had lost vast 
•numbers . of his men, not only in action but by 
diseases, by t£e rigour of the seasons, and by 
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petpetoal hardships and fatigues* He waa there* 
fiire . induced) duiing the course 'of the 
present year, to act chiefly on the defen- ^iJ^' 
aiye» The Austrians took Schweidnits by 
a. coup de main. Colberg also fell into the hands 
of the Russians; and the garrison, who had de- 
fended th^:$own with great braveiy, were made 
prisoners oif war« 

But an event took place which was highly 
&voucable to the affairs of the king of Prussia* 
This was the death of the empress of Russia, 
tvho was succeeded by her nephew, Peter III. 
This prince professed the highest admiration for 
the gi^at qualities of Frederick ; and expressed 
the strongest desire that a general peace might 
immediatety take place» Accordingly a sus- 
pension of hostilities was concluded between the 
emperor of Russia and the king of Prussia ; and 
the new czar agreed to join his troops to those ' 
of Frederick, in order to act against those powers 
who were enemies to the Prussian monarch* 
But before these forces could be of any service to 
the king of Prussia, Peter III. was deposed, and 
Catharine J I. his successor, declared that though 
she was resolved to obseiTe inviolably the peace 
which had been concluded during the preceding 
reign, she had thought proper to withdraw her 
troops from Silesia, Prussia, and Pomerania. Be- 
^ fore^ however, the Russians quitted his army, 
Frederick attacked and defeated the Austrians, 
and gained a very important victory. Prince Hen- 
ry also, the king's brother, who had for a long 
time acted on the defensive, at length manoeuver* 
ed with so much skill that the Austrian comman- 
der suffered himself to be drawn into a situation, 
where he was attacked by the Prussian general, 

Vol. XXII. 2 O 



,y Google 



423 PfLUSSlA. . 

near Freyberg) and totally defeated. In this actioA 
the Prussians took five thousand prisoners, and 
thirty pieces of cannon. 

This victory tended to fiunlitate a 
^L^' peace, which was concluded between the 
' empress-queen and the^king of Prusdat 
at the castle of Hubertsburg, near Dne^en. The 
king of Poland also signed a treaty of pacification 
with the Pnissian monarch ; and that unfortunate 
prince was again restored to his electoral domi- 
nions. But he received no indenmification for the 
usurpation of his territories, or for the numerous 
depredations, and acts of violence, injustice, and 
cruelty, which had been committed upon his sub- 
jects. The empress-queen and the king of Prus* 
sia renounced all ckums on each other's domi- 
nions or temtories. 

Thus terminated what has been called the 
seven year's war, between the Prussian monarch, ■ 
and the great and powerful princes, with whom 
he had engaged in hostilities. It was one of 
the most sanguinary contests by which the 
world has been desolated ; and in which the 
exertions and opposition of Frederick against 
.such a confederacy of potentates, and such nu- 
merous armies, was a just subject of universal 
astonishment and applause. But the military 
fame he thereby acquired was a trifling com- 
pensation to his subjects, for the evils and cala- 
mities they had suffered, and for the great 
effusion of human blood, which had been pro- 
duced by his ambiuon, ^and by that jealousy 
which his numerous standing army, and his con- 
duct towards his neighboui^, had naturally and 
universally inspired. Peace being now com- 
pletely established^ Frederick retuiiied to his 
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Capital, from which he had been absent more 
than six fears. 

The king of Prussia, for some time subsequent 
to this period, cultivated the arts of peace 
"Without neglecting at the same lime those of 
■war. He concurred in exerting his in- 
terest to promote the election of count ^* ^* 
Stanislaus Poniatowski to the throne of 
Poland, in the room of Augustus III. who died 
soon after his restoration to his electoral domi- 
Dions. Frederick received a visit from the ^ ^ 
emperor of Germany, at Neiss in Sifesia ; I'je^' 
where they treated each other ir> a cordial 
and friendly manner, spent two nights and a 
^ay together, and had more than one private 
interview. They parted with the strongest pro- 
fessions of mutual regard, esteem, and confidence. 
- They dined together in company with some ge- 
neral officers, among whom was Laudohn, who 
had greatly distinguished himself against the 
king of Prussia in the late war, and who was 
going to place himself at the lower end of the 
table ; but Frederick cried out, " I must beg, 
> ** general Laudohn, that you will do me the 
" fevour to come and sit by me. I am much 
** better pleased to have you on my sitle, than 
" opposite to me*" The king of Prnssia, the 
yeat following, paid a visit to the emperor, in Im 
turn, at Neustiadt in Moravia. 

On the twenty-ninth of September, a 
body of Prussian troops made a sudden ^iR" 
irruption into the territories of Dantzick, 
where' they surprised several of the out-posts, 
seized the cannon, and made the men prisoners. 
Being afterwards reinforced to the number of 
five thousand, they encamped about four miles 
from the city, where they continued for"»pm« 



,y Google 



434 rA¥ssiA. 

weeks, but observed the greatest discipline and 
regularity* The pretence for this invasion waB» 
that the magistrates had fbrl>idden the Prussian 
officers to levy men within their free city ; and 
that the post-master had refused to pass without 
examination some casks of silver, which came for 
the Prussian resident. It was remarked that 
the copiplaint founded on the last of these 
clauses was the more groundless, as the post- 
office did not belong to the magistrates, but to 
the king of Poland. The inhabitants of Dant- 
zick, having secured their gates, applied to aU 
the foreign ministers, and solicited the protec« 
tion, or intercession of their respective courts. 
But no effectual interposition being made ia 
their behalf, the city was obliged to pay seventy- 
five thousand ducats, subscribe to certain condi- 
tions, and make a submission to his Prussian 
majesty. 

Frederick now appeared so much determined 
to increase the populatipn of his dominions t&at 
he adopted very extraordinary methods for that 
purpose. His troops entered into Great 
t'i'n P^*^"^' ^^^ carried off from that pro- 
' vince, and the neighbourhood, upwards 
of twelve thousand families. He also published 
an edict commanding every person, under the 
severest penalties, to take in payment for forage, 
provisions, com, and horses, the money of&red 
by his troops and commissaries. This money 
was either silver bearing the .impression of Po- 
land, and worth exactly one-third of its nominal 
value ; or ducats, struck in imitation of those of 
the Dutch, but seventeen per cent, inferior to 
the real ducats of Holland. With this base and 
adulterated coin, he bought up com and forage, 
aufficicnt for sijpplying his army, two years^ JUid 
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stocked mf^azines in the country, to which the 
inhabitants were obliged to go and re-purchasei 
at an advanced price, and with good money, 
what they had before soid« By this honest and 
masterly manoeuvre, it is said that the king of 
Prussia gained at least seven millions of dollars t 

Besides these flagrant and unjustifiable actions, > 
of which Frederick was. at this time guilty, he 
had also a great share, and is said to have been 
the prime mover, in the partition of Poland. 
Seldom has there appeared in the history oC 
mankind a greater act of injustice, oppression,* 
and tyranny. With respect to the. king of 
Prussia, the partition was a measure perfectly 
suitable to the favourite object of his ambition, 
the aggi^andizement of his dominions ; and whei\ 
this was the point in view, justice £^ld injustice 
were with him matters of little or no considera- 
tion. It has been asserted by count Hertzberg, 
that of these claims, that of the. king of Prussia 
wa4 best founded. Of three such claims, it 
may be difficult to determine which was 
the most iniquitous. Ceitain it is, that 
none of the claims had the least foundation in 
justice, truth, or reason. They originated in 
unprincrpled ambition, and were enforced in a 
manner that ought never to be spoken of but in 
terms of indignation, while the least sense of 
virtue or vice shall remain among mankind. , 

In the letters patent which Frederick ^ ^ 
had published, relative to the districts he 1^72. 
had seized in Poland, the cities of Dant- 
zick and Thorn were particularly excepted from 
his claims. But the territories of the former 
were soon after seized, under pretence of their 
having formerly constituted a part of Polish 
Prussia* Upon the same pretext) he occupied 
2 2 
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the Kttle ialaiid of Hdm, two peniasulas that 
run into the harbour^ the suburbs called Scheid* 
litz and Scharpau^ and the district of Nekring*. 
By these and other seizures^ he efiectually com- 
maniled the city, and became master of all the 
heights around it, and of its gates, works, and 
harbour. Being possessed also of the sea-coast^ 
he erected a cuatom-house, and imposed insup« 
portable duties on all goods, whether exports or 
imports* The masters and owners of vessels 
having refused to pay this arbitrary tribute^ 
thirty-five of their ships were stopped at c»ce« 
The foreign ministers and consuls applied for 
redress, but in vain. All business and com- 
merce wei*e at a stand, till the merchants com- 
plied with the demands made upon them, which 
however unjust, tliey had no power to oppose* 
The English, who had always enjoyed great pri- 
vileges at Danlzick, had these, piivileges repeat- 
edly confirmed to . them by treaty, experienced 
on this occasion great violence and injustice 
from the king of Prussia. His conduct with 
respect to that city was afterwards highlynmjust 
and tyrannical. 

Thorn also was treated by Frederick in a 
manner similar to that of Dantzick* He imposed 
a variety of new and arbitrary regulations on 
the inhabitants of the usuiped provinces ; and 
ttie Jews were obliged, by the severe treatment 
they experienced, to quit the districts that had 
been seized by the Prussians and the Austrians,' 
and to retire into the provinces possessed by the 
Russians. To the Jesuits, in other pans of his 
dominions, the king wa9 at this period more 
favourable ; and though the pope had abolished 
the order, he afforded them an asylum in the 
Prussian tenitorles. 
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The death of Maximilian Joseph^ elec- ^ ^ 
tor of Bavaria, gave rise to a new contest 1778.' 
between the Prussian monarch and the 
court of Vienna. In him was extinguished the 
Liudovictan line of Bavaria, which had possess^ 
ed that dutchy for nearly five hundred years. 
He was succeeded, both in that dignity and in 
his dominions at large, by his general heir, 
Charles Theodore, the elector palatine of the 
Rhine. This prince was in the forty- fourth 
year of his age, and having no issue, the large 
possessions of the double electorate, with the 
dignity appertaining, were in the expectation of 
the duke of I>euxponts, who was the nearest re- 
lation on the male side. 

Scarcely had Charles Theodore arrived in his 
new capital of Munich before the Austrian 
troops, who had evidently been stationed on the 
frontiers for that purpose, and had only waited for 
an account of the late elector's death, poured on 
all sides into Lower Bavaria. Another strong 
body also advanced on the side of Egru to the 
Upper Palatinate, where the regency pleaded 
in vain the laws of the empire, and the rights 
of sovereignty, against the entrance of foreign 
troops. The claim of the empress queen to a 
great part of the electorate of Bavaria was 
founded on obsolete titles of more than three 
hundred years standing, and which appear to 
have been very ill-grounded. But, however 
defective the Austrian claim mig^ht be in reason 
or justice, it was supported by an army of sixty 
thousand ,men. The new elector, therefore, 
incapable of opposing so great a force, and un- 
willing to engage in a war on the decline of life, 
concluded a treaty with the court of Viennaj^ 
bjr which} in order to keep part of his posses- 
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slons in Bavaria} he gave up 'more than half of 
them. This arrangement naturally gave g^eat 
umbrage to the duke of Deuxponts^ who for- 
mally protested against the convention, and 
called upon the several princes and states that 
compose the diet of the empire, both in their 
original character, and as guarantees of the 
treaty. of Westphalia, to interfere, ia the pceser* 
iKatioB of his just rights. 

The king of Prussia thought proper to^ entei^ 
into the contest ; and as he had now no commoi> 
interest to tolerate acts of injustice in favour of 
the house of Austria, he undertook the support 
of the duke of Deuxponla, and the defence of 
the rights of the Germanic body. Various pub^ 
Uc acts and memorials were published on this 
occasion, by the empress-queen and the king of 
Prussia I and several efforts were made to effect 
an amicable accommodation. But the court of 
Vienna behaved with great haughtiness, and 
these efforts were unsuccessful. 

The emperor commanded the Austrian army: 
in person ; and when Frederick quitted Berlin, 
he sent the following note to one of hjs princi* 
pal ministers : <' You will find money enough 
" in the ti'casury for the public supplies. I trust 
** in God that I shall soon return, as I am only 
'Agoing on a short excursion, to teach a young 
*' gentleman his, military exercise." The cam- 
paign, however, was extended to a greater 
length than the king expected ; for though the. 
emperor had not had much experience in the art. 
of war, he was assisted by general Laudohn, and 
other able officers. Both armies were very nu- 
merous and formidable* 

The Prussian monarch passed through Silesia, 
and having penetrated the mountains of Bohe» 
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Hiia, seized the city, castle, and magazines of 
2ifacbed, where he fixed his head«quarters, and 
waited the. arrival of his heavy artillery and 
stores. The emperor, in the mean time, had taken 
an advantageous post at Koningsgratz, where 
bis forces were very strongly encamped* These 
great armies made several movements ; but no 
action of consequence took place* A treaty of 
peace was at length concluded at Teschen, . j. 
by which the court of Vienna renounced 1779] 
all its pretensions to Bavaria, excepting 
only the district of Burghausen, for which it 
agreed to pay six millions of florins to the elec- 
tor of Saxony. The late convention also was 
totally annulled, and satisfaction was to be made 
to the<liike of Deuxponts. 

Tlie Prussian minister at the Hague . -. ^ 
presented a memorialto the States-gene- 1733, 
ral, in which it was requested, in the 
Jiame of his Prussian majesty, that they would 
take such measures as might effectually put aii 
end to the persecutions that were then carried 
on against the stadtholder, and that they would 
maintain him in the enjoyment of those prero^ 
gatives, which, it was said, were the rightful at- 
tributes of his person and family* 

The emperor formed a scheme to pre- . -. 
vail on the elector palatine, by the offer 1785/ 
of a crown, to agree to an exchange of a 
dutchy of Bavaria for the Austrian Netherlands, 
which were to be constituted a kingdom under 
the revived denomination of Austrasia. But 
this project, to which the elector palatine seemed 
inclined to agi^ee, was strongly opposed by the 
king of Prussia, who entirely prevented it, by 
proposing what is called the Germanic uniony 
by which many of the electors^ and most consi<* 
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' derable princes of the empire^ agreed to irailc 
in order to preserve inviolate the present system 
and constitution of Germany. 
^ jy Frederick had now attained to tfie ag;e 

1786. o^ seventy-four ycarsj and was in fuU 
possession of those uncommon powers of 
understandings by which he had been always 
distinguished. His body, liowever, was not 
equally vigorous with his mind. In general he 
had enjoyed good health, though he had several 
times been afflicted with the gout; but the dis- 
^nlers of his body now began to increase, and 
he was extremely dropsical, without being sen.* 
sible that he was afflicted with that disorder. 
But he continued to apply himself to the public 
business with his usual care and assiduity. 
Count Hertzberg informs us, that '< he employ* 
** ed the same indefisttigable-aHenUon to the in* 
'^ ternal government of his kingdom, and. to the 
^ management of his aflHurs, during the last 
" seven months of his life, as he had done for- 
^' merly, and with the same success, notwith* 
*' standing the painful malady, with which he 
*' was all that time afflicted."-^" Notwithstand- 
^^ ing his desperate situation, he did not remit for 
** a moment his practice of reading all the dis- 
^' patches of his foreign ministers, or of dictating^ 
** every morning, from four till seven, the an^ 
^ swers that were to be sent immediately to 
'^ those dispatches, and maintaining a regular 
^ correspondence with the ministers of his ca- 
" binet, and those for foreign affairs, on att gi«at 
^' political concerns. His usual course of fife 
" was invariably continued till the fifteenth of 
^ August, on which day he dictated and signed 
^' his dispatches, in a manner that would have 
f^done honour to a minister the most conversant 



,y Google 



YRU?8IA. 451 

^ in the routine of business. It was not till the 
<' sixteenth of August that he ceased to dis- 
'' charge the great functions of a king, and of a 
" minister of state, on which day he was depriv- 
'' ed nearly of sense ; and on the morning of the 
^* seventeenth he exhaled his mighty soul in my 
" presence, and in that of the respectable physi- 
^' cian, Dr. Selle, without any convulsive motion." 
. Thus died, in the seventy-fifth year of his * 
«ige, and the forty-seventh of his reign, Frederick 
IL deservedly sumamed the Great. He was in 
his person below the middle stature ; but his 
limb^ were well formed, and he possessed a 
healthful and vigorous constitution. His intel- 
lectual powers were very great ; and when we 
consider -his situation, and the little care that had 
been taken of his education, we must acknow- 
' ledge that his literary acquisitions were consi- 
derable. He had much general knowledge of 
the sciences, and was well conversant with 
French writers on polite literature. He is, how- 
ever, said to have been very imperfectly ac- 
quainted with the Latin language ; and he de- 
rived his knowledge of the great authors of an- 
tiquity, both Greek and Roman, chiefly through 
the medium of French translations. His cha- 
racter and conduct were extremely various, and 
at different times appeared in different points 
of view. His predominant passion was the love 
of glory, which led him l« commit those ac- 
tions that would extend his fame, and excite the 
attention of mankind, rather than those which 
were dictated by virtue and humanity. He wished 
to unite in his own person the reputation of a 
great king, a wise legislator, an iljustrious hero, 
an accomplished general^ a fine poet, and an en- 
lightened philosopher. But, though he love4 
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fame more than virtue^ and was more soHdtoos 
to extend his reputatioui and to enlarge hb do- 
minions and his power, than to regulate his con^ 
duct by the principles of justice and bumanity, 
he was desirous of the praise of virtue, even when 
his actions were distinctly adverse to its. cleatest 
dictates. 

Active, enterprising, indefatigable,, and in- 
ttepid) he continually alarmed his neighbours ; 
and their apprehensions were increased by his 
appearing scarcely to scruple any means, which 
might effect his purpose* On the conduct of 
his affairs, he exhibited the most unremitting vi- 
gilance, the most unwearied industry, and the 
keenest sagacity (in seizing those decisive nio« 
ments which seemed favourable for promoting 
his views and designs. He always displayed the 
highest degree of courage, astonishing presents 
tf mind, and the greatest magnanimity, at pe* 
riods» and in situations of uncommon difficulty 
and danger. There were no difiiculties, no fa« 
ligues, no dangers, sufficient to deter him from 
the prosecution of those schemes, to which he 
was prompted by ambition and the love of fame. 
He was, perhaps, the most laborious and indefa- 
tigable prince that ever existed, with respect to 
the attention he paid to the army, the govern* 
roent, and the general concerns of his kingckmi. 
Every department of administration was under 
his own immediate inr>pection ; and the most 
minute particulars of national domestic policy did 
not escape his observation^ And though many 
faults and blemishes appear in his character, 
perhaps np other prince in the world devoted so 
much of his time and attention, as Frederick did 
during the last twenty years of his life, in pn> 
moting the happiness of his subjects, and the 
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general prosperity of his doTiiinHun> so far as was 
eotisistent with his mode of goremment, and with 
ti\e maintenance of his own power and authortty. 
Ift judging of the character of Frederick, we 
ought to consider that he was born heir to a des- 
potic monarchy, and tndned up from his infancy 
in military and arbitrary ideas. It seems, how* 
ever, highly prob^le, that with his taste for li- 
terature, and his distinguished talents, he wouM 
have been a better man, and a better king, had 
he not early imbibed the pernicious scepticism 
of Voltaire; In the former part of his life, he 
wrote against the principles of Machiavely and 
tievertheless, adopted much Machiavelian po* 
Hey ; and his conduct not unfrequenlly appeared 
to be more characterized by craft and subtilty, 
than by generosity and true dignity of mind. 
His treatment of baron Trenck, and of the inha- 
bitants of Saxony, with other instances which 
jrnight be mentioned, afford ample proof that he 
could occasionally be guilty of great and fla- 
grant acts of cruelty. 

If we consider him as a general, we shall find 
that his talents were of the very highest order. 
The rapidity of his marches, his skill in the art 
of encampment, the dexterity of his manoeuvres, 
the fertility of his expedients, his extensive 
knowledge of military science, and the prompti* 
tude with which he availed himself, even in the 
heat of action, of every circumstance that could 
contribute to his advantage, all conspired to 
render him eminently distinguished. In some 
instances, he was chargeable with rashness ; but 
it was when he had some great and important 
object in view for the promotion of his general 
designs; ^nd in such cases, he sacrificed the 
Vol. XXII. 2 P 
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lives of hb men with a readiness that reflects ii#* 
honour on his character. It seems probable that,, 
had not France and Russia combined against htm, 
he would have totally crushed the house of Aos- 
tria, and overturned the whole Germanic system^^ 
Though naturally and generally parsimonious^ 
he sometimes displayed nu^nificence and liberal- 
ity. To his domestics he was also kind, if they 
properly discharged the duties of their stations ; 
and he manifested great attachment to some of 
his generals, and others, whom he considered as 
deserving his friendship and cfsteem* Fond of 
music in his youth, the love of it accompanied 
him through life ; and, except when the circum- 
stances of war, or other affairs of importance, ren« 
dered it impracticable^ he attended his concerts^ 
with almost as much uniformity and exactness, as- 
his military reviews. Even in the canip, he bad 
the ablest of his performers ; and, during his- 
most active and busy campaigns, he devoted some 
portion of his time to music and the pursuits of 
literature. Notwithstanding the many faults and 
blemishes in his character, he was undoubtedly a 
great king, and possessed of very splendid talents ; 
and certainly one of the most distinguished and 
extraordinary princes, of whom the records of 
history have preserved any memorial. 
' P Frederick-'William II. nephew of th« 

1786. 1^^^ monarch, ascended the throne at the 
age of forty-two. This prince, who had 
been too much depressed by the severity of his 
uncle, no sooner obtained the sovereignty than 
he thought only of enjoying, with transport, all 
the pleasures which had been forbidden him. 
It was believed that his reign would be as glo- 
rious as that of ^Frederick III. and be rendered 
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more mild and peaceable. His first employ- 
ments were the reformation of abuses, acts of jus* 
tice, and favours conferred with discernment. 
He travelled over several provinces, confirmed or 
bestowed privileges, liberally bestowed succours, 
diminished taxes, and flattered the national vani- 
ty by manifesting his taste for German literature. 
He discovered the laudable intention of rendering 
justice more impartial, more expeditious, and 
less expensive. The same principle of order, 
mVIdness, and equity, induced him to publish two 
edicts for the liberty of the pi'ess, and that of con* 
science ; but his intention on these points was too 
adverse to passion and prejudice to be successful ; 
and the two documents were adapted to a con* 
straction directly contrary to the end which the 
king seemed desirous of attaining. In a word, 
ail his intentions^ and the whole of his conduct at 
4he commencement of his reign, were mild, wisc> 
and beneficent* But, alas { a total abandon^nent, 
a shameful carelessness, and an unbounded weak- 
ness ^' obscenity in pleasures, intrigue in council^ 
prodigality in expenses, blindness in choice, the 
most superstitious CFedulityi the most puerile va- 
nity, joined to the most evident incapacity, soon 
assumed the |>4ace of -that activity, justice, and 
wisdom, which, in the fii^t ebullition of fervour, 
the new monarch had been induced to display* 
The zeal of Frederick-William cOoled almost as 
fast as the body of his illustrious predecessor; 
and it was not long before Prussia perceived the 
immense void, left by this immortal shade. 

Frederick-William took an active part in 
the affairs of Holland ; and when his sister, ^«o?* 
the princess of Orange* was stopped on 
her journey to the Hague, he threatened the 
United States with/ war, and ordered twenty 
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thousand men to march into Weatphaiiay under 
the command of the duke of Brunswick* That 
general, sensible that the celerity of his expedi- 
tion would insure its success, and that the more 
boldness he displayed the less opposition he had 
to expect from the weakness of his enemies, ad- 
vanced with rapidity into Holland. The first 
towns that he attacked opened their gates at the 
first summons ; and he entered Utrecht and the 
Hague without encountering any obstacle* Am- 
sterdam alone made a vigorous resistance to the 
Prussians i but was at length obliged to cafHtu* 
late ; and, in less than twenty days, the United 
Provinces submitted to the Prussian arms. Tbt 
stadtholder recovered all the power of which h% 
had been depnved ; and Prussia astooislied £tt* 
rppe by her inQuence and authority. 

I'he Prussian monarch} irritated by the mis* 
fortunes of Ixniis XVI. and alarmed by jacobio 
declamations against thrones, resolved on a war 
with France* He was not at fii*st excited to this 
grand contest by any interested motives; but 
generously toc^ up arms in favour of the French 
lung, wliose power he wished to i*estore< Ac* 
^ P * cordingly, the court of Berlin having pub* 
179.^* li&hed a manifesto, in which were stated 
the rights of the German prinoeS) Ihe 
dan{;^r of the propagation of revolutionary 
principles, ami the aggression of the French, 
who had declared war against the king of Huor 
gary and Bohemia, Frederick- William marched 
an army of fifty thousand men to Coblentsi 
where he was received by the emigrants from 
France as the saviour of their country* The 
duke of Brunswick, who had been appointed 
general of the armies of the coalition, published 
« manift»tO) whkk gave uoiwraai disgust in 
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ITrance ; and in which, after announcing that he 
oarae to restore the throne and the altar, and to 
clcstroy anarchy, he declared that he would t>u- 
i^ish as rebels all the FiM^nch that should defend 
their country, render them responsible for the 
outrages of the jacobins against their king, put 
the citizens to death, and pillage all the towns and 
^'illages, in case of resistance or disorder. 

Frederick- William, encountering no obstaclei 
advanced with rapidity ; and Longwy and Ver- 
dun submitted to the invaders* But, having ar- 
rived m Champagne, the king found himself in a 
sterile country, his army without provisions, fa« 
tigued by continual rains, and wasted by a contiH 
gious malady, which destroyed or disabled nearly 
twenty thousand men. These considerations i^ 
Uuced the Prussian monarch to think of retreat- 
ing ; but it seems probable, from the character 
of Frederijck- William, and the humane and ex- 
alted mind of the duke of Brunswick, that the 
hope of saving Louis XVI. by evacuating th« 
French territories, more tlian any other mottveii 
determined them to sacrifice ihw glory. Accord 
dtngly, the king comiiaenced ^ I'etreat, which waSf 
equally unexpected and disgraeefuK 

It would appear that Frederick" William, by a 
secret convention with Dumourier, the French 
general, had engaged to withdraw from the co* 
edition, and to desist from hostilities, provided 
the French limited their operations to the inva** 
aion of the Austrian Netherlands, and did no( 
penetrate into the empire. Seeing^ however, 
th^t the government of France did not iiittfy 
this treaty, but pursued its conqut- sts in Ger^ 
many, the king re-uniteerwith the coalition, and 
prepared for a second campaign against the 
farces of Fiwce«i Accoedingiy^ he attacked 
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and defeated Custine, retook Frankibrt, 
^:^J^ and terminated this campaign by the re- 
*'^' capture of Mentz. 

But Frederick- Willi am, sensible of the exhaus- 
Uon of bis treasury, which the war had ruined, 
desirous of employing himself without interrup- 
tion in the affairs of Poland, and of restraining in 
ihat country the rival ambition of Catharine, and 
dreading the revolutionary spirit of the French 
should spread among his troops, he entertained 
thoughts of again seceding from the coalition. 
England, however, concluded a treaty of subsidy 
with I he king, in order to' facilitate to him the 
means of acting with vigour, and conformably t» 
the ze^ and interest with which he was animated 
for the common cause. 

But at length the versatility of his cha- 
^" ^' racter, and the ill success of the coalition) 
induced Frederick -William to abandon 
his ^A\y the emperor, England, by whom he was 
subsidized, and even his brother-in-law, the 
pi i nee of Orange. He negociated with France 
a suspension of arms ; and, at length, concluded 
wiih that republic a treaty of peace, and content- 
ed himself with securing the tranquillity of the 
noi'Lliem part of the empire, whose limits he 
traced, and whose neutrality he guarameed. 

About this time, Frederick-William II. disapt 
peared from the political scene of Europe. The 
expanses of the war, the declining state of the 
king's health, his profusion , and his mistresses, 
hud greatly deranged the iinances His infir- 
mities daily increased his indifference to the 
stOL ms by which he was surrounded ; the i/^- 
Tnmaii amused him with deceitful promises, in 
the hope of recovering that health which excess 
of pleasuro had irrecoverably destroyed; -at 
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k|rigth the dropsy made its appearance^ and he 
Sbd on the 1 7th of November, regretted only by 
ms family, and a few friends, A* O. 1797* 

The intrigues of this monarch had exposed 
SfRreden and Turkey to a ruinous war ; his pro- 
tection had destroyed Poland : the first to form 
tlie coalition against France, he was the first to 
Abandon it. The Stadtholder might reproach 
liim with the loss of his power, and Brabant witk . 
that of her liberty. His defects had diminished 
the lustre shed by his predecessor over the Prus- 
sian arms ; and his aboilive enterprises, and the 
avidity of his mistresses, had dissipated the trea- 
sures of Frederick the Great* 

On the decease of Frederick-William II- his 
son Frederick-William III. ascended the throne 
oF Prussia; and, soon after his accession, arrested 
those persons who had imposed on the weakness 
of the late king to enrich themselves. The jus- 
tice which he exercised towards them, his choice 
of ministers, and the example which he set of a re- 
gular life, inspired just confidence in his subjects, 
to whom these augured a happier reign. He was, 
however, obliged to exert tlie most unremitting 
prudence, and to observe the strictest economy, in 
order to repair the faults of his father, and to re- 
store to Prussia her real importance and prosperi- 
ty. He endeavoured rather to restore tranquillity 
to Europe by his influence than to foment its 
troubles by liis ambition. He firmly persisted in a 
system of neutrality, which he pursued from pru- 
dence, but which his predecessor had adopted on- 
ly from inconstancy. 

No sooner had Bonaparte invested himself 
with the consular government of France, than 
ke paid the most assiduous court to the Prussian 
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mamKtdki and endeavoured to excite h^ 

tsoo •*^"*°'® *"^^^^ co-operation, and to 
' tend Inrther the line of demarcation, 
thereby draw the northern states of Germany i 
to the armed neeirafity* Exhausted as were t 
^DRtinental t>etlig^rent powers at this time, 
mifttary interY^ation of Prussia wonM at on<j 
have decided the contest. Bat the prudent { 
cautions monareh could not he induced by 
consular chief to depart from that conduct whic 
he had hitherto pursued ; though the assuranc 
which France obtained, e>f the neutrality of thc^ 
king, were a victory gained to that republic. 

But, at length, hi consequence, as was said, 
of a Prussian vessel having been earned by an 
English ship into Hamburgh, on account of some 
irreg:ularity in her papers, Frederick- William III. 
marched a body of troops into Cruxhaven, in or- 
der, as he asserted, to protect the neutrality and 
navigation of the north of Germany. He 

\m' ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ marched an array into Han- 

^ over, and extorted a formal act of submis- 
sion from the regency, by which that electorate 
was placed under his immediate government. 
Notwithstanding the remonstrances of the British 
minister, .the Prussian monarch did not evacuate 
Hanover till peace was concluded between Eng- 
land and France, and the treasury of the elector- 
ate had been completely exhausted. 

ENll or THE T'^ EKTY-SECONB VOLUME, OR 
THE TWELFTH OF THE KODKRM PART. 
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